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When Dave Marcum, Fort 
Knox casualty operations coor-
dinator, became responsible for 
the post cemetery, he said it 
was in a state of disrepair.

“I knew it wasn’t a quick fix 
and would take money, time 
and resources,” he said.

Eight years later, the Fort 

Knox Post Cemetery is one of 
five burial sites that will be 
featured in an upcoming U.S. 
Army documentary. The ceme-
teries at West Point, New York; 
Fort Benning, Georgia; and 
Fort Lewis, Washington also 
are featured in the film.

Filmmaker Ryder Haske is 
directing the project and refers 
to these military cemeteries as 
museums of heroes, which also 
is the working title for the 
project. Haske said the project 
will shed light on military and 
post cemeteries.

“These are shrines to the 
heroes of America where peo-
ple are laid to rest,” said 

Haske, who works with 
People’s Television and was 
contracted by the Army.

Haske said the Fort Knox 
cemetery was beautiful.

“I totally understand why it 
has become the standard,” he 
said. “The alignment of head-
stones was perfect.”

Last year, the Fort Knox 
cemetery achieved national 
shrine status, which means it 
has met or exceeded national 
standards set by the National 
Cemetery Administration of 
the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs.

By CATRINA 
FRANCIS
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

On Monday and 
Tuesday, members of 
the Congressional 
Black Associates visit-
ed Fort Knox to discuss 
diversity and ways to 
increase recruitment to 
youth who don’t have 
an understanding of 
the many benefits of 
joining the Army.

Lewis Myers, a
staff delegate for Rep. 
Norma Torres of 
California, said the 
trip to Fort Knox was 
an eye opener. He will 
now be able to take 
some of the things dis-
cussed with leaders on 
the installation back to 
Capitol Hill. 

By ERIC PILGRIM
EDITOR

Travelers in and out 
of Wilson Gate at Fort 
Knox are finding delays 
as road crews have 
blocked both inbound 
lanes of Wilson Road 
near the gate for about 
700 feet and merged 
traffic onto one of the 
outbound lanes.

The reason for the 
reroute is to repair 
crumbling sections of 
asphalt due to weather 
damage. The reason for 
it now, according to 
Directorate of Public 
Works officials, is 
because timing is criti-
cal.

“The foundation is 
failing, and we have to 
strengthen it,” said 
Mark Richerson, chief 
of Engineering Services 
Division at DPW.

The foundation, 
called sub-base, is the 
bottom layer that a 

road sits on. If it is 
damaged or disturbed 
in any way, the damage 

affects everything 
above it, including the 
road surface. In the 

case of Wilson Road, 
standing rain water 
seeped below the sur-
face over time and 
deteriorated the sub-
base, which caused the 
surface to sag and 
crumble the asphalt as 
heavy traffic continual-
ly rolled over it.

“We’ve been moni-
toring the deterioration 
in the sub-base founda-
tion for a number of 
years. We’ve known 
about it and we have 
received complaints,” 
said Richerson. “It just 
now got to the point we 
knew we had to take 
action. We’re confident 
[the road] could last 
through this winter, 
but not next winter.”

Another reason for 
starting the construc-
tion now involves cost 
savings.

“If you don’t correct 
something, up to a cer-
tain point it costs more 
to go back and repair 
it,” said Richerson. “It’s 
like a leaking roof. If 
you don’t repair the 
roof early, it’s going to 
cause more damage 
later.”

The 700-foot section 
is the first of two 
phases that engineers 
expect to complete by 
the start of summer 
2018. Richerson said 
the first phase is start-
ing now because of the 
severity of damage, and 
the severity of winter.

“The main goal is to 
get [phase 1] done 
before winter sets in,” 
said Richerson.

The next phase of 

Fort Knox cemetery to be
featured in Army documentary
Film team captures 
beauty of focused 
funds, efforts
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IRELAND ARMY HEALTH CENTER

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention recommends a year-
ly flu vaccine as the first and most 
important step in protecting against 
flu viruses. While Ireland Army 
Health Clinic awaits flu vaccine 
shipments, there are several every-
day preventive actions that can be 
taken to stop the spread of germs. 

1. Avoid close contact with sick peo-
ple. 2. If sick, limit contact with oth-
ers as much as possible to keep 
from infecting them. 3. If sick with 
flu-like illness, the CDC recom-
mends staying home for at least 24 
hours after the fever is gone. 4. 
When coughing or sneezing, the 
nose and mouth should be covered 
with a tissue, with the tissue being 

disposed of in a trash can. 5. Wash 
hands often with soap and water. 6. 
If soap and water are not available, 
use an alcohol-based hand rub/sani-
tizer. 7. Avoid touching the eyes, 
nose and mouth because germs can 
spread this way. 8. Clean and disin-
fect surfaces and objects that may 
be contaminated with germs like 
the flu.

Engineers begin road construction near Wilson Gate

U.S. Army photo by Eric Pilgrim

A backhoe operator busts up asphalt from the inbound lane of Wilson Road at Fort Knox Monday 
to prepare a 700-foot section of the road for repairs. This f  rst phase of the project is expected to 
be complete before winter begins.

See CONSTRUCTION,
page A2

Staff delegates
visit post, talk 
diversity, recruiting

U.S. Army photo by Eric Pilgrim

The Fort Knox Post Cemetery during a predawn morning in October: The cemetery was videotaped by a professional f  lm crew 
last week for an Arlington National Cemetery-sponsored documentary highlighting the best U.S. military cemeteries. Fort 
Knox was chosen along with four others.

U.S. Army photo by Eric Pilgrim

Congressional staff delegates Calvin Reed (left), representing 
Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-NJ), and 
Francesca McCrary, representing the Oversight and Reform 
Committee, engage targets at the Burcham Urban Assault 
Course on Fort Knox Monday.See FILM CREW, page A2

See STAFF DELEGATES, 
page A2

Patton Museum to 
close for six months
FORT KNOX PAO

The Patton Museum on
Fort Knox is scheduled to be 
closed for about six months 
starting Nov. 1 for building reno-
vations and parking lot improve-
ments. See Knox Notes for more 
details.

CDC offers health tips while IRAHC awaits flu vaccines
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