
Story by Sgt. Dengrier M. Baez
Public Affairs Chief

Weather experts are predict-
ing for an above-normal 

2016 hurricane season with at 
least 14 named storms forecast 
for the Atlantic basin. Of the 14, 
eight are predicted to become 
hurricanes and four are predict-
ed to become major hurricanes. 
Three U.S. named storms are like-
ly to make landfall. 

The Atlantic hurricane season 
started on June 1 and runs un-
til Nov. 30. So far this season the 
Lowcountry has experienced two 
storms, Bonnie and the latest to 
affect the area, Colin. 

Due to a combination of fac-
tors, this season is expected to be 
more active than any season in 
the past three years and experts 
warn that those living along the 

Atlantic coast should be on alert, 
according to the AccuWeather 
website.

According to AccuWeather, me-
teorologists have been monitor-
ing the possibility for the El Niño 
weather pattern to transition to 
La Niña for months. The potential 
transition is a change that would 
have a significant impact on how 
active the season becomes. La 
Niña is characterized by below-
normal water temperatures in the 
Pacific Ocean near the equator.

Earlier this spring, it was unclear 
whether or not this transition 
would occur, but experts say it is 
now looking more likely. When 
this occurs, less wind shear is 

Lance Cpl. Jimmy Vertus, center, poses for a photo with other guests after receiv-
ing the Junior Enlisted Service Member of the Year Civitas Award in downtown 
Beaufort June 3. Since 2002, the Civitas Awards have celebrated leadership in vari-
ous community sectors. The Junior Enlisted Service Member award was presented 
to the most exemplary junior Marine or Sailor at the Tri-Command. Vertus is a 
combat cameraman with Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort. 
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U.S. Marine Capt. Jeff Kuss, a Durango, Colorado native and 
Blue Angel pilot, died June 2 from injuries sustained from an 

aircraft mishap. Prior to his time with the Blue Angels, Kuss flew 
with Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 312 at Marine Corps Air Sta-
tion Beaufort. The following story was released by MCAS Beaufort 
Aug. 8, 2014 after Capt. Kuss learned he had been selected to fly 
with the Blue Angels. Semper Fidelis, Marine. 

For some, aviation is a hobby.  
For others, it’s a way of life.

Honoring the fallen

U.S. Marine Capt. Jeff Kuss, a Durango, Colorado native and Blue Angel 
pilot, died June 2 from injuries sustained from an aircraft mishap. Prior 
to his time with the Blue Angels, Kuss flew with Marine Fighter Attack 
Squadron 312 at Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort. 

Atlantic hurricane season most active season in recent years

Marines recognized by local 
community at Civitas Awards

The 2016 Atlantic hurricane season started on June 1 and runs 
until Nov. 30. So far this season Beaufort has experienced two 
tropical storms, Bonnie and the latest to affect the area, Colin. 
Due to a combination of factors, this season is expected to 
be more active than any season in the past three years and 
experts warn that those living along the Atlantic coast should 
be on alert, according to the AccuWeather website. 

Photo courtesy of National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

• Have first aid supplies, flashlights, batteries, 
food and water accessible

• Make sure insurance policies are up to date 
and fully covered

• Tie down and secure outdoor objects, and 
protect windows

• Monitor closely local watches and warnings 
issued by the National Weather Service

• Know all evacuation routes from your home

• Promptly evacuate if recommended by 
authorities

Preparing for  
a hurricane:

For some, aviation is a hobby. For 
others, it’s a way of life.

“Flying is something that has always 
amazed me,” said Capt. Jeff Kuss, a pi-
lot with Marine Fighter Attack Squad-
ron 312 aboard Marine Corps Air Sta-
tion Beaufort. “I can remember playing 
with jets when I was little.”

His passion for flying continued to 
grow as he got older.

“I started flying as a civilian in high 

school and when I learned more about 
the Marine Corps I knew that was 
the route I wanted to go,” said Kuss, a 
30-year-old native of Durango, Colo.

After graduating high school, Kuss 
attended Fort Lewis College and grad-
uated with a degree in economics in 
2006.

see KUss, pAge 7

see CIVITAs, pAge 6
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Mess HAll MeNU
Saturday, Sunday 
and holidays
Brunch: 8:30 - 11 a.m. 
Dinner: 4 - 6 p.m.

Midrats

Sunday - Thursday
11:30 p.m. - 1 a.m.

Monday - Friday
Breakfast: 6 - 7:30 a.m.
Lunch: 11 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. 
Dinner: 4 - 6 p.m.

Fraud, Waste and Abuse
If you know of or suspect any fraud, waste or 
abuse aboard MCAS Beaufort, call 228-7777.
If you know of or suspect any fraud, waste or 
abuse within MAG-31, call (252) 466-5038.
The automated answering service on these lines is 
available 24 hours a day.

The contact number for a Uniformed Victim 
Advocate is 592-0646. This number can get you 
in contact with a UVA 24 hours a day.

Hotlines

Sexual Assault

MCAS Beaufort Station 
Inspector
Sexual Assault Response 
Coordinator
Force Protection infor-
mation and concerns
PMO Dispatch
Severe Weather and 
Force Protection

228-7789

228-6904

228-6924

228-6710

1-800-343-0639

Roman Catholic   
• 9:30 a.m. - Sunday Mass   
• Confession takes place before Mass
• Confession Monday - Thursday at noon

Protestant 
• 9:45 a.m. - Protestant Church School (Sun-
day School) 
• 11 a.m. - Protestant Sunday Worship Service 
(Children’s church is also available at this 
time) 
• 5 p.m. - Wednesday Protestant Bible Study
• 5 p.m. - Saturday Worship Service at Laurel 
Bay Youth Center

Buddhist
• 11 a.m. - Saturday Worship Service in the 
Chapel Fellowship Hall

Labyrinth Walk
• 8 a.m - 4 p.m. - Monday in the Chapel Fel-
lowship Hall

Other Faith Groups
• For Jewish, Mormon and Islamic support, 
contact the Chaplain’s Office at 228-7775

CHApel seRVICes

takeout window hours

Lunch - Mon. - Fri. 12:45 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Dinner - Mon. - Fri. 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Breakfast - Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.

Saturday
Lunch 

Bayou jerk pork loin 
and rice

Dinner
Shrimp cocktail, fried 

chicken, steak

Sunday
Lunch

Salmon with  
cucumber relish 

Dinner
Baked ziti with  
italian sausage

Monday - Friday Breakfast

Lunch
Baked smoked ham 
and sweet potatoes

Dinner
Spicy shrimp with 

cheesy grits
Tuesday

Lunch
Chicken and dump-

lings and rice

Dinner
Herbed roast pork 

loin with pan gravy
Wednesday

Lunch
Roast turkey and 

green beans

 Dinner
Manhattan clam 

chowder
Thursday

Lunch
Arroz con pollo and 

garlic bread

Dinner
Apple glazed corn 
beef and squash

Monday
Hot farina, hot hominy grits and oven-fried bacon

Friday
Lunch

Herbed baked  
chicken and carrots

Dinner
Chili macaroni and 

green beans

June 3rd solution

June 3rd solution

Biker Lingo Word Search

AFTERMARKET
AIRHEADS
ANTI-DIVE
APEX
BACKBONE
BACKWARMER
BACKYARD
BAFFLE
BAGGER

BIKER
BLOCK
BOBBER
BROTHER
CAGER
CAN
CHASSIS
CHOPPER
CITIZEN

CLUB
COLORS
CRUISER
DOME
DO-RAG
DOUGHNUT
FISHTAILING
GAUGES
HACK

HELMET
HOG
INK
KICKSTAND
LEATHERS
ORGAN DONOR
PIPES
SISSY BAR
SUSPENSION

Word 
Bank

Sudoku

Answer to this week’s puzzles will be available in next week’s edition of The Jet Stream.

MCAS Beaufort Movie Schedule

Sunday 2:00 p.m.
PG (1:34)

Sunday 4:30 p.m.
PG-13 (1:52)

MCRD Parris Island Movie Schedule

Sunday 7:00 p.m.
R (1:40)

Saturday 2:00 p.m.
PG (1:34)

Saturday 4:30 p.m.
PG-13 (1:54)

Saturday 7:00 p.m.
PG-13 (2:26)



Command Information

Tri-Command Weather 7 Day Forecast Editor’s note: We at The Jet Stream care about our 
reader’s opinion. In reaching our goal to put out the 
best possible product, we understand the importance 
of your feedback. Please add a comment to the “How 
can we improve The Jet Stream?” topic on our www.
facebook.com/MCASBeaufort discussion board on 
how we can better your base newspaper. 

Published by the Savannah Morning News, a private firm 
in no way connected with the Department of Defense, 
the United States Marine Corps, the United States Navy, 
or Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort, S.C., under exclusive 
written contract with the United States Marine Corps.  
This commercial-enterprise newspaper is an authorized 
publication for members of the military services.  Its con-
tents do not necessarily reflect the official views of the U.S. 
government, the Department of Defense, the U.S. Marine 
Corps or the U.S. Navy and do not imply endorsement 
thereof. The appearance of advertising in this publication, 
including inserts and supplements, does not constitute 
endorsement by the DoD, the Marine Corps, the Navy, 
Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort, S.C., or the Savannah 
Morning News of the products or services advertised. 
Everything in this newspaper shall be made available for 
purchase, use, or patronage without regard to race, color, 
religion, gender, national origin, age, marital status, physi-
cal handicap, political affiliation or any other nonmerit 
factor of the purchaser, user or patron.  If a violation of this 
equal opportunity policy by an advertiser is confirmed, 
the contractor shall refuse to print advertising from that 
source until the violation is corrected. Editorial content 
(i.e., all content other than paid advertisements) is edited, 
prepared and provided by the public affairs office of the 
installation. All queries concerning news and editorial 
content should be directed to: Jet Stream, Marine Corps 
Public Affairs Office, P.O. Box 55001, MCAS Beaufort, S.C., 
29904 or (843) 228-7225. All queries concerning business 
matters or display ads should be directed to the Savannah 
Morning News at (843) 815-0800.

Stream
TheJet 

Contact us:
228-7225

mcasbeaufort@gmail.com
BFRT_JPAO@usmc.mil

Effective June 1, MCAS 
Beaufort will be in Tropi-
cal Cyclone Condition V 

for 2016 Atlantic Hurricane 
season until November 30.  
This year is predicted to be 

a normal season. NOAA 
is predicting 10-16 named 

storms, which includes 
Alex.  4-8 will become Hur-

ricanes.  1-4 will become 
major Hurricanes.  Be Pre-

pared!

facebook.com/MCASBeaufort

twitter.com/MCASBeaufortSC

Beaufort.Marines.mil

youtube.com/MCASBeaufortsc1

Did you know...
June 10, 1898: The First 
Marine Battalion, commanded by 
LtCol Robert W. Huntington, landed 
on the eastern side of Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba. The next day, Lt Herbert L. 
Draper hoisted the American flag on 
a flag pole at Camp McCalla where it 
flew during the next eleven days. LtCol 
Huntington later sent the flag with 
an accompanying letter to Colonel 
Commandant Charles Heywood noting 
that “when bullets were flying, ...the 
sight of the flag upon the midnight sky 
has thrilled our hearts.”
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Fightertown deployed:

MALS-31 Stingers have 
detachments currently 

deployed to the Western 
Pacific supporting VMFA-

122.

HAPPENINGS
n The Marine Corps 
Community Services 
Library begins a sum-
mer reading program 
aboard Marine Corps 
Air Station Beaufort 
June 6. The library 
staff is slated to hold 
a range of free ac-
tivities for children, 
teens, and adults in 
the Fightertown com-
munity to encourage 
and support the read-
ing program through-
out the summer. 
 
n As part of regu-

larly scheduled, 
routine maintenance, 
runway 05-23 is 
closed until mid-
summer. Runways 
undergo wear and tear 
when aircraft take off 
and land. This is simi-
lar to the wear and 
tear placed on roads 
due to traffic volume. 
Conducting routine 
maintenance on our 
runways maintains the 
integrity of the sur-
face and ensures our 
pilots are operating 
on the most structur-

ally sound runway 
possible.

n The Laurel Bay 
Marine Mart (7-Day 
Store) will be closed 
from Jan. 21 until the 
fall of this year for a 
renovation. Improve-
ments will include a 
new floor layout and 
new interior.

n Alcoholics 
Anonymous meetings 
are held at the Sta-
tion Chapel aboard 
MCAS Beaufort every 

Monday at 6 p.m. and 
Thursday at 10 a.m. 
Meetings are open to 
all service members, 
veterans, and civil-
ians within the Tri-
Command.

n The photocopying 
of U.S. Government 
identification cards 
is a violation of Title 
18, U.S. Code Part 1, 
Chapter 33, Section 
701 and punishable 
by fine and imprison-
ment. 

Marine Fighter Attack 
Squadron 122 is currently 

deployed to the Western 
Pacific as part of the Unit 

Deployment Program.

Marine All-Weather 
Fighter Attack Squadron 
533 is currently deployed 

to support operations 
overseas.

Fightertown Fun Fact
The Swamp Foxes: Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron 
Story by:
Sgt. Dengrier M. Baez
Public Affairs Chief

Headquarters and Headquar-
ters Squadron, known at the 

Swamp Foxes, shares the lineage, 
history and mission that are in line 
with that of Marine Corps Air Sta-
tion Beaufort. 
Much like MCAS Beaufort’s 

H&HS, a headquarters and head-
quarters squadron usually consists 
of the headquarters group (the 
station commanding general or 
officer), the squadron headquar-
ters (commanding officer and 
his staff), Public Affairs Office, 
Judge Advocate’s Office, a Pro-
vost Marshal, facilities planning 
and maintenance, a motor pool, air 
traffic control, meteorology, fuels, 
ordnance, aircraft rescue and fire-
fighting, a naval medical facility 
and Marine Corps Community Ser-
vices, and other supporting units. 
Personnel assigned to Headquar-

ters and Headquarters Squadron 

operates the facilities that provide 
a home and a base of operations to 
Fleet Marine Force tenant units of 
the 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing and 
2nd Marine Logistics Group. 
Marine Aircraft Group 31 is the 

primary tenant command and 
consists of seven fighter attack 
squadrons, which fly and maintain 
all active-duty East Coast Marine 
Corps F/A-18 Hornets, and in-
cludes Marine Aviation Logistics 
Squadron 31. Marine Fighter At-
tack Training Squadron 501 is also 
part of MAG-31 and its mission is 
to conduct effective training and 
operations in the F-35B Lightning 
II in coordination with joint and 
coalition partners in order to suc-
cessfully attain the annual pilot 
training requirement.
Activated as Marine Corps Auxil-

iary Airfield in January 1955, the 
area was re-designated June 1956. 
On March 1, 1960, the auxiliary 
air station was re-designated a Ma-
rine Corps Air Station. The airfield 
at MCAS Beaufort was named 

Merritt Field in honor of Major 
General Lewie Merritt, USMC 
(retired), on Sept. 19, 1975.
The Swamp Foxes mission is to 

provide a total quality environment 
to enhance all tenant activities in 
the accomplishment of their as-
signed missions. This includes op-
eration support aircraft, ensuring 
environmentally sound facilities 
and practices, providing quality 
services while utilizing available 
resources, nurturing quality-of-life 
programs and conducting proactive 
community relations. 
The military population of Head-

quarters and Headquarters Squad-
ron consists of more than 700 
Marine and Navy Personnel.
The awards presented to the 

Headquarters and Headquarters 
Squadron, Marine Corps Air Sta-
tion Beaufort, include the Merito-
rious Unit Commendation Streamer 
and the National Defense Service 
Streamer with on bronze star. 
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Staff Sgt. Mack B. Hopkins, Sr., a graduate from Park University, 
receives his college diploma during the 2016 Collegiate 
Graduation and Recognition Ceremony aboard Marine Corps 
Recruit Depot Parris Island June 3. The ceremony was held 
to give the graduates the opportunity to take the traditional 
walk and get recognized for their accomplishment in a forum 
that friends and family could attend. The graduates were 
active duty service members, veterans and civilians from the 
Tricommand. Twelve higher-learning institutions awarded 
the graduates their degrees. Col. Peter D. Buck, commanding 
officer of Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort, and other leaders 
from the Tricommand participated in the ceremony. 

A graduate receives her diploma while carrying her child 
during the 2016 Collegiate Graduation and Recognition 
Ceremony aboard Marine Corps Recruit Depot Parris Island 
June 3. The ceremony was held to give the graduates the 
opportunity to take the traditional walk and get recognized 
for their accomplishment in a forum that friends and family 
could attend. The graduates were active duty service mem-
bers, veterans and civilians from the Tricommand. Twelve 
higher-learning institutions awarded the graduates their 
degrees. Col. Peter D. Buck, commanding officer of Marine 
Corps Air Station Beaufort, and other leaders from the 
Tricommand participated in the ceremony. 

Col. Peter D. Buck congratulates Latoya N. Daye, a graduate 
from Park University, during the 2016 Collegiate Graduation 
and Recognition Ceremony aboard Marine Corps Recruit 
Depot Parris Island June 3. The ceremony was held to give 
the graduates the opportunity to take the traditional walk 
and get recognized for their accomplishment in a forum 
that friends and family could attend. The graduates were 
active duty service members, veterans and civilians from the 
Tricommand. Twelve higher-learning institutions awarded 
the graduates their degrees. Buck, commanding officer of 
Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort, and other leaders from 
the Tricommand participated in the ceremony. 

Graduates exit the theater to conclude the 2016 Collegiate Graduation and Recognition Ceremony aboard Marine Corps Recruit Depot Parris Island June 3. The ceremony was held to give 
the graduates the opportunity to take the traditional walk and get recognized for their accomplishment in a forum that friends and family could attend. The graduates were active duty 
service members, veterans and civilians from the Tricommand. Twelve higher-learning institutions awarded the graduates their degrees. Col. Peter D. Buck, commanding officer of Marine 
Corps Air Station Beaufort, and other leaders from the Tricommand participated in the ceremony. 

Photo by Sgt. Dengrier M. Baez

Photo by Sgt. Dengrier M. BaezPhoto by Sgt. Dengrier M. BaezPhoto by Sgt. Dengrier M. Baez

College graduates receive diplomas during joint graduation ceremony

Guests applaud the recent college graduates during the 2016 Collegiate Graduation and 
Recognition Ceremony aboard Marine Corps Recruit Depot Parris Island June 3. The cer-
emony was held to give the graduates the opportunity to take the traditional walk and get 
recognized for their accomplishment in a forum that friends and family could attend. The 
graduates were active duty service members, veterans and civilians from the Tricommand. 
Twelve higher-learning institutions awarded the graduates their degrees. Col. Peter D. 
Buck, commanding officer of Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort, and other leaders from the 
Tricommand participated in the ceremony. 

Members of the official party exit to conclude the 2016 Collegiate Graduation and 
Recognition Ceremony aboard Marine Corps Recruit Depot Parris Island June 3. The cer-
emony was held to give the graduates the opportunity to take the traditional walk and get 
recognized for their accomplishment in a forum that friends and family could attend. The 
graduates were active duty service members, veterans and civilians from the Tricommand. 
Twelve higher-learning institutions awarded the graduates their degrees. Col. Peter D. 
Buck, commanding officer of Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort, and other leaders from the 
Tricommand participated in the ceremony. 

Story by: 
Sgt. Dengrier M. Baez
Public Affairs Chief

Feds Feed Families 
kicked off its annual food 
drive campaign aboard 
Marine Corps Air Sta-
tion Beaufort, this week 
to support households 
in the surrounding com-
munities. The campaign, 
led by the Department of 
Agriculture, began June 1 
and is slated to end Aug. 
31.  

The Feds Feeds Families 
campaign is a voluntary 
effort undertaken by fed-
eral employees to bring 
non-perishable foods 
to designated donation 
sites. Donations are col-
lected weekly and are 
weighed in by the pound. 

“There will be donation 
boxes at the chow hall, 
[Marine Corps Exchange] 
on base, the chapel, some 
important buildings, and 
places where large num-

bers of Marines gather,” 
said Cmdr. William Holi-
man, the command chap-
lain for Marine Corps Air 
Station Beaufort. “People 
can donate anything that 
is canned, boxed, sealed, 
and shelf-stable.  No fresh 
products or items that 
need to be refrigerated 
and nothing that is just 
loose.”

The event comes at a 
time of year when dona-
tions traditionally decline 
and school aged children 
do not have access to 
school food programs, 
making donations espe-
cially important, accord-
ing to the USDA.

“I go to the food bank 
every week in the summer 
and I can tell you what I 
see one week is always 
gone by the next week,” 
said Holiman. “A huge 
proportion of the kids in 
some of our area schools 
do not have two parents 
at home.  It isn’t the chil-

dren’s fault but they are in 
financial distress.   There 
are plenty of poor grand-
parents who are raising 
their grandkids to try to 
keep them safe from inner 
city violence and drugs.  
So there is a real need for 
real people.”

The donations are sent 
to the Lowcountry Food 
Bank in Yemassee, S.C. 
From there the food is dis-
tributed to 52 local agen-
cies in Beaufort, Hamp-
ton, Jasper, and Colleton 
counties, finding its way 
onto the tables of Ameri-
cans in need.

According to the USDA, 
an estimated 50 mil-
lion people, or one in six 
Americans, struggle and 
face the realities of hun-
ger. Since the campaign 
began eight years ago, 
federal workers have do-
nated and collected more 
than 39 million pounds 
of food and other non-
perishable goods such as 

hygiene items to support 
families across America.

“Often people want to 
give to their own local 
food site, maybe it is their 
church or local YMCA,” 
said Holiman.  “That is 
fine, but we give to the 
central hub so that it can 
go to wherever it is most 
needed in the county.  In 
addition, towards the end 
of the drive we hold on to 
the contributions to make 
up Thanksgiving and 
Christmas baskets to give 
to needy Marines.”  

Donations are much 
welcomed but also volun-
teers in different capaci-
ties are needed to support 
the campaign—  from set-
ting up boxes to putting 
up and passing posters 
to collecting the food on 
a weekly basis, expressed 
Holiman. Also, leaders are 
encouraged to pass the 
word of the campaign at 
their sections.

“When we share what we 

have with those around 
us, it helps us to see the 
world through other 
people’s eyes, experience 
what they experience and 
that makes life better for 
everyone, “ said Holiman. 
“And even more, today we 

may be giving, but some-
day we may be the person 
who needs help.  So par-
ticipating, even in a small 
way, helps keep us fresh, 
helps our neighbor and 
helps our fellow Marines.”

Feds Feed Families food drive campaign kicks off aboard Fightertown

Photo by Sgt. Dengrier M. BaezPhoto by Sgt. Dengrier M. Baez

Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort kicked off the Department 
of Agriculture’s annual Feds Feed Families campaign, June 
1, to support households in the surrounding communities.  
The campaign is a voluntary effort undertaken by Federal 
employees to bring non-perishable foods to designated 
donation sites. The campaign is slated to end August 31. 

Photo by Cpl. Samantha K. Foster



found in the developmental regions of the Atlantic, in-
creasing the potential for a higher-than-normal amount of 
tropical systems, according to Weather Channel website.

The 2015 Atlantic hurricane season yielded 11 named 
storms in total, of which four became hurricanes and two 
became major hurricanes, according to the AccuWeather 
website. Historical data also indicates that seasons which 
are active during the months of May, June and July have a 
higher likelihood of becoming a normal or above-normal 
season.

Meteorologists are monitoring the northwestern Carib-
bean and eastern Gulf of Mexico for potential develop-
ment in the upcoming weeks, according to the Weather 
Channel website. However, even a weak tropical storm 
hitting the U.S. can cause major impacts, particularly if it 
moves slowly, resulting in flooding rainfall, according to 
the Weather Channel website. 

Beaufort County Sheriff’s Office Emergency Manage-
ment Division encourages residents to make sure homes 
and lives are ready for a natural disaster.

For more Hurricane Safety Information, visit weather.
gov/hurricanesafety.
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HURRICANE
continued from page 1

The 2016 Atlantic hurricane season started on June 1 and 
runs until Nov. 30. So far this season Beaufort has experi-
enced two named storms, Bonnie and the latest to affect 
the area, Colin. Due to a combination of factors, this sea-
son is expected to be more active than any season in the 
past three years and experts warn that those living along 
the Atlantic coast should be on alert, according to the 
AccuWeather website.

More of the Story

Photo courtesy of National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
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CIVITAS
continued from page 1

Col. Peter D. Buck accepts the Noncommissioned Officer 
of the Year Civitas Award on behalf of Cpl. Daniel L. Odom 
in downtown Beaufort June 3. The Civitas awards are pre-
sented by the Beaufort Regional Chamber of Commerce 
and recognizes businesses, Individuals, and organizations 
deemed exemplary in the region. The NCO award is pre-
sented to the most exceptional NCO at the Tri-Command. 
Buck is the commanding officer of Marine Corps Air Station 
Beaufort. Odom is an administration specialist with the 
Installations Personnel Administration Center. 

Lance Cpl. Jimmy Vertus gives remarks after receiving the 
Junior Enlisted Service Member of the Year Civitas Award in 
downtown Beaufort June 3. Since 2002, the Civitas Awards 
have celebrated leadership in various community sectors. 
The Junior Enlisted Service Member award was presented 
to the most exemplary junior Marine or Sailor at the Tri-
Command. Vertus is a combat cameraman with Marine 
Corps Air Station Beaufort. 

The color guard presents the American Flag during the 
playing of the National Anthem at the 2016 Civitas awards 
in downtown Beaufort June 3. The Civitas awards are pre-
sented by the Beaufort Regional Chamber of Commerce 
and recognizes businesses, Individuals, and organizations 
deemed exemplary in the region. They also recognize the 
noncommissioned officer and junior enlisted service mem-
ber of the year. 

The 2016 Civitas awards prepare to be presented at downtown Beaufort June 3. The Civitas 
awards are presented by the Beaufort Regional Chamber of Commerce and recognizes 
businesses, Individuals, and organizations deemed exemplary in the region. They also rec-
ognize the noncommissioned officer and junior enlisted service member of the year in the 
Tri-Command. Since 2002, the Civitas Awards have celebrated leadership in various com-
munity sectors. 

Guests listen to the opening remarks during the 2016 Civitas awards at downtown Beaufort 
June 3. The Civitas awards are presented by the Beaufort Regional Chamber of Commerce 
and recognizes businesses, Individuals, and organizations deemed exemplary in the region. 
They also recognize the noncommissioned officer and junior enlisted service member of 
the year in the Tri-Command. Since 2002, the Civitas Awards have celebrated leadership in 
various community sectors. 

Photo by  Susan DeLoach Photography

Photo by  Susan DeLoach PhotographyPhoto by  Susan DeLoach Photography

Photo by  Susan DeLoach PhotographyPhoto by  Susan DeLoach Photography
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Photo Courtesy

From there, he went to Officer Candidate 
School and The Basic School, where he was 
commissioned as a 2nd lieutenant. He at-
tended flight training in Pensacola, Fla. and 
learned to fly jets in Kingsville, Texas.

 In 2011, Kuss was assigned to VMFA-
312 and went on to participate in various 
training exercises. In July 2013, he de-
ployed in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom aboard the USS Harry S. Truman. 

After Kuss returned from deployment 
he saw a chance to pursue one of his 
dreams – joining the Navy’s Blue Angels 
flight demonstration team.

Kuss was one of three F/A-18 Hornet pi-
lots selected to join the team for the 2015 
season. 

“Who wouldn’t want to fly one of those 
[jets],” he said. “There is nothing like it.”

“As a Blue Angel you are the face of the 
Navy and Marine Corps,” said Lt. Col. Na-
than Miller, the commanding officer of 
VMFA-312. 

Miller, who flew with the Blue Angels in 
2006, described Kuss as an outstanding 
Marine.

“[Capt. Kuss] has the overall Marine con-
cept and his personality and work ethic 
are a great fit,” said Miller. “We believe in 
him and know that he believes in the Ma-
rine Corps.”

The Blue Angels represent the excel-
lence and professionalism found through-
out the Navy and Marine Corps. Each Blue 
Angel team member is an ambassador of 
their service and a representative of their 
fellow service members, said Miller, who 
flew with the Blue Angels in 2006.

“I have always wanted to be a part of 
the Blue Angels,” said Kuss. “It has always 
been a goal of mine.”

A total of 16 officers voluntarily serve 
with the Blue Angels. Each year the team 
typically selects three pilots, two support 
officers and one Marine Corps C-130 pilot 
to relieve departing members.

According to the Blue Angels web site, 
each applicant must be career oriented, 
possess an aircraft carrier qualification 
and have a minimum of 1,250 tactical jet 
flight-hours.

For a three-month period during the 
air-show season, applicants attend be-
tween two and four air show performanc-
es, said Kuss. While attending the shows, 
applicants get to know the team and see 
what the Blue Angels do, because they 
have a very high operational tempo. 

According to Kuss, the candidates who 
make it to the final cut visit Naval Air 
Station Pensacola, Fla., for a week. Dur-
ing that week, the potential Blue Angels 
go through more in-depth testing, meet 
families of the team and other candidates 
and attend interviews.

“When I found out I was selected the 
feeling was surreal,” said Kuss. “It’s an hon-
or to be a part of this and to be the face of 

the Navy and Marine Corps.”
 “All of our finalists this year are in-

credible examples of some of the finest 
officers in the Navy and Marine Corps, 
from both the aviation community and 
the fleet,” said Navy Lt. Cmdr. John Hiltz, 
Right Wing pilot and the applications of-
ficer for the 2014 team. “What was most 
important for us was to select the most 
qualified individuals for the team to 
represent the more than 540,000 sailors 
and Marines deployed around the world, 
around the clock. I’m happy to say that 
we’ve done that.”

“A significant number of extremely tal-
ented, experienced sailors and Marines 
applied this year, and we are proud of 

those we have chosen to join the 2015 
team,” said Navy Cmdr. Tom Frosch, flight 
leader and commanding officer for the 
team. “They are excellent representatives 
of the skilled service members defending 
our freedom around the world.” 

The mission of the Blue Angels is to 
showcase the pride and professionalism 
of the United States Navy and Marine 
Corps by inspiring a culture of excellence 
and service to country through flight 
demonstrations and community out-
reach.

Since their inception in 1946, the Blue 
Angels have performed for more than 
400 million fans. 

Capt. Jeff Kuss was selected to fly with the best of the best - the Navy’s Blue Angels flight 
demonstration squadron. Kuss, a 30-year-old native of Durango, Colo., will join the Blue 
Angels for the 2015 season. Kuss was a pilot with Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 312 at 
the time of this photo. 

KUSS
continued from page 1
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Story and photos by:  
Cpl. Justin T. Updegraff 
II Marine Expeditionary Force

MARINE CORPS BASE CAMP LEJEUNE, North Carolina 
— Marines from various units learn, assemble and de-
sign 3-dimensional objects using the Invent3D printer 
at Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, 
June 1-2.

During the past two days, the Marines were intro-
duced to the printers, assembled them and learned 
about their capabilities.

Aircraft mechanics, supply Marines and small-arms 
repair technicians attended the class to integrate 
these 3D printers into various military occupational 
specialties, allowing the Marines to design and print 
any product when it is needed.

Once they were familiar with the technology, they 
applied problem-solving techniques to create and 
print 3D designs using computer aided design soft-
ware.

“The goal of this training is to take advantage of 
some of the benefits of additive manufacturing or 3D 
printing”, said Justin Yates, one of the instructors who 
led the training and an assistant professor at Francis 
Marion University. “Jobs that are highly customized 
and need a specific tool, product or part that’s difficult 
to a find a commercial product for or it’s very cost pro-
hibitive, I can sit and design it on the computer and 
print it out using the 3D printer.”

Forward deployed units can produce tools and parts 
when the support structure for shipping is not avail-
able or is delayed. When they need a replacement 
part, they can design it to the exact specifications and 
print it out using a 3D printer.

“The end state here is to hopefully integrate the 3D 
printers into our new mobile machine shops”, said 
GySgt. Justin Horn, a maintenance chief with 2nd 
Maintenance Battalion. “So if the need arises to make 
a one off part, and there is a machinist in country, 
you’ll have the support. But I think the intent is to also 
have more widespread usage of the 3D printers.

Printing out the Future: 
Marines learn benefits 
of 3D printing

A Marine makes small adjustments to the Invent3D printer 
before loading a design during a 3D printer class at 
Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, June 
2. Additive manufacturing, or 3D printing, allows Marines 
to produce parts quickly, with exact specifications and at 
almost any location.

Marines from various units manufacture a ratchet using 
a 3D printer at Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, North 
Carolina, June 2. Additive manufacturing, or 3D printing, 
allows Marines to produce parts quickly, with exact speci-
fications and at almost any location.

Lance Cpl. Devin Kato, a small arms repair technician with 
II Marine Headquarters Group, inspects his final product 
during the 3D printer class at Marine Corps Base Camp 
Lejeune, North Carolina, June 2. Additive manufacturing, or 
3D printing, allows Marines to produce parts quickly, with 
exact specifications and at almost any location.

Marines from various units learn how to setup and print 
designs using an Invent3D printer during a class at Marine 
Corps Base Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, June 2. Additive 
manufacturing, or 3D printing, allows Marines to produce 
parts quickly, with exact specifications and at almost any 
location.

Story by:  
Gina Harkins 
Marine Corps Times

Marine Lt. Gen. Glenn Walters has 
been nominated to serve as the 
next assistant commandant of the 
Marine Corps, Defense Secretary 
Ash Carter announced Tuesday.

Walters, a career aviator who cur-
rently serves as the deputy com-
mandant for Marine Corps Programs 
and Resources, was also tapped to 
receive a fourth star. If confirmed by 
the Senate, Walters will replace Gen. 
John Paxton Jr. as the Marine Corps’ 
second-highest ranking officer and 
33rd assistant commandant.

A Cobra pilot by trade, Walters 
has served with a host of helicopter 
and test squadrons. He was the first 
commanding officer of Marine Op-
erational and Evaluation Squadron 
22 and has served as the assistant 
deputy commandant for Marine 
Corps Aviation. He was not immedi-
ately available for comment on the 
nomination.

Walters received his second star 
while deployed to Afghanistan 
where he led 2nd Marine Aircraft 
Wing (Forward). When the unit was 
deactivated in March 2012, bring-
ing an end to its role as the aviation 
combat element in southwestern 
Afghanistan, Walters said the Ma-
rines were able to accomplish their 
objectives in large part because 
they implemented new technology, 
like iPads, into their missions.

“Night and day difference in Mar-
jah,” he said at the deactivation 
ceremony, according to a Marine 
Corps release. “A year ago there 

were bloody battles and gunfire. 
When we left, you could go visit 
the schools, see the girls going to 
school, walk through the bazaar. 
Commerce is growing and boom-
ing.”

Walters was commissioned in the 
Marine Corps in 1979 after gradu-
ating from The Citadel, the presti-
gious military college in South Car-
olina. He was a platoon commander 
with Weapons Company, 3rd Battal-
ion, 2nd Marines, at Camp Lejeune, 
North Carolina, before attending 
flight training in Pensacola, Florida.

He was designated a naval aviator 
in March 1981 and was assigned to 
Marine Aircraft Group 39, where he 
trained to fly the AH-1T Cobra heli-
copter. He was then transferred to 
Marine Attack Helicopter Squadron 
169 where he served as the flight 
line officer.

In 1987, Walters deployed in sup-
port of Operation Earnest Will, the 
U.S. military’s mission to protect Ku-
waiti tankers from Iranian attacks. 
He has served on land and at sea in 
the Asia-Pacific region.

His awards include the Defense 
Superior Service Medal, the Legion 
of Merit, two Meritorious Service 
Awards and the Air Medal.

Paxton will soon retire after 42 
years in uniform. A career infantry 
officer, he commanded grunt units 
from the platoon through division 
levels. Paxton previously led Marine 
Corps Forces Command and Marine 
Corps Forces Europe. He could not 
immediately be reached for com-
ment on his next steps.

Marine aviator tapped to become next 
assistant commandant

Story and photo by:   
Sgt. Tony Simmons 
Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton

MARINE CORPS BASE CAMP PEND-
LETON, California — The Marine Corps 
strives to keep its service members ed-
ucated and ready to assume leadership 
roles of greater responsibility. To ensure 
readiness through good leadership and 
decision-making skills, mandatory peri-
ods of military education are required 
for every rank.

In January, staff sergeants from across 
I Marine Expeditionary Force partici-
pated in the first Career Course Semi-
nar of annual year 2016, conducted by 
the College of Distance Education and 
Training on Camp Pendleton.

“Career Course Seminar is a 15-week 
iteration that only requires staff ser-
geants to attend one night a week for 
three hours,” said Mr. Harrison Tanksley, 
the CCS Chief Instructor with CDET. “It 
allows that Marine to stay within their 
unit, instead of attending the resident 
course for seven weeks.”

To create a more personal learning 
environment, seminars maintained an 
approximate ratio of 12 students to one 
facilitator.

“We all come from different back-
grounds, and with a smaller group it 
led to more experience and ideas being 
added to the discussion,” said Staff Sgt. 
Sean Fordham, the chemical, biologi-
cal, radiological, neurological chief for 
the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit.

During the classes, senior staff non-
commissioned officers shared their 
own experiences in order to help men-
tor the students.

“A sergeant major or master gunnery 
sergeant sits with those staff sergeants 
in a classroom setting for the three 
hours and discusses issues for consider-
ation,” said Tanksley, a Thomson, Geor-
gia native. “To ensure students are pre-
pared for the discussion they are given 
a three-question quiz in a five-minute 
time limit and have homework to do 
prior to class.”

One main goal of the seminar is to 
give staff sergeants the ability to com-
municate at the same level as a com-
pany grade officer, so in the event that 
an officer is out, a staff sergeant is still 
capable of implementing the com-
mander’s intent.

Tanksley added, “We try to instill in 
the students that a staff sergeant is a 
mentor to the new lieutenants as much 
as they are to junior Marines.” 

To ensure the students are capable of 
being mentors and carrying out their 
commander’s intent, the course is bro-
ken into three different blocks: admin-
istration, warfighting and communica-
tion. In the event a Marine is sent on 
temporary orders to another Marine 
Corps base, the student can pick up 
class right where they left off.

“If a Marine goes somewhere else, all 
I have to do is let my counterpart know 
they are going to have a temporary stu-
dent,” said Tanksley. “That student will 

pick up training with the temporary 
unit and upon returning to Camp Pend-
leton, finish out the course and gradu-
ate with the rest of his class.”

The ease of being able to continue 
class at different locations is benefi-
cial to Marines attached to deployable 
units going through pre-deployment 
training programs.

“A Marine in a deployment cycle 
would have to dedicate themselves to 
seven weeks at the academy,” Tanksley 
expressed. “With the seminar, a student 
can go to the field for a week and the 
seminar instructor will work with them 
to prevent the student from being 
dropped from the class.”

Although working and going to 
school can be a hassle, many Marines 
are still able to tackle the challenge.

“This is definitely for Marines in de-
ploying units. I have a lot going on, so 
breaking away to go to a traditional ca-
reer course would not be feasible,” add-
ed Fordham, a native of Schenectady, 
New York. “It was useful to not have to 
leave the projects I’m working on and 
still finish my period of military educa-
tion.”

Career Course Seminar provides the 
skills necessary for a staff sergeant to 
act as a problem solver, lead at a pla-
toon level, mentor company-grade of-
ficers, and to lead and develop subor-
dinate leaders.

Staff Sgt. Lynn Kinney, the Public Affairs Chief for Special Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task Force-Crisis Response-Central 
Command, receives a graduation certificate from Col. Ian R. Clark, commanding officer of Marine Corps Air Station Camp 
Pendleton, after the first annual year class of Career Course Seminar on Camp Pendleton May 26. Career Course is required 
for promotion to gunnery sergeant. The 15-week seminar requires staff sergeants to attend a three-hour class, once a 
week and complete homework assignments and participate in small group discussions.

Staff NCOS have a new 
career course option

Lt. Gen. Glenn Walters, nominee to 
serve as next assistant commandant of 
the Marine Corps.

Gen. John M. Paxton, Jr., is currently 
serving as the assistant commandant 
of the Marine Corps.
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Story and photos by:   
Cpl. Paul S. Martinez 
II Marine Expeditionary Force

AL QUWEYRAH, Jordan — Marines with 1st Battal-
ion, 2nd Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division and 
the Jordanian 77th Marines Battalion concluded their 
training period together with a final exercise as part of 
Eager Lion 16 in Al Quweyrah, Jordan, May 24.

Eager Lion is an annual military exercise organized 
by United States Central Command between the King-
dom of Jordan and the United States, preparing both 
forces to fight alongside one another.

Throughout the training evolution, which began 
May 15, both forces honed their skills in squad at-
tacks, patrolling, military operations in urban terrain 
and the operation of various weapon systems. Their 
final exercise required the two forces to work together 
in clearing two separate towns occupied by an oppos-
ing force.

“I’m thankful and grateful for this opportunity that 
we got with the Marines to practice, gain experience 
and assess where we are in terms of readiness,” said 
Jordanian Lt. Col. Hisham, the commanding officer of 
the 77th Marines Battalion.

Observing the exercise was an entourage of officers 
with the Jordanian Armed Forces, including Jordanian 
Brig. Gen. Ibrahim, the commander of the Royal Jorda-
nian Naval Forces.

“The objective of this exercise was to work together 
and learn from each other,” Ibrahim said. “I think this 
has been achieved today. This is all about being pro-
fessionals that defend our respective countries.”

Making use of flares, smoke grenades, squad ma-
neuver and support by fire positions, the two forces 
worked side-by-side to gain ground on their objec-
tives and clear buildings one by one. The exercise was 
concluded with a casualty evacuation from each bat-
talion.

Following completion, leadership from both forc-
es congratulated their battalions for their progress, 
while also exchanging gifts and appreciation for their 
strengthened partnership as allied military forces.

“Our actions here are a small part in the long-term 
relationship between our two countries,” said Lt. Col. 
Eric Reid, the commanding officer of 1/2. “The 77th 
Marines Battalion did good out here and should be 
proud. I think that this battalion has the potential to 
be whatever it needs to be for the Kingdom of Jordan.”

Eager Lion is a recurring exercise between partner 
nations designed to strengthen military-to-military 
relationships, increase interoperability, and enhance 
regional security and stability.

Marines, Jordanians 
conclude Eager Lion 16 
with final exercise

Marines with 1st Battalion, 2nd Marine Regiment, 2nd 
Marine Division prepare to launch an attack during the 
Eager Lion 16 final exercise in Al Quweyrah, Jordan, May 
24. Eager Lion is a recurring exercise between partner 
nations designed to strengthen military-to-military rela-
tionships, increase interoperability, and enhance regional 
security and stability.

Marines with 1st Battalion, 2nd Marine Regiment, 2nd 
Marine Division advance down range during the Eager 
Lion 16 final exercise in Al Quweyrah, Jordan, May 24. 
Eager Lion is a recurring exercise between partner nations 
designed to strengthen military-to-military relationships, 
increase interoperability, and enhance regional security 
and stability.

Members of the Jordanian 77th Marines Battalion advance 
down range during the Eager Lion 16 final exercise in Al 
Quweyrah, Jordan, May 24. Eager Lion is a recurring exer-
cise between partner nations designed to strengthen 
military-to-military relationships, increase interoperabil-
ity, and enhance regional security and stability.

Lt. Col. Eric Reid, center, commanding officer of 1st 
Battalion, 2nd Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, 
explains the scheme of maneuver to Royal Jordanian 
Navy officers during the final exercise of Eager Lion 16 
in Al Quweyrah, Jordan, May 24. Eager Lion is a recurring 
exercise between partner nations designed to strengthen 
military-to-military relationships, increase interoperability, 
and enhance regional security and stability.

Story and photos by:  
Cpl. Dalton Precht 
II Marine Expeditionary Force

MARINE CORPS BASE CAMP LEJEUNE, North Carolina 
-- Marines with Bravo Company, 2nd Law Enforcement 
Battalion took to the firing line with the AT-4 rocket 
launcher at Marine Corps Base, Camp Lejeune, June 3.

The unit conducted the range in order to bolster their 
mission capabilities and expeditionary readiness across 
the unit.

“This is the first chance in a long time that we’ve had 
to shoot the AT-4,” said 1st Lt. Ethan Sarrell, the officer 
in charge of the range, from Bravo Co., 2nd LEB, “This is 
good sustainment training for our Marines and a morale 
booster.”

During the training, the Marines of Bravo Co. fired 15 
AT-4 rockets at simulated enemy tanks to prepare them 
for real world scenarios. 

“We deal with a lot of security operations abroad and 
this requires us to use ordinance that normal line com-
panies would use,” said Sarrell. “We don’t do normal 
policing operations [while forward] and we might en-
counter an enemy vehicle that would require a rocket 

to take it down.”
The one-day range gave many of the Marines the 

opportunity to fire the weapon for the first time. To 
prepare them, personnel safety officers guided them 
through the use of the AT-4.

Cpl. Aaron Laverdure, one of the personnel safety of-
ficers for the AT-4 range from 2nd LEB, was in charge of 
instructing the Marines on the proper firing procedures 
and remedial action methods. 

“Before firing the rocket, we went over all the [safety 
procedures] of the weapon,” said Lavendure. “I showed 
them the correct firing position and what to do if the 
weapon failed to fire.”

With Bravo Co. getting ready for any real world con-
tingencies this means for some it’s time to step out of 
their comfort zones. 

“It was the first time for most of the Marines out here,” 
said Lavendure. “We need to be proficient in all weapon 
systems. Our company is a warfighting company and 
we need to know how to handle potential tools of the 
trade.”

Rockets Away: 2nd LEB 
takes to the firing line

Marines with Bravo Company, 2nd Law Enforcement Battalion prepare to fire tracer rounds from AT-4 rocket launchers at 
Marine Corps Base, Camp Lejeune, N.C. June 3. The unit took to the firing line to broaden their mission capabilities and 
prepare for real world scenarios.

Marines with Bravo Company, 2nd Law Enforcement Battalion prepare to fire tracer rounds from AT-4 rocket launchers at 
Marine Corps Base, Camp Lejeune, N.C. June 3. The unit took to the firing line to broaden their mission capabilities and 
prepare for real world scenarios.

Marines with Bravo Company, 2nd Law Enforcement 
Battalion prepare to fire tracer rounds from AT-4 rocket 
launchers at Marine Corps Base, Camp Lejeune, N.C. June 
3. The unit took to the firing line to broaden their mission 
capabilities and prepare for real world scenarios.

Marines with Bravo Company, 2nd Law Enforcement 
Battalion prepare to fire tracer rounds from AT-4 rocket 
launchers at Marine Corps Base, Camp Lejeune, N.C. June 
3. The unit took to the firing line to broaden their mission 
capabilities and prepare for real world scenarios.
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