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BEGIN A NEW PHASE

FOR LI¥E

Brig. Gen. Dustin A. Shultz, 1st Mission Support Command, U.S. Army Reserve-PR
Commanding General (left), presents an official Certificate of Retirement to Col.
Rafael Medina Vazquez, in recognition for his 31 years of service, during the
Command s retirement ceremony, Sept 15, 2018 at Fort Buchanan, Puerto Rico.
(U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Stephanie Hargett/Released)
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FORT BUCHANAN, PR-
Fifteen Soldiers from
the 1st Mission

Support Command, U.S.
Army Reserve Puerto
Rico, culminated their
military career after
decades of honorable
service to the Nation, in
a solemn ceremony at
the installation’s
community club, Sept

15.

“I would do it again.
Serving in the Army
Reserve for 31 years
helped me in all aspects
of my life. Everything I
have accomplished, in
and out of uniform, is
due to my service to the
Nation,” said Col. Rafael
Medina Vazquez, who

was accompanied by his
wife Zulma Montero.

“For the family he is a
hero. The satisfaction
is huge because, even
though we have gone
through huge sacrifices,
today we finally see the
results,” said Montero.

For 1st Sergeant Eduar-
do Alvelo Nieves and his
wife Diana Meléndez,
the retirement process
has been a positive one.

“Today, I feel the
satisfaction of having
accomplished the
mission. Thanks to the
U.S. Army Reserve I
have accomplished in
life things way above the

expectations I had when
Ijoined the service 33
years ago,” said Alvelo,
while explaining he

has been able to obtain
a graduate degree in
Criminal Justice, thanks
to his service in uni-
form.

“Today | feel the
satisfaction of
having
accomplished the
mission,”

Ist Sgt Eduardo Alvelo
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SOLDIERS FOR LIVE

BEGIN A NEW PHASE

“Today my husband fulfills
one of his dreams, and I am
extremely proud of him. It has
not been easy, but it is certain-
ly worth the sacrifice,” said a
teary-eyed Meléndez.

Another Army Reserve Sol-
dier who retired after 32 years
of service was Maj. Ramdn
Parés Alvarez, from Guaynabo,
Puerto Rico, and who served
in Operation Iraqi Freedom in
2003.

“I have a lot of conflicting feel-
ings today. It has been a great
career. The Army Reserve is
my family, but it is time to take
a knee and spend more time
with my wife and my chil-
dren,” said Parés.

Ana Loépez, Parés’ wife, also
reflected about the conclusion of
his military career.

“I would do it again,”
Col. Rafael Medina Vézquez

“There have been tough mo-
ments, but at the end, the sacri-
fices bring great rewards,” stated
Lopez.

Sgt. 1st Class Jorge Rodriguez
was full of optimism during the

ceremony.

“This is not the end. This is just a

Brig. Gen. Dustin A. Shultz, 1st Mission Support Command, U.S. Army
Reserve-Puerto Rico Commanding General (left) presents an official
Certificate of Retirement to Diana Meléndez (center) in recognition for
her support to her husband Ist Sgt Eduardo Alvelo Nieves’ 33 years of
military career, during the Command s retirement ceremony, Sept. 15, at
Fort Buchanan, Puerto Rico. (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Stephanie Hargett/

Released)

new beginning. I am a Soldier for
life,” said Rodriguez, who retires
after 25 years of service.

Brig. Gen. Dustin A. Shultz,
senior federal Army officer in
the Caribbean, presided over the
event.

“It has been a long road, but you
made it. Thanks to you, today our
command is the premier geo-
graphic command in the Army
Reserve, providing a ready, lethal
and tactically proficient force for
the United States Army Reserve
in the Caribbean. You are part of
this success, and with your ser-
vice, you have established a solid
base for the future of this great
command,” said Shultz.

During the ceremony, Shultz
presented official certificates of
retirement, certificates of appre-
ciation and a folded U.S. Flag to
the retirees. Shultz also presen-
ted official certificates of appre-
ciation to the spouses.

The retirement ceremony is part
of the command’s efforts to in-
vest in its human capital to build
a resilience force, while recogni-
zing the sacrifices of past genera-
tions of Soldiers and families.
Members of the Army Reserve
who accumulate 20 or more
years of qualifying service are
eligible for reserve retirement
when they reach age 60.
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ARMY RESERVE-PR TROOPS TO POLAND

CAROLINA, PR- Approxi-
mately fifty Soldiers from the
266th Ordnance Company,
U.S. Army Reserve-Puerto
Rico traveled to a mobiliza-
tion station in the State of
Texas, Aug. 5, as part of a
mobilization to Poland.

The mobilization of these
U.S. troops from Puerto Rico
is part of a comprehensive
effort to improve interop-
erability, strengthen rela-
tionships and trust among
allied armies, contribute to
regional stability, and dem-
onstrate U.S. commitment
to the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization.

Col. William Griffin, U.S.
Army Reserve-Puerto Rico
Chief of Staff, addressed the
troops at the airport, shortly
before their departure.

Above, Col. William Griffin, U.S. Army Reserve-Puerto Rico Chief of Staff, addresses the
Soldiers from the 266th Ordnance Company, Aug. 5, at the Luis Munoz Marin Airport,
shortly before boarding the plane that would take them to a mobilization station in the

“Your participation in this Continental States. (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Stephanie Hargett/released)

mission clearly showcases
the strategic importance of
our command, while sup-
porting the needs of the Na-
tion, anywhere, any time,”
said Griffin.

Since 2001, the U.S. Army
Reserve-Puerto Rico, the
largest federal U.S. Army
command in the Caribbean,
has deployed a hundred
percent of its formations to
several countries around the
world.

Currently, the command
has Soldiers deployed to
Cuba, Latin America and the
Middle East.

Above, Soldiers of the 266th Ordnance Company, U.S. Army Reserve-Puerto Rico un-
load their baggage at the Luis Munoz Marin Airport, Aug. 5, as part of their mobilization
to Poland. (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Stephanie Hargett/released)
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IGNAL SOLDIERS FROM PR

FORT MCCOY, WI- Approxi-
mately 250 Soldiers from the
35th Expeditionary Signal
Battalion, U.S. Army Reserve-
Puerto Rico, the only federal
Army Signal Command in the
Caribbean, conducted their
annual training during the
month of Aug. 2018, in support
to the Army Reserve Combat
Support Training Exercise.

The unit’s mission is to su-
pport a robust multi-layered
tactical communications net-
work comprised of fiber optics,
high capacity line of site, sate-
1lite transmission and switch-
ing systems.

“In my 21 years of service, I
can honestly say that this is the
smoothest training exercise I
have ever participated of. It is
really smooth,” said Lt. Col.
Richard Tuggle, commander

- a2
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Above, Soldiers of the 35th Expeditionary Signal Battalion, U.S. Army Reserve-Puer-
to Rico configure a communications shelter during their Annual Training Exercise at
Fort McCoy, WI, Aug 24. (U.S. Army photo by 35th ESB UPAR/released)

of the 35th Expeditionary Signal
Battalion.

According to Tuggle, the Soldiers
are not only performing their
mission superbly, but are also
sustaining their readiness.

“We have a double mission here.
Our troops are engineering, in-
stalling and operating voice and
data services, but also they have
time, to prepare their records for
their next promotion boards and
to work in their physical fitness,”
added Tuggle.

Meanwhile, the Battalion Com-
mand Sgt. Maj., Command
Sergeant Major Rafael Saldana,
expressed his confidence in the
ability of his Soldiers to accom-
plish any mission.

“Our Soldiers do not have any
real challenges here,” said Salda-
na.

AT ANNUAL TRAINING

He also stated that the exercise is
having a clear positive impact in
the unit.

“We are not only accomplishing
the communications mission, we
are also creating a good environ-
ment for the troops. We onto
something very good here,” said
Saldana.

According to Tuggle, one of the
main reasons the Soldiers are
doing so well during this annual
training is because they had a
real life validation of their newly
received equipment, in the af-
termath of Hurricane Maria last
year.

The troops assigned to the 35th
Expeditionary Signal Battalion
played a critical role during the
hurricane emergency by success-
fully conducting Defense Support
to Civil Authorities operations,
and establishing communication
nodes around the island.

“Just before the hurricane, the
unit got new equipment. The
emergency allowed our Soldiers
to practice their proficiency
skills, while serving the local
community in Puerto Rico,”
added Tuggle.

The performance of these Sol-
diers while engineering complex
communication networks in aus-
tere environments, clearly show-
cases the level of professionalism
and technological proficiency

of the members assigned to the
Army Reserve in Puerto Rico.
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Army Reserve Soldiers from Puerto
Rico deploy to Afghanistan

Soldiers from the 273rd Transportation Company, U.S. Army Reserve-Puerto Rico, listen to Col. Gilberto Soto,
Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics , who spoke with them about the relevance of their mission, Sept. 10 at the
Luis Murioz Marin Airport. (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Stephanie Hargett/Released)

FORT BUCHANAN, PR- Appro-
ximately twenty Soldiers from the
273rd Transportation Company,
U.S. Army Reserve-Puerto Rico,
departed from the Luis Muiioz

Marin International Airport, Sept.

10, enroute to the Middle East.

Once at the Theater of Opera-
tions, the Soldiers will be manag-
ing and tracking all the transit of
equipment and passengers in the
area, a critical element for mission
success of the U.S. in the region.

“We will go first to a mobilization
station in the Continental United
States and then we will travel to
Afghanistan, where our troops
will be in charge of the transpor-
tation that goes in and out of the
country,” said Capt. Angel D.
Camacho, a native of San Juan.

According to Camacho, the
Soldiers have taken the required
measures to establish a family
emergency plan, in case an
atmospheric phenomenon affects
the island during their absence.

“We have full confidence in our
leaders, and we know our fami-
lies will be good,” said Camacho,
minutes before boarding the
plane.

Col. Gilberto Soto, Army Reserve-
Puerto Rico Deputy Chief of Staff
for Logistics, was at the airport
and talked with the Soldiers as they
were getting ready to depart.

“This mobilization represents the
high level of readiness of the troops
assigned to the Army Reserve-
Puerto Rico, and how our
command directly supports the
needs of the Nation across the
globe,” said Soto.

Soldiers will be managing and
tracking all the transit of
equipment and passengers in the

area
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ARMY RESERVE-PUERTO RICO SOLDIERS
SEARCH FOR EXCELLENCE

Rio Grande, PR- Approximately

32 members of the newly created
U.S. Army Reserve -PR Search and
Rescue Team conducted an exercise
at a local training facility, Sept. 22-
23, with the intent of developing and
sustaining critical skills on structural
collapse techniques, such as lifting
and moving, breaking and breaching
and shoring.

“The Soldiers were highly motivated
and ready to learn,” said 1st Lt. Jose
Tristani, Officer in Charge of the
Search and Rescue Team, which was
originally trained at the Florida State
Fire College, in February 2018.

According to Tristani, the Soldiers
were able to learn new techniques on
how to save lives.

“We were exposed to different ways
to cut cement to reach victims easier.
Every emergency is different, so we
need to learn different ways to face
the situations,” said Tristani, a native
of Juana Diaz, with eleven years of
service in the U.S. Army.

The officer also celebrated the fact
that the training was conducted with
zero accidents.

“In the 6 months that the team has
been established, we have conducted
two training events. We have had
zero accidents in each one of them,”
said Tristani, who also stated the
team will be conducting hands on
training every three months.

Spec. Naisvette Andujar is one of the
seven female Soldiers that compose
the first federal U.S. Army Search
and Rescue team in the Caribbean.

“I feel safer now after the training,
because I learned different ways
to do a very difficult job,” added
Andujar.

The establishment of the Search and
Rescue Team is one of the immediate
measures the largest federal U.S. Army
command in the Caribbean has taken,
as a result of the lessons learned during
the emergency created by hurricane
Maria.

As widely reported, shortly after
hurricane Maria, the communication
with the continental United States was
extremely affected for a significant
amount of time.

“It is very important to train on these
search and rescue skills. In Puerto Rico
we have a tropical weather, which is
bound to have hurricanes, mud slides
or heavy rains. Search and rescue is a
critical capability in this weather,” said
Andujar, a Jayuya resident, who is also
attending college for a degree in Gen-
eral Sciences.

The Army Reserve-PR Search and Res-
cue team is comprised of different mili-
tary occupational specialties, such as
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engineers, transporters, water purifica-
tion specialists, fire fighters, and chemi-
cal, biological, radiological and nuclear
defense specialties, among others.

The next search and rescue training is
scheduled for the month of November,
in preparation for the team’s valida-
tion in December 2018, by Army North
Search and Rescue personnel.

During the emergency response to

the recent hurricane, the U.S. Army
Reserve-Puerto Rico mobilized approxi-
mately 2,000 Soldiers in a very short
time, to assist the local government with
resources, skills and equipment, without
having to wait for personnel to arrive
from the mainland.

With approximately 5,000 Soldiers, the
U.S. Army Reserve-Puerto Rico has
units in all four corners of the island to
include Aguadilla, Mayaguez, Yauco,
Ponce, Juana Diaz, Ceiba, Salinas,
Puerto Nuevo, Islas Virgenes and its
headquarters at Fort Buchanan.

Soldiers from the U.S. Army Reserve-Puerto Rico Search and Rescue team practice
the technique of lifting and moving during a exercise they coducted at a local train-
ing facility, Sept 22-23 (U.S. Army photo/Released)
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By Capt. Valerie Hollenback
106th Public Affairs Detach-
ment

LA PAZ, El Salvador -- Spec.
Carlos Muioz Alonso, a health-
care specialistin the 407th
Medical Company, U.S. Army
Reserve-Puerto Rico, is credit-
ed with saving a life while sup-
porting the Beyond the Horizon
mission, long before he even
arrived in El Salvador.

En route to Beyond the Hori-
zon on a Florida-bound airline
flight, Muioz’s military experi-
ence and medical training was
called upon to save a passen-
ger’s life.

About an hour and fifteen min-
utes into his flight to Miami, he
heard a lady scream for help
five rows in front of him.

Without hesitation, Munoz got
up out of his seat to investigate
what was going on. A nearby
woman was crying and ex-
claimed her mother was unre-
sponsive.

Munoz, a certified emergency
medical technician, quickly
assessed the woman'’s el-
derly mother and found her not
breathing and with no pulse.

A flight attendant quickly

Army Reserve Soldier
Saves a life in a plane

Spec. Carlos Munoz Alonso, a native of San Juan, Puerto Rico used his skills as a U.S.
Army Reserve certified Heallthcare Specialist to saved the life of a passenger in a
flight from San Juan to Miami, May 12, 2018. (U.S. Army photo/Released)

located three doctors on board
the flight.

Mufoz positioned the woman to
give the doctors ample room to
work.

A female doctor confirmed
Muioz’s initial findings and
instructed him to begin cardio-
pulmonary resuscitation.

The two took turns giving the
patient CPR. After the fifth

set of compressions, an
automatic external defibril-
lator became available and
the pads were applied. The
machine did not advise for a
shock to be administered so
Munoz continued to give the
patient CPR. Shortly there-
after, the woman began to
breathe.

Muhoz said the woman tightly
grabbed his hands after
resuming to breathe. He said
he felt relieved and scared at
the same time.
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Army Reserve Soldier Saves a liie in a plane

While the doctor conferred
with the patient’s daughter,
Muioz continued to comfort
the resuscitated woman as
she became alert.

The pilot then decided to
make an emergency land-
ing in the Turks and Caicos
Islands in the Caribbean.

As a consequence, Muioz
missed his connecting flight
to El Salvador and had to
spend the night in Miami, but
he was fine with the delay.

Muhoz got up out of
his seat to
investigate what was
going on.

“When | heard the lady yell-
ing for help, it was my duty

to help her. | was trained to
respond and | will do it again
and again if | have to,” Muhoz
said. “It’s a great feeling to
help someone while on my
way to provide help to the
people of El Salvador.”

Sgt. Manuel Manzano of the
Puerto Rico Army National
Guard’s 190th Forward Sup-
port Company witnessed
Munoz’ quick actions.

Manzano said Munoz per-
formed most of the resuscita-
tion and even administered
the AED.

“He was quick to respond,” BTH 2018 is a government of
Manzano said. “He was an El Salvador and U.S. Southern
angel in the sky for the lady. He  Command joint humanitarian
brought her back to life.” exercise that provides a vari-

ety of medical and dental ser-
Muioz is one of nearly 1,800 vices in addition to preventative
U.S. military personnel that par- healthcare. During BTH, the
ticipated in Beyond the Horizon  two partner nations also plan to
2018. construct four schools and one
medical clinic.

Above, Spec. Carlos Munoz Alonso, obtains a blood sample from a patient, during
one of his recent missions to LatinAmerica. According to Munoz, his military training
allowed him to react immediately with a sense of urgency, while maintaining control
of the situation, during a recent emergency in a flight. (U.S. Army photo/released)



10 Fall 2018 1st MSC Gazette

US. ARMY RESERVE DISTRIBUTES
MILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN
REENLISTMENT BONUSES

FORT BUCHANAN, PR- During the ceremony, which was $10,000, for an approximately
Approximately eighty Soldiers presided over by Brig. Gen. Dustin $ 1.6, miliion.

from the U.S. Army Reserve- A. Shultz, Commanding General of

Puerto Rico, the largest fed- the 1st Mission Support Command,  gjnce Oct 1. 2018. the Army Re-
eral U.S. Army command in the U.S. Army Reserve-Puerto Rico, serve has di’stribu,ted to Soldiers
Caribbean, renewed their oath each Soldier received an averagere- ;) pyerto Rico over $5.1 million
of enlistment in a mass reenlist- enlistment bonus of $20,000. Some in bonuses, as part of the Army
ment ceremony at the command’s  go]diers also received an average Reserve Ca,reer Division efforts
headquarters, Sept. 9. Student Loan Repaymentbonus of ¢, retain talent in the command’s

ranks.
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U.S. Army Reserve-Puerto Rico Soldiers
reconized as Angels of Maria

SAN JUAN, P.R. - Dr. Antonia
Novello, the 14th U.S. Surgeon,
recognized Soldiers from the
49th Multifunctional Medical
Battalion (MMB), U.S. Army
Reserve-Puerto Rico, during

a ceremony conducted at the
Hilton Hotel, Aug. 8, for their
mission in support of local
communities, during the emer-
gency created by hurricane
Maria.

“I wanted to do this event to
recognize all of you who did

an outstanding job in Utuado
serving the people in need in
our community,” said Novello,
who named the event “Angeles
de Maria”, or in English, Maria’s
Angels, in clear reference to the
hurricane that affected Puerto
Rico last year.

Sgt. Nilmary Col6n, a Combat
Medic Specialist from Corozal,
was among the Soldiers receiving
the recognition.

“I was not expecting this
recognition. [ just
completed my mission as
a Soldier,”

sgt. Nilmary Coldn
Combat Medic Specialist

Above, Lt. Col. R.C. Chao, Commander of the 49th Multifunctional Medical

Battalion (left) receives a plaque from Dr. Antonia Novello, the 14th U.S. Surgeon
(right), in a ceremony celebrated in San Juan, Puerto Rico, Aug. 8. (U.S. Army

photo/Released)

“I was not expecting this recogni-
tion. I just completed my mission
as a Soldier. This is truly a recogni-
tion to the great work done by all
members of our unit, during a very
difficult time for the island” said
Colén.

Soldiers of the 49th MMB installed
and operated a field clinic at the
Mameyes neighborhood in Utuado,
one of the most remote areas of the
Caribbean island, between Novem-
ber and December of 2017.

“This type of mission is why I
joined the Army Reserve,” added
Colén, who has a Bachelor’s degree
in Chemistry.

The Army Reserve clinic offered
primary care to thousands of citi-
zens, free of charge. Thanks to the
mission accomplished by the Army
Reserve Soldiers, a private orga-
nization was able to document the
need of medical services in the area,
and established a clinic to continue
serving the community.
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Retired Lt. Gen. Raymond V. Mason, Army Emergency Relief Director, speaks to Soldiers assigned to the Army
Reserve-Puerto Rico, the largest federal U.S. Army Command in the Caribbean, as part of the AER efforts to im-
prove the support it provides to Soldiers in the island. (U.S. Army photo by Stephanie Hargett/Released)

FORT BUCHANAN, PR- Personnel
from the Army Emergency Relief
(AER) program in Washington,
D.C. traveled to Puerto Rico, Aug
28, to have direct contact with
the Soldiers assigned to Army
Reserve-Puerto Rico, the largest
federal U.S. Army command in the
Caribbean.

Retired Lt. Gen. Raymond V. Ma-
son, AER Director, led the team,
along with retired Command Sgt.
Maj. William Hagzan, Assistant

AER Director.

“We are here to talk about what
went well, in terms of recovery and
support during Hurricane Maria, and
to learn what we can do to improve
the support that AER provides to
the great Army team here in Puerto
Rico,” said Mason in one of the sev-
eral encounters the AER team had
with local Soldiers.

According to Mason, the AER dis-

tributed approximately $4 million
in assistance in the form of grants
to Soldiers in the island, during the
emergency created by hurricane
Maria last year.

The program, which was incorpo-
rated in 1942 with the purpose of
collecting and holding funds to
relieve distress of members of the
Army and their dependents, pro-
vides assistance to active duty Sol-
diers, reserve troops on active duty
status for more than 30 days, retired



1st MSC Gazette

Fall 2018

13

Aty Sangragney 283
CRELCTIUS BLS RICIPIIIS J1ATIU
19 W2 Sariuuzan

personnel and their families, sur-
viving spouses, and orphans.

“We waived the active duty
requirement last year in Puerto
Rico, to assist our Soldiers during
the hurricane emergency,” added
Mason, while describing how the
organization will do whatever it
can to assist Soldiers, based on a
valid need.

Staff Sgt. Gustavo Padilla, a
Mortuary Affairs Soldier assigned
to the 311th Quartermaster
Company, was one of the service
members that received assistance
from the AER program.

“| that moment of crisis, in the
middle of the emergency of
hurricane Maria, the AER program
provided me the assistance that
allowed me to buy fuel for
generators and replace some
damaged furniture and appli-
ances in my house, which was
impacted by the winds. It was a
great blessing,” said Padilla.

Sgt. Elamar Quifiones, a
Personnel Administration Spe-
cialist assigned to the 271st
Human Resources Company, also
was among the beneficiaries of
the program.

“I was mobilized during the
emergency. However, my military
pay was delayed. That is when

| went to AER and requested their
assistance. | received a zero
interest loan that allowed me to pay
my basic expenses, until my regular
military pay kicked off,” said Qui-
fiones.

“I think the program works very
well. However, | think more Soldiers
must know about it,” added Quifio-
nes.

For Spec. Jose Ramos, a Personnel

Administration Specialist from the

271st Human Resources Company,
the help was good, but the process
to receive it was not clear.

“I' think the program
works very well.
However, | think more
Soldiers  should  know
about it”

Sgt. Elamar Quiriones
Peronnel Administration
Specialist

“Even though the assistance |
received was extremely helpful, the
way to obtain it was unclear and
difficult, due to the lack of informa-
tion about the process. We need
more information, but other than
that, it is a great program,” added

Ramos.

That is precisely one of the reasons
why the AER leadership traveled to
the island.

“We want to get our message out to
those Soldiers, who don't even real-
ize they are eligible for assistance,
such as the large retired community
that lives in the island,” said Hag-
zan.

In addition to grants and zero inter-
est loans, the AER program also
offers educational assistance to
military families.

“Last year we distributed approxi-
mately $45 thousand in under-
graduate educational scholarships
in Puerto Rico. These scholarships
are not based on grade point aver-
age or Scholastic Aptitude Test
scores. This is solely based on
economic need,” added Mason.

Even though the AER program has
an office located at building number
225, in Fort Buchanan, PR, it serves
all Soldiers around the island.

Soldiers, retirees and family mem-
bers who are interested in knowing
more about the AER, can contact
Edwidg Pedre, Army Emergency
Relief Officer at 787-707-3310.
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Eamily Readiness in the making

San Juan, PR- Approximately
100 family members and Sol-
diers of the 273rd Transporta-
tion Detachment and the 266th
Ordnance Company, 1st Mission
Support Command, U.S. Army
Reserve-Puerto Rico, partici-
pated in a Yellow Ribbon event,
July 28-30, 2018 in Condado,
Puerto Rico, as part of the com-
mand’s effort to sustain family
readiness, in preparation for
upcoming mobilizations.

Sgt. Jose Juan Colon, a Trans-
portation Management Coordi-
nator from the 273rd Transporta-
tion Detachment, was one of the
participants.

“This is the first time that we as
a family participate in a Yellow
Ribbon event. It is a very orga-
nized event that is giving my
family great information,” said
Colon, who was accompanied
by his 4 months pregnant wife
Melody Rivera and her parents,
Lily Rivera and José Rivera.

“It is great that the Army Re-
serve is giving us this opportu-
nity of being part of the mobi-
lization process. It is somehow
difficult, because we are expec-
ting a baby, but with the infor-
mation and resources we are
receiving, we are able to be at
ease,” said Melody Rivera.

For José Rivera, the Yellow
Ribbon allows them to get closer

as a family.

“What I love about the Yellow Rib-
bon is that it helps us to work as
one team, in support of the Sol-
dier,” said the Soldier’s father in
law.

Private 1st Class Enrique Rosado
and his family also participated in
the event.

“I am excited as the mobilization
date gets closer. One of the reasons
I joined the Army Reserve was

to have new experiences,” said
Rosado, who is an Ammunition
Specialist in the 266th Ordnance
Company.

%

“I am extremely grateful because,
as a family member one has many
questions about the mobilization
process. Being part of the

Yellow Ribbon provides us a better
understanding of what Soldiers

go through,” said a proud Jessica
Montero, the Soldier’s mother.

“I want to continue learning and I
am looking forward to serve a as
volunteer in the family programs,”
added Montero.

During the Yellow Ribbon event,
members of the command’s staff
and other organizations briefed the
Soldiers and families about how to
keep the communication while de-
ployed, details about education and

Approximately 100 family members and Soldiers of the 273rd Transportation De-

tachment and the 266th Ordnance Company, 1st Mission Support Command, U.S.
Army Reserve-Puerto Rico, participated in a Yellow Ribbon event, July 28-30, 2018,
in Condado, Puerto Rico, as part of the command'’s effort to sustain family readi-

ness. (U.S. Army photo/released)
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From left to right, Sgt. José Juan Colon, his wife Melody Rivera, his Mother-in-Law Lily Rivera and his Father-in-
Law Jose Rivera, participate of the U.S. Army Reserve-Puerto Rico Yellow Ribbon event, 28-30 July, 2018 in San
Juan Puerto Rico. Standing up is Agustin Montafiez, Puerto Rico’s Veterans Advocate. (U.S. Army photo/released)

healthcare benefits, among other
presentations.

Both units are currently mobilized,
as part the continuous support to
the needs of the nation, provided
by the Army Reserve-Puerto Rico,
as the largest federal U.S. Army
command in the Caribbean region.

Yellow Ribbon events are held
when Soldiers are mobilizing,
allowing the families to prepare for
the time they will be separated and
to provide many resources to help
with before, during, and after the
mission.

For more information on the pro-
gram, go to www.yellowribbon.
mil, or to register for an event, go
to www.yellowribbonevents.org.

Jessica Montero, (left) Wilfredo Rosado, (middle) mother and father of Private
Ist Class Enrique Rosado (right) pay attention to one of the presentations
during the U.S. Army Reserve-Puerto Rico Yellow Ribbon event, 28-30 July
2018 at San Juan, Puerto Rico. (U.S. Army photo/released)
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FAJARDO, PR- Soldiers and family members from the 346th
Transportation Battalion, U.S. Army Reserve-Puerto Rico,
the largest federal U.S. Army transportation unit in the
Caribbean, with base in Ceiba, Puerto Rico, celebrated the
unit’s first organizational day, Sept. 9, at the Fajardo Sport
Complex.

The participants were engaged in various activities such as
25 meters tire flip, tug a war and Humvee push.

The ultimate goal of the 346th Organizational Day was to
promote and maintain the mental and physical well-being of
all Soldiers and families, while fostering community pride,
Soldier morale, and Family wellness and promoting unit

esprit de corps. (U.S. Army photos by 346th TC UPAR)
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