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Garrison Command Sgt. Maj. Rodwell L. Forbes, Justin Hayes from Sen. Barbara A. Mikulski’s office and Brigid Smith from U.S. Rep. John Sarbanes’ office
watch the Defense Information School Color Guard provide U.S. flag honors to conclude the Veterans Day Ceremony on Nov. 10 at Museum Plaza.
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Marines celebrate
241st birthday
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Saturday, 8 a.m.: Turkey Trot 5K,1-Mile Walk; Murphy Field House

Sunday, 11 a.m.: German-Italian Wreath Laying, Post Cemetery

Nov. 24, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.: Thanksgiving at Freedom Inn

Dec. 6, 11 a.m: ROWC Holiday Brunch Meeting at Club Meade

UPCOMING EVENTS CRACKING CODES

STEM Fest event
challenges youths
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Museum marks Veterans Day 100 years
after U.S. entry into World War I PG 3
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after U.S. entry into World War I PG 3
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WerecognizeAmericanEduca-
tion Week this week and respect
the powerful influence on our
national history provided by pro-
fessional educators.

Education is a center of gravity
for each element of our national
power — diplomatic, informa-
tional, military, economic — and a
fundamental requirement for
servicemembers andservingcivil-
ians.

Our identity as a national plat-
form for intelligence, information and cyber
operations demands extremely talented —
and properly educated — service members,
civilians and their families. For example, the
National Security Agency, a longtime tenant
at Fort Meade, has hosted and nurtured
outstandingmathprograms.TheNSAoffers
annual paid fellowships, cooperative educa-
tion programs, internships and scholarships
forhighschool,undergraduateandgraduate
students, as well as doctoral candidates,
primarily in the cyber security and intelli-
gence fields.

Our continued cyber-related growth will
bring a consistent flow of talented profes-
sionals into this area. Those talented profes-
sionals want to serve high-performing,
selective organizations; enjoy great life
experiences in the surrounding area; and
ensure that theirchildrenarereceivinggreat
educations at quality schools.

Anne Arundel County Public Schools are
committed to constantly improving and
realigning the course offerings in their
system.FortMeade ishome to sevenAACPS
schools and also partners with Anne Arun-
delCommunityCollege,UniversityofMary-
land University College and Central Michi-
ganUniversity through theArmyEducation
Center.

The AEC also provides access to other
institutions of higher learning through
computers in itsMultiuse Learning Facility.

Weare fortunate tohavesomeof themost
professional and dedicated educators in the
nation right here at Fort Meade’s schools
and local colleges. Our post schools have
been awarded grants from the Department
of Defense Education Activity, allowing for
additionalguestspeakers,after-schoolclubs,
iPads, field trip funding and classroom
enrichment projects, and resources for
military-affiliated children.

Beginning in 2010 and continuously
through this year, AACPS have had a

DoDEA grant providing better
learning opportunities for our
children with three main goals:
highermath achievement through
STEM integration; stronger litera-
cy achievement; and creating a
positive climate for Fort Meade
students and families.

The grant partnership enables
enhanced programs and resources
at Manor View, Pershing Hill and
Meade Heights elementary
schools;WestMeadeEarlyEduca-

tion Center;MacArthurMiddle School; and
MeadeHigh School.

Also, Maryland’s top-shelf International
Baccalaureate Programme is part of an
enhanced curriculum offering at Meade
High School. IB is an academic curriculum
for students ages 16 to 19 that offers six core
subjects: literature, foreign language, social
studies, sciences, mathematics and the arts,
andencouragesstudents toengage incritical
thinking and explore creativity and commu-
nity service.

Several sponsored organizations provide
scholarship opportunities for academic ex-
cellence byMeadeHigh students each year.

These are just some examples of the
opportunities to enrich the educational
experiencesofourchildren.Ourchallenge is
to “hunt the good stuff” as we’re taught in
resiliency training. The incredible efforts of
our students and their teachers at Fort
Meade schools are sometimesoverlookedor
just not widely known to our community or
to those preparing tomove here.

Great efforts and achievements happen
every day in our schools. Help spread the
word and educate others about what you
know. Let the teachers and staff knowwhen
they are doing superbworkwith your child.
And also let themknowwhen they are not.

We are committed at Fort Meade to
attractingthebest talent inournationfor the
strategically important work we do here
every day. Be part of the dynasty of
excellence here and support advancements
in education to the best of your ability.

Through our Community Covenant part-
nership, our supporting community helps
sustain a positive school environment built
upon caring relationships among all partici-
pants — students, teachers, staff, adminis-
trators, parents and communitymembers.

Be proud of our local schools, educators
and school staff. We live in a great
community! TeamMeade!

COMMANDER’S COLUMN

Education is intrinsic
to strength of our nation

Garrison
Commander
Col. Tom
Rickard
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S unshine and a clear blue sky set
the backdrop for Fort Meade’s
annual VeteransDayCeremony.

Military and community members
gathered Nov. 10 at the Memorial Plaza
outside theFortMeadeMuseumtohonor
those have served and sacrificed for their
country. The afternoon ceremony was
followed by an indoor reception.

Theguest speakerswereU.S.Rep. John
Sarbanes and Paul Cora, the chairman of
theWesternFrontAssociationEastCoast
Branch.

The ceremony began with the singing
of the national anthem by Sgt. 1st Class
Randall Wight of the U.S. Army Field
Band. Chaplain (Lt. Col.) David Cooper
gave the invocation.

In their speeches, both Sarbanes and
Cora focused on World War I. Sarbanes,
who addressed the crowd first, high-
lighted the100th-year commemorationof
the Great War and the role that Fort
Meade played in ensuring America’s
success.

He went on to explain the fortuitous
timing of Veterans Day and the recent
national election.

“[VeteransDay is] our first opportunity
to demonstrate real solidarity as a nation,
where we don’t think of ourselves by any
political stripe,we only think of ourselves
asAmericans,”Sarbanessaid. “There isno
better topic, no better focus for that kind
of coming together than our veterans.”

Sarbanes saluted veterans, active-duty
service members and their families for
their service and sacrifice.

ARichHistory
Robert Johnson, the curator of theFort

Meade Museum, introduced Cora, who
gave a detailed description about Fort
Meade’s contribution toWorldWar I.

“The genesis of what would be Camp
Meade, beginning in the summer of 1917,
was part of a massive mobilization that
was unprecedented in American history,”
Cora said. “Within 18 months, some 2
million American troops of the American
Expeditionary Forces had arrived in
France — some 400,000 of those passing
throughCampMeade in the process.”

Corawent on toweave a vivid descrip-

tion of World War I, the doughboys who
fought and the precedent that the war’s
outcome set for theU.S. as aworld power.

He mentioned the historic conscrip-
tion of black service members and how
one of the two black infantry divisions
trained at CampMeade.

“For Americans of color, the unprece-
dented mobilization of World War I
provided a catalyst for advancing the
cause of equal citizenship,” Cora said.
“There were two African-American in-
fantry divisions that would deploy to
Europe. ... Elements of one of these, the
93rd Infantry Division, trained right here
at CampMeade.”

After Cora spoke, Garrison Command-
erCol.TomRickardpresentedhimwitha
tile from the roof of the installations
original headquarters in 1930. The tile
was painted in dedication to Cora from
TeamMeade.

“Eachofusshouldpause, ifwehavenot
already, to think about why we do
Veterans Day in the first place,” Rickard
said.

Originally designated as Armistice Day
in 1918, Veterans Day has been observed
onNov.11since1954.

The Navy detachment from the De-
fense Information School Color Guard
lowered the flag for the retiring of the
colors after the 45-minute ceremony.

Among those who also attended was
Brenda Pullen, program manager of
Information, Referral and Follow-Up at
ArmyCommunity Service.

“This kind of event is important so that
we can let the community see how proud
we are of our service members who put
their life in harm’s way to defend our
country and their families,” she said.

Pullen, who served as a captain in the
Army Reserve and a retiredMontgomery
County teacher, is a Girl Scout troop
leader. For the past 16 years, she’s been
taking her troop to lay wreaths at
ArlingtonNational Cemetery.

“[Service members] are the backbone
of our country,” Pullen said. “Every
chance I have to give back to the
community, I’m there.”

Pride in Service
Sgt. 1st Class Derrick Chambers, Fort

Meade’s senior Equal Opportunity ad-
viser, said he was moved by Cora’s
retelling of those who served in World
War I.

“Hearing about the brigade of African-
American Soldiers that fought in World
War I and trained at Camp Meade was
inspiring,” Chambers said. “That was
pre-CivilWar and their service reiterated
the fight for civil rights.

“I have huge respect for them to serve
theirnationwhenthereweresocial issues
going on at the time.”

For Chambers, who has served in the
Army for thepast17 years, the importance
of celebratingVeteransDay is two-fold.

“First and foremost, I [attended this
event] because I am a Soldier and have
participated in conflict,” he said. “Second,
I wanted to pay respect and honor to all
veterans past and present.”

Events that commemorate the sacrifice
of servicemembers help give themilitary
community a sense of belonging, Cham-
bers said.

“We are celebrating 100 years of
military service and sacrifice,” he said.
“That’s what Veterans Day is — all
branches of service come together on
common ground.Whenwe go to war, we
go together.”

Celebrating Veterans Day extends be-
yond the gate. Communities surrounding
military installations provide service
members with discounts on goods and
recognition of their service.

“Community members receive us
when we come home from war — if we
come home,” Chambers said. “Veterans
signup topay theultimateprice.Wewant
local businesses and schools to have a
sense of belonging and connection to the
military.

“It’s important to give them the
opportunity to appreciate veterans and
say thank you.”

Veterans Day commemorated at post museum

Garrison Commander Col. Tom Rickard, U.S. Rep. John Sarbanes and Paul Cora
pay respect during the national anthem Nov. 10 at the Veterans Day Ceremony.
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‘[Veterans Day is] our
first opportunity to dem-
onstrate real solidarity as
a nation, where we don’t
think of ourselves by any
political stripe, we only
think of ourselves as
Americans. There is no
better topic, no better fo-
cus for that kind of com-
ing together than our vet-
erans.’
U.S. Rep. John Sarbanes, Maryland’s 3rd
Congressional District

Event marks century after
U.S. entry into World War I
ByMaddie Ecker
Staff Writer
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I n the earlyhours ofNov.10, about 200
Marines ran down Roberts Avenue
and stopped outside the home of

GarrisonCommanderCol. TomRickard.
As Rickard stood at attention, the

members of the Marine Cryptologic
Support Battalion — led by their com-
mander, Lt. Col. Michael R. Challgren —
serenaded Rickard with “The Marines’
Hymn.”

Rickard then joined the Marines on
their 3-mile run to the Freedom Barracks
to commemorate the 241st birthday of the
U.S.MarineCorps.

“Happy birthday, Marines,” Rickard
said as they gathered in the back plaza of
the Freedom Barracks after the run. “It’s
anhonor andprivilege to be invited to run
with you.”

Garrison Command Sgt. Maj. Rodwell
L. Forbes, who began his military service
as aMarine, also joined the celebration.

Showof gratitude
“The reason we invited the garrison

commander to run with the unit on the
Marine Corps birthday is that we have a
long tradition of partnership with Fort
Meade, having had elements of the
battalion stationed at Fort Meade since
the1960s,with the battalion headquarters
moving here in 1995,” Challgren said after
the event.

“Inviting the garrison commander to
join us is a way to acknowledge and say
thanks to Team Meade for the wide
variety of services and quality-of-life
support that the installation provides to
ourMarines.”

The Marine Cryptologic Support Bat-
talion hasmore than 550Marines serving
in eight states and five countries, support-
ing the global cryptologic enterprise.

The battalion headquarters and two
companies are located at FortMeade.

An additional four letter companies are
located at Fort Gordon, Ga.; Aurora, Colo.;
San Antonio; and Schofield Barracks in
Hawaii, with smaller elements through-
out SouthAsia and a sub-unit inGermany.

As part of the cake-cutting ceremony,
Master Gunnery Sgt. Steve Berry, the
battalion’s senior enlisted advisor, read a

message originally sent Nov. 1, 1921, by
John A. Lejeune, the 13th commandant of
theMarineCorps.

The message was published for every
Marine command in recognition of the
241st birthday:

“In every battle and skirmish since the
birth of the Corps, Marines have acquitted
themselves with the greatest distinction,
winning new honors on each occasion until
the term ‘Marine’ has come to signify all
that is highest in themilitary efficiency and
soldierly virtue.”

After the entire message was read,
Challgren cut the ceremonial birthday

cake and gave a piece to Rickard as the
guest of honor.

In accordance with Marine tradition,
Challgren then cut a piece for himself, as
the oldestMarine present, and a piece for
Lance Cpl. Rob Distefano of Company B,
the youngestMarine present.

“We’ve got a great team here,” Chall-
gren said. “Everybody’s doing this across
theCorps,worldwide.”

Reason to celebrate
The birthday, Challgren said, “cele-

Tradition of partnership
Marine Cryptologic Support Battalion serenades
garrison commander before he joins celebration
of Corps’ birthday featuring run, cake, esprit de corps

By Lisa R. Rhodes
Staff Writer

The oldest Marine present, Lt. Col. Michael R. Challgren, cuts the ceremonial
birthday cake Nov. 10 to celebrate 241 years of service by the U.S. Marine Corps.

PHOTOS BY PHIL GROUT

Garrison Commander Col. Tom Rickard watches from his home the approaching
Marine Cryptologic Support Battalion before joining the group for a 3-mile run.

Lt. Col. Michael R. Challgren talks
about tradition and esprit de corps.

‘The reason we invited
the garrison commander
to run with the unit on
the Marine Corps birth-
day is that we have a
long tradition of partner-
ship with Fort Meade.’
Lt. Col. Michael R. Challgren, commander,
Marine Cryptologic Support Battalion
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AACC ARMY EDUCATION CENTER
2474 Ernie Pyle St.
Fort Meade, MD 20755

HOURS:Open to all active military
and civilians with DOD clearance,
8:30 a.m.–5 p.m. Monday–Thursday
and 8:30 a.m.–3 p.m. Friday.

Once you become a new student,
be sure to visit our Military/Veteran
Resource Center on the Arnold
campus for ongoing support.

Just a few of the many ways we’re
here to serve you.

If you’re an active duty member or
veteran, we have the team in place to
make it easy for you and your family to
reach your educational goals – with extra
help from our support staff right here
on base! Contact our military advising
team at the AACC Fort Meade Army
Education Center at its NEW location!
While there, apply and register for winter
classes, which start Jan. 3, and learn
about military scholarships, financial aid
for you and your dependents, and how
to earn credit for your military
experience – all in one stop!

WWW.AACC.EDU/MILITARY / CONTACT US AT FTMEADE@AACC.EDU.

the face of
eye health
Budget-friendly plans
Large network
Membership satisfaction

Sign up today.
BENEFEDS.com
Open Season dates: November 14
through December 12

brates those who’ve gone before us and
thosewho arewith us right now.”

The esprit de corps expressed during
the run was fitting for the Marine
birthday, saidChallgren.

“It’s a great feeling,” he said.
The celebration continued Friday eve-

ning with the battalion’s Marine Corps
Birthday Ball at the Renaissance Balti-
moreHarborplaceHotel.

“The Army and Marines have been
working together for a long time andwe’ll
be working together for a long time to
come,” Rickard said after the run.

After the cake-cutting, the Marines

gathered inside the FreedomBarracks for
breakfast.

“This is inspirational and meaningful,”
Distefano said. “This is what I reallywant
to feel going forward.”

Lt. Col. Michael R. Challgren leads the Marine Cryptologic Support Battalion in
the singing of the “Marines’ Hymn” to Garrison Commander Col. Tom Rickard.

Garrison Commander Col. Tom Rickard joins Marine Lt. Col. Michael R. Challgren
(left) and Master Gunnery Sgt. Steven Berry, senior enlisted advisor.
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S howing a wide spectrum of talent
and dedication, a U.S. Army Cyber
Command captain is advancing

his military development, building AR-
CYBER capabilities, deepening Army
partnerships with industry and academia,
andhelping tocurbcybercrime, all atonce.

Capt. Pete Renals is a Cyber Warfare
officer currently attending Carnegie Mel-
lon University as part of the ARCYBER
scholarship program. To complete one of
therequirements forhismaster’sdegree in
information security, Renals spent his
summer completing an internship pro-
gramwith a cybersecurity company.

During that time, he learned threat
intelligenceskills thathelpedhimdiscover
information that will be used to stopmore
than 100 cybercriminals from spreading
malware.

Renals graduated from theU.S.Military
Academy atWest Point, N.Y., in 2008 with
a degree in computer science and was
commissioned as a military intelligence
officer. After a stint with the 10th Moun-
tain Division and deployment with the
division’s 1st Brigade to Afghanistan, he
was assigned to the 780thMilitary Intelli-
gence Brigade at Fort Meade, serving as a
company commander and assistant op-
erations officer.

Following that assignment, Renals was
selected to join the Cyber National Mis-
sion Force, U.S. Cyber Command at Fort
Meade. In 2015, he transferred to the
newly establishedCyber Branch.

Skills acquisition
After getting some hands-on cyber

experience, Renals wanted to expand his
technical skills by pursuing a master’s
degree. He applied to attend Carnegie
Mellon through ARCYBER’s scholarship
program, and is currently in his second
year of study there.

His curriculum has included course
work in areas such as networking, pro-

gramming, host forensics, malware re-
verse engineering, network forensics and
cyberintelligence. He also was required to
complete an internship inprivate industry.

With the approval and support of
ARCYBER, Renals applied directly for an
internship with a technology company
that builds security solutions and often
engages in dialoguewith the Army to help
bridge the gapbetween theDepartment of
Defense and SiliconValley.

As an intern, Renals worked with the
company’s threat intelligence team. Com-
pany officials said one of the company’s
goals is to figure out how cyber bad guys
operate and to use that knowledge to
improve its products.

Renals was asked to look into the
activities of a group that had been
considered nuisance hackers.

The captain made some interesting
findings, and ultimately uncovered more
than 100 malicious cyber actors and
isolated their infrastructure — the web-
sites and domains they used to carry out
their activities.

“I think its critical to note that these
actors have begun registering domains
that impersonate legitimate U.S. govern-
ment organizations, in order to conduct
fraudulent activities and support their
malware,” Renals said.

Companyofficials saidRenals’ research,
and the ways he designed to find these
adversaries, made the company realize
that the group had evolved from a
nuisance into cybercriminals. Identifying
them and their infrastructure enabled the
company to take proactive measures to
shut down those threats and protect the
Army and thousands of other customers
from these types ofmalicious attacks.

Ties beneficial
Putting the brakes on dozens of cy-

bercriminals is a pretty significant
achievement in itself, but Renals said the
time he has devoted to his studies and
internship has had even further-reaching
benefits for all concerned.

It has strengthened the relationships
betweenARCYBER, the technologysector

and academia; provided him with first-
hand knowledge of the intern and schol-
arship programs that he can use to
encourage other young officers to apply;
and has given him an opportunity to
represent the Army in a positive way that
he hopes will encourage companies to
recruit more interns from the Army’s
ranks.

And, of course, there are professional
benefits for Renals that also benefit
ARCYBERanditspartnersaswell.Hesaid
knowing how private industry operates is
important to all Army senior leaders, and
understanding the capabilities of private
industry— specifically how they track and
defend against malicious cyber actors — is
criticalknowledgeforanyoneassignedtoa
CyberMissionForce team.

Company officials had high praise for
Renals’ talents and contributions during
his internship. As a result of that success,
hesaid, thecompany isplanning toexpand
its intern program.

But perhaps the greatest benefit of
Renals’ internship is not easily quantifi-
able.

“I think the most important value I got
out of this is building relationships with a
world-class intelligence shopandbridging
the gap between them and [the military],”
Renals said.

Company officials echoed that senti-
ment. He said the private sector and the
military both have a great deal of capa-
bility, recognize that they need to work

together, and place great value on their
partnership.

Renals expects to complete hismaster’s
program in May and will be assigned to a
positionwithin theArmytostrengthenthe
operational force by applying the skills he
has learned.

West Point grad uses
internship to connect
Army, Silicon Valley

Capt. Pete Renals’ findings during his summer internship with a tech company
helped put a stop to the activities of more than 100 malicious cyberactors.

COURTESY PHOTO

Cybercrime skills asset to
both public, private sectors
By U.S. Army Cyber Command

Nov. 5, Shoplifting:AAFES loss
personnel stated she observed the
subject, via closed circuitTV, take a
bag to the electronics aisle and
remove the PlayStation Player out
of its bag and place it in his trench
coat. The subject placed the bag
back on the shelf and passed the
last point of salewithout rendering
payment.

Nov. 8: Larceny of govern-
ment property: Investigation re-
vealed that the victim’s govern-
ment-issued iPhone was stolen.
The iPhonewas left unsecuredand
unattended onhiswork desk.

Moving violations: 39
Nonmoving violations: 2
Verbalwarnings for traffic stops:

61
Traffic accidents: 4
Driving on suspended license: 1
Driving on suspended regis-

tration: 0
Drivingwithout a license: 0

COMMUNITY CRIME
WATCH
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301-621-9796 or toll-
free 877-268-4636

cmich.edu/FortMeade Fort.Meade@cmich.edu
Central Michigan University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission of the North Central

Association of Colleges and Schools. CMU is an AA/EO institution (see cmich.edu/OCRIE). 45535 7/16

Thanksgiving Day SpecialThanksgiving Day Special

14150 Baltimore Ave. Laurel, MD. 301.317.7707
Open DailyOpen Daily Sun. - Thur. 11am - 10pm • Fri. - Sat. 11am - 10:30pm

AdultsAdults FEATURINGFEATURING

$16.99$16.99
Crab Legs, Lobsters, Oysters
and all the other great tasting

foods we serve every day.

N ew legislation gives veterans
with a service-related disability
up to13 days of paid sick leave if

they are hired by the federal government
on or afterNov. 5.
On Nov. 5, 2015, President Barack

Obama signed the Wounded Warriors
Federal LeaveAct of 2015 (Pub.L.114-75).
The legislationaddsSection6329toTitle
5, United StatesCode.
This new section provides a separate

new leave category to be known as
“disabled veteran leave,” orDVL.
Congress was concerned about vet-

eranswitha service-connecteddisability
rating of 30 percent or more who have
zero hours of accrued sick leave when
newly hired in a civilian position in the
federal government.
Congress wanted such newly hired

veterans tohave immediate access for up
to13days(104hours)ofpaid leavesothey
do not have to take unpaid leave for
treatment of their service-connected
injuries.
Here are some of the key points of

DVL, effectiveNov. 5, 2016:

♦DVL is a separate leave category and
provides104hours of leave upfront.

♦This new leave category is a one-
time benefit and is limited to a 12-month
period.

♦DVL not used during the benefit
period may not be carried over to
subsequent years andwill be forfeited.

♦Onceanemployeehasexhaustedthe
leave benefit and/or the one year has
passed, he or she will not have any
further entitlements to the benefit.

♦The leave benefit is a one-time only
benefit for theemployee’s federalcivilian
service career. This includes return to
federal service after a break in service.

♦DVL is only available to veterans
whoarehiredonorafterNov. 5, 2016and
who have (or will have) a service-
connected disability rating of 30 percent
ormore. Veterans hired beforeNov. 5 are
not entitled to this benefit.

♦For veterans hired on or after Nov. 5
who have a service-connected disability
of 30 percent or more upon hiring, DVL
is available during the first 12 months of
employment and may not exceed 104
hours.

♦Veterans hired onor afterNov. 5 and
are later determined to have a service-
connected disability rated at 30 percent
ormorewill be eligible for DVL. In such
cases, the start date of the 12-month
benefit period will be the date the VA
claim is filed.

♦Veterans hired beforeNov. 5 and are
later determined to have a service-
connected disability rated at 30 percent
ormore areNOTeligible forDVL.
For more information, https://

www.chcoc.gov/content/disabled-vet-
eran-leave.

Legislation creates category of leave for disabled veterans
By Public Affairs Office

I f you reside on post and are
expecting visitors for the holidays,
you can start the process now for

them to obtain gate access passes.
Steps to take:
1. Fill out the FGGM 191-001-R-E,

whichcanbefoundonlineat ftmeade.ar-
my.mil.

2. Click on the post access icon, then
click the printable VCC forms and then
click on the FGGMForm191-001-R-E.

If you are unable to access the form

online, pickuphard copies at theDemps
Visitor Control Center at 902 Reece
Road.

3. Bring the completed form, along
with your DoD ID or permanent Auto-
mated Installation Entry badge, to the
VCC.

The following authorized sponsors
can submit Form 191: Service members,
military spouses, dependents ages18 and
older, federal employees with a DoD
Common Access Card, and permanent
AIEbadge holders.

Formore information, call the VCC at
301-677-1064.

Holiday visitors
By Demps Visitor Control
Center

Maryland Formore information and to register to volunteer, visit www.somd.org

VOLUNTEERVOLUNTEER
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Dr. Edwin Zaghi
- Board Certified Pediatric Dentistry;
- American Board Pediatric Dentist;
- Fellow American Academy of

Pediatric Dentistry

KID-FRIENDLYKID-FRIENDLY
DENTISTRYDENTISTRY
Edwin Zaghi, DMD

PEDIATRIC
DENTISTRY
• Infant Dental

Screening
• Emergency

Appointments
• Accepts MetLife/Tricare

JUST OFF RT. 32! 10798 HICKORY RIDGE RD
COLUMBIA • 410-992-4400

www.dredwinzaghi.com

Near
Fort

Meade!

410.766.5208 Check us out on Google and Yelp|

Over 105 dishes and 90 seat dining hall plus 100
seats for private banquet hall with a free karaoke system

•Bulgogi •Bibimbap •Japchae
•Kalbi •Yukgaejang •Soondubu

Rated the best Korean Restaurant in Glen Burnie

JA KUM SUNG

7523 Ritchie Hwy, Glen Burnie, MD 21061

•Mandu •Jjajangmyun •Jjampong
•Tangsooyuk •Kanpungki and more

Authentic Korean Food

Authentic Korean/Chinese Food

The attorneys in the Legal Assist-
ance Division of the Fort Meade
Office of the Staff Judge Advocate

provide free legal assistance to service
members, retirees and their family mem-
bers in the areas of estate planning, family
law, military administrative law, consumer
law, landlord-tenant disputes and income
taxation.

However, a client may need to hire a
civilian attorney to provide in-court repre-
sentation or to assist in an area outside the
scopeofLegalAssistance lawpracticesuch
as corporate law.

There are important things to consider
when selecting an attorney.

To practice law, a lawyer must pass a
state examination in law, successfully
complete an investigation for
character and fitness to prac-
tice law in a particular state,
and receive a license fromthe
SupremeCourt of the state.

Once eligible to practice, a
lawyer may practice across a
broad range of areas or spe-
cialize in one or two such as
just family law or estate
planning. For example, a
bankruptcy lawyer will be an
expert in the federal andstate
bankruptcy code provisions
and have experience in pre-
paring petitions for and rep-
resenting clients in Bank-
ruptcy Court hearing and creditor meet-
ings.

Afamily lawattorneywillhaveexpertise
in negotiating marital property settle-
ments, litigating motions for child custody
and alimony, and preparing court docu-
ments for garnishment.

Once you have ascertained the kind of
lawyer you will need, you should contact
the Fort Meade Legal Assistance Division
for further guidance.

Wemaybeable toprovideyouwitha list
of local attorneys. If the problem requires
the services of an attorney in another state,
we can attempt to reach out to a Legal
Assistance Division in that state for an
attorney referral list.

Tofindanattorney,youalsomaycontact
the local bar association in the geographi-
calareainwhichyouintendtofilea lawsuit
or seek guidance fromacivilian attorney.

Prepare formeeting
Inpreparationforyourfirstconsultwith

an attorney, write down all relevant facts
andyourquestions.

Also, bring copies of all important
documents for the attorney to review. If
you are uncertain as to whether a docu-
mentmay be relevant or not, bring it along
just in case.

Some important issues to seek clarifica-
tionon from the attorney include:

• Whether the attorney will work
personallyonyourcaseordelegateworkto
an associate orparalegal

• Whether the attorney will work with
another attorney in a differ-
ent law firm if special ex-
pertise is needed, and how
much additional expense
you may incur as a result of
suchanassociation

• Potential outcomes of
your case

• The medium in which
the attorneywill provide you
with copies of relevant docu-
ments and communicate
with you to keep you in-
formed on developments
and potential settlement of-
fers

• Payment arrangements
for the attorney’s fee

• The process for handling disputes
over the attorney’s services.

Prior toagreeing to retain theservicesof
an attorney, carefully review the written
representation agreement.

If you have any questions or concerns,
have those issues resolved before you sign
the representation agreement.

The Legal Assistance attorneys can
assist you in determining the type of
attorney youmay need andmay be able to
give you some specific referrals.

For more information about the hiring
of a civilian attorney, call the Legal
Assistance Division at 301-677-9504 or
301-677-9536.

Hiring civilian lawyer
requires due diligence
by service members
By JaneM.Winand
Legal Assistance Attorney

In preparation
for your first
consult with
an attorney,
write down all
relevant facts
and your
questions.

Every day your local USO provides moments that count in the lives of our troops and their
families. From a hot cup of coffee, to a place to relax while traveling and critical services such
as emergency housing, the USOMetropolitan Washington-Baltimore is dedicated to serving
those who serve.

Take a moment to support our troops and their families by donating to your local USO at
USOMetro.org.



GUNPOWDER MILITARY RES-
ERVATION — White engineer
tapemarked the finish of a 7-mile

ruck march for Soldiers competing in the
Best Warrior Competition on Nov. 5 at
GunpowderMilitaryReservation.

However, completing the rigorous ruck
was not the end of the daylong competi-
tion. One more obstacle stood in the way
of distinguishing each Soldier as a com-
petitor, and only one as the best. The final
challenge: a live-fire stress shoot.

In total, 12 Soldiers from the 58th
Expeditionary Military Intelligence Bri-
gadeand the58thTroopCommand, apart
of the combined competition,were tasked
with firing an M4
assault rifle where
pressure and fatigue
contributed to the
intentof therange—
stress.

As the final sta-
tion in a series of
warrior tasks, Sol-
diers dropped their
35-pound rucks, ex-
ecuted 10 pushups
and were given 10
seconds to engage
pop-up targets while identifying friendly
fromenemy silhouettes.

“Anyone that accepted this challenge
has gone above and beyond,” said Master
Sgt. Adam Erickson, 58th EMIB op-
erations sergeant and noncommissioned
officer in charge for the competition.

In order to compete, Soldiers were
selected at the company level, and then
representativeswere chosen at the battal-
ion leading up to the day’s test competing
at the brigade level.

Eligibility and prequalification neces-
sary to vie for the title of best included
successful completion of the combat
life-saver course,ArmyLevel1combatives
aswell asqualifyingas sharpshooteronan
M16 rifle and completion of a board exam.

Soldiers competed for Soldier, non-
commissioned officer and company grade
officer of the year.

Training alongside the best elevates
skills, and respec-
tive ofmilitary oc-
cupational spe-
cialty, in the Army
being a Soldier
comes first.

“Everything
tested during the
competition is a
basic Soldier skill,
but we took it to
the next level,”
said Sgt. Maj. Wil-
liam Hartman,

58th TC operations. “For example, at the
weapons stationwe took threeweapons a
part, put them in a box and said go!”

In total, the Soldiers completed six
warrior tasks, in addition to reporting to a
board, and the culminating ruck march
and stress shoot.Warrior task test stations
included: Preparing an Advanced System
Improvement Program radio for opera-
tion; search an individual in a tactical
environment, weapons assembly and
functions check on an M16 assault rifle,
M9 pistol and M249 light machine gun;
protect themselves from chemical injury
and contamination with a Joint-Service,
Lightweight, Integrated Suit Technology;
complete a written map reading and land
navigation test; and send a nine-line
MEDEVAC request.

“The competition represents an oppor-
tunity to expand individual skills and sets
an example for others to follow,” Erickson

said. “Each Soldier will benefit from this
experience and enhance the readiness of
theMarylandNational Guard.”

For many competitors, the tested war-
rior skills are something they donot get to
touch every month and preparation for
the competition was critical. To prepare,
noncommissioned officer competitor
Staff Sgt. James Hawley, a military tech-
nician for towed and small arms repair
assigned to the 110th Information Op-
erations Battalion, reached out to his
fellowSoldiers as his greatest resource.

Using the expertise of his fellow
Soldiers across a variety of military
backgrounds in communications,medical
or infantry, his resourcefulness proved

successful, earning him the title of best
noncommissioned officer. When asked
what it means to be the best, Hawley’s
answer was simple — the best warrior
competes against himself.

Enlisted Soldier of theYearwas award-
ed to Spc. Samuel Cosentino, 58th EMIB.
Officer of the Year was awarded to 1st Lt.
Chris Hunckler, 629th Military Intelli-
genceBattalion.

Winners and first alternates in each
category will receive further training on
tasks during the January and February
time frame. They will go on to represent
the58thEMIBat the2017MarylandArmy
National Guard officer, NCO and Soldier
BestWarriorCompetition onMarch16-19.

Md. National Guard
Soldiers compete
for Soldier of the Year
Story and photos
by Sgt. Devon Bistarkey
Maryland National Guard

Spc. Samuel Cosentino, 58th Expeditionary Military Intelligence Brigade, was
named Enlisted Soldier of the Year after the daylong competition that included
weapons assembly and functions check.

‘Everything tested during
the competition is a basic
Soldier skill, but we took
it to the next level.’
Sgt. Maj. William Hartman, 58th TC
operations.

Staff Sgt. James Hawley, a military technician for towed and small arms repair
assigned to the 110th Information Operations Battalion, reads a map during the
Best Warrior Competition on Nov. 5 at Gunpowder Military Reservation.

Donning protective gear, including a
gas mask, was one of the tasks during
the competition.
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Figuring out the six-digit combination
that opened a locked briefcase was one of
the challenges presented at the “Training
Mission–Cyber Security” scavenger hunt
held Nov. 10 during “Bringing STEM To
Life” at theNational CryptologicMuseum.

The museum was one of 200 organiza-
tions thatparticipated in the secondannual
Maryland STEM Festival, which began
Nov. 4 and ended Sunday.

STEM is an acronym for science, tech-
nology, engineering andmathematics.

“The mission of the festival is to
encourage all students — regardless of
experience level, location or background—
to take a greater interest in STEM,with the
hope that theywill pursue a STEM-related
career,” saidPhilRogofsky, volunteerdirec-
tor of the festival. “We see this as necessary
forMaryland to remain amajor, successful
player in the changingworld economy.”

Hundreds of children participated in six
activities at the museum to test their skills
in math and logic as part of the scavenger
hunt. At each activity, the children col-
lected information and clues that intro-
ducedthemtothechallenges faced incyber
security. They also had to solve a logic
puzzle to deduce and decipher the correct
combination to abrief case—much like the
cryptologists at the National Security
Agency decipher codes.

By using 8-year-old Siana’s Kabria com-
bination, an NSA employee was able to
openthebriefcase.Shegavetheyoungstera
Z-Card, which provided additional brain-
teasersand informationaboutNSAcareers.

“I think it was fun trying to open it,”
Siana said. “It was cool trying to figure out
the answers.”

For the second consecutive year, the
National Cryptologic Museum has partici-
pated in the festival. This year, more than
500 adults and children attended the
two-hour event.

“STEM is a huge part of our outreach,”

said Louis Leto, public affairs officer at the
museum.

The scavenger hunt was sponsored by
the NSA’s Math (now STEM) Education
PartnershipProgram,which supports local
schools and students in STEMfields.

The NSA is the largest employer of
mathematicians in the country, according
to the Math Education Partnership Pro-
grambrochure.

“[Participating in the STEM festival] is
an effort to get young people interested in
math, science, technology and engineer-
ing,”Letosaid. “Wewant toshowkids there
are a lot of different ways to apply these
skills and knowledge.

“Hopefully, they will go into these fields
to help our nation.”

The festival is affiliated with STEMAc-
tion, anonprofit organization that sponsors
STEMactivities aroundthestate.Thisyear,
more than 480 eventswere held.

Rogofsky said every one of the state’s
public library branches, numerous public
and private schools, the Maryland Science
Center, National Aquarium,MarylandZoo,
Morgan State University, University of
Maryland, and many community colleges
participated.TheNationalAeronautics and
SpaceAdministrationhostedseveralonline
events.

At the National Cryptologic Museum,
about 20 NSA employees led STEM-
related activities, including how to make
microchips for computers and cellphones;
deciphering radio signals to identify “bad
guys”; how math is used in juggling; using
math and critical thinking skills to stop a
simulated terrorist attack; and creating
bracelets using binary numbers.

A popular activity was learning how the
famousGermanEnigmaworked.

During a demonstration of the Enigma,
an instructor took apart a replica and
explained to parents and children how the
German military used the complex ma-
chine to send tactical messages during
WorldWar II. Allied cryptologists, howev-
er, eventually deciphered themessages and
shortened thewar by two years.

“I like how they made the passwords,”
saidZachary, 9, of theEnigma.

He came to the eventwith his 6-year-old
sister Lalia and father Skip Purich.

“I’m trying to encourage them to get
interested in technology,” said Purich, a
West Laurel resident. “I think there is
definitely aneed formathandscience skills
for future jobs. Hopefully, this will lay the
foundation for them to enter those fields.”

Staff Sgt. Martina Garcia of the 704th
Military Intelligence Brigade helped her

7-year-old sonPatrickcreatea trihexaflexa-
gon out of paper, which consists of 18
equilateral triangles. When folded into a
hexagon, it reveals three different sides.

An NSA employee who led the activity
said making a trihexaflexagon has “ad-
vancedmath behind it, called topology.”

“But we are making simple shapes that
show kids the math behind simple

projects,” she said.
Garcia said Patrick enjoys working with

computers.
“If it has anything todowithSTEM, I try

to encourage him,” she said.
Patrick said he wants to be a chemist

whenhe grows up.
“I like science,” he said. “You can

discover brandnew things.”

Seeking to unlock
youths’ potential
Puzzles used to ignite interest of students
at Cryptologic Museum’s STEM Fest event
By Lisa R. Rhodes
Staff Writer

Abigail Verney, 7, of Pasadena watches a demonstration of the machinery of a replica of the
German Enigma, which was used to send tactical messages in World War II.

Participants decipher clues in a scavenger hunt that tested their math and logic skills at “Bringing STEM to Life” held Nov. 10 at the National Cryptologic Museum.

I n 1921, a representative of the
National Education Association
called for the designation of a

weeklong observance thatwould recog-
nize the significance of public schools
and educators.
The NEA and the American Legion

called for the initiative due to the
concern about illiteracy among World
War I draftees.
In December of that year, the NEA

and the American Legion co-sponsored
the firstobservanceofAmericanEduca-
tionWeek.
Today, American Education Week is

celebrated annually during the week
prior to Thanksgiving. The observance
recognizes “public education and hon-
ors individuals who are making a
difference in ensuring that every child
receives a quality education,” according
to theNEAwebsite.
The theme of this year’s observance,

which startedMonday and ends Friday,
is “Great Public Schools: A Basic Right
andOurResponsibility.”
Inhisproclamation,PresidentBarack

Obamawrote:
“Empowering students of all ages,

backgrounds, and beliefs to challenge
themselves to reach higher education
can lift up a generation, allowing them
to carry the torch of progress forward
andmake ourworld a better place.
“This week, let us recommit to the

important work that remains and en-
sure every student in America can
access the support, resources and op-
portunities they need to thrive.”
The NEA suggested daily themes

throughout the week to help schools
and educators acknowledge the observ-
ance.
•Monday-Kickoff Day: The event

presented all Americans with the op-
portunity to celebrate public education.
•Tuesday-Parents Day: Schools were

encouraged to invite parents into the
classroom for hands-on experience of
what the day is like for their child.
•Wednesday-EducationSupportPro-

fessionals Day: Schools were encour-
aged to recognize support professionals
who make up 40 percent of school
employees nationwide.
•Today-Educator Day: Community

leaders across the country are invited to

serve as educators in their local public
schooldistrict togetaglimpseofaday in
the life of a school employee.
•Friday-Substitute Educators Day:

Schools are encouraged to recognize
substitute teacherswho are called upon
to replace regularly employed teachers.
Several Fort Meade schools are cele-

bratingAmericanEducationWeekwith
activities and events for both students
and parents.
•Manor View Elementary School

conducted several parent information
sessions earlier in the week that in-
cluded inviting parents to have lunch
with their child and sponsoring an
introductory Mandarin Chinese class
for parents.
Manor View is an International

Baccalaureate Primary Years
Programmeschool andoffersMandarin
Chinese as a foreign language for its IB
students.
On Friday, the school will host a

science assembly.
•MacArthurMiddle School offered a

series of morning activities for students
focusing on kindness and bullying,
college and career readiness, and litera-
cy.
•Meade Middle School is hosting

Parent Involvement Day today to pro-
vide informationon topics ranging from
CommonCoremath requirements, pre-
paring for college, and the social and
emotional development of children.

American Education Week
celebrates schools, teachers
By Lisa R. Rhodes
Staff Writer

Alejandra Ramirez, a member of the
Junior Reserve Officer’s Training
Corps, heads to class at Meade High.

PHOTO BY DANIEL KUCIN JR.

Terrence Jakes of Odenton and his 8-year-old daughter Zora learn how microchips are
made from Air Force Maj. Manuel Trejo (second from right) of the NSA, and Mike Koe-
gel, a Fort Meade engineer, during the two-hour event.

Photos by steve ruark
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Fort Meade Run Series
The next race in the 2016 Fort Meade Run

Series is the Turkey Trot 5K on Saturday at
Murphy Field House.

The race starts at 8 a.m. and includes a 1-
mile walk.

Each race, sponsored by Fort Meade’s Direc-
torate of Family and Morale, Welfare and Recre-
ation, is open to the public.

Registration costs $25 per person, and $60
per family of three to six people.

The final race is the Reindeer Run 5K on Dec.
10 at Murphy Field House.

Preregistration fee for the Reindeer Run is
$15 for individuals; $60 per family of three to
six; and $85 for groups of seven to 10.

All preregistered runners will receive a T-shirt.
Register online at meade.armymwr.com/us/

meade/programs/run-series.
For more information, call 301-677-7916.

Black Friday Bowling Special
The Lanes at Fort Meade is offering a Black

Friday Bowling Special on Nov. 25 from noon to
11 p.m.

Cost is $1 per game per person and $1 shoe
rental.

Black Friday Pin Deck Specials features $1
specials for the following: one hamburger, pizza
slice, hot dog, French fries and fountain soda.

For more information, call 301-677-5541 or go
to meade.armymwr.com.

Pigskin Pick’em Contest
Take part in the NFL Football contest at The

Lanes that runs through December.
Participants can pick up a free entry form

and select the anticipated game winners of all
Sunday NFL games.

Entry forms will be available every Tuesday
beginning at 4 p.m. for that Sunday’s game.

Entry forms must be submitted by 1 p.m.
Sunday at The Lanes.

Weekly winners will receive a prize pack and
be entered for a chance to win the grand prize.

The free contest is open to the Fort Meade
community.

Watch Sunday games on The Lounge’s large
TV screens, and enjoy food and beverage spe-
cials.

For additional contest guidelines and rules,
visit meade.armymwr.com.

Turkey Torcher Aerobathon
The Turkey Torcher Aerobathon is Nov. 25 at

10 a.m. at Gaffney Fitness Center, 6330 Broad-

foot Road.
Participants will cycle, dance, squat, curl and

seat the morning away, then finish with relaxing
yoga.

For more information, call 301-677-3716 or
visit meade.armymwr.com.

EFMP Bowling
The Exceptional Family Member Program

offers bowling for exceptional families on the
third Wednesday of every month from 5:30-7
p.m. at The Lanes.

The next event is Dec. 21.
Exceptional family members can bowl one

free game with free shoe rental.
Discounted games and shoes are available

for $2 each to other family members.
To register, call Sonya Zoller at 301-677-4779.

Dollar Day
Dollar Day is offered at The Lanes every

Thursday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Bowling, shoe rental and food specials each

cost $1.
For more information, call 301-677-5541.

Youth Sports registration
Registration for the 2016-2017 Youth Sports

winter season is underway.
Sports include futsal and basketball.
Volunteer coaches are needed for all sports,

and will receive free training and a coach’s
discount for their children.

For more information, call the Youth Sports
& Fitness Office at 301-677-1329 or 301-677-
1179.

Gaffney fitness classes
Gaffney Fitness center offers a variety of

fitness classes.
Classes are open to authorized users ages 18

and older.
Cost is $3 per drop-in class; $20 for a 10-

class pass; and $40 for a 20-class pass.
• Spin and Hip-Hop Spin
• Virtual Wellbeat
• Vinyasa yoga
• Pilates
• Body Tone
• Belly Dancing
• Metabolic Effect
• Strength and Core
• Rip and Roll Cyle + Abs
• Zumba

For more information, call 301-677-2349 or
301-677-3716.

SPORTS SHORTS

Jibber Jabberwill return nextweek.
As always, if you have any comments about Jibber Jabber or anything to dowith theworld

of sports, e-mail chad.t.jones.civ@mail.mil.

Jibber-less



How to check garrison weather status
In preparation for inclement weather, garrison
leaders met with community partners on
Wednesday to develop the installation’s adverse
weather plan.
The goal is to make weather status decisions by 4:30
a.m.
Possible weather status categories are: Early
Release, Delayed Arrival, Delayed Opening and
Reduced Operations.
Each operating status results in a variety of changes
to programs and activities.
Be sure to check the details of each operating status
at ftmeade.army.mil. Click on Garrison Status.
Ways to get weather alerts:
♦ Fort Meade Home Page: www.ftmeade.army.mil
♦ Fort Meade Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/ftmeade
♦ Fort Meade Twitter: www.twitter.com/ftmeademd
♦ Fort Meade text alert: Text “follow ftmeadealert”
to 40404 to begin receiving emergency alerts.
♦ Fort Meade weather hotline: 301-677-MEAD
(6323)
♦ Baltimore and DC TV and radio outlets

Winter is coming

The deadline for Soundoff! community
“News and Notes” is Friday at noon. All sub-
missions are posted at the editor’s discretion
and may be edited for space and grammar.
Look for additional community events on the
Fort Meade website at ftmeade.army.mil and
the Fort Meade Facebook page at face-
book.com/ftmeade.

How to submit announcements
Community members can advertise their

upcoming event, meeting or class on the
Soundoff! community announcements page
by visiting ftmeade.army.mil and clicking on
the Press Center tab.

Once you are in the Fort Meade Press
Center, click on PA services, story or promo-
tion request and electronic inquiry form.

Inquiry forms should be submitted at least
two weeks before the date of the event,
meeting or class.

NEWS & EVENTS

VCC hours
Operating hours at the Demps Visitor

Control Center are Monday to Friday from
7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. at 902 Reece Road. The
VCC is closed weekends and from 7 a.m.-
noon on the third Wednesday of each month
for training.

All individuals who do not have a DoD-
issued identification card must go to the
VCC for a day pass.

Visit the VCC at least 10 business days in
advance to apply for a long-term access
pass.

Visitors who arrive on post when the VCC
is closed must be escorted on post by an
authorized DoD cardholder. This includes
weekends and federal holidays.

For more information, call the VCC at
301-677-1064 or visit the Fort Meade Face-
book page for announcements on temporary
changes to operating hours.

ACP holiday operating hours
Operating hours for the installation access

control points will be reduced during the
following holiday periods:

♦ Nov. 24-27
♦ Dec. 23-26
♦ Dec. 30-Jan. 2
• Reece Road: Open daily 24 hours
• Mapes Road and Route 32: Open daily

from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
• Rockenbach Road: Closed
• Mapes Road and Route 175: Closed

For more information, call Joseph Shin-
skie, chief of Physical Security, at 301-677-
6618 or email joseph.r.shinskie.civ@mail.mil.

RAB Meeting
The next Fort Meade Environmental Res-

toration Advisory Board meeting is tonight at
7 p.m. at the Courtyard Marriott, 2700 Her-
cules Road, Annapolis Junction.

Community members are invited.
RAB meetings are held to keep the public

informed of Fort Meade’s environmental
cleanup and restoration program and to
provide opportunities for public involvement
and open discussion.

Members of the public who would like to
learn more about the restoration program or
to become a RAB member are encouraged to
attend.

For more information, call 301-677-7999 or
visit www.ftmeade.army.mil/directorates/
dpw/environment. Click on RAB link.

Thanksgiving at Club Meade
Celebrate Thanksgiving with a Thanks-

giving Day Buffet on Nov. 24 at Club Meade.
Two seating times: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and

2:30-4:30 p.m.
Cost is $24.95 for members, $28.95 for

nonmembers, and half-price for children
ages 10 and younger. Buffet is free for chil-
dren ages 3 and younger.

Reservations are required.
For reservations or more information, call

301-677-6969.

WWE Tribute to Troops
The WWE will hold its annual Tribute to

the Troops show on Dec. 13 in Washington,
D.C.

The USO of Metropolitan Washington-
Baltimore is partnering with the WWE for the
event.

USO-Metro will distribute thousands of
tickets to local military.

In addition, there will be visits from the
WWE’s cadre of stars.

One team of four to six stars will visit Fort
Meade on Dec. 13.

The interactions and matches will be
filmed and will air Dec. 14 on the USA net-
work.

WWE schedule at Fort Meade:
♦ Meet and Greet at Asymmetric Warfare

Group: 8-9:30 a.m. Team will participate in
challenges.

♦ Anti-bullying rally at MacArthur Middle
School: 9:30-11:30 a.m.

♦ Meet and Greet at the Exchange: 12:30
-2:30 p.m.

For more information, call the Fort Meade
USO at 410-305-0660.

‘Sound the Bells’ holiday concert
The U.S. Army Field Band’s Jazz Ambassa-

dors will present “Sound the Bells! A Holiday
Celebration” on Dec. 7 at 7 p.m. in the Meade
High School auditorium.

The free concert is open to the communi-

NEWS & NOTES

See NEWS & NOTES, page 14
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Registration is encouraged.
To register or for more information,

visit armyfieldband.com or call 301-677-
6586.

Tax Center seeks volunteers
The Fort Meade Office of the Staff

Judge Advocate seeks full-time and part-
time volunteers to work as tax preparers
or administrative personnel at the Joint
Installation Tax Center from January
through April.

No tax experience is necessary. All
required training will be provided and
conducted on Fort Meade in January.

This is an opportunity to build your
resume, gain experience in tax prepara-
tion, and develop customer service skills.

This is also an opportunity to support
the community by providing free, elec-
tronic filing of federal and state income
tax returns for service members, retirees
and family members from all military
services.

For more information, contact the Tax
Center attorney in charge, Yosefi Seltzer,
at yosefi.m.seltzer.civ@mail.mil or 301-
677-5038.

Brass Lounge
The Brass Lounge is open every

Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from
4-8 p.m. at Club Meade.

An assortment of beverages and appe-
tizers are available.

Music and television entertainment will
be provided.

The Brass Lounge is open to all military
ranks and services, and civilians.

Lunch service and lunch buffets are no
longer available at Club Meade.

For more information, go to meade.ar-
mymwr.com for more details.

Thrift Shop hours
The Post Thrift Shop, located at 392

Llewellyn Ave., is open Tuesdays, Wednes-
days and Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
and the first Saturday of the month from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Consignments are taken by appoint-
ment only.

For more information, call 410-672-
3575.

Child care providers needed
Fort Meade Family Child Care is in need

of providers.
Providers will receive valuable training

including: activity organization, USDA-
approved meal planning, designing learn-
ing environments, child development, and
becoming infant/child/adult first aid and
CPR certified.

For more information, call the Family
Child Care office at 301-677-1160.

Vehicle Resale Lot
Sell or buy all types of vehicles at the

resale lot on Rock Avenue.
To place a vehicle on the lot, stop by

Outdoor Recreation at 2300 Wilson St.
For more information, call 301-677-

3810.

Freedom Inn open to post
employees

The Freedom Inn Dining Facility, lo-
cated at 8502 Simonds St., is open to all
active-duty service members, military
retirees, DoD civilians, contractors, and
Department of the Army security guards
and firefighters on Monday through Fri-
day.

Active-duty service members on Basic
Allowance for Subsistence are also au-
thorized for meals on the weekend. Family
members of military personnel may pur-
chase meals on weekdays if they are
accompanied by the service member.

All other categories of customers may
purchase meals as the garrison com-
mander deems appropriate. These cate-
gories include youth groups, MEPS candi-
dates, civilian dignitaries, guests and
other visitors.

Service members with a meal card will
continue to have priority over cash-paying
customers.

For more information, call 301-677-
5503.

Anne Arundel libraries close for
holiday

All 15 branches of the Anne Arundel
County Public Library will be closed for
the Thanksgiving holiday on Wednesday
and Nov. 24. All libraries will reopen Nov.
25 at 9 a.m.

Following library policy, no fines are
charged for overdue materials on days
the library is closed for a holiday.

Materials can be renewed any time
online at http://www.aacpl.net or by
using the library’s mobile app, available in
iOS App Store and in the Google Play
Store. Apps are also available for the
Kindle Fire and Windows Phone.

Even when the library is closed, cus-
tomers can still check out eBooks, eAu-
diobooks and eMagazines on the library’s
website or through the mobile app.

A complete schedule of library hours,
including scheduled closings, is on the
AACPL website at http://www.aacpl.net.

Open Mic Night
Show off your talents at Open Mic

Night every Saturday from 6-11 p.m. at
The Lounge at The Lanes.

Sing your favorite song or perform
music, stand-up comedy, poetry or mag-
ic.

Youths under the age of 18 are permit-
ted in The Lounge until 9 p.m. All youths
must be accompanied by a parent or legal
guardian.

For more information, call 301-677-
5541.

EDUCATION

Financial, Job Readiness
Joint Services offers workshops and

briefings by Army Community Service at
the Community Readiness Center, 830
Chisholm Ave., and the Navy Fleet and
Family Support Center at 2212 Chisholm
Ave., unless otherwise noted.

The free classes are open to active-
duty service members and family mem-
bers, DoD civilian employees and retirees.

Registration is required for each class.
Military
• Pre-Deployment Brief: Today and

Dec. 15, 10-11:30 a.m., FFSC
• Pre-Separation Brief: Dec. 1, 9-11:30

a.m., FFSC
• Relocation Readiness Sponsorship

Training: Dec. 2, 2-3:30 p.m., FFSC
• TGPS Five-Day Workshops (Transi-

tion, Goals, Plans, Success): Dec. 5-9: 8
a.m. to 4 p.m., FFSC

• Retiree Brief: Dec. 12, 8-11:30 a.m.,
FFSC

Financial
• Planning for the Holidays: Tuesday,

9-11 a.m., ACS
Get tips on how to save for holiday

expenses. Learn to develop strategies to
avoid overspending and excessive debt.

• Planning to Reduce Taxes: Nov. 29,
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., ACS

Employment
• Salary Negotiation: Dec. 8, 9 a.m. to

noon, ACS
• Interviewing Skills: Dec. 15, 9 a.m. to

noon, ACS
Life Skills
• Stress Management: Today, 9-11 a.m.,

FFSC
• Healthy Relationships: Tuesday, 9-11

a.m., FFSC
To register, call FFSC at 301-677-9017

or ACS at 301-677-5590, or visit fortmea-
deacs.checkappointments.com.

YOUTH

Project Elf
The Fort Meade USO Center will con-

duct Project Elf on Dec. 14 from 4-7 p.m.
at the USO at 8612 6th Armored Cavalry

Road.
The annual project matches military

children to donors to make sure that the
children have presents for Christmas.

More than 400 Fort Meade children will
receive gifts.

For more information, call 410-305-
0660.

Dance classes
Child, Youth and School Services is

offering dance classes for children ages 3
and older on Tuesdays and Wednesdays
at the Youth Center.

Cost is $45 and up, depending on age
of child and class.

All participants must be registered
through CYSS.

To register or for more information, call
Parent Central Services at 301-677-1149.

Swim lessons
Youth swim lessons will be offered

Tuesdays and Thursdays at Gaffney Fit-
ness Center’s indoor pool.

Cost is $72 for eight classes.
Registration ends Wednesday.
To register or for more information, call

Parent Central Services at 301-677-1149 or
301-677-1156.

RECREATION

Out & About
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• Holiday Shopping Trip is offered by
Leisure Travel Services on Saturday from 7
a.m. to 7 p.m. to the Cowtown Farmers
Market and Flea Market, and Christiana
Shopping Mall. Bus leaves at 7 a.m. Cost is
$40 and includes transportation. For
more information, call 301-677-7354.

• Festival of Trees by Kennedy Krieger
Institute will be held Nov. 25 and 26 from
10 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Nov. 27 from 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. at the Maryland State Fair-
grounds, 2200 York Road, Timonium.

The three-day event features fairyland
forests, gingerbread towns and toy train
gardens, complemented by over 100 craft
boutiques, holiday goodies, nightly enter-
tainment and children’s activities.

Tickets cost $13 for adults; $8 for sen-
iors ages 65 and older; and $6 for children
ages 5-12.

Breakfast With Santa And Mrs. Claus is
Nov. 27 from 8-10 a.m.

Breakfast and admission tickets cost
$35 for adults; $35 for children ages 3 to
12; and free for ages 2 and younger but
they must sit on adult’s lap. Family 4-
pack costs $120.

For more information, call 443-923-
7300, email events@kennedykrieger.org
or visit www.festivaloftrees.kennedykrie-
ger.org.

• Williamsburg Shopping Trip is of-
fered by Leisure Travel Services on Dec. 17.
Shop at the Williamsburg Pottery Factory
Mall in Virginia. For more information, call
301-677-7354.

• BOSS National Aquarium trip,
sponsored by Better Opportunities for
Single Service Members, is Dec. 10 at 1
p.m. at Baltimore’s Inner Harbor. Cost is
$15. Only 15 spaces are available.

For reservations or more information,
see your BOSS representative or visit
meade.armymwr.com.

• Toby’s Dinner Theatre presents “A
Christmas Carol through Jan. 8 at 5900
Symphony Woods, Columbia. Discounted
tickets are available at Leisure Travel
Services. For more information, call LTS at
301-677-7354 or Toby’s at 410-730-8311.

• Christmas Spectacular featuring
the Rockettes at Radio City Music Hall in
New York City on Dec. 8. Bus leaves at 7
a.m. Cost is $155. Purchase tickets at
Leisure Travel Services. For more informa-
tion, call 301-677-7354.

• Leisure Travel Services will offer its
next monthly bus trip to New York City on
Dec. 24 from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. Cost is $60.
Discounted tickets to attractions will be
provided. For more information, call 301-
677-7354.

MEETINGS
• Prostate Cancer Support Group

meets at Walter Reed National Military
Medical Center in Bethesda on the third

Thursday of every month. The next meet-
ing is today from 1-2 p.m. and 6:30-7:30
p.m. in the America Building, River Confer-
ence Room, third floor.

Spouses/partners are invited. Military
ID is required for base access. Men with-
out a military ID should call the Prostate
Center at 301-319-2900 at least four
business days prior to the event for base
access.

For more information, call retired Col.
Jane Hudak at 301-319-2918 or email
jane.l.hudak.ctr@mail.mil.

• Enlisted Spouses’ Club meets the
third Thursday of each month at 6:30
p.m. at Potomac Place Community Cen-
ter, 4998 Second Corps Blvd. Location
and time subject to change. The next
meeting is tonight at 6:30 p.m.

For child care during ESC functions,
email membership@FtMeadeESC.

For more information, call 301-908-
3773.

• Meade Area Garden Club will meet
Friday at 10 a.m. at the Jessup Communi-
ty Hall located at the corner of Route 175
and Wigley Avenue.

Patty Hankins of Fine Art Floral Pho-
tography will present the program “How
to Take Great Flower Photos with Your
Smart Phone.”

Refreshments will be served.
Annual membership is $20. You may

attend one meeting before you are re-
quired to become a member.

For more information, call Jennifer
Garcia, membership chair, at 443-949-
8348, or Sharon Durney, club president, at
410-761-5019.

• Families Dealing with Deployment
meets the first and third Monday of every
month from 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the Family
Advocacy Program, 2462 85th Medical
Battalion Ave. Children welcome. The next
meeting is Monday.

The group is for families experiencing
an upcoming or current deployment, or
the service members who have recently
returned from deployment. For more
information, call 301-677-7823.

• Daddy & Me interactive playgroup
for fathers with children ages 2-4 meets
the first and third Monday of every month
from 5-6 p.m. at the Family Advocacy
Program, 2462 85th Medical Battalion
Ave. The next meeting is Monday.

Children and their dads engage in ac-
tivities conducive to improving social
interaction, and cognitive and motor
skills.

Space is limited. Registration is re-
quired for each session. For more in-
formation, call 301-677-4118.

• Kritikos Toastmasters Club meets
on the first three Mondays of every
month at 6:15 p.m. at Perry’s Restaurant,
1210 Annapolis Road, Odenton. The next
meeting is Monday.

The club offers an opportunity to serv-
ice members and civilian residents in the
Fort Meade community to improve their
public speaking skills in a supportive
environment.

For more information, go to 1686.toast-
mastersclubs.org or call 410-305-9190.

• Marriage Enrichment Group, spon-
sored by Army Community Service, meets
the second and fourth Monday of every
month from 3-4 p.m. at the Community
Readiness Center, 830 Chisholm Ave. The
next meeting is Nov. 28. For more in-
formation, call Celena Flowers or Jessica
Hobgood at 301-677-5590.

• Single Parent Support Group
meets every second and fourth Monday
of the month from 5:30-7 p.m. at School
Age Services, 1900 Reece Road. Children
welcome. The next meeting is Nov. 28. For
more information, call 301-677-7823.

• Monthly Prayer Breakfast, hosted
by the Religious Support Office, is held
the first Thursday of every month at 7
a.m. at Club Meade. The next prayer
breakfast is Dec. 1. There is no cost for the
buffet. Donations are optional.

Menu features eggs, bacon, sausage,
biscuits, gravy, grits, Danish pastries and
fruit.

All Fort Meade employees, civilian and
military personnel, and family members
are invited. For more information, call
301-677-6703.

• “Sip and Share,” hosted by the Ex-
ceptional Family Member Program, meets
the first Thursday of every month from
9:30-10:30 a.m. at the Fort Meade USO,
8612 6th Armored Cavalry Road. The next
get-together is Dec. 1.

Inform each other about resources
available in the local community.

For more information or to register, call
301-677-4779.

• Fort Meade First Class Petty Offi-
cer Association meets the first Thursday
of every month at 3 p.m. at The Lanes.
The next meeting is Dec. 1. All first class
petty officers are invited. For more in-
formation, call PO1 Jennifer Wonch at
410-854-2763.

• Meade Rod and Gun Club meets the
first Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. at
Perry’s Restaurant and Odie’s Pub at 1210
Annapolis Road, Odenton, in the banquet
hall in back of the building. The next
meeting is Dec. 1. Dinner is served at 6
p.m. For more information, call Charisma
Wooten at 240-568-6055.

• Retired Officers’ Wives’ Club’s
Holiday Brunch Meeting is Dec. 6 at 11
a.m. at Club Meade.

The meeting will feature a perform-
ance of holiday music by the Archbishop
Spalding High School Chorus.

Cost of the brunch is $20.
Call your area representative or Betty

Wade at 410-551-7082.

The movie schedule is subject to change.
For a recorded announcement of showings,
call 301-677-5324. Further listings are avail-
able on the Army and Air Force Exchange
Servicewebsite atwww.aafes.com.

Movies start Fridays at 6:30 p.m, Sat-
urdays at 6 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m.
PRICES: Tickets are $6 for adults (12 and
older) and$3.50 for children. 3-DMovies: $8
adults, $5.50 children.

Today throughNov. 27

Friday: “Boo! A Madea Halloween”
(PG-13).Madea winds up in the middle of
mayhem when she spends a haunted
Halloween fending off killers, paranormal
poltergeists, ghosts, ghouls and zombies
while keeping awatchful eye on a group of
misbehaving teens.With Tyler Perry, Cassi
Davis, Patrice Lovely.

Saturday: “Kevin Hart: What Now?”
(R). Comedian Kevin Hart performs in
front of a crowd of 50,000 people at
Philadelphia’s Lincoln Financial Field.
With Kevin Hart, Don Cheadle, Halle
Berry.

Sunday: “Ouija: Origin of Evil”
(PG-13). In 1965 Los Angeles, a widowed
mother and her two daughters add a new
stunt to bolster their séance scam business
and unwittingly invite authentic evil into
their home. With Elizabeth Reaser, Lulu
Wilson, Annalise Basso.

Nov. 25&27: “JackReacher:NeverGo
Back” (PG-13). Jack Reacher must un-
cover the truthbehindamajorgovernment
conspiracy inorder to clearhis name.With
TomCruise, Cobie Smulders, AldisHodge.

Nov. 26: “Keeping Up With the
Joneses” (PG-13). A suburban couple
becomes embroiled in an international
espionage plot when they discover that
their seemingly perfect new neighbors are
government spies. With Zach Galifianakis,
Gal Gadot, JonHamm.

MOVIES

DANIEL MCFADDEN/AP
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