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Cover: Raven training
Staff Sgt. John Finamore, 254th Regiment 
(Combat Arms), New Jersey Army 
National Guard, launches a RQ-11B Raven 
small unmanned aircraft system at Joint 
Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J., July 
11, 2016. (U.S. Air National Guard photo 
by Master Sgt. Mark Olsen/Released)

Fly Raven, fly
Photos by Master Sgt. Mark C. Olsen, New Jersey National Guard

Above: Sgt. 1st Class Christopher Schaefer, 254th Regiment (Combat Arms), New Jersey 
Army National Guard, launches a RQ-11B Raven small unmanned aircraft system at Joint Base 
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J., July 11, 2016. Below: Staff Sgt. John Finamore, 254th Regiment 
(Combat Arms), inspects a Raven before launching it. Left: The Raven provides real-time 
reconnaissance and target information, is hand-launched, has a wingspan of 4.5 feet, weighs 
less than five pounds and can fly for up to 80 minutes.
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NJNG Youth Camp in 22nd year
Photos by the 444th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

The New Jersey National Guard held its annual Youth Camp at the 
National Guard Training Center at Sea Girt, N.J., from July 10-16. 
This marks the 22nd year the NJNG Family Programs has ran the 
encampment. From the opening to closing ceremonies, more than 
120 campers enjoyed a variety of activities including sports, arts 
and crafts, swimming, and archery along with special activities 
highlighting health and fitness, substance abuse and child safety.
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VA conducts largest analysis of veteran suicide
From the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

The Department of Veterans Affairs 
has undertaken the most comprehensive 
analysis of Veteran suicide rates in the 
U.S., examining over 55 million Veteran 
records from 1979 to 2014 from every 
state in the nation. The effort extends 
VA’s knowledge from the previous 
report issued in 2010, which examined 
three million Veteran records from 20 
states were available.  Based on the data 
from 2010, VA estimated the number of 
Veteran deaths by suicide averaged 22 
per day.  The current analysis indicates 
that in 2014, an average of 20 Veterans a day died from suicide.

The final report will be publicly released later this month.  Key 
findings of the analysis will include:

- 65 percent of all Veterans who died from suicide in 2014 
were 50 years of age or older. 

- Veterans accounted for 18 percent of all deaths from 
suicide among U.S. adults. This is a decrease from 22 percent in 
2010.

- Since 2001, U.S. adult civilian suicides increased 23 
percent, while Veteran suicides increased 32 percent in the same 
time period.  After controlling for age and gender, this makes the 
risk of suicide 21 percent greater for Veterans.

- Since 2001, the rate of suicide among US Veterans who 
use VA services increased by 8.8 percent, while the rate of suicide 
among Veterans who do not use VA services increased by 38.6 
percent. 

- In the same time period, the rate of suicide among male 
Veterans who use VA services increased 11 percent, while the rate of 
suicide increased 35 percent among male Veterans who do not use 
VA services.

- In the same time period, the rate of suicide among female 
Veterans who use VA services increased 4.6 percent, while the rate 
of suicide increased 98 percent among female Veterans who do not 
use VA services.

VA is aggressively undertaking a number of new measures to 
prevent suicide, including:

- Ensuring same-day access for Veterans with urgent mental 
health needs at over 1,000 points of care by the end of calendar year 
2016. In fiscal year 2015, more than 1.6 million Veterans received 
mental health treatment from VA, including at over 150 medical 
centers, 820 community-based outpatient clinics and 300 Vet 
Centers that provide readjustment counseling.  Veterans also enter 
VA health care through the Veterans Crisis Line, VA staff on college 
and university campuses, or other outreach points.

Using predictive modeling to determine which Veterans may be 
at highest risk of suicide, so providers can intervene early. Veterans 
in the top 0.1 percent of risk, who have a 43-fold increased risk of 
death from suicide within a month, can be identified before clinical 
signs of suicide are evident in order to save lives before a crisis 
occurs.

- Expanding telemental health care by establishing four new 
regional telemental health hubs across the VA healthcare system.

- Hiring more than 60 new crisis intervention responders for 
the Veterans Crisis Line. Each responder receives intensive training 
on a wide variety of topics in crisis intervention, substance use 
disorders, screening, brief intervention, and referral to treatment.

- Building new collaborations between Veteran programs 
in VA and those working in community settings, such as Give an 

Hour, Psych Armor Institute, University 
of Michigan’s Peer Advisors for Veterans 
Education Program (PAVE), and the 
Cohen Veterans Network.

- Creating stronger inter-agency 
(e.g. Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration, Department of 
Defense, National Institutes of Health) 
and new public-private partnerships (e.g., 
Johnson & Johnson Healthcare System, 
Bristol Myers Squibb Foundation, 
Walgreen’s, and many more) focused on 
preventing suicide among Veterans.

Many of these efforts were catalyzed by the VA’s February 
2016 Preventing Veteran Suicide—A Call to Action summit, which 
focused on improving mental health care access for Veterans across 
the nation and increasing resources for the VA Suicide Prevention 
Program.

Suicide is an issue that affects all Americans.  Recent Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention data reported in April 2016  that 
from 1999 through 2014 (the most recent year with data available 
from CDC), suicide rates increased 24 percent in the general 
population for both males and females.

VA has implemented comprehensive, broad ranging suicide 
prevention initiatives, including a toll-free Veterans Crisis Line, 
placement of Suicide Prevention Coordinators at all VA Medical 
Centers and large outpatient facilities, and improvements in case 
management and tracking.

Immediate help is available at www.VeteransCrisisLine.net or 
by calling the Crisis Line at 1-800-273-8255 (press 1) or texting 
838255.
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NJDMAVA Veterans Affairs POCs

Petrera to 
lead 254th
Col. John K. Petrera, 
second from right, 
receives the guidon 
of the New Jersey 
Army National 
Guard’s 254th 
Regiment (Combat 
Arms) from Brig. 
Gen. Steven Ferrari, 
second from left, 
the Deputy Adjutant 
General, during a 
Change of Command 
ceremony at the Joint 
Training and Training 
Development Center, 
Joint Base McGuire-
D i x - L a k e h u r s t , 
N.J., July 10, 2016. 
(Courtesy photo)
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Scholarship for wounded 
guardsmen

The National Guard 
Education Foundation 
is offering scholarship 
grants to current or 
former National Guard 
members wounded in an 
operational or training 
mission in support of Operation Enduring Freedom, 
Operation Iraqi Freedom or Operation New Dawn.

For more information, please visit:  http://www.
ngef.org/the-van-hipp-heroes-scholarship-fund/

Help the DMAVA 
Public Affairs Office 
keep you informed.
Please respond to the 
brief seven question 
survey about your 
communication 
preferences.
Thank you!
https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/
Z88N2PD

Highlights submissions deadline 4 p.m. 
Wednesday: mark.olsen@dmava.nj.gov

Veterans Outreach 
campaign

63RD ANNIVERSARY OF THE SIGNING OF THE 
KOREAN WAR ARMISTICE

July 27, 11 a.m.
New Jersey Korean War Memorial

Brighton Park Amphitheatre and the Boardwalk
Atlantic City, NJ 08401

“VETTE TO VET NIGHT”
Sept. 9, 5 – 8 p.m.

Chatterbox Restaurant,
1 State Route 15

Augusta, NJ 07822)
VETERANS OUTREACH CAMPAIGN & MEDAL 

CEREMONY
Sept. 20-21

10 a.m. – 8 p.m. Daily
DMAVA medal ceremony Sept. 20 at 11 a.m. at Center 

Court
Bridgewater Commons Mall

400 Commons Way
Bridgewater, NJ, 08807
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