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BRIGADIER GENERAL
Michael J. Terry

Happy New Year!

As we flip our calendars to 2007, I want to again
thank you for your tremendous service and

™. sacrifice.

S,
2007 will be a monumental year in Iraq.
We can expect a number of changes in
how we try to help the Iraqi people
build a secure and stable country but
one thing that will not change is the
commitment of Soldiers and leaders
of the 13th Sustainment
Command (Expeditionary).

The ability to sustain our forces is what separates the United States Army from
friend and foe. The Soldiers who execute this sustainment mission—the PLL
clerks, the truck drivers, the gunners on our convoy protection platforms, our
Soldiers in guard towers—all are a critical part of what makes our Army the best
in the world.

As 1 travel the battlefield, my first question to our combat units is “are you getting
the support you need.” Without question, the answer is always a resounding

yes. Each of you plays a part in ensuring that logistics sustainment is always a
strength—and never the weak link in our operations here in Iraq.

My thoughts and prayers are always with you and your families. As we begin
2007, good luck and Godspeed.

m 1 2T SU‘:}TAINMENT
"EXPEDITIONARY)C@MMAND *




Contributed by Chaplain (Lt. Col.) James Kirkendall

gt

7 aint Nicholas was born in 280 AD, in Patara, a
city of Lycia, in Asia Minor. He became the gift giver
of Myra. His gifts were given late at night, so that the
gift giver s identity would remain a secret. St Nicholas
was eventually named the patron saint of children,
sailors, Russia and Greece.

Saint Nicholas was a Christian priest, who later
became a bishop. He was a rich person, and traveled
the country helping people, giving gifts of money and
other presents. Saint Nicholas did not like to be seen
when he gave away presents, so the children of the day
were told to go to sleep quickly or he would not come!
Nothing has changed and Santa Claus will not arrive
this Christmas unless the children go to sleep early.

A famous story about St Nicholas, is about a poor
man who had no money to give to his three daughters
on their wedding day. Saint Nick dropped bags of gold
into the stockings which the girls had left to dry by the
fire. The sisters found the gold and ever since, children
have hung up stockings on Christmas Eve hoping that
they will be filled with presents by Christmas morning.

Despite being quite young Nicholas had earned a
reputation for kindliness and wisdom. In the year 303,
the Roman emperor Diocletian commanded all the
citizens of the Roman Empire, which included Asia
Minor, to worship him as a god.

%m %ﬁl}oﬁag

BISHOP OF MYRA

Christians believed in one god and one god alone,
so their conscience would not allow them to obey
the Emperors order. Angered by their stubbornness,
Diocletian warnd the Christians that they would be
imprisoned. The Emperor carried out the threat and
Saint Nicholas who resisted too was also imprisoned.
For more than five years, Saint Nicholas was confined
to a small cell. He suffered from cold, hunger, and
thirst, but he never wavered in his beliefs. In 313,
when Diocletian resigned, and Constantine came to
power Nicholas was released, and he returned to his
post as Bishop of Myra. He continued his good works
and became even wiser and more understanding by the
time of his death on December 6, 343.

In the eyes of the Catholics, a saint is someone who
has lived such a holy life that, after dying and going to
heaven, he or she is still able to help people on earth.
They often become patron to different groups of people
- one such was children and many legends sprang up
to explain his presence.

By 450, churches in Asia Minor and Greece were
being named in honor of him. By 800, he was officially
recognized as the a saint by the Eastern Catholic

Church.

In the 1200s, December sixth began to be celebrated
as Bishop Nicholas Day in France.

By end of the 1400s, Saint Nicholas was the third
most beloved religious figure, after Jesus and Mary.
There were more than 2000 chapels and monasteries
named after him.

In the 1500s people in England stopped worshipping
Saint Nicholas and favoured more another gift giving
fgure Father Christmas. Over the centuries, Saint
Nicholas’ popularity grew, and many people in Europe
made up nw stories that showed his concern for
children. The name Santa Claus was derived from the
Dutch Sinter Klass pronunciation of Saint Nicholas.
Early Dutch settlers in New York (once called New
Amsterdam) brought their traditions of Saint Nicholas.
As children from other countries tried to pronunce
Sinter Klass, this soon became Santa Klass, which was
settled as Santa Claus. The old bishop s cloak with
mitre, jewelled gloves and crozier were soon replaced
with his red suit and clothing seen in other modern

images
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1. What Chinese leader wrote “Thoughts on Guerrilla Warfare”?

2. Between what two neighboring countries did the short and ludicrous “Pig War” take place?

3. What British made VSTOL fighter plane has been adopted by the US Marines?

4. The US Army’s 1st Ranger Bn. s located at what Georgia air base?

5. By what name was the World War II US built B-24 bomber known?

6. What hero of the Mexican War was the Union General of the Army at the outset of the US Civil War?

7. The red stripe on the blue trousers of US Marine NCOs and officers commemorates what action in the US/Mexican War?

8. What small medieval multi-point weapon, when scattered in numbers, will lame horses or puncture truck tires?

Answers on page 20

The Sunburst staff and contributors are constantly out there

where ever you can find a 13th SC(E) unit. While on the road

we take pictures of places that we visit. Can you guess where
N we took this picture. Look on page 26 for the answer.

6 sunBuRsT



I pulled this picture from the boys over at the Desert
Bull (redbullweb.com if you didn’t know), and I just
couldn’t help but wonder what are they gonna do for
the Easter parade down there.

But on to a new subject, we got a some feedback on
our request for office photos. Here’s the winner. Way
to go chaplains office.

Thats the chaplains for you, they got a snow man, a
Menorah, and I bet you some Kwanza candles some-
where too. That’s why they never have any sacre-
mental wine, they celebrate everything.

Well that’s enough jabing at the jaw for me. Drop me
a line at putmeon@balad.iraq.centcom.mil and let
me know what’s going on with you. Until next time

HOLLA BACK!!tmmnm,

PRIVATE MURPHY
By Mark Baker BLACKBERRY
NEW CHANGE OF COMMAND RITUALS

BROUGHT TO US BY TECHNOLOGY:
*THE PASSING OF THE BLACKEERRY™




routinely.

Spc. Eric W. Reeves, 22,

of Riverton, lowa, watches
the convoy pull into the
Forward Operating Base for
the night. Reeves is a driver
and gunner for 2nd Squad,
1st Platoon, C Company,
1st Battalion, 133rd
Infantry Regiment.

T



“Everything
1S going to
be different
every trip,
you’ve got

to keep your
head on a

swivel.”



When Soldiers with this lowa National Guard
unit were activated in October of last year,
they expectéd to face urban combat. Then they
learned they would be patrolling a different
kind of landscape. When they arrived in Iraq
in April under the 34th Infantry Division, they
were placed in Humvees and Armored Sup-
port Vehicles, guarding civilian truck convoys
through Al Anbar Province and searching the
roads for deadly surprises.

‘%“

Left: Spc. Carlos
Puente, 25, of
Towa Falls, Iowa,
drives the lead
vehicle in the
convoy.



Right: Sgt. Joedy J.
Dennis from Alden
Towa, analyzes data
and communicates
with the convoy
commander.
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“You’ve
o0t 10 be'-.. %5
suspicious
about oo
everything ="
out there.”

Sgt. Joedy J. Dennis from Alden,
Iowa, who wears a tourniquet attached
to the front of his body armor, leads
2nd squad, 1st platoon. He said the unit
never knows what will happen out on
the roadways. “Our plan of action is al-
ways the same when we leave here, but
it never ends up the same,” Dennis said.
“Our mission is always accomplished.
We always get the trucks from point A
to point B.”

Staff Sgt. Brett A. Schmidt, 36, of Nashua, lowa, watches as a civilian attempts to help
repair another man’s truck. Schmidt is Weapons squad leaderfor for 1st Platoon, C
Company, 1st Battalion, 133rd Infantry Regiment.




“You get
to go out a
lot, we’ve
spent 90

percent (of
our time)
QL 1TSS 0 | ——
Almost a
week goes
by if you
g0 on a four
day run.”

Left: The lead gun truck for the main
convoy pulls a security halt in the
Western desert while waiting for a
problem with one of the civilian trucks to
be fixed.

Right: The supply convoys can stretch
from 30 to 50 miles long.(Photo by Sgt.
Joedy J. Dennis)




Veterans Day
Patch Ceremony

Soldiers of the 657th Area Support Group
gathered at the Morale, Welfare, and Recre-
ation Center East to receive proper authoriza-
tion to wear their combat patch during a Veter-
an’s Day observance.

On Nov. 11, Americans all around the world
observe Veteran’s Day to show pride in the
heroism of those who have served in the coun-
try’s Armed Forces.

It began eighty-eight years ago, on the elev-
enth hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh
month, which was then called Armistice Day,
the temporary end of hostile fire, between Ger-
many and the allied nations, said Col. Stephen
Nakano, commander of the 657th ASG.

World War I ended at that time, and Armistice
Day was later named “Veteran’s Day to honor
American veterans of all wars,” he said.

The 657th ASG Soldiers are now authorized to
wear the 13th Sustainment Command (Expe-
ditionary) combat patch on their right shoulder
sleeve, said Command Sergeant Major Jorge

Aogol T g

Story and Photos
By Sgt. KaRonda Fleming

Young, command sergeant major of the 657th
ASG.

Young said “You have served with distinction
and honor in the United States Army, and were
deployed directly in support of the global war
on terrorism.”

Soldiers of the 657th ASG have taken many
challenges head on, Nakano said, and have
shown what they are capable of accomplish-
ing.

“Your achievements have not gone unnoticed
and I anticipate many more throughout the
deployment,” Nakano said.

“I serve proudly and so does my father who
served in Vietnam,” said Sgt. 1st Class John
Kaneshiro, a force protection noncommis-
sioned officer with the 657th ASG.

Kaneshiro said his father paid the ultimate
sacrifice in his theater of operation. In 1995,
his family received the Distinguished Service
Cross in his father’s honor at Fort Huachuca,
Ariz.

©
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Col. Stephen Nakano, commander of the 657th ASG and Command Sgt. Maj. Jorge Young, command sergeant major of the 657th ASG were the first to affix the

14 SUNBURST 13th Sustainment Command (Expeditionary)’s patch onto their right shoulder sleeves after receiving authorization to wear the combat patch.



High school builds connection with Soldiers

Classroom students talk to Anaconda via live satellite video conference

Editor’s note: The following story includes contributions by a West Aurora High School student Andrea Houlihan.

the military Digital Video Imaging
Distribution System, which enables
troops to transmit live broadcasts from
the field.

Many students at West Aurora High
have family members currently serving
overseas. Sophomore Pat Spoden has
a few family members serving in Iraq.
Senior Kirsten Grahn’s older sister and
West High graduate, Jessie, is currently
stationed in Iraq. West High graduates
like Mike Montemeyer have joined the
armed services.

Teachers and students also sought
to contribute to Soldiers through a
school-wide project that assembled
multiple care packages to be sent to LSA
Anaconda. Solitario and Hemmerly-
Brown opened two of the packages sent
by students during the live conference.
Hemmerly-Brown said it’s not just about
the contents of the care package that
makes it so great.

“Getting a care package is awesome,”
she said “It’s really the support that

w comes with the packages that is really

touching.”
Sophomore Laurencia Mendoza said

Students from West Aurora High School, in West Aurora, Ill. ask questions of Soldiers of the 210th Mobile
Public Affairs Detachment. Pictured on the screen from left to right are Sgt. 1st Class Mark Bell, Spc. Amanda
Solitario, and Spc. Alexandra Hemmerly-Brown.

Three Army journalists, speaking at an Oct. 30 live
satellite video conference, offered student journalists
from West Aurora High School insight into their
experiences in Iraq.

The students asked a variety of questions, including
some about the weather, food, and lessons learned as
Soldiers. Sgt. 1st Class Mark E. Bell, Spc. Amanda J.
Solitario, and Spc. Alexandra Hemmerly-Brown of the
210th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment spoke from their
office at Logistical Support Area Anaconda.

The Soldiers joked with students during the hour-long
conference, but also discussed their jobs and life in the
military. Solitario noted the sense of responsibility she
has gained since joining the Army.

The conference was
made possible using

that she felt it necessary to donate, “just to
give something back to roops and to give them a piece of
home [in order] to bring them happiness.” In agreement
with Mendoza’s opinion, Luis Salines agreed that, “since
they are over there fighting, [I should] do my part.”

Teacher Jenny McCormick thinks that receiving
packages from friends and family “uplifts the Soldiers.

It lets them know that we haven’t forgotten them ... We
are telling them that there are still people back home who
care.”

McCormick said she hopes that she is sending a
message to everyone else: “To make people more aware
that a war is going on, and real people are out there
fighting.” She hopes to shed a positive light on the
Soldiers and what
they do.
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Trivia answers

1. Mao-Tse Tsung

2. Canada and US

3. AV-8 “Harrier”

4. Hunter Army Airfield

5. “Liberator”

6. General Winfield S. Scott

7. The assault on Chapultepec Castle
8. The caltrop
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us‘c mention the name Bl“y Blanks and almost
anyone will break out with the “air punching bag”
movement.

— Soldiers tradition-
ally volunteer to
lead physical fitness
sessions in some
form of aerobics or
¥ dance to provide

% a change of pace
to the traditional

. push ups, sit ups,

’ and run.

Tae Bo, an aero-
bic exercise rou-
tine developed
by Blanks , a Tae

L Kwon Do practi-

' - _ - tioner, is increas-
j r ingly becoming

Soldiers at Camp Taji enjoy ;xtensive work-out . the PHYSfCa[ ﬁtness

training using the fundamentals taught by Billy
Blanks, a Tae Kwon Do practitioner.

by Capt. Sandra Ming-Wilks 15th BTB

~athon, alive and well in Taji
[3e B

session of choice. It is one of the first “cardio box-
ing” programs that's expanded onto most military
installations.

Popularity has held for this intense workout regi-
men, which helps increase cardiovascular fitness,
strength, muscular endurance, and flexibility. The
popularity continues on forward operating base Taji.

Chief Warrant Officer Sabrina Nero, 3 food service
technician, from the 4th Infantry Division Support
Brigade, picked up the challenge and has led the Tae
Bo sessions in Taji since April 2006.

Once the word got out amongst the 15th Brigade
Troop Battalion about the physical benefits of an
hour of jumping, kicking, and punching, the crowd
attendance grew steadily. On Nov. 3, Nero, with
help from the Taji Morale, Welfare, and Recreation
office, sponsored a Tae Bo-athon. Platters of fruit
and other refreshments followed the two hours of
Tae Bo. Participation was high even in the second
hour.

With Nero's tour of duty drawing to a close, three
leaders from the 15th BTB have stepped up to keep

the classes going. E

sunsurst 21









Story and Photos
By Spc. Alexandra

Hemmerly-Brown

Soldiers

-
e e I.‘-‘_.; S extend olive T'
a2 Tobranch to 1500(&

V@S T Iraqi people

Three Iraqi men plant an olive tree during a ceremony at LSA Anaconda.

The olive tree. It has long held deep-seeded The Crestline, Ohio native said the olive tree
symbolism in several cultures; the crown of project was a challenge from her command to
Olympic champions in ancient Greece, a sign  leave her unit’s area on Anaconda better than
of peace in Christian and Jewish faiths, and an  how they found it.
icon of the Prophet Mohammed in Islam.

Shajarat zaytun in Arabic, the olive tree is
very hearty and long-lived, and can survive
in conditions of almost total neglect. The tree
1s not especially remarkable in appearance or _ .
stature, but its meaning and practical use is A T .
where this little tree leaves its mark. Pin. m

A few centuries of symbolism combined with 0"/ ‘= VL /%
three Iraqi citizens, two U.S. Army colonels, / F i o
and one Army Reserve unit, and you are left :
with a lasting legacy of the partnership be-
tween U.S. forces and the people of Iraq.

Master Sgt. Patricia Marsano, a field ordering officer with the

On Dec. 23, a ceremony was held by the rRY . ':'
164th Corps Support Group which falls under S e 2
the 13th Sustainment Command (Expedition- i i g e
ary), to begin the planting of 164 olive trees on e . -
Anaconda.

“The olive tree is a symbol of peace and this n
is the message we want to leave the citizens P
of Iraq,” said Master Sgt. Patricia A. Marsano, O 9‘-’3‘
the field ordering officer for the 164th. "Iy o
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“There are so many
trees dying around here,
so we researched what
kind would survive best
in this environment.
Also, it’s the symbol
of peace which we all
hope for,” Marsano
said. She said the unit
thought trees would be
a fitting gesture for both
their practical use in this
country and their sym-
bolism.

Marsano, along with
the help of 1st Sgt. Ro-
berto Galicia of Ontario,
Calif., also of the 164th,
approached the California Rare Fruit Growers,
Inc., in September, and submitted the request
for a donation of olive trees to plant in Iraq.

The CRFG responded with great interest
in assisting the Soldiers and set out to find a
grower who would help with the project. In
the end, 164 olive trees of five different variet-
ies were sent to Iraq via Federal Express, who
footed the shipping bill.

The trees were shipped Dec. 7 and arrived on
Anaconda in time to be planted as an uncon-
ventional kind of Christmas tree.

“It holds extra meaning, especially this time
of year ... it is the spirit of giving,” Marsano
said.

At the ceremony, three trees were planted;
two by U.S. Army colonels, and one by a
group of three Iraqi citizens who work on the
base. The remainder of the 164 trees will be
planted along Anaconda’s main road, Pennsyl-
vania Avenue, within the next few days.

Maithan Saeed, an Iraqi citizen and translator
on the base, was one of the three Iraqis who
took part in the ceremony.

“It’s a small contract for friends,” Saeed said
of the trees. From the small town of Dujail
near Balad, Saeed grew up in a farming area
and knows the worth of this versatile tree.

Olives are a staple of the Iraqi diet. The
fruit’s oil can be used for cooking, lamp oil,
cosmetics, and medicine, and the tree bears
strong timber. The versatility of the tree, and
the fact that every part of it can be used, dem-

Soldiers of 164th Corps Support Group stand ready with olive saplings and shovels in hand during a tree-planting cer-
emony at LSA Anaconda during which the first of 164 olive trees were planted.

onstrate how the plant is invaluable to the Iraqi
people.

“We respect this tree because it came from

heaven,” Saeed said of the tree’s significance
in the Muslim faith.
Saeed, who has been an interpreter for U.S.
troops for two years and a security guard on
this base before then, said the act shows the
friendship between the two nations.

“I believe there is too much wrong in this
country,” Saeed said of why he wanted to
work for the Americans. Since coming to work
on Anaconda, Saeed has been shot at twice on
visits to his village and can no longer return
to his own home. He is currently working on
obtaining a visa to the United States where he
may be awarded American citizenship for aid-
ing the troops here.

Just in time for Christmas, this gesture can
be an example of how future relations in Iraq
would hope to be seen. Hearty, strong, and
lasting as the olive tree.

“It represents the very essence of why we
serve, and ultimately represents the hope for
this nation, and for the peaceful existence of
all the people of Iraq,” said Col. Megan P.
Tatu, commander of the 164th.

Simultaneously on this day in a different time
zone, the CRFG orchestrated a planting in San
Luis Obispo, Calif., to demonstrate the gift of
peace from the American people, to their Iraqi
counterparts. :

!
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Soldier’s PPE Saves the Day

Personal protection equipment and training saved a
Soldier from serious harm recently during an attack on a
convoy in Mosul, Iraq.

“I would be in bad shape if [ wasn’t wearing my eye

g a convoy in Mosul, Iraq. Davis sustained minor injuries and attributes
to wearing his protective equipment.

protection,” said Spc. Austin S. Davis, just hours after be-
ing injured by an explosive device during a mission.

Davis, a driver and gunner for 1st platoon, 1345th Trans-
portation Company, 352nd Corps Support Battalion, 45th
Support Brigade, 13th Sustainment Command (Expedi-
tionary), said his protective equipment and the training
of the Soldiers around him are the reasons he was able to
walk around less than 12 hours after the attack.

During a routine convoy to carry cargo and passengers
to another forward operating base, Davis’s vehicle was
struck by an explosive device, causing moderate damage
to the front passenger side of the vehicle.

“Everyone did exactly what they were trained to do in
this situation,” he said. “They stayed focused and helped
me and other Soldiers get to safety.”

The Muskogee, Okla. native was struck in the hip by a
piece of shrapnel which was stopped by the thick rigger
belt he had on at the time.

“The medic said that if the belt had not stopped the met-
al from entering my body, it would have caused serious
complications,” he said. “The explosion was so violent
that it ripped my gun mount from the turret.”

The husband and father of one, Davis received cuts and
bruises on his face from the explosion and metal pieces

s good fortune
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from his damaged turret.

“After the explosion, I dropped down into the vehicle
for safety and began checking the passenger in the back
seat,” he said. “And at the same time he was checking me
for injuries.”

During the attack, Davis said his vehicle began to
smoke due to a suspected fire under the hood and
his battle buddies in the convoy responded quickly.

“We were trained to set a secure perimeter for
Soldiers in a disabled vehicle to move to, and my
battle buddies sprung into action instantly,” he
said. “I was treated by a medical specialist, who
rides in all of our convoys and transported back to
the forward operating base.”

Pfc. Kristy Cannoy, the medic who administered
aid to Davis, said her training was essential.

“We are trained to react to injured Soldiers and
treat them without hesitation,” she said. “And with
the extensive training we receive during battle
simulation training, [ was confident I was able to
take care of the Soldier and get him transported to
safety quickly.”

Cannoy, who graduated advanced individual
training in May, said this was her first time treating
a Soldier who was injured during a mission outside
of the FOB.

“This is my job, and this is what [ was trained to do,”
she said. “I was ready for this situation before I deployed
to Iraq and I continue to train to ensure [ am ready for
more situations later in the deployment.”

Davis said the quick reaction of the driver Spc. Lacyde
Arnold, who was also injured during the attack, helped
him and the passenger in the back seat exit the vehicle
quickly, despite all of the confusion. He pointed out the
importance of being prepared and taking training seri-
ously.

“Almost everyone in my unit is trained to operate in
any position in the vehicle,” Davis said. “We are not only
capable of operating in any position, we also know what
responsibilities each position has in the case of an emer-
gency and that helped us through this situation without
having more Soldiers injured.”

Davis sustained cuts to his face and lips, a bruised hip
and a minor concussion from the incident and he said he
feels lucky to not have been hurt worse.

“I love my IBA and protective equipment,” he said. “I
should be an example to all Soldiers that this equipment
works and it can only help you if you have it
on properly.”  Story and Photos a

By Sgt. Kevin McSwain




Next to the unit’s headquarters, former street-
light poles have been bolted to concrete protective
barriers in order to hang a shade canopy in the air.
Two small Astroturf-covered platforms, which
can be moved from 20 to 70 feet away, sit on the
ground next to a covered bucket filled with golf
balls.

Many staff members have golf clubs in their
office, including group paralegal NCO Staff Sgt.
Joshua L. Quinton of Seattle, Wash.

“It’s a good release ... It’s nice to get out of the
office for even 10 minutes to hit a few balls,”
Quinton said. “It kind of takes you out of this
place for a minute.”

The driving range was the brainchild of Support
Operations Sgt. Maj. Clinton A. Beers of Boise,
Idaho, who took inspiration from the driving
range nets at golf stores. He saw streetlight poles
that had been knocked down by tanks or other
vehicles and came up with the idea.

“I love golf,” Beers said. “I thought if I could get
my hands on a couple of those, I could make it
happen.”

The initial driving range was completed at the
end of September, and with the contributions of a
stateside golf business and a former commander,
the unit has numerous clubs and plenty of golf
balls.

“We could lose 500 balls in the desert and still
have a thousand left,” Beers said.

Despite the size of the canopy, which is 40 feet
tall by 60 feet wide, they occasionally have a

golfer who manages to miss it, but the problem ...
is a rare one, Beers said. ql
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Staff Sgt. Joshua L. Quinton practices his Golf swing on the driving range built in Al Asad, Iraq.

Story and Photos By Sgt. Gary A. Witte

Soldiers create a
slice of

The military doctrine of constantly improv-
ing the fighting position has been applied
to the driving range. There are plans to have
a working streetlight pole installed, which
would essentially allow it to be open to golf
enthusiasts 24 hours a day.

“Pretty soon we’ll mount that and we’ll be
able to hit balls at night, too,” Beers said.

The canopy is raised with a pulley system,
which allows it to be lowered during severe
weather. If it isn’t lowered during high winds,
the canopy acts as a sail and billows out of
control, Beers said.

Quinton, who built the platforms and main-
tains a set of clubs for others to borrow, said
they are also thinking about building a
small putting green out of concrete in
break area.

Despite the opportunities the driv-

range offers, Quinton doesn’t seem to "*E:h
expect it to take his golf skills to profes- £ s

sional levels. % : |
“Hopefully it’s main- tained what I '._' (N -SSP w
had before I left, which wasn’t very good,” ', ' |

he said, smiling.

Likewise, Beers
his game up as
which stands at
he recently
of clubs
from

“I

said he hopes to keep
well as his handicap,
eight. To help it along,
ordered a custom set
and had them sent here
home.

don’t have time to do it every day,
but I do it when I can,” he said. @.
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" any base indraq can mke adv‘anmge of this .—
~ historic andvq__rk by Szmply coordinating R -
~ with their chaplain’s office. H

2 i 1 thinkit’s fascinating every fime -
“ s billside overlooking Tallil, an- - GCome out heve,” said Staft Sqgt. THOMAS = _‘

&
“ancient structure stands. Looming like.a G. Mirray, a MitesofaNational Guard ; -
quardian over the city; the Zi ggumr ofUr Ijoldzer and the brigade senior chaplain’s %

E- has Witnessed centuries of people come and§ ASETANT for thest Brigade Cormbat Tear o
S0, cultures change, and countlessseasons | Of the 3ath Infantry Division.
T — L = urra!y helps or.ganize weekly frips to the

— ‘M_q?:e_im 4,000years old, the site is the Zﬂﬂ urat. He said 460”340 -5oupeoplesigh-
= location of an.ancient temple-origimally built 07 each excursioh, and the group. W’” -
Sl in213 B.Conhonor-of the moon god Nanna. l Spend about tWo hours explo it

DL Sincesther - theSTructure hasbeen puv:tiall : iers ‘#ﬁ ere

vebuiltion its foundationtovesemble what B ¢ UFIGSTTy,” Whirray said. “To see where
hrSm,LglnS believe the Tevv’p le once looked like.o CTViliZation —
arted is mporfaut.”
The chaplam’s team works closely szh

-.L Across a shiortstretch of ST, the

comp compound a [so contains the tombs of ancien
the site’s curator, a nativelr qiwhowas
‘born i the city of Ur-and has lived there bis

Vs : eaders and a house ’rha’r s Smd 1o be the
whole life. He no’r only kniows a lot about the

bivithplacexsfathe biblical prophe’r Abr

3
Located just outside Tallil, servicemembers,

civilians, and coalition forces on almost Ziggurat felling its story is in his bload
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visitors tours of The s and keep vig the ' ' A.;‘ymigm 10 1 F’lrhw

land’s stopy alive s ’@e f1 r&{;;rreﬁr =

excavation unearited a__qw:los_’r_._. e Sand 4

M1922. w —— 2 )

As A thivd genemhon Four jmde,mﬁ{

expert"vf ’rhg_m;offﬁ knowledge and

gurar Was passed.down

her, iz brs Faﬂger s fath !
iU is s ofesswn

n‘-h‘is rvelﬂfggffz a K :_ . WS 10N AT mmr

cavat mL 0f; fl 11‘. ' TT'Ted rn

_’5r Weren T+, o

WIS PAGIROTaA i
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|
Argued towe. fne. 'rar:.-r M e

WOria.

&d ' t
SO1Me.000KS

SAYAYAT fne
ROmans Havestye oigesssary in
THEWOT1H, CU Tl A ter=tyey HOUNg,
'ljfﬁ‘f-"' ONeyane Saigs

- Next, guests yave tpe chance,

f o, 247 fa fye fombs ofancient
rUlers wnere fAmous avtiracts
nave been tound. MoreSthan. 4
2,000 10110S Weresounaan fhe
92.2,eXCAVATIONS, The curator:
¥ -~ SA1A .
el prrm mm’" }q u

! Mf” yering uu

w;ﬂhgf .Ng e
f., UraWhen Trdq.

Useafto ve called
Mesopotamia,

sTre 1anaoTiinvo. B )

IVerS . wdlinis CrrYy .

S oUgh 10 & N Were once the resting places of
peNimKeatto tne ' kian and queens.

HMVention orste wheely e Firs GWrT According to the curator, food, beverages,
AW SAnugos it amosiyate birthplace of — and the bodies of servants, as wells as riches

thelpropyel Abraham. W were often found inside the tombs of these
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A master on the history of the Ziggurat, the museum curator takes
Soldiers into the unlighted tombs of ancient rulers.

'ﬁw wholbelieved The

W:myz&; smns
-V ')ﬂﬂls‘" 7o the
BT erlitedPo0rer people, he
S aisywere simply buried
e sand.

3 o’rher marvel
Servicemembers can
View 1s cunerform. As
one of the earliest forms

" of writing, cunerform 8 ) i

was mvented before f

Egypti

gyptian hieroglyphits: have roots here,” said Mu#ay, Hotin M'
Sz’re s appeal 3 :

The picture-writingis Snscribed on several

bricks outside the tombs, andican be seen e

when the tour guide dabf_g_a_{g'mpﬂ U L Lildadaut _.L' JUTATAS A great

L over the bricks, making the words appear B°PY oty For oldiers WHORIgH T HOT:
O under their sand layer. A short walk o’rherw:seger to see yauch ofdliaqr culture.

from the sprawling tombs stands a re=built “Soldiers can s Ay that they Wave been here,

Structure of what is Smd 1o be the “house they went tolraq, but They a an
of Abraham.” i ancrenr wonder he Said =y

PV eAYe WIANY Chances 10 See e
Ziggumr of Ur-if-a servicemember is inithe
Tallil avea. Aside from fhe trips organized

B0y Murray and the chaplam bere, the
curator gives at-least 14 1 fours per week, he.
Smd 711e land 1s ownea’ 'rhe overnmen’r

Abvaham, the “father of pro PSS AS
born in the city of Ur accordmg 10 The Brb
1M Genesis 1:27-31. .

The evidence that led hrs’romns o
conclude the house was Abraham’s fathers,
include the fact that Abraham’s father-wa
said 1o be amich merchan’r an a4 Thisho
is one of thel arges’r foUnd in ’rhe mLy A 50,
somewhere Hear the.s tructure abrick was™
found with Abrahara’s father s mareonit:
“Judaism, Christianity, anaslava, tey all

It has HOW been open:
arrived mlragq, amwmrs servwemembers

r
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