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General North delivers
Thanksgiving message

Lt. Gen. Gary L. North

Commander, U.S. Central Command Air Forces

When the Mayflower arrived in the
“New World” in 1620, the settlers faced
a harsh winter marked by starvation and
disease. Despite the difficulties, none of
them chose to return to England with the
Mayflower.

In October 1621, their fortunes changed.
The Pilgrims welcomed a successful har-
vest so plentiful, they had enough food to
store through the winter. In recognition of
their blessing, they held a meal of thanks
that later grew into a national day of thanks
that we simply call “Thanksgiving.” It’s the
day we count our blessings and say thanks
to those who made it possible.

Each year since then, we have gathered
as a nation, as families, and for us in the
military, around the world, to give thanks
for all the blessings we share as people in a
free, democratic, United States.

As we celebrate that day this year, |
want to thank you, our incredible Airmen,
who make our many successes in the U.S.
Central Command Air Forces possible. To
those on the front lines of combat all over
Iraqg; our aviators, maintainers, logisticians
and space leaders who make air and space
power a reality; the medical professionals
and volunteers working to mend and com-
fort the wounded in our AOR hospitals; the

Airmen building hope as part of Provincial
Reconstruction Teams in Afghanistan; our
intel, security forces, OSI and services
professionals, and everybody in between...
thanks... you are awesome.

A special thanks as well to the opera-
tional staff leaders of all services and the
Coalition and ISAF forces in the Combined
Air Operations Center and all our military
warriors, USAF civilians and contractors
throughout the U.S. Central Command
Area of Responsibility. You have all made
the sacrifice of service before self support-
ing OIF, OEF and JTF-HOA, and you do
so with an unmatched level of pride and
dedication.

You know, as our families and loved
ones back home understand as well, that
you are an integral part of our long war
on terror, and you are making a difference
during your rotation in the AOR. It shows
through in your outstanding performance
everyday in the combat zone, at the head-
quarters and in reach back support.

My thanks for your courage, patriotism
and selfless service, and my thanks and ap-
preciation to your families for their support
as well.

Happy Thanksgiving... as we go about
our day in the AOR, pause to reflect on our
humble start as a nation and those many
things we hold dear to be thankful for on
Thanksgiving day, and everyday.
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386th Air Expeditionary Wing
Editorial Staff

Col. Paul A. Curlett
386th Air Expeditionary Wing
Commander

Capt. Jeff Clark
386th Air Expeditionary Wing
Public Affairs Chief

Staff Sgt. lan Carrier
386th Air Expeditionary Wing
Rock Slate Editor

This funded newspaper is an
authorized publication for members
of the U.S. military services overseas.
Contents of the “Rock Slate” are not
necessarily the official views, nor
endorsed by, the U.S. Government,
the Department of Defense or the
Department of the Air Force.

The 386th Air Expeditionary Wing
Public Affairs staff prepares all edito-
rial content for the “Rock Slate.” The
editor will edit or re-write material for
clarity, brevity or to conform with the
Associated Press Style Guide, local
policy and Air Force style as required
by Air Force Instruction 35-101.

Unless otherwise noted, all pho-
tographs are U.S. Air Force photos.
The “Rock Slate” may use news and
information from the American Forces
Information Service, Air Force Print
News and other sources.

Contributions for the “Rock Slate”
can be made directly to the 386th
AEW Public Affairs Office or through
e-mail to: 386AEW.pa@salem.af.mil.

The editor can be reached at 442-
2312. Submit contributions by 4 p.m.
Thursday, one week prior to publica-
tion.

The “Rock Slate” can be viewed
electronically by clicking the “Rock
Slate” link at http://intranet.salem.
af.mil.
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Maximum of 2 strands
Christmas lights will not be strung atop tents
Rope light are not authorized on the Rock
Christmas lights do not go on camo netting
Extension cords must have surge pmtectimr

Christmas nght Pollc?v . a /A

any questions contact T8¢t. Thornburg
) 4492199 oc 938 6164 (cell)
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WHEN: WHERE: WHEN: WHERE:

Dec. 1 at 8 p.m. Rock Auditorium Nov. 29 at 7 p.m. Rock Fitness Center
Dec. 2 at 2 p.m. Rock Auditorium

2006 Holiday Mailing Deadlines

Priority & First Class letters/cards:
- Addressed from 093XX locations: 6 Dec 06
- Addressed from 098XX locations: 10 Dec 06

CONUS to APO

Priority & First Class letters/cards: .
- Addressed to 093X X locations: 4 Dec 06
- Addressed to 098X X locations: 9 Dec 06

Parcel Airlift (PAL): 2 Dec 06 .
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Air Expeditionary Wing as a whole and the Services
Squadron specifically went out of the way to make
this Thanksgiving a truly memorable one. From the
¥ morning Turkey Trot and Rock Parade to the wonder- §
ful feast (served by officer and enlisted leaders) the
day was packed. There was Deal or No Deal, Bingo
and of the Semi-finals of Desert Idol. The CGOC even
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b d CAMP BUCCA, Iraq — Staff Sgt. Rory

- “Sturm and Airman Kevin Perez Glazer were
P * presented Purple Hearts in a ceremony here
Nov. 14 for injuries sustained when an im-
provised explosive device ripped through

their Humvee.
While receiving the medals is a memo-

2 rable event, both members of the 586th Ex-
peditionary Security Forces Squadron Area
Security Operations team, said the night of
the explosion is the one they’ll never forget.
e evening of Oct. 16, Sergeant Sturm
was the truck commander and Airman Perez
Glazer was the driver on patrol near Safwan,
Iraq. As their vehicle approached an overpass
' there was a loud bang and bright flash.

“I thought whoa, what was that,” said
irman Perez Glazer, who is deployed from
Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany. “I knew
- some of the tires popped (turns out they all
had) but I also knew I had to get us out of
~ there.”

Airman Perez Glazer drove another 150
s or so then provided security for the
led vehicle while Sergeant Sturm per-
med buddy care on their gunner, Airman
1st Class Brandon Byers. Once one of the
~ unit’s Combat Life Savers, Staff Sgt. Jason

:- Kidd took over caring for Airman Byers, Ser-
w “geant Sturm manned the M2 .50 caliber and
started scanning for an attack or the trigger-
man, but the area was clear.

“Our team worked flawlessly,” said Ser-
geant Sturm, who is deployed from Chey-
enne Mountain Air Station, Colo. “We just
happened to be the ones hit, but we’re here

(’. ) * Photos and story by Capt. Jeff Clark
V 6 AEW Public Affairs
-\u ~ :i * L ‘ ~—

Loudy pecause uIe ouler venicies 1 our wedii,
Sergeant Kidd and an Army medic responded
so quickly.”

Both Airmen agree the unknown Private
First Class was “on point” and deserves rec-
ognition and credit for the role he played.

“I think he (Army medic) saved Airman
Byers’ life,” Airman Perez Glazer said. “He
was just so calm and fast. I wish I knew his
name so I could thank him.”

Once Airman Byers, who was deployed
from Nellis Air Force Base, Las Vegas, was
medivaced and the adrenaline stopped pump-
ing through them, both Sergeant Sturm and
Airman Perez Glazer realized they’d been
injured as well.

“I was checked out and told to get my gear
off,” Airman Perez Glazer said. “They said
I’d been hit with shrapnel in the back.”

To ensure there weren’t other injuries or
any psychological damage inflicted on the
Airmen, they were relieved from any patrol
duties for a few days, but both say they were
eager to get back “outside the wire.”

At the medal ceremony, 386th Air Expe-
ditionary Wing Commander Paul Curlett rec-
ognized their courage and sacrifice.

“They volunteered to step forward and
defend their country in its hour of need,”
Colonel Curlett said, “Now they will join the
honored company of well over half a million
Purple Heart recipients alive today, who all
served and who all sacrificed in the name of
something higher than themselves.”

“It is a profound honor for me to thank
each of you, and your families, for your ser-
vice, your sacrifice, your dedication, your

courage and your commitment.”
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