
JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq – 
Indiana Guards-

men from Team 
Echo, 1-293rd 
Infantry Bat-

talion, 3d 

Sustainment 
C o m m a n d 
( E x p e -

ditonary), are set to complete 
their tour of duty here Nov. 
21, ending a nine-month mis-
sion guarding supply convoys 
throughout Iraq.

Capt. Bruce Baltis, the com-
pany commander, from Bloom-

ington, Ind., said the overall 
experience for the “Stormbring-
ers” deployment was “kind of 
bittersweet.”

According to Baltis, the lit-
tle company of “leftovers” and 
“nobodies” earned a host of ac-
colades, with all but a few Sol-
diers awarded a Combat Action 
Badge or a Combat Infantry 
Badge.

A provisional unit made up 
of cooks, drivers, medics, me-
chanics, clerks, mortar crews, 
as well as infantrymen, the Sol-
diers of Team Echo will be the 
first and last Stormbringers. 
The 1-293rd created the unit 
specifically for Iraq and it will 

cease to exist upon their return 
home.

“I don’t think too much was 
expected of us, but I think 
we surprised a lot of people,” 
said Cpl. Matthew Henderson, 
teamleader from Fort Wayne, 
Ind. “The rest of the battalion 
was set; Echo was kind of the 
leftovers, thrown together.”

“Our unit was pretty much 
slapped together from a bunch 
of nobodies,” said Spc. Jeremy 
Hansel, a gunner from Mar-
tinsville, Ind. “We all started 
this (deployment) not trusting 
anybody. I was wondering how 
we were going to pull it off.”

Over the course of its deploy-

ment, Team Echo encountered 
rocket-propelled grenades, im-
provised rocket launchers, pipe 
bombs, small arms fire, and 
improvised explosive devices – 
all while escorting supply con-
voys around the country. 

Even inside the wire, the 
Stormbringers had a few close 
calls with rockets; one landed 
inside their motor pool and 
another outside their housing 
units.

“I woke up to a rocket blow-
ing up right behind my CHU,” 
Hansel said, admitting it was 
perhaps the scariest moment 
of the tour.

Baltis said his best memory 

was taking this disparate group 
of Soldiers and seeing them de-
velop into a very cohesive team 
– a team that completed more 
than 200 missions together, 
travelled a combined total of 
almost 600,000 miles, and 
overcame every challenge to 
accomplish their mission.  He 
plans to take his experiences 
here and apply them to his job 
back home as an instructor 
at Indiana State University’s 
ROTC program.

A former Marine, Hender-
son said he initially joined the 

See Stormbringers, 
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Convoy security unit to end tour
Soldiers render honors while the Joint Base Balad Quartet plays “The Star Spangled Banner” during Operation Sustainer Strong at Joint 
Base Balad, Iraq Nov. 11.  Nearly 300 service members from the Army, Air Force, and Marines re-enlisted during the largest mass re-enlist-
ment in the history of Joint Base Balad.

Still going 
strong

Enginer captain, 
gravely injured by 

IED, goes back to Iraq.
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Desk Drop
Fort Eustis-based 

brigade delivers new-

ly refurbished desks 

to Iraqi school. 
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Water 
Works

16th Sust. Bde. installs 
new pumps to help 

drought-prone Ninawa 
Province 
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332 ESFS 
Blotter:

6 Nov. – 12 Nov.
UXO Discovery:
Security Forces were contacted because of the discovery of a 
UXO behind Bldg. 2320. SF Patrols arrived on-scene and estab-
lished a 300-foot cordon. Fire arrived on-scene and requested the 
cordon be extended to 500 feet. EOD arrived on-scene and deter-
mined the UXO to be an unknown munitions round. The round 
was secured by EOD and transported for later disposal. 
Vehicle Mishap:
A civilian contractor entered Bldg. 7168/Eagles Nest to report a 
vehicle mishap. SF Patrolmen responded and assisted the indi-
vidual with a statement. The contractor stated that he parked his 
vehicle at DFAC #3 and upon exiting the facility noticed damage 
that had not been there before. The patrolman recorded the dam-
age with digital photography which consisted of paint transfer, 
dents and a damaged wheel well molding. The contractor was 
briefed to inform his chain of command concerning the mishap.
Patrol Response/Loud Noise Complaint:
Security Forces were contacted concerning a loud noise complaint 
in H-7 h ousing. SF Patrolmen responded to the CHU in question 
and attempted to make contact with the occupants. Negative con-
tact was received. The patrolman requested a key from the hous-
ing office, entered the CHU and shut off the TV that was on at an 
undesirable volume. Response terminated.
Verbal Altercation/Possible Assault:
A Soldier entered Bldg.7168/Eagles Nest to register a complaint of 
a possible assault involving two Soldiers from his unit. SF Patrols 
were dispatched to the Convoy Transient Tents and made contact 
with the subjects. SF Patrols transported the subjects to the Eagles 
Nest. Both subjects were read their rights in accordance with Ar-
ticle 31 UCMJ. Both declined legal counsel and completed writ-
ten statements concerning the event. The occurrence began with 
a verbal altercation between the two Soldiers and escalated to the 
turret gunner kicking the driver in the torso numerous times. The 
Soldiers were released to their convoy commander for leadership 
action at their home station.
Medical Response:
An anonymous caller contacted Security Forces concerning a 
medical emergency. SF Patrolmen arrived on-scene to find the 
Soldier being treated by medical and fire personnel. The victim 
was transported to the AFTH for further treatment. SF response 
was terminated.
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‘HooaH’ Soldier 
of tHe week

Worship services
PROTESTANT – TRADITIONAL     
Sunday 7:30 a.m. 
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.   
11 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
8 p.m. 
PROTESTANT – GOSPEL   
Sunday 11 a.m.  
12 p.m. 
12:30 p.m.          
7 p.m. 
PROTESTANT – CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 
Sunday 9 a.m.           
10:30 a.m.       
2 p.m.           
7 p.m.
Wednesday 8 p.m.        
PROTESTANT – LITURGICAL
Sunday 3 p.m.      
 
PROTESTANT—SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Saturday 9 a.m.             
PROTESTANT—CHURCH OF CHRIST
Sunday 3:30 p.m.  
ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS
(Sacrament of Reconciliation SAT. 4 p.m. or by appointment)
Saturday 5 p.m.                    
8 p.m.    
Sunday 8:30 a.m. 

11 a.m. 
11 A.m.
Mon-Sat 11:45 a.m. 
Thursday 11 a.m.
Mon,Wed,Fri 5p.m.               
Friday–Holy Hour 7 p.m.
LATTER DAY SAINTS-(LDS)-(MORMON)
Sunday 1 p.m.            
3:30p.m. 
7 p.m.  
JEWISH SHABBAT SERVICES
Friday  6 p.m. 
Saturday 8 a.m.
6 p.m.                   
ISLAMIC prayer
Friday  12:30 p.m.  
PAGAN/ WICCAN FELLOWSHIP
Thursday, Saturday 7 p.m. 
hispanic prodistant 
saturday 7:30 p.m..
christian science
call provider chapel

Air Force Hospital Chapel
Provider Chapel                        
Freedom Chapel (West Side)
Castle Heights (4155)
Gilbert Memorial (H-6)
Air Force Hospital Chapel

MWR East Building
Freedom Chapel (West Side)
Gilbert Memorial (H-6)
Provider Chapel

MWR East Building
Gilbert Memorial (H-6)
Castle Heights (4155) 
Freedom Chapel (West Side)
Gilbert Memorial (H-6)

Episcopal- Lutheran Gilbert 
Chapel (H-6)

gilbert memorial chapel (h-6)
freedom chapel (west side)
gilbert memorial chapel (h-6)

Castle Heights (4155)

Provider Chapel                 
Air Force Hospital Chapel   
Provider Chapel  
Air Force Hospital Chapel
Gilbert memorialProviderChapel
Provider Chapel

Provider chapel
freedom chapel (west side)
gilbert memorial chapel (h-6)

Gilbert Memorial (H-6)
Gilbert Memorial (H-6)
Gilbert Memorial (H-6)

Provider chapel

Eden chapel

*Please note, schedule is subject to change.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CALL: 
Gilbert Chapel:   443-7703 Provider Chapel:  433-2430 Freedom Chapel:  443-6303

Provider Chapel

provider chapel

WASHINGTON - 
President Bush is-
sued a proclama-

tion to honor all who are 
serving or have served in the 
U.S. armed forces. Bush is-
sued his Veterans Day proc-
lamation, Oct. 31, 2008. 

The proclamation reads: 
“On Veterans Day, we 

pay tribute to the service 
and sacrifice of the men and 
women who in defense of our 
freedom have bravely worn 
the uniform of the United 
States.

“From the fields and for-
ests of war-torn Europe to 
the jungles of Southeast Asia, 
from the deserts of Iraq to the 
mountains of Afghanistan, 
brave patriots have protect-
ed our nation’s ideals, res-
cued millions from tyranny 
and helped spread freedom 
around the globe. America’s 
veterans answered the call 
when asked to protect our 
nation from some of the most 
brutal and ruthless tyrants, 
terrorists and militaries the 
world has ever known. They 

stood tall in the face of grave 
danger and enabled our na-
tion to become the greatest 
force for freedom in human 
history. Members of the 
Army, Navy, Air Force, Ma-
rines and Coast Guard have 
answered a high calling to 
serve and have helped secure 
America at every turn. 

“Our country is forever 
indebted to our veterans 
for their quiet courage and 
exemplary service. We also 
remember and honor those 
who laid down their lives in 
freedom’s defense. These 
brave men and women made 
the ultimate sacrifice for our 
benefit. On Veterans Day, 
we remember these heroes 
for their valor, their loyalty 
and their dedication. Their 
selfless sacrifices continue to 
inspire us today as we work 
to advance peace and extend 
freedom around the world. 

“With respect for and in 
recognition of the contribu-
tions our service members 
have made to the cause of 
peace and freedom around 

the world, the Congress has 
provided that November 11 
of each year shall be set aside 
as a legal public holiday to 
honor America’s veterans. 

“Now, therefore, I, George 
W. Bush, President of the 
United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim Novem-
ber 11, 2008, as Veterans 
Day and urge all Ameri-
cans to observe November 9 
through November 15, 2008, 
as National Veterans Aware-
ness Week. I encourage all 
Americans to recognize the 
bravery and sacrifice of our 
veterans through ceremo-
nies and prayers. I call upon 
federal, state, and local offi-
cials to display the flag of the 
United States and to support 
and participate in patriotic 
activities in their communi-
ties. I invite civic and frater-
nal organizations, places of 
worship, schools, business-
es, unions and the media to 
support this national obser-
vance with commemorative 
expressions and programs.”

President Bush’s
Veterans Day proclamation

U.S. Army photo by  Spc. Kiyoshi C. Freeman
Master Sgt.Shannon Inselkammer, from Auburn, Wash., with 3d Sustain-
ment Command (Expeditionary) Headquarters and Headquarters Com-
pany is congratulated by Brig. Gen. Michael Lally, 3d ESC commanding 
general, for being selected this week’s “Hooah Soldier of the Week”.
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CONTINGENCY OPERATING 
BASE SPEICHER, Iraq — The 7th-
graders in Ms. Martina Garcia-Mal-

donado’s class at Longs 
Peak middle school, 
Longmont, Colo., had 
a lot of questions for 

the Soldiers in Iraq 
that were on their 
television screen 
this Veterans Day.

“What kind of food do they [Iraqis] 
eat there?” asked one student.

 Lt. Col. Ronald Pacheco Jr, com-
mander, 391st Combat Sustainment 
Support Battalion, 16th Sustainment 
Brigade, fielded the question him-
self, and described the chicken and 
rice that he ate with local Iraqis, and 
added, “It is very good.” 

Children followed with a variety of 

questions ranging from how Soldiers 
take showers to what they do in their 
free time.

The students, who are studying the 
“cradle of civilization,” were able to 
speak with Soldiers at COB Speicher, 
a base near Tikrit, Iraq, over a video 

tele-conference Nov. 11.
The Soldiers were able to give real-

time answers to the questions they 
had about the region, people, climate 
and wildlife.

“Students wish to honor our ser-
vicemen and women on Veterans 
Day, and are learning about the cost 
of war on human emotions and global 
resources,” Garcia-Maldonado said.

For two Soldiers in the 233rd 
Transportation Co., both from Colo-
rado, the video tele-conference had 
special significance.

“It was nice to talk to somebody 
from our state on Veterans Day in-
stead of someone we can’t identify 
with — overall I think it was great,” 
said Spc. Jeremy Ulhorn, a 24-year-
old wheeled vehicle mechanic from 
Colorado Springs, Colo..  “It made me 
feel great because it let me know that 
someone does appreciate the fact that 
we’re out here.”

The Longs Peak classroom wasn’t 
far from home for the other Soldier. 

“It was a great thing to do, due to 
the fact that they are so close to my 
home town,” said Spc. Jarrod Feld-
man, a 25-year-old wheeled vehicle 
mechanic from Broomfield, Colo..   
“It’s kind of breathtaking, a really 
good feeling.”

Longs Peak Middle School also 
hosted a panel of guest speakers from 
other major wars.

 “We will raise a flag that has flown 
over Iraq, a gift from a former student 
who has since returned from his tour 
there,” said Garcia-Maldonado.

As the school bell rang and the stu-
dents headed to their next class, the 
sustainment Soldiers felt a little more 
pride in their own service. 

“It was a unique and encouraging 
experience,” said 1st Lt. Hallie Beck-
er, operations officer, 391st CSSB. 
“To have been given the opportunity 
to talk to some of the nation’s youth 
and see them interacting with the 
Soldiers — it was a decidedly memo-
rable Veterans Day.”

Story by 
2nd Lt. Zachary L. pFannenStieL

391st Combat Sustainment Support 
Battalion

JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq – Af-
ter months of work and 

planning by the 330th 
Transportation Battal-
ion, a new convoy sup-

port center opened 
here Nov. 7.

The new CSC 
consolidates tasks 

that were previously done at three 
separate locations around base.

“We’re creating a one-stop shop,” 
said 2nd Lt. Grady Hutchins, move-
ment control officer for the 330th 
Trans. Co., from Ft. Bragg, N.C.   “It 
will make it so much easier on every-
one.  Whether convoys are coming 
from the north, south, east or west, 
they’ll come to the CSC.”

Hutchins said that typically con-
voys have to make several stops all 
over the base to start and finish their 
missions.  It can take three different 
stops to check in, drop off and pick up 
loads, he said.

Capt. Luke Wheeler, the headquar-
ters and headquarters detachment 
commander of the 330th Trans. Bat-
talion said that all convoys’ vehicles, 
weapons and communication equip-
ment will be thoroughly checked in 
the CSC. He also said that that the CSC 
will check repaired or replaced equip-
ment to ensure the convoy is mission-
ready.

The CSC at Balad will also be using 
an advanced tracking system called the 

Tactical Ground Reporting System, or 
TIGR.  The TIGR is a map-based pro-
gram that allows convoy commanders 
to track the latest intelligence, retrieve 
information on past attacks, view se-
lected routes of travel and see key 
buildings along the way.

“It’s very similar to the Blue Force 
Tracker, but is much more detailed,” 
Hutchins said.  

Wheeler said that another advan-
tage to the CSC is its location; it’s cen-

tral to just about everything and pro-
vides convoy commanders with more 
support assets.

“We’ll have food and water for Sol-
diers, there will be tools for the com-
manders to brief their troops and areas 
for them to do battle drills,” Wheeler 

said.
Wheeler said one of the main goals 

was consolidation and convenience 
for troops.

Hutchins said his only concern is 

that convoy commanders may need 
time to adjust to doing things differ-
ently.  He said that once they have 
gone through the CSC to prepare for a 
convoy, they’ll realize how much easi-
er it is on them and their Soldiers.

Wheeler said he hopes to make ad-
justments as issues arise in the first 
few weeks of operation.

“JBB is a huge base and we will 
have a lot of traffic coming through 
so as convoys come through, if there’s 
something we need to fix, we will do 
it,” Wheeler said.

Planning for the CSC was done by 
the 606th Movement Control Team 
from Manheim, Germany, and the 
719th Movement Control Battalion 
from Boston, Mass.  Fiber-optic cables 
for the building were provided by the 
40th Expeditionary Signal Battalion 
from Fort Huachuca, Ariz.

CSC operations have now been 
transferred to the 679th Movement 
Control Team.

“It’s been an interesting project be-
cause it hasn’t been one unit oversee-
ing the whole thing,” Wheeler said.

Hutchins said it is exciting to finish 
something his unit put a lot of work 
into.  He said he feels the 330th did a 
great job on their task and feels com-
fortable handing it over to the 679th.

Wheeler said that although plan-
ning, building and opening the CSC is 
an accomplishment, it’s keeping the 
Soldiers safe that makes the project a 
success.

by Spc KeLLy becK
Expeditionary Times Staff

Convoy support center now open

The new convoy support center at Joint Base Balad shortly before the official ribbon 
cutting ceremony Nov. 7.  The CSC will consolidate tasks previously done at three 
seperate locations around base.

U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Jeff Sheads

“It made me feel 
great because it 
let me know that 
someone does ap-
preciate the fact 

that we’re out 
here.”

Spc. Jeremy Ulhorn                  
16th Sustainment Brigade
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Colorado students speak with Soldiers 
serving in Iraq for Veterans Day



JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq — “Bitter-
sweet” is often used to 

describe a platoon’s last 
mission on the battle-
field.  On the sweet side 

of this last mission 
comes a sense of ac-
complishment and 
pride accompanied 

by the anticipation of making it home 
safely to loved ones.  

On the bitter side there is appre-
hension and a foreboding of loss for 
the strong bonds that form between 
Soldiers who have worked so closely 
together in a dangerous and stressful 
environment.  As the mission finishes, 
a brotherhood comes to an end.  

In October of 2006, the Soldiers of 
Bravo Company, 5th Engineer Bat-
talion were at that point, they were 
changing out with the unit sent to 
replace them and completing their last 
combat missions.  Capt. Joe Bogart 

– then 2nd Lt. Joe Bogart — was the 
platoon leader of 2nd Platoon.  

Bogart started out his Army service 
as an enlisted Soldier.  After several 
years and earning the rank of Staff 
Sergeant, he made a decision to attend 
Officer Candidate School and become 
an officer.  His first assignment as 
an officer was with the 5th Engineer 
Battalion.  The platoon had been per-
forming route-clearance missions in 
Baghdad since November of 2005.

On the morning of Oct. 6, 2nd 
Plt. was completing its last mission, 

when at approximately 11 a.m., an 
improvised explosive device consist-
ing of four 155mm artillery rounds 
detonated, exploding four feet away 
from where Bogart sat in his command 
vehicle.  

As Bogart says: “Sometime you find 
the IEDs, and sometimes they find 
you.”  

Bogart was hit with shrapnel that 
he says was approximately 1 and 1/2 
inches long, with a jagged edge.  His 
driver, gunner, and interpreter sus-
tained shock and blast concussions.   

Bogart describes his injuries and 
some of the medical treatment: “My 
forehead was fractured in several 
places above the left and right eye.  
The upper orbital bone on the right eye 
was destroyed; my nose was flattened 
against the Blue Force Tracker screen 
which was located in front of me inside 
the vehicle; my cheek bones were both 
fractured and my upper palate under 
my nose and above the roof of the 
mouth was fractured. I have titanium 
mesh in my right orbit above the right 
eye socket as well as in my forehead 
and in my nose.”  

Bogart was evacuated by air and 
eventually awoke at Logistical Support 
Area Anaconda, currently known as 
Joint Base Balad. 

It has been two years, five surgeries 
and one prosthetic eye since he was 
wounded in action that October morn-
ing in 2006.  

Today, Bogart is legally blind with 
a prosthetic right eye and an amaz-
ing, inspirational story; he is now back 

in the fight, and selflessly serving his 
nation proudly in Iraq.  He remains a 
member of the Fightin’ Fifth Engineer 
Battalion and is currently serving as 
the executive officer of Headquarters 
and Headquarters Company.  

The process to keep Bogart in the 
Army, and allow him to deploy to 
Iraq, may have seemed insurmount-
able. However, Bogart’s warrior ethos, 
combined with the support of family, 
friends and numerous senior leaders 
made it possible.  

Bogart credits the doctors at Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center for sav-
ing his eyesight.  While legally blind, 
his “good” eye still sees 20/40 with 
glasses.  When it came down to the 
final decision, it was Bogart who would 
not accept defeat and fought to con-
tinue his service in the Army and be 
allowed to deploy with his battalion 
once again.  He was offered military 
retirement, along with opportunities to 
stay engaged with Soldiers and pursue 
a civilian career.  

For Bogart, the decision to fight to 
continue his military service was an 
easy one; he says he simply saw it as 
his duty, it was what he felt he had to 
do.  

“I have something to prove to my-
self,” Bogart says, “I have to prove that 
I am not a coward, that I am not scared 
of getting hurt, and that the guy on the 
other end of that IED didn’t get me, 
and that Bogart is still here.  Addition-

AL-QAYARRAH, Iraq – The 16th Sus-
tainment Brigade took 

a major step in its ef-
fort to get water to the 
drought-prone Ninawa 

province in northern 
Iraq on Nov. 5.

Soldiers and 
contractors from 

contingency operating base Q-West 
began installation of a second high-
capacity, multi-stage centrifugal wa-
ter-pump at the Al-Qayyarah pump 
house on the Tigris River. The pump 
house, which provides water to many 
communities in the province as well 
as Q-West, has been shut down since 
September. 

The ongoing effort, spearheaded by 
the 16th Sust. Bde. will replace failing 
water pumps and lines, repair a con-
crete, raw-water storage area, build 
additional water reservoirs and coor-
dinate Iraqi and U.S. involvement in 
day-to-day operations and security to 
provide water to regional Iraqi com-
munities and to Q-West, said Lt. Col. 
Eric Fleming, deputy commander, 
16th Sust. Bde.

“It’s not only important for the bri-
gade, but also for the base, for its life 
support and mission support in north-

ern Iraq.  It also has the added ben-
efit of supporting the local community 
with water, so it’s a good outreach and 
relationship-building project,” said 
Fleming.

The infrastructure projects to get 
water to the region are expected to 
cost close to one million dollars when 
complete, said Lt. Col. Eric Fleming, 
deputy commander, 16th Sust. Bde.

Q-West, formerly an Iraqi Air Force 
base under Saddam Hussein, shares 
water from the pump house with the 
town of Al-Qayyarah and smaller vil-
lages and hasn’t been immune to the 
region’s water woes.

“Water has been an ongoing issue 
for us here at Q-West for many years,” 
said Lt. Col. Keith Dinn, commander, 
76th Brigade Special Troops Battal-
ion, and outgoing COB mayor. “We 
are aggressively pursuing every viable 
option available, with varying degrees 
of success.”

The Bamberg, Germany-based 
sustainment brigade is coordinating 
projects with an Air Force facilities 
engineering team, the Army Corps 
of Engineers, Iraqi Army, police and 
provincial leadership, U.S. contrac-
tors, Defense Contract Management 
Agency, and others through a “water 
working group.” 

The pump house needed major re-
pairs.

Soldiers and contractors have re-

paired and reinstalled the four lift 
pumps that pump water from the 
river into a cistern, though they plan 
to replace them soon. They have had 
to make “from scratch” specialized 
equipment to remove silt and other 
materials from the 70-foot-deep cis-
tern.

They had to remove water from the 
flooded pump house, patch the leaks, 
and winch out the heavy, defective 
pumps and motors. Inside the pump 
house there were eight pumps that fed 
two separate water lines, most worn-
out and un-repairable.

Four of the pumps, pumps that feed 
a 12-inch water line that provides wa-
ter primarily to the nearby city of Al-
Qayyarah through a water treatment 
plant, were replaced by an Air Force 
facilities engineering team. Another 
four pumps at the treatment plant will 
be replaced to ensure Al-Qayyarah re-
ceives treated water. 

The remaining four pumps at the 
pump house fed a 16-inch line that 
runs 25 kilometers to COB Q-West, 
though several villages and communi-
ties have tapped into the untreated-
water line. 

Base water planners have had water 
shipped in from nearby Army installa-
tions and local national businesses to 
fill the gap since the pump house was 

Sgt. 1st Class Robert Roach (center), 
a water operations non-commissioned 
officer in charge, 76th Brigade Special 
Troops Battalion, and contractors winch 
a new, high-capacity, multi-stage cen-
trifugal water pump into place at the Al 
Qayyarah pump house at the Tigris River 
Nov. 5, as part of a massive, joint project 
overseen by the 16th Sustainment Bri-
gade to build water infrastructure in the 
drought-prone Ninawa region in north-
ern Iraq. 

Story and photo by 
Sgt. Keith m. anderSon

3rd Sustainment Command 

Sustainment brigade tackles Ninawa water issue
See Bogart, Page 18

Capt. Joe Bogart
5th Engineer Brigade

“We all sacrifice for 
the good of our na-

tion.  Just some of us 
have the scars on the 

outside.”

See Water, Page 18

Still
going

Strong
Story and photo by 
1St Lt. cody WeSt

5th Engineer Brigade
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by 1St Lt. cody WeSt
5th Engineer Battalion

JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq – A team 
from Task Force SAFE 

continues to inspect 
approximately 9,000 
buildings here for safety 

violations. 
The ongoing process 
is set to continue 
through this next 

year.
According to Task Force SAFE, over 

half of all electrical fires on bases in Iraq 
occur in Containerized Housing Units 
(CHUs).

One of the goals of TFS is to reverse 
this trend and provide a safer environ-
ment for servicemembers and civilian 
contractors.

Teams of master electricians and 
fire inspectors check the approximately 
90,000 buildings in use by Coalition 
Forces throughout Iraq.  They make rec-
ommendations for corrections to con-
tractors and officials. Later, and more 
importantly, another inspection is con-
ducted to make sure those corrections 
are carried out, says Staff Sgt. Michael 
Bradley, an electrical inspector from 
Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, 249th Engi-
neer Battalion.

“Our major emphasis over here is 
grounding and bonding,” says Bradley, 
who explained that his team’s immedi-
ate goal was to insure the proper wir-
ing and grounding of the 8,000-10,000 
buildings on Joint Base Balad. 

The construction of most of the build-
ings occurred after the 2003 invasion 
of Iraq. Even something as small as a 
CHU can be labor intensive. According 
to information provided by Task Force 
SAFE, it takes between 30 minutes to an 
hour to inspect a CHU.  It can then take 
up to four days and $2,000 to bring it 
up to code.

“A lot of times they try to do it to the 
British standard,” says Bradley, refer-

ring to the use of 220-voltage and steel 
conductors as opposed to the 110-volt-
age and copper conductors standardized 
in America. “But a lot of times they do it 
incorrectly, so it’s not safe.”

Part of this situation was born out of 
necessity. 

Coalition Forces fell in on Iraqi infra-
structure already set to a 
British standard and con-
structed buildings rapidly 
to meet mission require-
ments, says Lt. Col. John 
Hornick, the safety 
officer for 3d Sus-
tainment Command 
( E x p e d i t i o n a r y ) . 
Now that security 
has improved in Iraq, 
however, there is the 
opportunity to bring 
in experts to go back 
over that work and 
make it even safer for 
civilians and service 
members, he says.

Inspections aside, 
TFS is also leading an 
initiative to increase 
safety awareness 
by teaching classes 
and advising service 
members to inspect 
their own areas for 
any safety violations. 

Bradley says it is 
important for Sol-
diers not to overload 
circuits, daisy-chain 
power strips, or use 
anything but a UL 
or CE-approved 
adapters.  If anyone 
ever receives a shock 
when plugging some-
thing in, it should 
be reported imme-
diately. TFS already 
purchased 500,000 
new adapters, which 

servicemembers will soon be able to do 
one-for-one exchanges for, he says.

Although TFS is doing everything in 
its power, Soldiers are ultimately re-
sponsible for their own safety, says Hor-
nick.

“Soldiers are the first defense and the 
first safety officer,” he says. “Common 

sense is the rule.  If 
it doesn’t look right, 
it isn’t.  If it doesn’t 
look safe, it prob-
ably isn’t.”

JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq – The 3d 

Sustainment Command 
(Expeditionary) held 
a support operations 
conference between 

key support opera-
tions leaders and 3d 
ESC subordinate 
brigades here Nov. 

7-8 at the Oasis Dining Facility’s Audie 
Murphy Room.

The conference gave 3d ESC SPO 
leaders a chance to interact with their 
subordinate brigade SPO leaders who 
are located throughout the Iraqi theater.  
Throughout the conference, leaders 
were able to discuss different aspects of 
their SPO operations ranging from fuel 
operations to supply movement.

Attending the conference were key 
SPO leaders from the 330th Transporta-
tion Battalion, 1st Sustainment Brigade, 
55th Sustainment Brigade, 7th Sustain-
ment Brigade, 16th Sustainment Brigade 
and 371st Sustainment Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Michael Lally, 3d ESC com-
manding general, sat in on the confer-
ence’s second session and spoke on 
topics pertaining to the 3d ESC and its 
subordinates, as well as units through-
out Iraq and Afghanistan.

“We support Coalition Forces. That’s 
our number one job over here,” Lally 
said.  “Whatever they want to go out and 
do, we’re going to make sure from a sus-
tainment and distribution point of view 
that they’re prepared to handle that mis-
sion.  So far we have done a great job of 
that.”

A topic that came up throughout 
the conference, no matter which sus-
tainment brigade briefed, was the Iraq 

Transportation Network, which are pri-
vate trucking companies organized by 
Iraqi tribes and shaykhs.

The ITN is important to the overall 

mission of the 3d ESC and the sustain-
ment brigades because it promises Sol-
diers of these units less exposure time 
on the road while simultaneously pro-
viding employment opportunities for 
Iraqi citizens.  So far, the ITN has suc-
cessfully moved supplies such as food, 
water, construction materials and con-
tainers without any military escorts.

Overall, Col. Cheri Provancha, sup-
por operations officer for 3d ESC, felt 
the conference was successful because 
it provided the 3d ESC and its subordi-
nates the opportunity to interact with 
one another and discuss SPO issues face 
to face.  

Plans for future meeting are already 
in the works.

“I was very pleased with the open 
dialogue and open exchange of informa-
tion,” Provancha said.  “There was a lot 
of expertise, lots of patriotism, and lots 
of dedication here.”

Story and photo by 
Spc. michaeL behLin

Expeditionary Times Staff

3d ESC holds support operations conference 

Task Force SAFE gears up to protect base

Brig. Gen. Michael Lally, 3d Sustainment 
Command (Expeditionary) command-
ing general, spoke at the 3d ESC support 
operation conference Nov. 8, which was 
held by key leadership and 3d ESC sub-
ordinate brigades.

10 Electrical 
Safety Tips

1. Unplug all non-essential ap-
pliances when not in use. If it’s 
plugged in, it’s still drawing power 
and is a potential hazard.

2. Never overload the circuit. Just 
because there are five or six spots 
on the power strip doesn’t mean it’s 
okay to use every one.

3. Plug refrigerators and micro-
waves directly into wall outlets, not 
power strips.

4. Report any mild shocks, ex-
posed wiring, loose connections 
and evidence of electrical fires, like 
blackened wood around an outlet.

5. Make sure all power strips and 
adapters have an embedded Euro-
pean CE or United States UL logo. 
Anything else may be a potential 
fire hazard.

6. Don’t daisy chain power strips 
to each other.

7. Clean dust and dirt out of fire 
alarms, otherwise they may not 
function correctly.

8. Try to keep 6’’ of clearance 
around wall outlets.

9. Maintain a clean and dirt-free 
work and living space (as much as 
possible).

10. Don’t cook, use hot plates 
or anything that produces an open 
flame.

Task Force SAFE members point out this 
room as an example of an unsafe work 
environment here Nov. 4. In an effort to 
increase workspace, previous service-
members built an awning over this walk-
way and wired the area with electricity. 
Exposed wiring, top inset, and a leaking pipe, bottom inset, 
prompted them to shut off power to the building, which is 
currently undergoing renovations.

by Spc. KiyoShi Freeman
Expeditionary Times Staff

U.S. Army photo by Spc. Kiyoshi Freeman
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Master Sgt. Woodrow W. Keeble.
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Tribal Heritage: Chero-
kee

Rank and organiza-
tion: Private First Class, U.S. 
Army, Company C, 179th 
Infantry Regiment, 45th 
Infantry Division. 

Place and date: Near 
Songnae-dong, Korea, 30 No-
vember 1952. 

Citation: Pfc. George, a 
member of Company C, dis-
tinguished himself by con-
spicuous gallantry and out-
standing courage above and 
beyond the call of duty in ac-
tion against the enemy on the 
night of 30 November 1952. 
He was a member of a raiding 
party committed to engage 
the enemy and capture a pris-
oner for interrogation. Forg-
ing up the rugged slope of the 
key terrain feature, the group 
was subjected to intense mor-
tar and machine gun fire and 
suffered several casualties. 
Throughout the advance, he 
fought valiantly and, upon 
reaching the crest of the hill, 
leaped into the trenches and 

closed with the enemy in 
hand-to-hand combat. When 
friendly troops were ordered 
to move back upon comple-
tion of the assignment, he and 
2 comrades remained to cover 
the withdrawal. While in the 
process of leaving the trench-
es a hostile soldier hurled a 
grenade into their midst. Pfc. 
George shouted a warning to 
1 comrade, pushed the other 
soldier out of danger, and, 
with full knowledge of the 
consequences, unhesitatingly 
threw himself upon the gre-
nade, absorbing the full blast 
of the explosion. Although 
seriously wounded in this 
display of valor, he refrained 
from any outcry which would 
divulge the position of his 
companions. The 2 soldiers 
evacuated him to the forward 
aid station and shortly there-
after he succumbed to his 
wound. Pfc. George’s indomi-
table courage, consum-
mate devotion to duty, 
and willing self-sacrifice 
reflect the highest credit 
upon himself and uphold 

Charles George

Tribal Heritage: Sisseton 
Wahpeton Oyate of Lake Traverse 
Reservation, a Sioux Native Ameri-
can Tribe.

Rank and Organization: Master 
Sergeant, U.S. Army. 

Place and date: Korea, 20 October 
1951.

Citation: Master Sergeant Woodrow 
W. Keeble distinguished himself by acts 
of gallantry and intrepidity above and 
beyond the call of duty in action with an 
armed enemy near Sangsan-ni, Korea, 
on October 20, 1951. On that day, Mas-
ter Sergeant Keeble was an acting pla-
toon leader for the support platoon in 
Company G, 19th Infantry, in the attack 
on Hill 765, a steep and rugged position 
that was well defended by the enemy. 
Leading the support platoon, Master 
Sergeant Keeble saw that the attack-
ing elements had become pinned down 
on the slope by heavy enemy fire from 
three well-fortified and strategically 
placed enemy positions. With complete 
disregard for his personal safety, Mas-
ter Sergeant Keeble dashed forward and 
joined the pinned-down platoon. Then, 
hugging the ground, Master Sergeant 
Keeble crawled forward alone until he 

was in close proximity to one of the 
hostile machine-gun emplacements. 
Ignoring the heavy fire that the crew 
trained on him, Master Sergeant Kee-
ble armed a grenade and threw it with 
great accuracy, successfully destroying 
the position. Continuing his one-man 
assault, he moved to the second enemy 
position and destroyed it with another 
grenade. Despite the fact that the en-
emy troops were now directing their 
firepower against him and unleashing a 
shower of grenades in a frantic attempt 
to stop his advance, he moved forward 
against the third hostile emplacement, 
and skillfully neutralized the remain-
ing enemy position. As his comrades 
moved forward to join him, Master 
Sergeant Keeble continued to direct ac-
curate fire against nearby trenches, in-
flicting heavy casualties on the enemy. 
Inspired by his courage, Company G 
successfully moved forward and seized 
its important objective. The extraor-
dinary courage, selfless service, and 
devotion to duty displayed that day 
by Master Sergeant Keeble was an 
inspiration to all around him and re-
flected great credit upon himself, his 
unit, and the United States Army.

Woodrow W. Keeble

Tribal Heritage: Ho 
Chunk Nation.

Rank and organiza-
tion: Corporal, U S. Army, 
Company E, 19th Infantry 
Regiment, 24th Infantry Di-
vision. Place and date: Near 
Chonghyon, Korea, 5 No-
vember 1950. 

Citation: Cpl. Red Cloud, 
Company E, distinguished 
himself by conspicuous gal-
lantry and intrepidity above 
and beyond the call of duty 
in action against the en-
emy. From his position on 
the point of a ridge immedi-
ately in front of the company 
command post he was the 
first to detect the approach 
of the Chinese Communist 
forces and give the alarm as 
the enemy charged from a 
brush-covered area less than 
100 feet from him. Springing 
up he delivered devastating 

pointblank automatic rifle 
fire into the advancing ene-
my. His accurate and intense 
fire checked this assault and 
gained time for the company 
to consolidate its defense. 
With utter fearlessness he 
maintained his firing posi-
tion until severely wounded 
by enemy fire. Refusing as-
sistance he pulled himself 
to his feet and wrapping his 
arm around a tree continued 
his deadly fire again, until he 
was fatally wounded. This 
heroic act stopped the enemy 
from overrunning his com-
pany’s position and gained 
time for reorganization and 
evacuation of the wounded. 
Cpl. Red Cloud’s dauntless 
courage and gallant self-
sacrifice reflects the high-
est credit upon himself and 
upholds the esteemed tradi-
tions of the US Army. 

Mitchell Red Cloud Jr.

Korean WarThe

Editor’s Note: In honor of National Native American Indian Heri-
tage Month, the Expeditionary Times recognizes the significant con-
tribution of Native Americans to our nation’s military.  In the last two 
centuries, 25 Native Americans have been awarded the medal; of those, 
16 were awarded the medal during the Indian War Campaigns.

Photo from public domain



2nd Lt. Ernest Childers is congratulated by Gen. Jacob L. 
Devers after receiving the Medal of Honor in Italy for wip-
ing out two machinegun nests on July 13, 1944.
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World War II 
Jack C. Montgomery 

Tribal Heritage: Chero-
kee.

Rank and organiza-
tion: First Lieutenant, US 
Army, 45th Infantry Division. 

Place and date: Near, 
Padiglione, Italy, 22 February 
1944. 

Citation: For conspicu-
ous gallantry and intrepid-
ity at risk of life above and 
beyond the call of duty on 22 
February 1944, near Padigli-
one, Italy. Two hours before 
daybreak a strong force of 
enemy infantry established 
themselves in 3 echelons at 
50 yards, 100 yards, and 300 
yards, respectively, in front of 
the rifle platoons commanded 
by 1st Lt. Montgomery. The 
closest position, consisting of 
4 machineguns and 1 mortar, 
threatened the immediate se-
curity of the platoon position. 
Seizing an Ml rifle and several 
hand grenades, 1st Lt. Mont-
gomery crawled up a ditch to 
within hand grenade range 
of the enemy. Then climbing 
boldly onto a little mound, he 
fired his rifle and threw his 
grenades so accurately that he 
killed 8 of the enemy and cap-
tured the remaining 4. Return-
ing to his platoon, he called 
for artillery fire on a house, 
in and around which he sus-
pected that the majority of the 
enemy had entrenched them-
selves. Arming himself with a 
carbine, he proceeded along 
the shallow ditch, as wither-

ing fire from the riflemen and 
machinegunners in the sec-
ond position was concentrat-
ed on him. He attacked this 
position with such fury that 7 
of the enemy surrendered to 
him, and both machineguns 
were silenced. Three German 
dead were found in the vicin-
ity later that morning. 1st Lt. 
Montgomery continued boldly 
toward the house, 300 yards 
from his platoon position. It 
was now daylight, and the en-
emy observation was excellent 
across the flat open terrain 
which led to 1st Lt. Montgom-
ery’s objective. When the artil-
lery barrage had lifted, 1st Lt. 
Montgomery ran fearlessly 
toward the strongly defended 
position. As the enemy started 
streaming out of the house, 1st 
Lt. Montgomery, unafraid of 
treacherous snipers, exposed 
himself daringly to assemble 
the surrendering enemy and 
send them to the rear. His 
fearless, aggressive, and in-
trepid actions that morning, 
accounted for a total of 11 ene-
my dead, 32 prisoners, and an 
unknown number of wound-
ed. That night, while aiding 
an adjacent unit to repulse a 
counterattack, he was struck 
by mortar fragments and seri-
ously wounded. The selfless-
ness and courage exhibited by 
1st Lt. Montgomery in alone 
attacking 3 strong enemy po-
sitions inspired his men to a 
degree beyond estimation. 

Tribal Heritage: Creek In-
dian (the Muskogee).

Rank and organization: 
Second Lieutenant, US Army, 
45th Infantry Division. 

Place and date: At Oliveto, 
Italy, 22 September 1943. 

Citation: For conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity at risk 
of life above and beyond the call 
of duty in action on 22 September 
1943, at Oliveto, Italy. Although 
2d Lt. Childers previously had 
just suffered a fractured instep he, 
with 8 enlisted men, advanced up 
a hill toward enemy machinegun 
nests. The group advanced to a 
rock wall overlooking a cornfield 
and 2d Lt. Childers ordered a 
base of fire laid across the field so 

that he could advance. When he 
was fired upon by 2 enemy snip-
ers from a nearby house he killed 
both of them. He moved behind 
the machinegun nests and killed 
all occupants of the nearer one. 
He continued toward the second 
one and threw rocks into it. When 
the 2 occupants of the nest raised 
up, he shot 1. The other was killed 
by 1 of the 8 enlisted men. 2d Lt. 
Childers continued his advance 
toward a house farther up the 
hill, and single-handed, captured 
an enemy mortar observer. The 
exceptional leadership, initiative, 
calmness under fire, and conspic-
uous gallantry displayed by 2d Lt. 
Childers were an inspiration to 
his men. 

Ernest Childers

Tribal Heritage: Cherokee.

Rank and organization: Command-
er, US Navy. 

Other Navy awards: Navy Cross, 
Bronze Star Medal. 

Citation: For conspicuous gallantry 
and intrepidity at the risk of his life above 
and beyond the call of duty as command-
ing officer of the U.S.S. Johnston in action 
against major units of the enemy Japanese 
fleet during the battle off Samar on 25 Octo-
ber 1944. The first to lay a smokescreen and 
to open fire as an enemy task force, vastly 
superior in number, firepower and armor, 

rapidly approached. Comdr. Evans gallant-
ly diverted the powerful blasts of hostile 
guns from the lightly armed and armored 
carriers under his protection, launching 
the first torpedo attack when the Johnston 
came under straddling Japanese shellfire. 
Undaunted by damage sustained under the 
terrific volume of fire, he unhesitatingly 
joined others of his group to provide fire 
support during subsequent torpedo attacks 
against the Japanese and, outshooting and 
outmaneuvering the enemy as he consis-
tently interposed his vessel between the 
hostile fleet units and our carriers despite 
the crippling loss of engine power and com-

munications with steering aft, shifted com-
mand to the fantail, shouted steering or-
ders through an open hatch to men turning 
the rudder by hand and battled furiously 
until the Johnston, burning and shudder-
ing from a mortal blow, lay dead in the wa-
ter after 3 hours of fierce combat. Seriously 
wounded early in the engagement, Comdr. 
Evans, by his indomitable courage and bril-
liant professional skill, aided materially in 
turning back the enemy during a critical 
phase of the action. His valiant fighting 
spirit throughout this historic battle will 
venture as an inspiration to all who served 
with him. 

Ernest Edwin Evans

Photo courtesey the National Archives



JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq – On Nov. 11 – 
Veterans Day – nearly 300 service 
members across Iraq gathered to 
re-enlist here at Holt Stadium, in 

the largest mass re-enlistment 
in the base’s history.

After helicopter and con-
voy movements, and rehears-

als, all 274 service members raised their right 
hand and swore oaths to defend their country – 
again. 

“We gather today to remind ourselves that our 
mission as fighting men and women must con-
tinue,” Brig. Gen. Michael Lally, commander of 
3d Sustainment Command (Expeditionary) and 
the host for the event, said. “To continue we 
must have those that are willing, able and are 
inspired to raise their hands again and again to 
be counted with those that came before them.”

To the re-enlisting service members, all of 
whom volunteered for the occasion, the signifi-
cance of holding the ceremony on Veteran’s Day 
was important.

“Every Veteran’s Day has been big for us in 
uniform,” said Sgt. Juan Rojas, cook with the 
297th Carog Transer Company and a Miami na-

tive. “It gives me great pleasure to be here and 
be part of history.”

Since switching over to an all-volunteer force 
in 1973, the armed forces have depended on re-
enlistments to retain qualified personnel. This 
has become more critical in the face of the on-
going operations around the world. 

Col. Kevin O’Connell, commander of 1st 
Sustainment Brigade, said Soldiers stay in the 
Army for the same reasons they join: training, 
education, adventure, money – and the most 
important reason they stay in the military, how-
ever, is service to their nation.

“They’re patriotic,” O’Connell said. “They 
want to serve in an all-volunteer Army . . . to 
give back to a great nation what it’s given to 
them.”

While she was not planning to make the Army 
her career, Sgt. Latasha Myers, mechanic with 
the 503rd Maintenance Company, said her expe-
riences and the people she works with inspired 
her to re-enlist.

“I love what I do,” she said. “I love fighting 
for my country.”

O’Connell said friends and families should be 
proud of what their sons and daughters did this 
day.

“They re-enlisted on a big day, while they’re 

in combat. They continue to serve when their 
nation needs them, when we’re in conflict,” he 
said. “They’re our future.”

“These common men and women have al-
ways done, and will continue to do, uncommon 
things,” Lally said. “The stories of those in front 
of you are still being written,” he said. “Today 
another chapter has begun. Wherever they go, 
whatever they do – each story will be different. 
Each will contain trials and deployments, and 
tales from lands yet to be seen. However, the 
common theme in each will be their selfless ser-
vice and their universal commitment.”

by Spc. KiyoShi c. Freeman
Expeditionary Times Staff

U.S. Army photo by Spc. Brian A. Barbour

Sustainers conduct mass re-enlist-
ment in honor of Veterans Day

Soldiers render honors while the Joint Base Balad Quartet sings “The Star Spangled Banner” during Operation Sustainer Strong at Joint Base Balad, Iraq Nov. 11.  Nearly 
300 service members from the Army, Air Force, and Marines re-enlisted during the largest mass  re-enlistment in the history of Joint Base Balad.

3d Sustainment Command (Expeditionary) coins are ready 
for presentation to Soldiers re-enlisting during Operation 
Sustainer Strong at Joint Base Balad, Iraq.

U.S. Army photo by Spc. Brian A. Barbour
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U.S. Army photo by Spc. Kiyoshi C.  Freeman

U.S. Army photo by Spc. Kiyoshi C.  Freeman

U.S. Army photo by Spc. Brian A. Barbour

U.S. Army photo by 1st Lt. Stefanie Kuntz

U.S. Army photo by Spc. Brian A. Barbour



PAGE 14 November 19, 2008ExpEditionary timEs

U.S. Army photo by Spc. Brian A. Barbour

U.S. Army photo by Spc. Brian A. Barbour

U.S. Army photo by Spc. Andrea Merritt

U.S. Army photo by  Sgt. 1st Class Adam V. Shaw

U.S. Army photo by  Sgt. 1st Class Adam V. Shaw

U.S. Army photo by  Sgt. 1st Class Adam V. Shaw
U.S. Army photo by  Sgt. 1st Class Adam V. Shaw
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U.S. Army photo 
by Spc. Brian A. 

Barbour

U.S. Army photo by Spc. Brian A. Barbour

U.S. Army photo by Spc. Brian A. Barbour

U.S. Army photo by  Sgt. 1st Class Adam V. Shaw
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Sustainers deliver new desks to school in Muthanna

MUTHANNA, Iraq – Sustain-
ers from the 7th 

Sustainment 
Brigade deliv-
ered over one  

hundred re-
furbished 
s c h o o l 
desks to 

the newly built Al-Fadhliya 
secondary school Nov. 4, as 
hundreds of Iraqi junior-high 
aged girls waited patiently 
outside.

The Ft. Eustis-based bri-
gade delivered 120 newly re-
furbished desks, school sup-
plies packed inside 533 colorful 
book-bags and 30 education 
kits for school instructors.  

 “The Muthanna PRT (Pro-

vincial Reconstruc-
tion Team) had met 
with Hamadi Mou-
sa Abid Al Obaidy, 
Muthanna director of 
education, and found 
out that there was 
a warehouse full of 
metal desk frames in 
poor condition,” said 
Maj. Robert Hudson, 
Civil Military Opera-
tions, 7th Sust. Bde. 
“We got a sample 
desk kit, and Chap-
lain Damon Saxton, 
7th Sustainment Bir-
gade and a group of 
volunteer Soldiers 
with a background in 
carpentry figured out 
how best to utilize the wood 
needed to fix the desks and 
made a plan for their rebuild-
ing. From there it all fell into 

place.”
 “We are very pleased to be 

here today,” said Adel Fadela, 
a deputy team leader of Muth-

anna PRT, as he ad-
dressed the crowd of 
students, teachers and 
guests. “Today’s PRT 
project symbolizes the 
commitment to the 
development of educa-
tion. Cooperation with 
the U.S. military and 
the U.S. State Depart-
ment is what made 
this possible.”

Hudson said he 
couldn’t agree more.  
“The mission was a 
tremendous success,” 
he said. “We brought 
together Soldiers and 
Airmen from around 
the COB (contingency 
operating base) and 

worked on these desks and 
delivered them along with the 
book-bags and teaching kits, a 
gift from the heart of America. 

The country of Iraq is provid-
ing a better educational en-
vironment for these children 
with the government of Iraq 
funding and building this new 
school and Americans donat-
ing the supplies.”

Hudson said the Engineer 
Civic Action Program, or EN-
CAP, was the idea of a former 
PRT leader, Paul O’Friel. 

“One night over dinner 
a group of us were discuss-
ing ways on how the brigade 
chaplains could help out in 
CMO projects as well as get 
the brigade’s Soldiers involved 
to help the people of Iraq and 
show them good will,” Hudson 
said.

“Muthanna is a shining 
example of stability in Iraq,” 
Fadela said. “Today we are 
celebrating the promotion of 
education.”

by Sgt. 1St cLaSS 
KeLLy Jo bridgWater

3rd Sustainment Command 

AL FAW PAL-
ACE, VICTORY 
BASE, Iraq – 21 
Soldiers from 

the 555th 
E n g i n e e r 
B r i g a d e 
took part 

in a naturalization ceremony 
at the Al Faw Palace on Victory 
Base Camp, Iraq on November 
4th.  A ceremony for which 186 
American Soldiers from 60 dif-
ferent countries who have all 
made great contributions and 

sacrifices for the United States 
of America where honored by 
officially becoming American 
Citizens.  Fort Lewis had four 
Soldiers participate in the in the 
ceremony on this historic US 
election day.  Staff Sgt. Edgar 
Ortiz, Spc. Reysol Esteban, Spc. 
Jose Apoloya, and Pfc. Yarovis 
Pina of the 555th Engineer Bri-
gade’s 14th Engineer Battalion 
gained their citizenship during 
this special ceremony.  

Gen. Ray Odierno, com-
manding Gen., Multi-National 
Force – Iraq, and Ambassador 
Ryan Crocker, U.S. Ambassa-
dor to Iraq, both gave speeches 
during the ceremony to express 

their gratitude and appreciation 
to the new American citizens.  
Ambassador Crocker expressed 
not only his gratitude but also 
pointed out that over 40,000 
Soldiers have naturalized since 
President Bush signed the bill to 
speed up the process for service 
members and their immediate 
family members to become citi-
zens of the United States.

The 555th Engineer Brigade 
Command Sgt. Maj. Major Mat-
thew Thomas, who attended the 
ceremony to support the Sol-
diers on this proud day said it 
was a proud day for the Soldiers 
gaining U.S. citizenship. 

“I am happy as a leader that 

the sacrifices 
of these Sol-
diers are be-
ing recognized 
by granting 
them speedy 
citizenship,” 
Thomas said.  
“As for the 
Triple Nickel 
and Fort Lew-
is Soldiers I 
am especially 
proud and ap-
preciate all of 
their efforts, 
and I am 
proud to have them as fellow 
citizens of our great country.”

Story and photo by Sgt 
KeLLy  hanF

555th Engineer Brigade

“Triple Nickel” Soldiers Become American Citizens

U.S. Army photo by Spc. Kiyoshi Freeman

U.S. Army photo courtesy of Team Echo
RIGHT: Team Echo Soldiers pose with Indiana Governor Mitch Daniels, center, 
at Joint Base Balad, Iraq, in May.

A group of students from the Al-Fadhliya Second-
ary School, smile as they sit at their new desks with 
their book-bags chock full of school supplies, 533 
school bags with essential supplies were donated 
to the students as part of an Engineer Civic Action 
Program that took place Nov. 4th, in Muthanna.

U.S. Army photo by Sgt. 1st Class Kelly Jo Bridgwater

186 Soldiers participate in a naturalization ceremo-
ny on Victory Base Camp, Iraq, Nov. 4.  at Al Faw 
Palace on Victory Base Camp, Iraq, on Nov. 4.

unit to watch over two of his 
childhood friends, both of 
whom were in his platoon. 
His time with Team Echo was 
so memorable, though, the 
camaraderie that developed 
so strong, he reenlisted with 
the Indiana National Guard 
for another six years.

“This company was amaz-
ing,” Hansel said. “Team Echo 
was born here. We’re the first, 
and we’re going to be the last. 
And to accomplish what we’ve 
did is something I’ve never 
seen in my 12 years in the 
Army.”
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ABOVE: Spc. Jeremy Hansel, a gunner from Martins-
ville, Ind., poses in front of a Team Echo’s mural, which 
took him 82 hours to paint, here Nov. 6. “This company 
was amazing,” Hansel said. “And to accomplish what 
we’ve did is something I’ve never seen in my 12 years 
in the Army.”
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JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq -- 
Air Force and 

Army medics 
here work as an 
integrated team 

to treat post-
t r a u m a t i c 
stress dis-
order and 

traumatic brain injuries, two of 
the most common injuries to af-
fect wounded warriors. 

The cooperation between 
services does more than con-
tribute to the Air Force Theater 
Hospital’s 98-percent survival 
rate -- it reduces the number of 
servicemembers who must be 
aeromedically evacuated from 
the theater, said Col. (Dr.) Mark 
Mavity, 332nd Expeditionary 
Medical Group commander. 

The Army provides neuro-
surgical capability through the 
207th Medical Detachment 
head and neck team and acute 
stress care through the 56th 
Multifunctional Medical Bri-
gade. 

“We have the only neurosur-
gical capability in Iraq,” said 
Mavity, who has previously 
served as chief of operational 
medicine for the Office of the 
Surgeon General at Bolling Air 
Force Base, D.C. 

Time is precious when some-
one suffers a head injury, said 
Army Maj. (Dr.) Shaden Mar-
zouk, a neurosurgeon with the 
207th MD. Injuries to the brain 
or skull can cause fluid to build 
up inside a patient’s skull, creat-
ing pressure on the brain. If the 

pressure becomes too great, the 
top part of the brain, or cere-
brum, pushes into the medulla 
-- the portion of the brain that 
controls the heart, lungs and 
other involuntary organ sys-
tems. 

“Patients with traumatic 
brain injuries need immediate 
care to preclude that injury from 
becoming fatal,” Mavity said. 

Neurosurgeons can treat the 
pressure buildup through a sur-
gical procedure called decom-
pressive craniectomy, which 
involves removing a small part 
of the skull. Until recently, how-
ever, patients had to be flown to 
Joint Base Balad in order to re-
ceive the treatment. 

“There’s not always enough 
time to get the patient here in 
time to do that, so we’ve had the 
neurosurgeons fly out and teach 
some basic life-saving proce-
dures to medics at other combat 
area support hospitals through-
out Iraq,” Mavity said. “That 
way, patients will survive long 
enough to get to Balad.” 

The Air Force Clinic here pro-
vides non-emergency medical 
services to Airmen and Soldiers. 
Here, the Army works with the 
Air Force to provide for pa-
tients’ mental health needs, said 
Lt. Col. (Dr.) Jim Whitworth, 
officer in charge of the mental 
health clinic. 

The mental health clinic 
helps patients deal with trau-
matic brain injury cases, most 
of which are mild concussions, 
said Maj. (Dr.) Rich Barker, a 
psychologist with the Air Force 
Mental Health Clinic here. The 
clinic focuses on detecting and 
treating acute stress, which can 
be attributed to either post-

traumatic stress disorder or 
mild traumatic brain injury. 

“Two years ago, when people 
got involved with falls or (impro-
vised explosive device) blasts, 
they’d either press on without 
seeing a doctor, or they’d see 
a doctor and get sent back to 
a military treatment facility in 
Germany or the United States,” 
said Barker, a Phoenix native 
who is deployed from Elmen-

dorf Air Force Base, Alaska. 
Thanks to education efforts, 

however, the number of people 
seeking treatment for PTSD or 
acute stress is greater -- and the 
number of people sent out of 
theater for treatment is lower, 
Barker said. 

“We see about 50 patients 
per month, and we’ve only had 
two in two months that we had 
to send back to Germany be-
cause their symptoms didn’t im-
prove,” Barker said. “The others 
go back to work with fewer or no 
symptoms.” 

Five of six patients at the 
Air Force Mental Health clinic 
are Soldiers, Barker said. They 

typically suffer symptoms such 
as headaches, insomnia, irrita-
bility and anxiety. The mental 
health clinic relies in part upon 
psychiatrists with the 1835th 
Medical Detachment Combat 
Stress Control Team, an Army 
Reserve unit based in Denver, 
to treat patients who have either 
traumatic brain injury or PTSD. 

“Traumatic brain injuries and 
PTSD have many of the same 

symptoms,” said Army Col. (Dr.) 
Augustin Gomez, a psychiatrist 
with the 1835th CSCT who spe-
cializes in treating PTSD. “If we 
suspect an individual has a trau-
matic brain injury, we screen 
them and send them to the Air 
Force clinic. They do a good job 
with screening, because very 
few people come over here with 
traumatic brain injuries.” 

Common symptoms of PTSD 
and traumatic brain injury in-
clude insomnia and anxiety. 
Gomez uses therapy, medica-
tion and acupuncture to treat 
his patients, while the Air Force 
clinic offers relaxation therapy 
and prescriptions through pa-

tients’ primary care managers. 
“There are a couple of symp-

toms we really try to tackle -- 
headaches and insomnia,” said 
Lt. Col. (Dr.) Jim Whitworth, 
a social worker with the men-
tal health clinic who’s deployed 
from Eglin AFB, Fla. “Insomnia 
fights the healing process, be-
cause resting is the number-one 
way of healing.” 

The most important step in 
healing is seeking continuity of 
care, Gomez said. Servicemem-
bers shouldn’t assume their 
PTSD has gone away simply be-
cause the symptoms have disap-
peared. 

“PTSD is a chronic illness, 
and they may have a relapse,” 
he said. 

Both the Air Force and Army 
medical teams complimented 
their counterparts for the suc-
cessful integration of medical 
services. 

“Post-traumatic stress and 
traumatic brain injury often go 
hand in hand -- the same pa-
tients can suffer from both fol-
lowing a single event. The 56th 
MMB focuses on post-traumatic 
stress, and the Air Force mental 
health professionals work with 
mild traumatic brain injuries,” 
Mavity said. “They’re working 
in great partnership to take care 
of all of these patients’ needs on 
both ends of that spectrum.” 

“We’re very seamlessly in-
tegrated,” Marzouk said. “We 
don’t think of ourselves as Army 
or Air Force; we’re just another 
part of a great team.” 

by air Force
StaFF Sgt. don branum
332nd Air Expeditionary 

Wing Public Affairs

Airmen, Soldiers work together to save lives at Joint Base Balad hospital

ally, the influence and support 
I received from my wife, fel-
low Soldiers, and leaders was 
absolutely critical and enabled 
me to do what I felt I needed 
to do.”

As the HHC executive of-
ficer, it is business as usual 
for Bogart.  He manages the 
administrative and logistics 
support for the company 
and oversees the operational 
employment of the battalion’s 
medical support, religious 
support and battalion leader-
ship’s personal security de-
tachment.  He ensures physi-
cal training is a part of the 
daily schedule and recently 
competed in and finished the 
Army Ten-Miler road race on 
JBB, Iraq, on Oct. 5.   

Bogart says he plans to stay 
in the Army with the intent of 

attending the Captain’s Career 
Course and commanding an 
engineer company. 

When Bogart is asked to 
give advice he has a mes-
sage: “Don’t forget what you 
learned, wear the protective 
gear you are issued.  Getting 
blown up and walking away 
isn’t fun; it means you were 
lucky.  Getting wounded isn’t 
glorious or cool, it ... hurts, 
and continues to hurt for the 
rest of your life, but you deal 
with the pain both physically 
and emotionally.  A Purple 
Heart isn’t an award to strive 
for, it is something the mili-
tary gives you when you get 
wounded and pay a price that 
you didn’t plan on paying or 
ever hope to pay — A price 
that you don’t even know what 
it costs.  We all sacrifice for 
the good of our nation.  Just 
some of us have the scars on 
the outside.”

“We see about 50 patients 
per month, and we’ve only had 
two in two months that we had 

to send back to Germany be-
cause their symptoms didn’t 

improve.”
Capt. Luke Wheeler

                    HQ Det. Commander of the 330th Trans. Battalion

shut down. After the two new 
pumps have been installed, 
taps will be turned on at the 
pump house again.

“With these two pumps, and 
two more that are on order, 
we can start providing enough 
water to meet the needs of the 
citizens of Al-Qayyarah and 
other villages that use water 
from the line, as well as Q-
West,” said Sgt. 1st Class Rob-
ert Roach, water operations 
non-commissioned officer in 
charge, 76th Brigade Special 
Troops Battalion and Q-West 
Mayor’s Cell.

One contractor was grateful 
for the new pumps and parts.

“They’ll make a difference,” 
said David Baker, a 46-year-
old master plumber “We have 
all-new stuff to work with. I 
was making bearing shims 
out of aluminum cans and 

hacksaw-blade pieces just to 
keep the bearings from flying 
off the motor shaft.”

The improvements to the 
pump house are only part of 
the solution, said Maj. Roger 
Jackson, engineering projects 
officer, 16th Sust. Bde.

Besides the 16 pumps be-
ing replaced, at a cost of more 
than $600,000, the brigade 
plans to line “Lake Wiscon-
sin,” a 30-million-gallon wa-
ter reservoir at Q-West, to 
prevent seepage-loss, and to 
deepen existing reservoirs 
and dig an additional one to 
store more water.

“By the time all these lakes 
are finished we’ll have five 
lakes with a capability of 100 
million gallons of water stor-
age,” Jackson said.

Jackson was optimistic 
about the progress the bri-
gade is making since it started 
the water working group in 

August 2008.
“I don’t have a crystal ball, 

but if everything is working 
properly, by the end of De-
cember we should see a major 
increase in the amount of wa-
ter we’re receiving,” he said.

Jackson said he couldn’t 
understate the importance of 
getting water to the base and 
region.

“For a base to remain open 
there has to be a consistent 
water source,” he said. “If 
Q-West is going to increase 
its water supply, it has to be 
solved. Water is important for 
the morale, health and well-
being of Soldiers. Water and 
electricity infrastructure proj-
ects improve the overall well-
being of people in Iraq, and 
contribute to a more stable 
country.”

Water, from Page 6
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Bogart, from Page 6
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Sudoku
The objective is to fill 
the 9×9 grid so that 

each column, each row, 
and each of the nine 

3×3 boxes contains the 
digits from 1 to 9 only 

one time each. 

        3                   8               1
 2

  5             3                7

        1               5
       9              2               3

                        4              6

            8               7               9
                                               2

 6              9                     4

Level: Very Hard
Ever wonder just how dumb things can be? Does your state have dumb laws? Read on and 

find out. We at the Expeditionary Times will have a series of dumb and stupid laws for each 
state.

Many of the laws have been verified, but many have been taken from sources which do not 
include law citations. The laws cited below have been taken from news groups, web sites and city 
governments. Remember, something had to have happened to get these laws passed. Some laws 
have been repealed, but not all; some are still on the books.

STUPID STATE LAWS

Georgia
The term “sadomasochistic abuse” is defined so broadly, that it could • 
possibly be applied to a person handcuffing another in a clown suit.
It is illegal to use profanity in front of a dead body which lies in a funeral • 
home or in a coroners office.

Florida
You are not allowed to break more than three dishes per day, or chip the • 
edges of more than four cups and/or saucers.
You may not fart in a public place after 6 p.m.• 

Upcoming sports 
on AFN

Wednesday 11/19/08
NHL on Versus: Minnesota Wild @ Pittsburgh Penguins 
Live 3 a.m. AFN/xtra
College Hoops Tip-Off Marathon: Kentucky @ North 
Carolina    Live 5 a.m. AFN/sports
Portland Trail Blazers @ Golden State Warriors  Live 
6:30 a.m. AFN/xtra
College Hoops Tip-Off Marathon: 2008 NIT Season Tip-
Off - Regional Final: Teams TBD (Norman, OK) Tape 
Delayed 11 a.m. AFN/sports
NFL RePLAY - Game 1: Teams TBD * 90-Minute 
Fast-Paced Game of the Week , Tape Delayed 3 p.m. 
AFN/sports
NFL RePLAY - Game 2: Teams TBD * 90-Minute 
Fast-Paced Game of the Week , Tape Delayed 4:30 p.m. 
AFN/sports
College Hoops Tip-Off Marathon: 2008 NIT Season 
Tip-Off - Regional Final: Teams TBD (Tuscon, AZ) Tape 
Delayed 9 p.m. AFN/sports

Thursday 11/20/08
ESPN2 College Football Primetime: Ball State @ 
Central Michigan,  Live 3 a.m. AFN/xtra
NBA Wednesday: Dallas Mavericks @ Houston Rockets, 
Live 4 a.m. AFN/sports
Washington Capitals @ Anaheim Ducks, Live 6 a.m. 
AFN/xtra
NBA Wednesday: Chicago Bulls @ Portland Trail 
Blazers, Live 6:30 a.m. AFN/sports
US Men’s Soccer - International Qualifier: Guatemala @ 
United States, Tape Delayed 11 a.m. AFN/sports
NFL RePLAY - Game 3: Teams TBD * 90-Minute 
Fast-Paced Game of the Week, Tape Delayed 3 p.m. 
AFN/sports
NFL RePLAY - Game 4: Teams TBD * 90-Minute 
Fast-Paced Game of the Week Tape Delayed 4:30 p.m. 
AFN/sports
ESPN2 College Football Primetime: Ball State @ 
Central Michigan, Tape Delayed 8 p.m. AFN/sports

Friday 11/21/08
ESPN College Football Primetime: Miami @ Georgia 
Tech,  Live 3:30 a.m. AFN/xtra
NFL Week 12: Cincinnati Bengals @ Pittsburgh Steelers,  
Live 4 a.m. AFN/sports
Washington Capitals @ Los Angels Kings , Live 
6:30 a.m. AFN/xtra
ESPN College Football Primetime: Miami @ Georgia 
Tech *2-Hr ESPN Cutdown Version, Tape Delayed 11 
a.m. AFN/sports
NBA on TNT: Detroit Pistons @ Boston Celtics , Tape 
Delayed 2:30 p.m. AFN/sports 
NBA on TNT: Los Angeles Lakers @ Phoenix Suns, 
Tape Delayed 5 p.m. AFN/sports
NFL Week 12: Cincinnati Bengals @ Pittsburgh Steelers, 
Tape Delayed 9 p.m. AFN/sports

 Saturday 11/22/08 
NBA Friday: Houston Rockets @ Washington Wizards, 
Live 3 a.m. AFN/sports
Phoenix Coyotes @ Carolina Hurricanes, Live 3 a.m. 
AFN/xtra
NBA Friday: New Orleans Hornets @ Oklahoma City 
Thunder, Live 5:30 a.m. AFN/sports
ESPN2 College Football: Fresno State @ San Jose State, 
Live 5:30 a.m. AFN/prime pacific
ESPNU College Basketball: North Carolina @ UC Santa 
Barbara, Live 6 a.m. AFN/xtra
College Hoops Classic - Championship: Teams TBD, 
Tape Delayed 11 a.m. AFN/sports
ESPN2 College Football: Fresno State @ San Jose State, 
Tape Delayed 3 p.m. AFN/sports

College Football: Teams TBD, Live 8 p.m. AFN/prime 
atlantic
College Football: Teams TBD, Live 8 p.m. AFN/ports
College Football: Teams TBD, Live 8 p.m. AFN/xtra
College Football: Teams TBD, Live 11p.m.  AFN/prime 
atlantic
College Football: Teams TBD, Live 11 p.m. AFN/sports
College Football: Teams TBD, Live 11 p.m. AFN/xtra

College Football: Teams TBD, Live 11:30 p.m. AFN/
prime atlantic
College Football: Teams TBD, Live 11:30 p.m. AFN/
sports
College Football: Teams TBD, Live 11:30 p.m.  AFN/
xtra

Sunday 11/23/08
College Football: Teams TBD, Live 4 a.m. AFN/prime 
atlantic
College Football: Teams TBD, Live 4 a.m. AFN/sports
College Football: Teams TBD, Live 4 a.m. AFN/xtra
College Football: Teams TBD, Tape Delayed 11 a.m. 
AFN/sports
College Football: Teams TBD, Tape Delayed 11 a.m. 
AFN/xtra
HBO World Championship Boxing - Junior 
Welterweight Bout: Ricky Hatton vs Paulie Malignaggi 
(MGM Grand Casino, Las Vegas, NV), Tape Delayed 3 
p.m. AFN/sports
NFL Week 12: Teams TBD, Live 9 p.m. AFN/prime 
atlantic 
NFL Week 12: Teams TBD, Live 9 p.m. AFN/sports
NFL Week 12: Teams TBD, Live 9 p.m. AFN/xtra

 Monday 11/24/08
NFL Week 12: Teams TBD, Live 12 a.m. AFN/prime 
atlantic
NFL Week 12: Teams TBD, Live 12 a.m. AFN/sports
NFL Week 12: Teams TBD, Live 12 a.m. AFN/xtra
ESPN College Football Primetime: Connecticut vs. 
South Florida, Live 4:15 a.m. AFN/prime atlantic
NBC Sunday Night Football - Week 12: Indianapolis 
Colts @ San Diego Chargers, Live 4:15 a.m. AFN/sports
Sacramento Kings @ Los Angeles Lakers, Live 5:30 
a.m. AFN/xtra
FIM World Superbike: Italy - Race 1, Live 8 a.m. AFN/
xtra 
MLS Cup 2008: Teams TBD (Home Depot Center, 
Carson, CA) 11:45 a.m. AFN/sports
NBC Sunday Night Football - Week 12: Indianapolis 
Colts @ San Diego Chargers, Tape Delayed 2 p.m. 
AFN/sports  
NFL Week 12: Teams TBD, Tape Delayed 6 p.m. AFN/
xtra 
NBC Sunday Night Football - Week 12: Indianapolis 
Colts @ San Diego Chargers,  Tape Delayed 9 p.m. 
AFN/sports

Tuesday 11/25/08
O’Reilly Auto Parts CBE Classic: Syracuse vs Florida,  
Live 3:30 a.m. AFN/xtra
ESPN Monday Night Football - Week 12: Green Bay 
Packers @ New Orleans Saints,  Live 4:30 AFN/sports
EA Sports Maui Invitational: Oregon vs Alabama, Live 
8 a.m. AFN/xtra
ESPN Monday Night Football - Week 12: Green Bay 
Packers @ New Orleans Saints, Tape Delyed 2 p.m.. 
AFN/sports
ESPN Monday Night Football - Week 12: Green Bay 
Packers @ New Orleans Saints, Tape Delayed 9 p.m. 
AFN/Sports

Iraq according to Opet

PVT. MURPHY’S LAW

  9  8   2   7   5   1   6    4   3

 4   3   7   8  6   2   9    1   5
  6  5   1   3   9   4   8    7   2

  5  2   6   1   8   7    3   9   4
  3  1   8   9  4   5    2   6   7

  7  4   9   2   3   6   5   8   1

 8  7   4    5  2   9    1   3   6
  1  9   5    6  7   3    4   2  8
  2 6   3    4   1  8    7    5  9

Last weeks answers
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Then  nOW  &

“Back in 2003 this is the first DFAC that was built in LSA Anaconda ... The lines were extremely long, I dint eat here 
much because of how long those lines were. The meals today are much better than the meals back in 2003.” 

-- 1st Sgt. Reginald Smith

DFAC 2
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INDOOR POOL
Swim Lessons:

Mon., Wed.,- 6 p.m.
Tue., Thu., Sat.,- 

6:30 p.m.
AquaTraining:

Tue.,Thu.,- 7:30 p.m., 
8:30 p.m.

EAST FITNESS 
CENTER

Open Court Volleyball:
Sunday- 6 p.m.

Aerobics:
Mon., Wed., Fri.- 
5:30-6:30 a.m.

Yoga Class:
Mon., Fri.- 6-7 a.m.

Step Aerobics:
Mon., Wed., Fri.- 

5:30 p.m.
Conditioning Training 

Class:
Mon., Wed., Fri.- 7:15-

8 p.m.
Brazilian Jui-Jitsu:

Mon., Wed., Fri.- 
8-9 p.m.

Abs-Aerobics:
Tue., Thu., 6-7 a.m.,

5-6 p.m
Edge Weapons & Stick 

Fighting Combative 
Training:

Tue., Thur., Sat.,- 
8-10 p.m. 

EAST RECREATION 
CENTER

4-ball tourney:
Sunday- 8 p.m
8-ball tourney: 
Monday- 8 p.m 

Karaoke: 
Monday- 8 p.m.

Swing Class: 
Tuesday- 8 p.m.
Table Tennis: 

Tuesday- 8 p.m.
9-ball tourney: 

Wednesday- 8 p.m.
Dungeons & Dragons: 

Thursday- 7:30 p.m.
Poetry Night: 

Thursday-8 p.m. 
6-ball tourney: 

Thursday- 8 p.m.
Caribbean Night:

Friday- 8 p.m. 
Chess & Dominoes 

Tourney:
Friday- 8 p.m.
Salsa Class:

Saturday- 8:30 p.m.
Poker:

Saturday- 7:30 p.m.

H6 FITNESS CENTER
Spin:

Sunday- 9 a.m.
Mon., Wed., Fri.,- 2 a.m., 

8 a.m. 2 p.m., 7 p.m., 
9 p.m.

Tue., Thu., -5:45 a.m., 
9 a.m., 8:30 p.m.

Saturday- 9 a.m., 7 p.m.
Boxing:

Sunday- 4 p.m.

Tue., Thu.,- 2 p.m.
Boot Camp:

Sunday- 8:45 a.m
Tue.,Thu.,- 7 p.m.

Power Abs:
Mon., Tue., Thu., - 8 p.m.

Friday-  9 p.m.
CC Cross Fit:

Monday-Saturday- 
10:30 p.m
Cross Fit:

Mon., Wed., Fri.,- 5:45 
a.m., 7 a.m., 3 p.m., 

6 p.m.
Tue., Thu.,- 7 a.m., 

3 p.m.
Sunday- 5:45 a.m., 

7 a.m., 3 p.m.
P90x:

Monday- Saturday- 4:30 
a.m., 4 p.m., 10 p.m.

12 a.m.
Soccer:

Tue., Thu.,- 8 p.m.
Yoga:

Wednesday- 8 p.m.
MCAP Level 1:
Friday- 8 p.m. 

5 on 5 Basketball: 

Saturday- 8 p.m.

H6 RECREATION 
CENTER

Bingo:
Sunday- 8 p.m.
Texas Hold’em:

Mon., Fri.,- 2 p.m.,
8:30 p.m.

8-ball tourney: 
Tuesday- 2 a.m., 

8:30 p.m.
Ping-pong tourney: 
Tuesday- 8:30 p.m.

Spades:
Wednesday- 2 a.m.,

8:30 p.m.
Salsa:

Wednesday- 8:30 p.m.
9-ball:

Thursday- 2 a.m., 
8:30 p.m.
Karaoke:

Thursday- 8:30 p.m.
Dominos: 

Saturday- 8:30 p.m.
Darts:

Saturday- 8:30 p.m.
WEST RECREATION 

CENTER
Green Bean Karaoke:
Sun., Wed., 7:30pm

9-ball tourney: 
Monday- 8 p.m.

Ping-pong tourney: 
Tuesday- 8 p.m.

Foosball tourney: 
Tuesday- 8 p.m.

Jam Session: 
Tuesday- 7:30 p.m

8-ball tourney: 
Wednesday- 8 p.m
Guitar Lessons: 

Thursday- 7:30 p.m
Game tourney: 

Thursday- 1 p.m, 8 p.m.
Enlisted Poker:

Friday- 1 p.m., 8 p.m.
Officer Poker:

Saturday- 1 p.m., 8 p.m.
Squat Competition: 

Saturday- 8 p.m.

WEST FITNESS 
CENTER

3 on 3 basketball
tourney: 

Saturday- 7:30 p.m. 

6 on 6 volleyball 
tourney: 

Friday- 7 p.m. 
Aerobics: 

Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday- 7 p.m.

Body by Midgett Toning 
Class: 

Tue., Thu., - 7 p.m.
Dodge ball Game: 
Tuesday- 7:30 p.m.

Furman’s Martial Arts: 
Mon., Wed., Sun.,- 1 p.m.

Gaston’s Self-Defense 
Class: 

Fri., Sat.- 7 p.m.
Open court basketball: 

Thursday- 7 p.m. 
Open court soccer: 

Mon., Wed., - 7 p.m.
Zingano Brazilian Jui 

Jitsu: 
Tue., Thu.,- 8:30 p.m.

CIRCUIT GYM
Floor hockey: 

Mon., Wed., Fri.,– 
8-10 p.m

JB BALAD  ACTIVITIES

               

(Schedule is subject to change)

SuStainer reel time theater

Beverly Hills Chihuahua 

Jacob Shaw (Shia LaBeouf) 
and Rachel Holloman 
(Michelle Monaghan) are two 
strangers thrown together 
by a mysterious phone call 
from a woman they have 
never met. Threatening 
their lives and family, she 
pushes Jerry and Rachel 
into a series of increasingly 
dangerous situations – using 
the technology of everyday 
life to track and control 
their every move. As the 
situation escalates, these 
two ordinary people become 

the country’s most wanted 
fugitives, who must work together to discover what 
is really happening – and more importantly, why. 

Eagle Eye

Movie Times 
Wednesday, November 19  

5 p.m. Madagascar: Escape 2 
Africa    

8 p.m. Ghost Town
 Thursday, November 20

5 p.m. Ghost Town    
8 p.m. Nights In Rodanthe  

Friday, November 21
2 p.m. Flash of Genius 

5 p.m. Eagle Eye
8:30 p.m. Quantum of Solace
Saturday, November 22

2 p.m. Eagle Eye   
5 p.m. Quantum of Solace

8 p.m. Flash of Genius 
Sunday, November 23

2 p.m.  Quantum of Solace  
5 p.m. Flash of Genius      

8 p.m.  Eagle Eye    
Monday, November 24

5 p.m. Eagle Eye 
8 p.m. Flash of Genius     

Tuesday, Noveber   25
5 p.m. Beverly Hills Chihua-

hua 
8 p.m. Quantum of Solace

Flash of Genius
The Kearns were a typical 1960s Detroit family, trying 
to live their version of the American Dream. Local 
university professor Bob (Greg Kinnear) married teacher 

Phyllis (Lauren Graham) and, by 
their mid-thirties, had six kids 
who brought them a hectic but 
satisfying Midwestern existence. 
When Bob invents a device that 
would eventually be used by every 
car in the world, the Kearns think 
they have struck gold. But their 
aspirations are dashed after 
the auto giants who embraced 
Bob’s creation unceremoniously 
shunned the man who invented 
it. Ignored, threatened and then 
buried in years of litigation, Bob 
is haunted by what was done to 

his family and their future. 

Quantum of Solace

A pampered Chihuahua 
accustomed to the living the 
good life in glamorous Beverly 
Hills must rein in her heiress 
instincts and rely on the 
kindness of strangers in order 
to find her way back home 
after becoming hopelessly lost 
in Mexico. Chloe (voice of Drew 
Barrymore) is a diamond-clad 
toy dog who favors traveling in 
her wealthy owner’s purse over 
frolicking in an open park, and Papi (voice of George 
Lopez) is the kind of independent pup that she doesn’t 
afford a second glance. When a vacation mishap leaves 
Chloe stranded in Mexico, the Chihuahua who doesn’t 
speak a lick of Spanish must rely on street-smart 
German shepherd Delgado (voice of Andy Garcia) to 
guide her back home before she wanders any further 
south. Meanwhile, brave Papi races to the border 
intent on proving his love for Chloe by tracking her 
down and escorting her home in style.

F o l l o w i n g  t h e 
betrayal and death 
of  Vesper  Lynd , 
James Bond (Daniel 
Craig) makes his next 
mission personal . 
The hunt for those 
who blackmailed his 
lover leads Bond to 
ruthless businessman 
D o m i n i c  G r e e n e 
(Mathieu Amalric), 
a key player in the 
organization which 
coerced Vesper. Bond 
learns that Greene is 
plotting to gain total control of a vital natural 
resource, and must navigate a minefield of danger 
and treachery to foil Greene’s plan
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I recently discovered your paper while googling and surfing to learn more 
about Balad, because my son Marcus Adams was recently stationed there. I 
was looking for info about where he is and found you. I really enjoy reading 

this paper and look forward to future editions, I’ve even bookmarked it to my 
favorites list. It really makes me feel good to see what youall are doing there, and 
I don’t worry so much about my son, seeing how squared away you seem to be. 
Keep up the good work and God bless and take care of all of you.

 
Lou 
Salyersville, Ky. 

SSG Boyd Brinker
Happy Birthday Dad!  We miss you and 

love you so much! 

Hugs & Kisses from Home!  Love, Dawn, Brooke, 
Brody, & Braydon 

 
MSG Mike Seitz:

 

I love and 
miss you 
honey!        

XOXOXOXO
 

-Your Wifey

Letters to the editor

I enjoy reading Expeditionary Times and wanted to throw out there the idea 
that I used to see in the past.  First of all I have been here in my sixth year and 
in the past the Commander would also recognize one civilian contractor that 

is here supporting the war fighters.  As a former soldier I think it would be a great 
idea to recognize a civilian along with the soldier of the week as we have civilians 
from so many different countries here supporting JBB.  Since I have been here I 
have made sure that JBB has the best quality water for all occupants here not to 
mention I even took a hit when I was injured with a mortar attack and continued 
to do my job providing water to all soldiers, sailors, airmen, marines.  This is just 
my thought as like I said it was done in the past.  Thanks.

Eloy
Joint Base Balad, Iraq

Safety reminder
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CAMP STRIKER, Iraq – The Sons of Iraq in Mahmudi-
yah Qada received their first paycheck from 
the Government of Iraq Nov. 11. 

The 17th Iraqi Army facilitated the pay-
ments at Patrol Base Lion’s Den and sev-

eral other locations south of Baghdad. 
The GoI assumed responsibility for the SoI pro-

gram Oct. 1. The program began in fall of 2007; 
where SoI members were previously paid by Coali-
tion Forces.

Soldiers from Company B, 3rd Platoon Task Force 
1-63 Armor, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 1st Armored 

BAGHDAD – Multi-National Division – Baghdad 
Soldiers of the 1st Combined Arms Bat-
talion, 18th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Heavy 
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Divi-
sion, attended a bridge reopening ceremo-

ny in the Kadhamiyah district of northwest Baghdad 
Nov. 11.

The Al Aima Bridge has been closed since 2005 
when a stampede caused the deaths of nearly 1,000 
Shiite pilgrims.  

The reopening was more than just a ribbon-
cutting event, said Lt. Col. John Vermeesch, com-
mander of 1st CAB, 18th Inf. Regt., who oversaw the 
ceremony.  

“The opening of this bridge is symbolic of the 
unity in Baghdad,” Vermeesch said.  “Opening this 
bridge also indicates sectarian relations and security 
have improved due to the hard work of local leaders 
and Coalition forces.”  

The ceremony marking the reopening of the bridge 
was a festive event and included an Iraqi Army band 
and ceremonial sheep sacrifice.  The Mayor of Bagh-
dad, along with the major IA and Iraqi Police com-
manders of the Karkh District, was in attendance for 
the ceremony.  Before the ceremony, National Po-
licemen from the 2nd NP Division and IA soldiers 
from the 3rd, Battalion, 22nd Brigade, 6th IA Divi-
sion, cleared and secured the bridge.

“Iraqi Security Forces have played an instrumen-
tal role in not only making an event like this pos-
sible but also in helping the bridge reconstruction 
project run smoothly,” said Maj. Koné Faulkner, 
spokesman, 2nd Heavy Brigade Combat Team, 1st 
Inf. Div. 

The event went off without incident and traffic 
began flowing across the bridge.

“The people were in a celebratory mood, waving 
Iraqi flags as they drove across the bridge,” said Ver-
meesch.  “This event, along with others scheduled 
for the future in the Kadhamiyah district of North-
west Baghdad, will continue to promote security and 
good sectarian relations in the area.”

 

KIRKUK CITY, Iraq – More than 4,000 metric tons 
of feed barley was purchased from Roma-
nia and delivered to Kirkuk Province with-
in the first two weeks of November. The 
emergency feed grain program was a joint 

effort between the Kirkuk Provincial Reconstruc-
tion Team, Coalition forces and local agricultural 
leaders.

FORWARD OPERATING BASE DELTA, Iraq – For 
Iraqi Police in Wasit Province, the transi-
tion to full Provincial Iraqi Control Oct. 
29 was not a dramatic change, as they had 
taken the lead in security operations sev-

eral months prior to the event.
 “After the problems in March, Iraqi Secu-

rity Forces stepped up to take control of their 
destiny in [Wasit] province,” said Maj. Gen. 
Abd al-Hanen Hammood Faisal, Aprovin-
cial director of police.  “Since then, the pri-
mary role of Coalition Forces has been ad-
vising, training and providing information to 
the ISF.”

“I knew PIC was inevitable while I was here, so 
we wanted to put more and more responsibility on 
the ISF and less on CF,” said Col. Richard Francey, 
41st Fires Bde. commander and commander of CF 
in Wasit.  “Day by day, we transferred security from 
CF to ISF, so when we got to PIC, day to day actions 
didn’t change much.  From Oct. 28 to Oct. 30, there 
should be very little apparent change.”

CF are still providing advice, training and sup-
port to Wasit’s ISF, said Capt. Hayder Adnan Ali Al-
Saedy, of the Iraqi Police.  “They provide the train-
ing and advice we still need.  We need to continue to 
build our skills.”

“The Americans and the Iraqis are a team,” he 
added.  “As the Iraqi forces gain experience, the Co-
alition Forces will have less of a presence.”

One significant achievement for the Iraqi Police 
with the increased security, has been the commu-
nity’s increased confidence in the police’s ability to 
do their job, said Haneen.  “They are happy to see 
their sons in the ISF doing joint missions, providing 
security to Wasit province.”

“We have a good relationship with the people of 
our district,” said Capt. Al Fukar, commander of al 
Kut’s Falahea IP station.  “That didn’t change with 
PIC.  They want to help us.  The people don’t want to 
go back to the militias.  They want peace.”

That relationship, and the assistance of the popu-
lace, is critical for continued stability in Wasit prov-
ince, said Francey.  

“We are in a fragile time in the future of Iraq,” he 
said.  “Day-to-day operations rely more and more 
on the Iraqi on the street to testify against bad peo-
ple so those bad people may be put in jail and kept 
in jail.

“The days of an oppressive society are behind 
us, and we must protect against a return to those 
days while maintaining a secure and stable environ-
ment,” Francey added.  “To do this, we need a strong 
security force and an honest and just judiciary, and 
the bridge between the two is an honest and brave 
populace who will step forward and speak against 
those who do wrong.”

News arouNd Iraq
Iraqi police after transfer of 
control: not much has changed

Barley feed delivery assists 
livestock owners

Local, ISF, MND-B 
leaders attend bridge 
reopening in northwest 
Baghdad

Sons of Iraq now paid by 
government

Due to 
a summer 
drought, which 
severely cut wheat 
and barley production, 
more than one-million 
sheep in Kirkuk are without 
feed. The barley, which cost 1.3 mil-
lion dollars, will give livestock owners a better op-
portunity to maintain their herds. 

This economic loss for livestock owners, due to 
the drought, is being reported at approximately 250 
million dollars, said John M. Schnittker, a PRT agri-
cultural advisor.  Because of the financial concerns, 
local Kirkuk sheep herders are forced to sell their 
sheep at extremely low prices, because they simply 
can’t feed them. 

The purpose to obtain the feed from Romania is 
to mitigate economic impact, maintain herd viabil-
ity, improve the health of the herds and provide an 
alternative until pastures develop later this year. 

The barley purchase is a U.S. effort to help, not to 
solve, the problem, Schnittker said. 

“This barley is a short-term effort to feed live-
stock in anticipation that conditions will get better 
and they will have pastures to feed on this winter,” 
he added.

The grain will help the livestock owners get 
through this hard time, breed their sheep and keep 
their herds intact, said Schnittker.

“If this feed didn’t come in time it would be a very 
difficult time,” said Mr. Akram Dewana, the Kirkuk 
silo manager where the feed is being stored prior to 
distribution.

The Romanian Barley will feed 200 thousand 
animals for 45 days, less than a third of the sheep in 
Kirkuk province. 

Division, monitored the activities as the IA paid 
nearly 2,000 SoI. 

“This is just another great example of the Govern-
ment of Iraq coming together to give the people what 
they need,” said 2nd Lt. George Schwartz, a platoon 
leader for B Co., TF 1-63 Armor. “The fact that they 
were able to facilitate this event without incident is 
extraordinary.”

Many Coalition leaders attribute the decrease 
in violence in Baghdad and other areas of Iraq to 
the SoI program. Coalition forces continue to work 
closely with the SoI and facilitate their transition to 
the security forces or other non-security sector jobs. 

The SoI payday activities are planned to continue 
for another week to ensure all SoI personnel are paid 
for their valuable service and contributions to the se-
curity of Iraq. 

Sons of Iraq members are finger printed before 
receiving their first payment from the Govern-
ment of Iraq at Patrol Base Lion’s Den Nov. 11. 



U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Crystal Reidy

Sgt. 1st Class Miguel Colon paints a mural on a concrete barrier in honor 
of Veterans Day at Joint Base Balad, Iraq Nov.10.  Colon, anArmy Reservist 
deployed with the 840th Deployment and Distribution Support Battalion, is 
an art teacher at Middle School 35 in Brooklyn NY.

Sgt. Mark R. Kalland, head mechanic from Princeton, Minn., works 
on a vehicle on Joint Base Balad Nov. 5. Kalland is with Head-
quarters Supporting Company, 834th Aviation Support Battalion. 
“The best part of the mission is the Soldiers I work with,” Kalland 
said. “They’re hardworking and have a positive attitude.”

U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Alex Snyder 

U.S. Army photo by Spc. Brian Barbour 

Staff Sgt. Scott Polzin, with the 51st Expeditionary Signal Battalion from Menominee, 
Mich., defends against a choke hold from Spc. Aldo Montiel, with the 557th Mainta-
nence Company from Riverside, Calif., during level two combatives course on Joint 
Base Balad on Nov. 11. Level two qualification will allow the Soldiers to train at com-
pany level.  

Servicemembers cross the finish line during the Veterans Day 5k run here Nov. 
11.The first 1,500 runners wer awarded with an event t-shirt.  The event was or-
ganized by the 840th Deployment Distribution Support Battalion.

U.S. Army photo by Spc. Mario A. Aguirre

Around Balad
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