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El ano 2012 sera uno de nuevos
retos y logros que estoy seguro que
quedaran plasmados en los anales
historicos de nuestra institucion.

El pasado aio lo despedimos por-
tando el titulo de la institucion que
mayor confianza y respeto inspira en
el pueblo. Esto nos llena de orgullo
y satisfaccién pues refleja que una
vez mas hemos librado todo obs-
taculo en el camino, superado los
retos y logrado el cumplimiento de la misién de forma tal que
que el pueblo sigue confiando en su Guardia Nacional y su
capacidad de asistir al pais y a la nacion.

Maj. Gen. Antonio J. Vicéns

Para mantener este sitial de exelencia continuamos con el
compromiso de trabajar con mas ahinco y con renovados
esfuerzos. Este sitial de confianza nos ha costado mucho
sacrificio; muchas veces junto a momentos felices y otras en
momentos muy tristes.

Este renovado esfuerzo de trabajo nos ha de seguir guiando
hacia el logro de la “Visiéon 2020” y nuestro deseo de sery
permaneecer como la institucion de mas relevancia en las
Américas. Con este propésito seguimos manteniendo y
renovando el Programa de Compaieros de Estados (SPP)
dentro del cual seguimos asistiendo, mano a mano, a
nuestros hermanos de la Republica Dominicada y Honduras.

Los programas juveniles siguen siendo una de nuestras
grandes prioridades, aportando asi, al bienestar y futuro del
pais mientras ayudamos a asegurar un mejor porvenir para
nuestra juventud.
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El Comando Estatal continiia adiestrando junto al resto de la
fuerza desarrollando sus destrezas de modo que recibamos
un apoyo mas efectivo e impactante en beneficio de nuestras
comunidades.

La modernizacién de la Guardia Nacional sigue su marcha
con la adquisiciéon de nuevos equipos y systemas. Esto,
junto al mejor y mas moderno adiestramiento a nuestros
Ciudadanos-Soldados y Aviadores hace de nuestra fuerza
una de reconocerse.

Aunque aun siguen las movilizaciones de nuestros Ciudada-
nos-Soldados y Aviadores a nivel federal el nimero de éstas
ha ido declinando paulatinamente con la terminacién de la
mision de “Nuevo Amanecer” en Irak en diciembre pasado.

Nuestros Ciudadanos-Soldados y Aviadores movilizados han
dejado en cada pais en el que sirven una imagen de quienes
somos, de nuestra cultura y de que somos una instituciéon
de grandes costumbres y tradiciones. Estos héroes, a la vez
traen a casa grandes honores para si y su familia, para el
buen nombre de la Guardia Nacional de Puerto Rico y para
orgullo de nuestro pais y de la nacion.

Con metas claras y definidas, junto al apoyo de todos
ustedes, comenzamos este ano el cual promete ser uno de
grandes ejecutorias para nuestra instituciéon. El orgullo que
siente cada Ciudadanos-Soldado y Aviador de pertenecer a
nuestra organizacion es mas que garantia de que asi sera.

Guardia Nacional de Puerto Rico...

iSIEMPRE PRESENTE!

Siempre tendran
todo nuestro apoyo
hasta que el ultimo

de nuestros Soldados
y Aviadores
regresen a casa...

Maj. Paul W. Dahlen

Sgt. Ist Class Luis E. Orengo
Staff Sgt. Waldemar Rivera
Staff Sgt. Joseph Rivera

Z

q

Chief of Staff

Col. Juan Rivera Chévere

The Adjuntant General
Maj. Gen. Antonio J. Vicéns

Air NG PAO
Maj. Ricardo D. Castrodad

PAO Editorial Board Master Sgt. Anthony Hall

Sgt. Angel D. Martinez
Sgt. Robert Owens
Spc. Wanda Hernandez

State Guard PAO
Col. Maribel Alejandro
Lt. Col. Gelabert Monserrate
Ist Lt. Javish Collazo
Pfc. José L. Torres

“PRESENTE” is an unofficial bilingual publication of the Puerto Rico National Guard, authorized under AR
360-81, and prepared by the Public Affairs Office and 113th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment. This magazine
is published for all members of the National Guard, courtesy of the Puerto Rico National Guard Institutional
Trust Fund (FIGNA). The viewpoints expressed herein do not necessarily represent those of the Department of
the Army or Air Force, the Puerto Rico National Guard or the Adjutant General of Puerto Rico.

Articles and photographs for publication in PRESENTE should be submitted to: Puerto Rico National Guard
ATTN: Public Affairs Office (Maj. Dahlen), 100 Calle Gen Esteves, San Juan, P.R. 00901-2104. Phones: (787)
289-1400 X-1020, 1022, 1023 and 1024. Fax: (787) 289-1400 X-1021, e-mail: paul.dahlen@ng.army.mil.

Design and Artwork by: Staff Sgt. Waldemar Rivera, PRNG-PAO




gz:;tAI;)fls J. Ocasio, of the
130thoE |c_o National Guard
Lot .ngln.eer Battalion,
RO% 'Wlth his mother Norma
riguez, part of the 130th

‘ :?rriryly Support Group, upon
| Int‘;\ral a_t the Luis Muinoz Marin
} Juamnatlonal Airport in San
ocas,i Puerto Rico on Jan. 13
49 o. returned home from .
inp:fra:‘lon_ Enduring Freedom
" ghanistan and is one
mpre than 16,000 Citize
_ ﬁoldlers of the PRNG whon-
3 o.:v: serv_ed in the Global War
y I o errorism. A group of 89
- mgm.ll?ers of the 130th were
Am\:l ized on this mission. (US
e gl l;)ir\iloto by Staff Sgt. Jo-
Seph Mpir[a);Rebolledo, PRNG,

- — g
4 Table of Content}\ e -

92nd CSSP WHAT A TEAM!
—

, page o4: 927th csSB plus 2
page 06: president visits puerto Rico
page 0g: Patience is a virtue
}\ padge 10: 225vo MP Regresa de Honduras E‘
0 page 11: Hogar nifios due quieren sonrelr [
page 12: PRNG 1-111 movilized FoiE missions in 1raq/Kuwait
i{ page 14: PRNG Languade Center revives Spanish course
}; page 162 TeamworK
{ page 17: GNPR inaugura oficina de reclutamiento en Naranjito
padge 18: Future PRNG OCS class 49
padge 19: Valor en Combate
page 20: 65th Infantry trains with the French in africa
page 22: Se gradﬁan 180 de ChalleNGe
page 24: GNPR recibe helicépteros de evacuacién médica
page 25: GNPR gradda joévenes del programéa CREANDO
page 26: PRNG Fosters relationship with central America partner
page 282 Headliners
page 30: comando Estatal de Puerto Rico AT 2011
do de 1iderazdo para oficiales y

page 32: Se grad\’ian 24 Curso Avanza

33: PRNG supports Fuerzas Comma

page
page 34: PRNG Restores Rio Nigua's watercourse
page 36: 1In the fight downrange
page 37: Top Recruiter of the Year award
] page 38: LLegan los Reyes Magos de la GN
- page 39: GNPR with the latest in technology
012-3



g2t bSEY

E very year, there is a two-week time period
where Florida National Guard soldiers gather
their military gear from all corners of their garage and
pack it into a duffel bag — which always seems to be a

little too small — so they can conduct their annual train-
ing.

Annual training for Florida Guardsmen is oftentimes
conducted at or near their home station, but not this year
for 927th Combat Sustainment Support Battalion. The
927th flew out of Jacksonville, Fla., June 4, 2011, to
partner with the Puerto Rico National Guard’s 292nd
Combat Sustainment Support Battalion to conduct a
practical and realistic annual training mission in Puerto
Rico. The partnership is a first for the two National
Guard units.

“The special thing about this mission is the grow-

ing bond between the Florida Guard and Puerto Rico
Guard,” said Command Sgt. Maj. Jaime Pérez, the
292nd CSSB’s command sergeant major. “We are learn-
ing a lot of things from the Florida Guard. They are
dedicated soldiers who are doing their job. Our people
see that and that encourages them to do a better job.”

The units combined in order to support transportation,
water purification and maintenance units during a real-
time mission with real needs and demands.

“The mission is to provide command and control for
water purification and distribution to the local govern-
ment for the Island of Culebra during tourist season so
the water reserves don’t drop to unacceptable levels
while providing staff assistance in functional areas to the
292nd CSSB,” said Maj. Sid Hill, the 927th executive
officer. “This mission provides soldiers the opportunity
to work in their assigned military occupation specialties
with their peers from Puerto Rico.”

In order to accomplish the mission, the many support-
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(From right to Ieft) Maj. GeriL. Swarts, Maj Sldney Hill Jr Pfc. Za|da Cama-
cho, Col. Michael A. Calhoun, the 50th Area Support Group commander, and
Lt. Col. Trey Chauncey, 927th Combat Sustainment Support Battalion com-
manderdrink desalinizated water, June 8, which was certified as drinkable wa-
ter by Camacho, the 714th Quartermaster preventative medicine specialist.

ing roles include: command and control, maintenance,
transportation, personnel, supply, and food services.
Everything is controlled and managed in four geographi-
cally dispersed operations centers.

“Our mission is to conduct split operations among four
locations,” said Capt. Juan Rodriguez, the 292nd opera-
tions officer.

The operations center is staffed by personnel from the
927th and 292nd and is responsible for providing com-
mand and control to maintenance, transportation and
water purification units that are in support of this mis-
sion.

An element of the 927th, located on the Island of Cul-
ebra, is providing command and control for the 714th
Quartermaster Unit, a water purification unit, during this
real-time mission. The 714th produced water by taking
salt water and turning it into potable water to distrib-

ute to the local population. The 714th surpassed their
goal of 100,000 gallons of water to be desalinated and



distributed by more than 20 percent. The water purifi-
cation unit reached approximately 125,000 gallons of
water. The water has allowed the Island of Culebra to
more than double their reserves for approximately 2,500
people who reside on the island.

“We exercised each staff function to the fullest extent
during this annual training period,” said Lt. Col. Trey
Chauncey, the 927th Battalion commander. “Through
their collective planning efforts the unit surpassed estab-
lished goals in all areas.”

Conducting an outside the continental United States
deployment requires a certain degree of synchronized
planning to ensure mission success that cannot be dupli-
cated at home station.

“The fail safes that exist at home station are removed
and the complexities associated with language barriers,
movement control, geographic dispersion and cultural
differences are all obstacles that must be considered
when preparing for the mission,” explained Chauncey.
“Where else would we be required to coordinate with
a Landing Craft Detachment to move our soldiers and
equipment?”

“Placing my soldiers in these circumstances allowed me
to see the soldiers out of their comfort zones,” Chauncey
continued. “And to my expectation, these soldiers were
able to come together and successfully complete the wa-
ter purification mission while simultaneously exercising
command and control throughout the area of operation.”

The 927th soldiers, also known as the “Storm Chasers”
for their past hurricane support, were able to provide
guidance and support to their Puerto Rico National
Guard counterparts, including training on specific mili-
tary occupational skills.

“It was amazing to watch veteran soldiers teach younger
soldiers, and the newer soldiers taking direction and
stepping up to complete the mission when needed,” said
Chauncey.

The 927th also exceeded goals in maintenance on Puerto
Rico National Guard equipment by completing more
than 100 man hours of work. The chemical, biological,
radiation and nuclear non-commissioned officers con-
ducted inspections on more than 150 protective masks.
The food service soldiers assisted with providing more

than 3,000 meals during annual training. In addition
to providing this support, the soldiers conducted cross-
training with the Puerto Rico National Guard soldiers.

During this real-time mission, soldiers were able to see
the direct results of their efforts.

“I changed the rear differential seal on a 900 series
5-Ton truck, and the next day I saw the vehicle being
utilized in the field.” said Pvt. William Robert Glauner,
from Ocala, Fla., a 927th wheeled vehicle mechanic.
“Because this is a real-time mission, I can see how my
work directly supports the overall mission and that is a
great feeling.”

Although the 927th and 292nd are both combat sustain-
ment support battalions, members on both sides strive to
learn from each others’ differences.

“The two units are the same, but they’re not,” Rodriguez
said. “We have been deployed different places and bring
different experiences to the table.”

Master Sgt. Carl Livingston agrees.

“Missions like this help strengthen our soldiers culturally
and professionally,” said Livingston. “It helps them see
how others conduct missions and directs them to be more
efficient.”

The relationship between the 927th CSSB and 292nd
CSSB will continue to grow as the 292nd will conduct
weapons qualification this summer at Camp Blanding
Joint Training Center located near Starke, Fla.

Staff Sgt. Russell Harryman, from Jacksonville, Fla., conducts a technical
inspection on a Humvee June 12. Harryman is a maintenance non-com-
missioned officer with the 927th Combat Sustainment Support Battalion,
which deployed for annual training to Puerto Rico as part of collaborative
training with the Puerto Rico National Guard.
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By Sgt. 1st Class Luis E. Orengo, 113th MPAD

he roaring sound of the big-blue bird stopped at

the runway of Mufiiz Air National Guard Base in
Carolina, Puerto Rico at 11:35 a.m., 14 June 2011. It
brings the President of the United States in a historic
visit to the U.S. Island in the Caribbean.

It has been 35 years since a President last visited
Puerto Rico. Honorable Barack H. Obama, became
the sixth President to visits the island in its history.
The late President Gerald Ford last did it in 1976.

“It was an intense experience with all the planning and
work to ensure the success of the presidential visit”,
said Staff Sgt. Waldemar Rivera, 113th Mobile Public
Affairs Detachment Non-Commission Officer. “It is
the first time the Puerto Rico National Guard got so
involved in a presidential visit.

Air Force One landed in Muiiiz Air National Guard
Base, the 113th MPAD and the PRNG Public Affairs
Office had the mission to escort and be the liaison

for the local, national and international media. The
PRNG also has a myriad of assets ready to perform at
a moment’s notice.”
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The PRNG participated for weeks ahead in the plan-
ning of the media management process and security
issues before and during the presidential visit. The
113th MPAD and the PRNG Public Affairs Office
worked hand-on-hand with the White House staff
personnel and the U.S. Secret Service to facilitate the
local, national and international media coverage of
the event.

- &
Upon arrival, President Obama is greeted by govern-
ment officials and escorted toward the Air Force
hangar where the welcome ceremony would take
place. Honorable Barack H. Obama became the
sixth President to visit the island after the late
President Gerald Ford did it back in 1976.




Muiiz ANG Base security teams boosted the security
perimeter in and around base while the 22nd Civil
Support Team and PRNG Aviation assets were ready to
support in case of any contingency. The 248th Army
Band of the PRNG performed to the occasion.

President Obama was received by the Puerto Rico
Governor, Honorable Luis Fortufio, the San Juan and
Carolina city mayors and the Adjutant General of
Puerto Rico, Maj. Gen. Antonio J. Vicens. He then
walked toward the base main hangar were hundreds of
National Guard members, families, veterans and per-
sonnel from diverse organizations gathered to witness
this special moment.

During his speech, President Obama single out Mr.
Juan Castillo, veteran of the 2nd World War and Korea
who was an eyewitness to the presidential visit.

“This man, who is almost 101 years old, is the
example of the sacrifice and commitment of all
Puerto Rican soldiers and veterans, and for
that I express my gratitude and the nation’s
gratitude”, the President said. “Their will-

|\

ingness to serve, their
willingness to sacri-
fice, is as American as

apple pie.”

The president’s schedule
included a visit to La Fortaleza,
the longest-serving governor’s mansion in the West-
ern Hemisphere, a tour of the Kennedy Suite, where
President Kennedy stayed in 1961, and a concert by a
youth orchestra.

“For the 113th MPAD it’s been an honor to serve in
this special occasion”, said Staft Sgt. Marizol Ruiz,
113th MPAD Operations Non-Commissioned Officer.
“This is truly a significant event for all of us here. We
have been working long before sunrise for this visit
and will not stop until the President departs”.

The presidential visit to Puerto Rico lasted a little over
four hours, but left a lasting impression in all who
were part of it.

Air Force One arriving at the Mufiz Air Force Base in San Juan. Air Force One is one
of the most recognizable symbols of the presidency, spawning countless references
not just in American culture but across the world. Emblazoned with the words “United
States of America,” the American flag and Seal of The President of the United States, it
is an undeniable prescence wherever it flies.
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AT FORWARD OPERATING BASE

DEH DADI II, Aighanistan
Patience |s a Vlrtue

Story by Capt. Kathryn Werback, PA Officer, 18th Engineer Brigade

July has been a preparation month for the 1014th

Y Engineer Company (Sapper) of Puerto Rico. Their
equipment continues to arrive and the delay is frustrat-
ing for the soldiers, but they have taken the opportu-
nity to intensify their training.

Transferring paper work, tracking shipments, and
training matrixes are all closely monitored by the
1014th Eng. Company Tactical Operations Center.

“One of my jobs, here in the TOC, is to track every
soldier’s qualifications and status,” explained Sgt. 1st
Class Jorge Santiago of the 1014th Eng. Company,
operations non-commissioned officer from Bayamon,
Puerto Rico. “If the Soldier needs this kind of training
or that, I’m the one that makes sure it happens,”

“We told the soldiers we need
them to keep the motivation
up and be, as Puerto Ricans;
positive, hard working, and
willing to celebrate.”

= 1LT Luis Camacho, X0, 1014th SAPPER CO.

Given the opportunity to get more training for soldiers,
Santiago jumps at the chance. Although they continue
to wait for some equipment, they know that “all that
stuff is coming, so we’re preparing ourselves.”

The 1014th has been busy sharpening their warrior
skills in combat lifesaver techniques, weapon ranges,
battle drills, mine resistant ambush protected vehicle
driving, robotics, and demolition. Recently, 1st Pla-
toon was out in the motor pool training on their casu-
alty evacuation procedures.
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1LT Luis Camaco, Executive OfficerO) of the 1014th overses the
training taken on by his troops while awaiting for the rest of the equipment
to arrive at FOB Deh Dadi Il, Afghanistan. (Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Glenn
Sierra)

“We received a few vehicles yesterday, and we’re
now waiting on the paperwork to sign for them,” said
Staff Sgt. Angel Santiago with 1014th Eng. Company,
maintenance section sergeant from Ciales, Puerto
Rico. “Right now, I’'m checking all the functions on
this forward repair system to see if it’s operational.
We’ll use this system to provide basic maintenance
and repairs on our vehicles.”

As soldiers were rushing in and out of the TOC,
checklists were confirmed, and instructions were is-
sued. Sgt. 1st Class Santiago looked up from his com-
puter and said, “We’re patient; but at the same time,
we want in on this fight.”



| | Spc Jaime Vaquero of 1014th Engineer Company (Sapper) combat engineer from the Puerto Rico National Guard,

= acts as a litter patient while his buddies extract him from a Mine Resistant Ambush Protected vehicle during casualty
evacuation training at Forward Operating Base Deh Dadi I, Afghanistan. In order to prevent real injuries soldiers
remove their body armor to practice their carrying techniques before their final practical exercise. (Photo by Sgt. 1st
Class Glenn Sierra)
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Article compiled from “TF Roughneck Review” publication issue #3 June 2011, FOB Deh Dadi 2, Afghanistan

Es el Fideicomiso Institucional de
la Guardia Nacional de Puerto Rico
‘-'Estés aportando a nuestro fondo?
‘-_Conoces los beneficios que ofrecemos y los
procedimientos para obtenerlos?
;Sabias que FIGNA puede aportar a la educacion
tuya y la de tus dependientes? \

No permitas que la desinformacion te prive de nuestros beneficios

* Grado Vocacional/Post-graduado - hasta $900 por aio académico
* Maestria/Doctorado - hasta $1,350 por aio académico

* Estudios en Medicina para especializacion de Médicos validados de
la GN - hasta $1,000 por aio académico hasta un maximo de dos aros

Ta y tu conyuge e hijos son importantes para nosotros. Puedes llamarnos, visitar nuestras oficinas
en $an Juan, visitar nuestra pagina: http://www.figna.gobierno.pr/ o enviarnos un facsimil:

(787) 289-1400 x 1460 Facsimil: (787) 721-1836
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225% DE POLICIA MILITAR

REGRESA DE MISION EN HONDURAY

Parte de la compaiia 225 de Policia Militar de la Guardia Nacional de Puerto Rico
regres6 en agosto del pais de Honduras en donde estuvieron destacados en la
Base Aérea Soto Cano en Palmerola.

El grupo de policias militares, compuesto de 49 Soldados entre los cuales habia
cinco féminas, estuvo movilizado durante un afho ejecutando tareas de seguridad
en Soto Cano como parte de la Fuerza de Tarea Conjunta Bravo.

La Fuerza de Tarea Conjunta Bravo fué establecida en agosto del 1984 y es una
de las tres fuerzas de tarea conjunta bajo las 6rdenes del Comando Sur de los
EE.UU.

El 225vo de Policia Militar de la GNPR fué parte de la mision
primordial de la Fuerza de Tarea Conjunta Bravo de incentivar la
union y llevar a cabo ejercicios de inter-agencia en el Area de
Operaciones Conjunta (JOA), para brindar seguridad y cooperacion
regional y apoyar el desarrollo democratico en la zona.
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Por Sgto. 1ra Clase Luis E. Orengo, GNPR, PAO

a Guardia Nacional de Puerto Rico y la World

Wrestling Entertainment visitaron a los nifios del
hogar “Nifios que Quieren Sonreir” ubicado en San-
turce.

Eve Torres, Diva de la WWE expreso su deseo de
llevar alegria a los nifios pacientes de cancer ya que su
mama es sobreviviente de esta enfermedad.

“Yo lucho para vivir, pero ustedes han luchado por
vivir y eso los ha hecho fuertes”, dijo Torres.

“Esta visita tiene el proposito de llevar un momento de
alegria a todos estos niflos pacientes de cancer”, dijo el
Ayudante General de Puerto Rico, General de Division
Antonio J. Vicéns.

La emocion y la algarabia de los nifios presente eran
evidentes mientras recibian autografos y se fotografia-
ban con Torres.

“La gran mayoria de estos nifios son fanaticos de la
lucha libre y era algo natural que nosotros, teniendo la
oportunidad a través del Negociado de la Guardia Na-
cional, le brinddramos esta experiencia”, dijo Vicéns.

“Hoy ha sido el mejor dia de mi vida”, dijo Anher
Omar Hernandez Navarro, uno de los nifos asistente
a la actividad. “Yo quiero ser soldado, porque son los
héroes de verdad, aunque siempre quise ser parte de la
WWE también”.

“Nuestro envolvimiento con las actividades de la
Sociedad Americana del Cancer es parte de la labor
comunitaria de nuestra institucién y es a la vez una
mision de amor”, termino diciendo Vicéns.

El hogar “Nifios que Quieren Sonreir” es una rama de
la Sociedad Americana del Céancer donde los nifios
pacientes de cancer descansan y recuperan luego de
recibir tratamiento de quimoterapia y otro tratamientos
relacionados con esta enfermedad. En este hogar se
provee alojamiento al nifio junto a uno de sus padres.

Como parte del apoyo al Hogar, la GNPR auspicia el
evento de Relevo por la Vida y tiene designado un
equipo de trabajo para llevar alegria y compartir con
los nifios que alli pernoctan juntos a sus padres. Tam-
bién la GNPR esta en proceso de reparar areas de
este Hogar para beneficio de los que disfrutan de las

facilidades. --- Edwin Ramos Jourdan, Coordinador S.O.S.
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PRNG A Company 1-11 1.‘Av‘

MOBILIZED FOR MISSIONS IN

By Staff Sgt. Waldemar Rivera, PRNG, PAO

The Ist Battalion 111th Aviation from the Army
Aviation Support Facility of the Puerto Rico Na-
tional Guard got movilized to provide transportation
support in the last phase of the US troops leaving Iraq
after the President had declared the Iraq mission to be
completed by the 31st of December.

The four UH-60 Blakhawks took off from the AASF
in San Juan, on August 28, heading northeast toward
Killeen, Tx., in a voyage that would take several fuel
and rest stops before converging at Fort Hood with the
rest of the crew and support personnel.

Upon arrival in Texas, the helicopters had to be
stripped, cleaned and reconditioned by the support
crew awaiting there before departing for the mission.

“We are leaving by the end of October in three sepa-
rate groups toward this mission,” said Lt. Col. Pat Mi-
gnon, commander of the mission. “ We are gonna roll
into Kuwait and from there we’ll go to Tadji, Iraq., for
about a month where we will utilize aircrafts that are
already there to provide transportation support toward
the south. After the 31st of December there will be no
more missions within Iraq.”

Once there, the troops would do some final training
and refreshing courses for a couple of months to fine-
tune the movilization mission.

“This is the first time I get movilized and It feels a
little like home because I am with the whole crew and
the guys I already know,” said Chief Warrant Officer
Luis Rios from A company 1-111th Avn. “I think

I would be a little nervous if I was by myself with
people I would have to get to know. I feel very confi-
dent with the outcome of the mission.”
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PRNG Language Center

REVIVEN
SIPPANISH
COURNE
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By: Staff Sgt. Joseph Rivera Rebolledo, PRNG-PAO

he Puerto Rico National Guard’s 201st Regi-

mental Training Institute at Juana Diaz restored
its Spanish Language Course at the Language Cen-
ter in Fort Allen.

The course, which was inactive for several years, is
again being offered to all Soldiers and those service
members who require Spanish to effectively accom-
plish their mission.

According to Ist Lt. Cesar A. Irizarry, 3678th For-
ward Support Company and the academy project
officer, Special Forces Soldiers used to enroll in the
Spanish Course at least once a year, but it was not
until 2011 that the course was revived here and SF
troops began to enroll again.

Currently, Soldiers from the 20th Special Forces
Group are attending the course and are scheduled to
attend all three phases, which are: basic, intermedi-
ate and advanced courses.

According to Irizarry, once all phases are complete,
the Soldiers are scheduled to take the Defense
Language Proficiency Test, which determines their
listening and verbal proficiency levels in the lan-
guage. The test is also a tool for the schoolhouse to
measure the effectiveness of the course and identify
possible areas of improvement.

One of the attendees said that an advantage of tak-



ing the course in Puerto Rico is the availability of
native Spanish speakers from the surrounding area.

As part of the training, Soldiers visit the Veterans
Home in Juana Diaz on a daily basis once class is
complete. There, they have the opportunity to speak
with the residents for about two hours and practice
what they have learned, which represents full im-
mersion in the language.

“The expectations of the RTT are to keep bringing
students from other states and territories to take the
Spanish course,” said Irizarry. “What makes us spe-

cial is that we are in Puerto Rico, where we speak
Spanish and that’s what they look for, for that
immersion in which they are always practicing
' and honing their Spanish.”

Accordlng to Maj. Haymet Llovet,
Language Center
- commandant,
she’s very pleased
with the outcome af-
ter reviving a course
that was dormant
for 12 years.

- “We are very
1.&3 proud of the opportunity to offer
; ' the course once again; a course
{ W ¥ which we are prepared for with
| Spanish teachers who are certi-
fied by the Department of
.. Education,” said Llovet.
“In order to expand and
. 'L increase attendance of
A : . the Spanish Course,
¥2°\ the PRNG presented
! a proposal to mem-
% bers of other states,
T} ' the State Partner-
| :-r % ship Program, other
¢ &' National Guards and
B federal agencies such as
the FBI, said Llovet.

facebook

Ever wonder where all the pictures you
see taken by the Public Affairs Office go?

Check out the Puerto Rico National Guard
Facebook page and become a fan!

Find old and new friends and connect
with fellow Soldiers and Airmen.

New photos and videos are added
frequently.

The page can be found at:
www.facebook.com/PuertoRicoNationalGuard
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FROM THE 101st TROOP COMMAND COMMANDER'’S DESK

By Spc. Wanda I. Herndandez Reyes, 113th MPAD

“Teamwork is basically an individual behavior
within what we do, it is used in the military
system yet it is also carried through to the civilian
system,” said Col. Gervasio Ortiz-Lopez, Commander
of the 101st Troop Command, Puerto Rico National
Guard.

We live in a society where almost nothing is accom-
plished alone, you need somebody to rely on when
doing activities.

“During Basic Training, the first form of teamwork is
learned when we are taught to have a ‘buddy’,” said
Ortiz. “That battle buddy is there no matter what, in
good or bad situations. This person needs to know
everything about you and vice versa. In service, in the
mission, or tasks being performed, you need to know
each other, and cross-train with this person.”

Both can learn from one another, see other perspec-
tives and watch out for each other and each other’s
development.

ment like the Very Small Aperture Terminal system containers during An-
nual Training 2011. (Photo by Staff Sgt. Waldemar Rivera, 113th MPAD)
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Col. Gervasio Ortiz, Commander of 101st Troop Command, encourages
Soldiers to use teamwork on a day-to-day basis to carry out the mission
in a more efficient way. (Photo by Spc. Wanda |. Hernandez Reyes, 113th
MPAD)

“If you try to do these things alone, you will real-

ize how unsuccessful it is and how there isn’t much
accomplished alone,” said Ortiz. “As an entity, our
system has goals and objectives for each individual,
but also for the entire institution. When it is only an
individual trying to achieve this, it is only one person
thinking about how to do the mission or a specific
task, where in reality at the end everyone has to do his
or her own part.”

“Whether it is done in a team of two, a squad, a pla-
toon, a battalion, everything we do in the 101st Troop
Command is done through teamwork,” said Ortiz.
“When we do everything together, it is then done as a
collective task.”

The way teamwork is enforced and implemented is by
conducting troop training, cross-training each other,
and performing collective training at the end.

“Everyone has personal things to do or work on.
However, the idea is to also attach all training as a
whole, to unite the entity and have equal growth,” said
Ortiz.

“Without teamwork it is very difficult to perform a
mission, a task or job. Its effectiveness shows, no
matter whether within the military system or the civil-
ian system.”
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Por Sgto. de Estado Waldemar Rivera, GNPR, PAO
L a Guardia Nacional de Puerto Rico inaugurd
una nueva oficina de reclutamiento en el
pueblo de Naranjito en medio de una ceremonia donde
el Gobernador Luis Fortufio hizo el corte de cinta

inaugural junto al honorable Orlando Ortiz, alcalde de
¢éste pueblo.

“Estoy muy orgulloso de que se abre una oficina de
reclutamiento de la Guardia Nacional en nuestro
pueblo”, dijo Ortiz. Esto ayuda a que los residentes
de Naranjito y areas adyacentes pierdan la mentalidad
de que todo se tiene que hacer en el area metropolitana
y para que vean que nuestro pueblo tambien tiene la
capacidad de dar los servicios aqui mismo”.

“El sefior Gobernador, como comandante en jefe, nos
di6 el visto bueno para que esta oficina de reclu-
tamiento fuese una realidad para los ciudadanos de
Naranjito. Sin lugar a dudas que esta oficina nos
ayudard a crear n<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>