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FRIENDSHIP THROUGH MUSIC

One couple bridges international gap through music

“Although there are obstacles in language, there is no such thing
in music. Music is a wonderful medium to establish friendship,”
said Shiori Danni, a leading private in the Japan Ground
Self-Defense Force.

Music is a universal language that resonates and unites

people from different backgrounds, capable of building new
comradeship and friendships, while strengthening existing

ones. Throughout the world, people think and speak in different
languages while looking at life through various views. Having a
common appreciation for music can help bridge the gap between
diverse cultures.

For Corey and Shiori Danni who tied the knot in May 2018, music
plays a big part in each of their lives. They are both active-duty
service members playing brass instruments in military bands, but
they are serving different countries.

Sgt. Corey Danni, a euphonium player with the Il Marine
Expeditionary Force Band, arrived on Camp Foster, Okinawa

in 2016. Corey earned a bachelor’s degree in music education
from the State University of New York at Fredonia. He has taught
music at Tonawanda Middle School and High School, Tonawanda,
New York, and has coached a marching band at Lancaster

High School, in Lancaster, New York, before joining the service.
Realizing he wanted to go back to musical performance, the
Buffalo, New York, native, decided to join the Marine Corps where
he could serve his country and play euphonium in tandem.

“The euphonium is rare. It had a strong tradition with military
performances during the American Civil War. Since that tradition
stuck around, euphonium players are highly sought after in
military bands,” said Corey, who started out learning how to play
the trumpet and eventually transitioned to playing his current
instrument over the past 14 years.

Shiori first came to Okinawa in 2012 as a graduate student
studying French horn at the Okinawa Prefectural University of
Arts. Upon receiving her master’s degree in music, she pursued

a career in which she could play and serve others — leading

her to join the JGSDF. In 2015, Shiori, an Awaji Island, Hyogo
prefecture, native, was assigned to the JGSDF 15th Brigade Band
on Camp Naha.

“‘As much as | enjoy what | do, | also enjoy the rewarding
sensation | get when | hear the audience applaud after our
performances,” said Shiori, who played the piano growing up and
has played French horn for the past 16 years.

MEETING OVER CHICKEN AND WAFFLES

Corey and Shiori first met while getting fried chicken and waffles
for lunch with mutual friends who were also band members, in
January 2017 at Chatan Town, Okinawa.
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Shiori Danni performs a solo for the 23rd Annual Combined Concert Sept. 8 at Okinawa
Civic Hall, Okinawa City.
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‘| was immediately drawn to Shiori,” said Corey, who appreciates
learning and experiencing Japanese culture. Shiori, likewise, felt
an unexplainable connection with Corey when she first met him.
Although there were language and culture differences between
the couple, they overcame those obstacles through interests and
appreciation for each other’s unique background.

The key to a good relationship is to have a lifelong commitment
to one another, to respect each other, and be grateful at all times,
according to both Corey and Shiori.

LIFE AS MILITARY MUSICIANS

Military musicians, like Corey and Shiori, travel around playing
at events to connect with local communities. Sometimes
bridging gaps with other countries may not be easy, but music
breaks barriers.

“As a military musician, | am expected to help accomplish the
Marine Corps’ mission through the use of music, which leads to
building better friendships and relationships with other countries
and cultures,” said Corey.

Performing in military uniforms is not always easy. The nature
of the uniforms may bring a mystic or even stern aura, but the
performances humanize band members which softens any
potential tension, according to Shiori.

Corey Danni plays euphonium at the 23rd Annual Combined Concert Sept. 8 at Okinawa
Civic Hall, Okinawa City.
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“Before joining the SDF, | had a rigid image of service members
wearing uniforms. But after joining the service, | am proud to be
wearing the uniform as an SDF member, especially when I'm
playing the Japanese National Anthem. | realized that military
uniforms should not interrupt the audience from enjoying the
music. And for spectators to enjoy the music, | need to show them
that | am enjoying playing the music first,” said Shiori.

While Corey and Shiori typically play with their respective bands,
there is one performance they take part in together. The JGSDF
15th Brigade Band and the Ill MEF Band have been developing
their bilateral relationship through music over the years, most
recently as they hosted their 23rd Annual Combined Band
Concert, Sept. 8 in Okinawa Civic Hall, Okinawa City.

The combined band concerts are to strengthen the Japan-U.S.
relationship and express the friendship that the countries have
today through music, according to JGSDF Capt. Ken Yamashita,
the officer in charge for 15th Brigade Band.

“The combined concert reinforces our commitment to the Okinawa
residents. We are guests here. We gain a lot of cultural capital
here through performances,” said Chief Warrant Officer Andres
Navarro, the officer in charge for the Il MEF Band.

The audience members composed of Okinawa residents and

Corey and Shiori Danni pose for a photo Sept. 2 at [l MEF Band hall, Camp Foster.
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American spectators may not have spoken the same language
at the combined concert. But once the music hit them, the vibe
reverberated through the air as their synchronized clapping
got louder with enthusiasm exhibiting the bilateral alliance we
have today.

To some, music may be something that inspires, encourages, and
provides motivation to themselves. To others, it may be part of
their lifestyle. According to Corey, music is meditative, whereas
Shiori defines it as part of her everyday life. Although music may
hold different meanings to the Dannis, it still has established a
significant foundation for both of them.

Music binds those with different backgrounds and cultures,
and those who speak different languages. Music can act as a
universal tool which creates friendships and new alliance.

The Japan-U.S. relationship, whether seen at the community or
international levels, can be portrayed through the Dannis and the
combined concerts. Efforts such as these friendship and cultural
exchanges increase mutual understanding, accepting differences,
being respectful and showing gratitude, bringing harmony to
existing and future relationships.

Story and photos by Nika Nashiro
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The JGSDF 15th Brigade Band and Il MEF Band celebrate Shiori and Corey Danni’s

* | marriage Sept. 2, Camp Foster.
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Corey and Shiori Danni smile for a photo on Oct. 6, Chatan TO\‘Nn.
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Corey and Shiori Danni.pose for a photo Sept. 8 at bkinawa Civic Hall, Okinawa City.
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Kunio Arakaki, right, mayor of Kitanakagusuku Village,
prepares to speak to the volunteers who participated in
the sunflower planting in Kitanakagusuku Village, Nov. 17.
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Marines volunteering with the Camp Foster Single Marine Program prepare.a-plot-of-soil
during a sunflower planting.event:
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(Photo courtesy of Kitanakagusuku Village Tourism Association)
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The sunflower at:seedling phase;, Dec.18.
(Photo courtesy of Kitanakagusuku.Village-Tourism Association)
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A community garden is created with hard work, a hopeful
heart, and a little fun. Soil, sun and water are the simple
needs of any plant, but when a community comes together
to create a garden, it becomes a work of art.

The Kitanakagusuku Village sunflower garden is one such
work of art in the making, due to the efforts of local and
Marine volunteers.

The garden was originally planted by the village office
near the Kitanakagusuku Village Middle School, but
because of increased foot traffic in the limited space,
the village relocated the plot away from the school. This
plot did not produce the sunflowers and the garden was
almost cancelled.

“After moving to the new plot, we tried planting it three times,
but the flowers did not bloom,” said Kunio Arakaki, mayor

of Kitanakagusuku Village. “Last year was our 10th year
doing this, thinking it would be the last time. But the young
people came and decided to take over the project; hence we
decided to open the plot to public.”

Arakaki said that the younger members of the community
wanted the sunflowers and the festival that came with their
blooms in February. So in an effort to continue this legacy,
Kitanakagusuku Village opened the plot to all members to
bond and teach through growth.

“We thought on our poor decision of using only a few people
from the village office to do the planting and knew this
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wouldn't lead us to a bountiful festival,” said Arakaki. “So we
thought that by having the communities get involved with
this festival starting with seed planting, it would bond the
community together while also teaching responsibility, the
joy of planting and the joy of watching what you plant grow.”

When the opportunity for Marines to also get involved was
offered, Camp Foster’s Single Marine Program reserved two
plots for volunteers to grow their own sunflowers.

“Being able to work with the community to create the
sunflower garden was a really cool experience,” said

Pfc. Maddie Jones, a combat graphics specialist with
Communication Strategy and Operations, Marine Corps
Installations Pacific. “I think that it works to help bring the
local communities and the U.S. military closer together and
improve our working relationship with each other as well as
help give back.”

The planting took place the second week of November,
with the local and military communities working the land
side-by-side, and when February comes the labor of that
work will blossom.

“We are very happy that U.S. service members came
out,” said Arakaki. “The commander of Camp Foster and
| had a discussion of us wanting to have more cultural
and friendship exchanges. Hence, we're very excited that
service members took part in this event. We would like to
thank everyone.”
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The clothing drive relief committee in Maui, Hawaii, finishes packing clothes
Dec. 15, 1945. (Photo provided by Dan Nakasone)
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An elementary school in Shuri, Naha City receives books from Hawaii during post World
War Il relief effort. (Photo provided by Dan Nakasone)
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Hiroshi lkemiyagi holds piglets in his hog farm, Nov. 29 in Uruma City.
(Photo by Nika Nashiro)
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DaV|d Y. Ige, govemor of Hawaii, proclalms Sept. 27 as the P|gs from the Sea Day at
the state capitol building in Honolulu, Hawaii. (Photo by Nika Nashiro)
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OKINAWA, HAWAII REFLECT ON
POSTWAR RELIEF EFFORTS,
REAFFIRMING SPIRIT OF YUIMAARU

Okinawa was a heavy porcine cultured island before World War I1.

The Battle of Okinawa changed that.

Prewar Okinawa had more than 100,000 pigs. However, after the
Battle of Okinawa, hog population decreased immensely bringing
the number to about 2,000, according to government data. With
the postwar relief effort from Hawaii, Okinawa was able to rebuild
its domestic pig population.

Okinawan food revolves around pork, making pig their cultural
delicacy. Every part of the pig is used in Okinawan cuisine.

To commemorate the postwar humanitarian effort that took place
70 years ago, David Y. Ige, governor of Hawaii, proclaimed

Sept. 27 as the Pigs from the Sea Day at the state capitol building
in Honolulu, Hawaii.

Commander Fleet Activities Okinawa hosted a reception at White
Beach Naval Facility in Uruma City Nov. 17 to pay tribute to the
memorable event that took place on the same military facility
seven decades ago.

“We would like to pay respect to those U.S. military personnel
who took part in providing the transportation of the pigs from
Hawaii,” said Toshio Shimabuku, mayor of Uruma City, who
attended the reception. “On behalf of Uruma City, we would
like to convey our appreciation for providing the opportunity to
commemorate the historical event.”

RELIEF EFFORT FROM HAWAII

The relief effort was initiated by Thomas Taro Higa, who served
with the U.S. Army’s 100th Infantry Battalion during World War
Il. Higa, who was a second-generation Okinawan from Hawaii,
spoke Okinawan dialect. Because of this, he volunteered as

an interpreter in the Battle of Okinawa after serving in the
European theater. Through interpreting and interacting with the
local Okinawan civilians, he understood that Okinawa was in
dire need of humanitarian assistance. Upon returning to Hawaii
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in September 1945, he relayed Okinawa’s status to those of
Okinawan descent in Hawaii which led them to send aid. This
was the beginning of the relief effort, according to Yoshimitsu
Hamabata, the producer who rebooted a musical theater
performance called “Pigs from the Sea,” based on a 2003
production that premiered in 2016.

The Okinawan community in Hawaii confronted two problems

as they started moving forward with the plan. First, the lack

of Japanese support threatened to hinder the much-needed
assistance. Secondly, they needed the U.S. Navy’s support to
ship the goods to Okinawa. The Okinawans on Hawaii decided

to seek help from religious organizations which were supportive
to postwar humanitarian efforts. With their assistance, a clothing
drive was organized. With several religious leaders and Higa,
they were able to secure transportation assistance from the Navy,
according to Dan Nakasone, a producer for Public Broadcasting
Service’s Emmy Award-winning food and culture series, “Family
Ingredients,” in which the history of Okinawan pork was examined
in an episode.

In February 1946, more than 150 tons of clothing was sent to
Okinawa via the Honolulu Council of Churches. This was the first
wave of the relief effort, stated Nakasone

“Although | was the youngest sibling of eight, | did not have
hand-me-downs,” said John Tasato, former president of the
Hawaii United Okinawa Association while recalling his childhood
memory during the proclamation. “The clothes went out to the
clothing drive. Our mother told us we had to send our clothes to
our family in Okinawa.”

The U.S. military provided warehouses near White Beach where
the goods were received and inventoried, then distributed to
neighboring islands. Starting from 1946 until its disbandment

in 1949, Reputa Kai, a group formed mostly by Okinawan
housewives, sent three shipments of supplies including books,
school supplies, sewing machines, oil lanterns, bicycles and
other miscellaneous supplies through the United Association

of Christian Churches. In 1948, shipments of $10,000 worth of
the medical supplies, approximately $105,000 today, were sent
from the Okinawa Medical League which was established by
Okinawan descent doctors in Hawaii. In 1949, 750 milking goats
were shipped from members of the Seventh-day Adventist Church

to aid children and malnourished mothers who could not feed
their infants, according to Nakasone, who is a third-generation
Okinawan from Hawaii.

“Not only do these represent the bridge of immigrants becoming
the arm of salvation for many devastated by war,” according to
Chisako Oshiro who was the liaison between Okinawa and Hawaii
for the musical “Pigs from the Sea”. “Itis also a great symbol of
the local residents, the immigrants abroad, American missionaries
and the U.S. military all working together for the greater good and
becoming true citizens of the world together. | don’t know if we
will truly ever know all the unsung heroes it took to bring the pigs,
goats, clothes and medical supplies, etc. to Okinawa after the
war, but it truly represents the epitome of goodwill toward men.”

PIGS FROM THE SEA

In 1948, despite the harsh economic environment, a group of
Okinawans in Hawaii raised more than $50,000 within six months,
which is approximately $526,000 in today’s economy, and bought
550 pigs from Omaha, Nebraska to be shipped from Portland,
Oregon to Okinawa. This alleviated severe food shortages from
the war, according to Nakasone.

With the help of the U.S. military, seven Okinawan men and the
pigs sailed across the Pacific aboard the USS John Owen with
their crew members, according to Hamabata, the director of the
Uruma City Lifelong Learning and Cultural Promotion Center.

“| am thankful that the U.S. military provided assistance
bringing the pigs to Okinawa,” said Hamabata. “It was a
wonderful present.”

After surviving ruthless storms and losing several pigs overboard,
on Sept. 27, 1948, 537 hogs arrived at White Beach Naval
Facility, added Hamabata, who found out that he was related to
one of the seven men that brought the pigs over to Okinawa.

“| was greatly impressed when | first heard about the action
taken by these brave men,” said Hiroshi lkemiyagi, whose father
received one of the original pigs seven decades ago.

Kamesuke Kakazu was the one who came up with the initial idea
of sending live pigs to Okinawa to create a sustainable livelihood,
according to Hamabata.

“Give a man fish and he will eat for a day. Teach him how to fish,
and he will eat for a lifetime,” read the words on a memo given
to Hamabata by Kakazu’s daughter, May Oshiro, who mentioned
that those words were her father's motives.

“Food, medical supplies, and other goods will not last once they're
used or consumed,” explained Hamabata. “But Kakazu realized
that if he can send live pigs with the intent to breed a population,
Okinawa can rebuild its pig farm.”

Okinawan pork culture is flourishing today because of actions
taken by seven courageous Okinawan immigrants from Hawaii

70 years ago, according to Ikemiyagi who is raising approximately
900 pigs at his hog farms in Uruma City, which his father started
almost 60 years ago.

“Because of efforts including the pigs crossing over the seas,
Okinawa was able to recover,” said lkemiyagi who has been
contributing his pork to community gatherings. “And with

that history, we should take the opportunity to develop our
bilateral friendship.”

YUIMAARU SPIRIT

“Yuimaaru” is a phrase in Okinawan dialect which roughly
translates to the act of helping others in times of need. The
shipment of hogs has demonstrated the unyielding relationship
between Okinawa and Hawaii, according to Govenor Ige.

“| pray that this anecdote which portrays the bond between
Japan and U.S., ‘the yuimaaru spirit,’ will be handed down from
generation to generation,” said Shimabuku.

The spirit of yuimaaru was the foundation of this historic
humanitarian effort, mentioned Governor Ige.

“The relief effort that took place 70 years ago is a perfect example
of the spirit of yuimaaru,” said Lt. Gen. Eric M. Smith, Okinawa
Area Coordinator and the Commanding General of the Ill Marine
Expeditionary Force. “As residents of this beautiful island, we
strive to be good neighbors and good guests, and to learn

about the local culture both to enrich our time here and to honor
our guests.”

Special thanks to Yoshimitsu Hamabata, Chizu Inoue, Dan Nakasone,

Chisako Oshiro, and John Tasato. , _
Story by Nika Nashiro
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Akira Yamauchi, president of Okinawa Hawaii Association, left, Toshio Shimabuku,
center, mayor of Uruma City, and U.S. Navy Capts,Robert Mathewson, commander of
Fleet Activities Okinawa, carve a pig Nov. 17 at Naval Facility White Beach.
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Pig the USS Owen. (Ph f Shinyei Shimabukuro, provided by Jon
Itomura, grandson of one of the seven Okinawan voyagers)
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Yoshimitsu Hamabata, the producer of musical “Pigs from the Sea,” explains the history
of postwar relief from Hawaii, Nov. 27 in Uruma City. (Photo.by.Nika.Nashiro)
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(Photo provided by Chizu Inouye)
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Okinawan community in Hawaii gathers for relief effort.
(Photo provided by Dan Nakasone)
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MARINES PAINT
FRIENDSHIP ARCHWAY
ATK e

Marines place the new Américan flagvinyl sheet en‘the metal-plate.
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A Marine removes an-aged Japanese flag with . k :
Makoto Toguchi, Kin Town;Nov.17. V- s ] AN 3

1 to refurbish outside the Camp Hansen Gate 1.
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Makoto Toguchi and a Marine attach a new Japanese flag to the archway.
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Marines from Camp Hansen volunteered to paint the
archway outside the Camp Hansen Gate 1 in Kin Town,
Okinawa, Nov. 17.

A total of 16 Marines with 3rd Intelligence Battalion, Il
Marine Expeditionary Force, arrived early in the morning
and started refurbishing the aged archway by sanding off
rust and applying new coats of paint.

“This is the first time the archway has been painted since
it was constructed around 20 years ago,” said Motohiro
Yamashiro, Kin Town Commerce and Tourism Section chief.

This volunteer project was first initiated a year ago by one
of the former executive officers with the 3rd Intel Bn. One
day, the captain saw the weathered archway while stopped
at a traffic light on his daily commute and thought it needed
to be restored, according to 1st Lt. Daniel Burrell, battalion
adjutant for 3rd Intel Bn. Burrell has taken over the project
since the captain’s departure.

“Although the captain started the project, he was unable

to get the scaffolding to reach the archway before he left,”
said Burrell. “I thought it was a brilliant idea, so | decided to
pursue it through working with the Camp Hansen community
relations specialist.”

Five organizations between the local and U.S. communities
came together to refurbish the archway. The North Shore
Baptist Church, located right outside Gate 1, provided

the Japanese and American flag vinyl sheets, while the
American Engineering Corporation lent out the scaffolding

11— WINTER 2018

at no cost. The Kin Town Commerce and Tourism Division
contributed the paint and the painting supplies. MT Reform,
a local home remodeling company, supplied tools and
supervised the project. Lastly, 3rd Intel. Bn. arranged
volunteers as manpower, according to Burrell.

“It's a relatively small project, but | believe it'll have a big
impact,” said Burrell. “Our goal is to create a starting point of
renewed cooperation and commitment to building Kin Town
by partnering with local business owners and making it a
better place for everyone.”

The battalion has been participating in numerous volunteer
activities including beach cleanups and teaching English
to both local preschool children and working professionals.
Along with those activities, they have engaged in cultural
and friendship exchanges with members from the local
community of Kin Town, according to Burrell.

‘| think these kinds of friendship exchanges are fantastic,”
said Makoto Toguchi, representative of MT Reform who
oversaw the project. “l am always amazed by Americans’
volunteer spirit.”

Kin Town officials find this project outstanding as they have
been planning to restore the archway for two to three years.
Having the local community come together for a cause was
wonderful, according to Yamashiro.

“We are always looking for opportunities to show our
appreciation and to give back to the community that we are
a part of,” said Burrell.
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IN AN EFFORT TO
FOSTER GOODWILL
BETWEEN THE PEOPLE
OF OKINAWA JAPAN
AND THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA.
THE MARINES AND

BEOKEX.

SAILORS OF THE "R E AR — L bR
DEEBHBCHEDND

7TH COMMUNICATION

BATTALION PROUDLY
MAINTAIN THE GROUNDS H%E:ZO(RES.
OF THE HIKARIGAOKA
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Friendship plague between Hikarigaoka Nursing Home and 7th Comm. Bn. was set up outside

the facility at Kin Town, Sept. 26, 2002.
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PARTNERSHIP

L Marines, sailors carry on
two decades of friendship with
0O nursing home in Kin Town

W Twenty Marines and sailors with 7th

Communication Battalion, Ill Marine Expeditionary
Force arrived at Hikarigaoka Nursing Home in Kin

H Town in the early morning of Sept. 7 to help prepare
I for the upcoming district festival the next day. The
U.S. service members, who live on Camp Hansen,
P worked together with the nursing home staff to set

up tents, tables, and chairs.

After manual labor under the beating sun, Marines
and sailors huddled underneath the shade and
enjoyed refreshments provided by the facility.

“We are very grateful for their hospitality,” said
Sachio Shimabukuro, general manager of
Hikarigaoka Nursing home, who generously
brought out his home-grown mangoes to the
Marines and sailors who helped prepare the site for
the district festival. “These mangoes are sweeter
than the ones that are sold at stores,” added

Shimabukuro.

This was not the first time that 7th Comm. Bn.

9 — WINTER 2018
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Tomoya Yamamura, the facility maintenance managerpinstructs the’service

members to set up the tents Sept. 7.
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Marines help cleanup the nursing home grounds on Oct. 2 after TypHoon
Trami hit Okinawa. (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Danielle Abshire) Thanksgiving feast Nov. 15.

B 2 4 SHipEZE S Ik ERERZRIF I BRSNS

=[@E1 04 2 H. £H

volunteered at Hikarigaoka Nursing Home.
They have been visiting the facility twice a
month for almost 25 years, assisting with
grounds maintenance and making cultural and
friendship exchanges.

“They have been a great help with landscaping
and cleaning outside of the facility,” said Tomoya
Yamamura, a resident from Nago City who
manages the facility’s maintenance.

Just like those ripe home-grown mangoes, it takes
time and effort to nourish fellowship, partnership,
and fidelity, according to Shimabukuro.

DECADES OF LOYALTY

The two decade-old friendship was initiated by
Camp Hansen's former community relations
specialist, Chiyoko Kouchi, whose intent was

to allow the service members the opportunity to
be immersed with the local community and be
exposed to Okinawan culture, according to current
community relations specialist Takayuki Kayo.
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Service members make Thanksgiving plates for the senior citizens Nov. 15.
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Service members and the senior citizens enjoy eating and interacting during the
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‘I think volunteering is a great way to interact with the
community, and it's also great for the Marines and sailors to
get a chance to go out and meet new people and help foster
good relationships,” said Gunnery Sgt. Jason Bollinger, first
sergeant for Headquarters Company 7th Comm. Bn.

This was not the first time nursing home facility director
Ayako Ginoza had an engagement with U.S. service
members. According to Ginoza, her paternal family
emigrated from Okinawa to Hawaii before World War I,
while her father, the eldest son, stayed behind.

As the war started, her father was drafted into the Japanese
Imperial Army while one of her uncles enlisted in the U.S.
military. During the war, Ginoza'’s father was detained in

the Yaka Refugee Camp, Kin Town. After the war, Ginoza’s
uncle was stationed in Okinawa. Upon hearing about his
brother’s imprisonment, he looked for his brother and
reunited at the refugee camp bringing tears to those who
witnessed the event.

‘| feel | am able to have fellowship with these service
members because | have relatives in Hawaii and an uncle

who served in the service,” said Ginoza who believes these
childhood memories have shaped her positive perspective
toward Americans. “Having appreciation for each other has
allowed us to continue our friendship for more than 20 years
and | am very grateful for that. *

HAVING A HEART OF GRATITUDE

On Nov. 15, the nursing home and 7th Comm. Bn.
celebrated an early Thanksgiving by introducing the purpose
behind the holiday. As the staff members and senior citizens
thanked the Marines and the sailors, they shared the
Thanksgiving feast provided by the battalion.

“Food is a great way to bring people together across all
different cultures,” said Maj. Nicholas Bukovac, executive
officer of 7th Comm. Bn. “Just having the opportunity

to enjoy food reaches across the barrier we may have;
language barrier being one of them. This meal is perfect
representation of our great deal of gratitude for all of the
staff and residents of the nursing home welcoming us.”

Smiles were seen on the golden agers as they gathered
around the dining table.

“Alot of senior citizens here used to work at Camp

Hansen,” said Ginoza. “There are some who speak English.
Whenever service members come visit the facility for cultural
and friendship exchanges, everyone takes their seat smiling
saying they are happy. The staff members and the retirees
welcome the Marines and sailors. They are grateful that they
can eat appetizing food.”

The nursing home welcomes the Marines and sailors when
the facility hosts cultural events and district festivals to
reciprocate their fellowship.

“To return the favor, we invite them to our facility to introduce
them to Okinawan culture, such as Muuchii Day for muuchii
or rice cake pounding in January,” said Shimabukuro.

Even though these service members leave in two to three
years, the exchange programs are passed down within
their unit, according to Ginoza, who feels indebted to their
volunteering spirit.

“We do our best to convey our appreciation through these
exchanges,” said Ginoza. “Although it is easy to take these
volunteers for granted, we make sure to welcome everyone
with the heart of gratitude. Because these exchanges are
give-and-take, we continue to reciprocate their generosity.”

Story and photos by Nika Nashiro
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hanksglvmg feast Nov. 15.
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Sachio Shimabukuro, the general manager of Hikarigaoka Nursing Home, poses in
front of the friendship plaque Sept. 7.
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Service members carry tables from storage Sept. 7 to be used during a festival at the
nursing home.
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Nursing-home resident and a service member pose for a photo during the Thanksgiving
feast Nov. 15.

Service members help set-up tents Sept. 7. 1 Hqis
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM LAST QUARTER ¥ HE%ZH#RIR>C

From late September to mid-December, Marines on Okinawa participated OB TEINS 1 2 AFRAXTIBEBKIEIZ DAY MIEML, Xt
in many events. Events included: cultural and friendship exchanges, ROKRFER R AR=Y ARV 2 LT REBITOTIATA/\IVIRE
sporting events, and family-friendly festivals kLT,

© TRICK-OR-TREATING

© KIN TOWN CLEANUP © COURTNEY FEST

¢ MCIPAC FIRE DEMONSTRATION
Marine Corps Installations Pacific Fire and
Emergency Services hosted a demonstration
for Japanese Fire Academy cadets

© KINSER FEST

The local and U.S. military communities
enjoyed food, games and live music at
Camp Kinser Festival

The Halloween event hosted by Camp Kinser
was an opportu nity for the local and military
communities to dress up and enjoy Halloween
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Marines and sailors from Camp
Hansen contributed to their
communities by volunteering at a
Kin Town cleanup event
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Camp Courtney Holiday Festival
brought the local and U.S.
community together for the two-day
carnival
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NAHA GIANT TUG-OF-WAR
Marines participated in the 48th
annual Naha Giant Tug-of-War
Festival in Naha City, Okinawa
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COMIC CONVENTION

Attendees participated in cosplay at
Okinawa Comic Convention hosted
at Camp Foster
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THANKSGIVING FEAST

Senior citizens and staff members from a nursing
home in Kin Town enjoyed a Thanksgiving feast
provided by Marines from Camp Hansen
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CHRISTMAS PARTY

Over 300 children from the local community
and over 100 Marines celebrated Christmas
Children’s Day hosted by Camp Schwab
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This Quarter’s National
Monthly Observances
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Marines d|spose of garbage during a communlty cleanup eventiin Kin Town, Ok|nawa Nov 29. Community relations events give the Marmes and sailors the
opportunity to build relationships with their neighbors and contribute to their communities. (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Isaac Cantrell)
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U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Christopher 2
Johnson pounds rice during a mochi

making celebration at Ayakari no Mori
Library, Okinawa, Jan. 5.

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl.
Nicole Rogge)
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