
THE RULE OF LAW
FAYETTEVILLE, N.C. - Who would have ever 
guessed there was much more to the story of the Big 
Bad Wolf and the Three Little Pigs.

Students from Terry Sanford High School, here, 
found out there was indeed much more to the story 
as U.S. Army Reserve Command Staff Judge Advo-
cate attorneys held a mock trail on Law Day, May 1.

In the case of U.S. vs. Big Bad Wolf, students and 
faculty from the school portrayed the defendant and 
witnesses during the trial.

According to Lt. Col. William Stephens, USARC 
deputy staff judge advocate, holding a mock trial on 
Law Day gives students a chance to see a military 
trial with a story they know - or think they know.

“As in all cases and in all trials there is always 
more to the story,” Stephens said. “There is a lot more 
to the evidence and to the presentation of the case.”

Stephens also said it gives them a look at how 
different jury panels evaluate testimony and evidence 
presented in trials.

In the first trial of the day, the B.B. “Big Bad” 
Wolf was found guilty of murdering two pigs - broth-
ers Larry and Moe - after he “huffed and puffed” and 
blew their stick and straw houses over then proceeded 
to “devour them.”

Capt. Brian Cox, government trial counsel, called 
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Gerald “The Big Bad Wolf” Cureton, a senior at Terry Sanford 
High School in Fayetteville, N.C., contemplates his future after 
the reading of a guilty verdict in a mock trial during Law Day, 
May 1. Attorneys from the U.S. Army Reserve Command Staff 
Judge Advocate Office led the mock trial of the U.S. vs Big 
Bad Wolf, students served as witnesses and jurors to better 
understand how law and the legal process works.
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“The Big Bad Wolf had
already devoured my 
two brothers, Larry and 
Moe. I was certain that 
I was next on his menu.”

 - KATIE “CURLY PIG” HERRING
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Gerald “The Big Bad Wolf” Cureton, 
a senior at Terry Sanford High School 
in Fayetteville, N.C., and his attorney, 
Maj. Truman Tinsley, both react at the 

reading of a guilty verdict in a mock 
trial during Law Day, May 1.

his first witness, Jacquelyn “Jackie” 
Smith, the town brick maker, who 
testified she saw Wolf tear Lar-
ry Pig “limb from limb,” a sight 
that left her visibly shaken on the 
witness stand. Smith also testified 
she warned both Larry and Moe 
to use bricks for their houses but 
they insisted on using substandard 
materials that were not wolf-proof.

The most chilling testimony 
of the day came from Curly Pig, 
sister of the victims.

She testified after trying to 
“huff and puff” and blow her 
brick house down, Wolf tried on 
three different attempts to lure her 
from the security of her home in 
an attempt to eat her.

“The Big Bad Wolf had al-
ready devoured my two brothers, 
Larry and Moe. I was certain that 
I was next on his menu,” Curly 
testified.

When those attempts failed, 

she said Wolf scaled the wall of 
the house and attempted to gain 
entry through the chimney.

“But I had a cauldron of water 
boiling in the fire place to make 
tea,” Curly testified. “Much to 
Wolf ’s surprise, the steam from 
the pot shot him out of my chim-
ney.”

On cross-examination, Maj. 
Truman Tinsley, Wolf ’s defense 
counsel, attempted to prove that 
Curly Pig actually had premedi-
tation to avenge the deaths of her 
brothers by boiling Wolf in the 
chimney.

Testifying on his own behalf, 
Wolf said it was a case of “mistak-
en identity” and it was one of his 
seven siblings who had actually 
committed the crimes and stalked 
Curly Pig. But under cross-ex-
amination from Cox, Wolf could 
not come up with a name of the 
sibling.

After instructions from Lt. 
Col. James Teixeira, the presiding 
trial judge, the jury of 12 students 
reached their guilty verdict in the 
murders of Larry and Moe. In ad-
dition, the jury found Wolf guilty 
of unlawful entry but not guilty of 
attempted murder of Curly Pig.

Wolf, who smiled broadly 
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Click HERE to see more 
LAW DAY images.

Capt. Brian Cox, an attorney with the U.S. Army Reserve 
Command, Fort Bragg, N.C., watches as Grace “Jacquelyn 
Smith, the Brick Maker” Fedo, a witness for the government, 
makes a point in a mock trial during Law Day at Terry Sanford 
High School in Fayetteville, May 1.

By LT. COL. PATRICIA A. HARRIS 
USARC Staff Judge Advocate Office
Law Day is nationally recognized as a day 
to celebrate the rule of law and its contribu-
tions to the freedoms Americans enjoy. 

Law Day was started in 1957 by Charles 
S. Rhyne, American Bar Association presi-
dent, as a special day for Americans to cel-
ebrate our legal system.  One year later, on 
Feb. 3, 1958, President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
established Law Day by issuing the first Law 
Day Proclamation.  Every president since 
Eisenhower has issued an annual proclama-
tion. 

On April 7, 1961, Congress passed a Joint 
Resolution designating May 1 as Law Day. 
Codified as a Public Law in 36 USC §113, it 
requests that the President issue an annual 
proclamation and provides: 

“Law Day is a special day of celebration 
by the people of the United States … in ap-
preciation of their liberties and the reaffirma-
tion of their loyalty to the United States and 
of their re-dedication to the ideals of equality 
and justice under law in their relations with 
each other and with other countries; and for 
the cultivation of the respect for law that is 
so vital to the democratic way of life ....”

Law Day events and programs are 
planned and carried out by bar associations, 
courts, military legal offices, and other edu-
cational agencies every year.

Further promoting Rhyne’s 1957 vision, 
the ABA issues an annual Law Day theme. 
This year’s theme is “American Democracy 
and the Rule of Law:  Why Every Vote Mat-
ters.”

All Americans are encouraged to engage 
in robust discussions on the importance of 
a citizen’s right to vote and the challenges 
of ensuring everyone has an opportunity to 
participate in our democracy.

To commemorate Law Day, the U.S. 
Army Reserve Command Office of the Staff 
Judge Advocate encourages you to reflect 
on these questions:  
• Should American citizens be required to 

vote?  
• Should there be penalties for not voting?  
• Should there be rewards for those who 

vote?    
Take some time to reflect on these ques-

tions and stop by the OSJA to discuss your 
thoughts with us.

CELEBRATING LAW DAY

during the reading of the not guilty verdict, was soon 
wobbly and despondent at the defense table upon 
hearing the guilty verdicts.

“I thought Curly and I had a bond or something 
but apparently, it didn’t work out that way,” Wolf 
said after the trial.

In the second trial of the day, a different jury 
panel, which heard the same testimony, reached a 
completely different verdict - not guilty on all counts.

“I was completely surprised,” Stephens said. “But 
it shows you how testimony can be interpreted and 
evaluated by different people.”

Stephens thanked the faculty, staff and students 
of Terry Sanford High School for agreeing to host 
the Law Day mock trials, especially Robert Griffin, 
assistant principal, Air Force JROTC, Civics, and 
A.P. Government-Leadership classes.
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