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Israeli Air Force F-15I aircraft ready for the start.
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Familiarization Program  
faces challenges of the Force
Text and photos Capt. Jolene Ortiona

From 12-15 October, 
approximately 40 members 
from Force Command, the E-3A 
Component, NAPMA and NAPMO/
BOD and the E-3D and E-3F 
Component had the pleasure 
of a whirlwind tour during the 
Force Familiarization Program. 
The Program is designed for new 
personnel posted to the Force to 
gather a better understanding of 
the challenges the Force is facing. 
It also provides an opportunity for 
members across the spectrum of the 
Force to meet and exchange ideas.

This year, Lt. Col. Ger 
Wagtelenberg and SMSgt. Tom 
Fawaz, Force Command, were the 
directing staff for the tour, which 
began on Sunday 11 October with 
the arrival of the out-of-town guests 
to Geilenkirchen. 

Monday, 12 October was spent at 
the Component with briefings from 
Force Command and Component 
leadership. The tour members also 
had a tour of the aircraft and a tour 
of the flight simulator

	
Whirlwind tour is not an 

exaggeration as Tuesday included a 

trip to FOB Aktion, Greece complete 
with a tour and briefings and then 
flying on to FOB Trapani, Italy. 
Wednesday was the busiest day 
because it included breakfast in 
Trapani, Italy, lunch in Avord, France 
and finally the tour arrived  
at Waddington, UK for dinner.

	
The tour was well-organized 
and every place welcomed the 

tour members with kindness and 
hospitality. 

The tour was the perfect forum to 
build the relation-ships needed for 
interoperability between managing 
members of the Force.

Members of the Force Familiarization Program were greeted with great food and hospitality 
at every location.  A traditional meal of fish and chips was served in Waddington.

The members of the tour posed with FOB Trapani’s leadership.

The flight crew safely 
delivered the group to  

all its destinations.

The tour members 
were always happy 
to disembark the 
aircraft because 
it meant a new 
location and new 
delicacies.
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By SMSgt. Johan Hijmenberg

For many people in other parts 
of Europe, Luxembourg is best 
known for its radio and television 
stations of the RTL Group, the 
largest TV, radio and Production 
Company. It is also the uplink 
home of SES Astra, the carrier of 
major European satellite services 
for Germany and Britain. The 
Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, 
a constitutional monarchy, is 
an independent sovereign state 
ruled by a Grand Duke, located 
between Belgium, France and 
Germany. The country is 84 km 
long and 52 km wide and hereby 
it is one of the smallest countries 
in Europe.

The written history of Luxembourg 
starts in the year 963, when Siegfried, 
Count of the Ardennes, and founder 
of the Luxembourg Dynasty, had a 
castle built on the territory of the 
present-day capital of Luxembourg. 
This castle was the origin of the 
establishment of a town, which later 
was to develop into a formidable 
fortress, known by the name of 
‘Gibraltar of the North’. 

At its height, the fortress 
was girdled by three ring walls 
studded with 24 forts, and linked 
underground by a 23- kilometer 
network of casemates. In 1994, 
Luxembourg City was added to the 
UNESCO World Heritage list. Also 
it was the first city to be named 

European Capital of Culture twice, 
the first time in 1995 and the second 
time in 2007. 

“Especially the Petrus Valley (Petrus 
Tal) is a feast for the eyes,” said 
Mr. Christian Lentz, who works for 
(TCA) contract company Cargolux 
and is one of the few residents of 
Luxembourg working on base. “From 
the valley you have a splendid view 

on the fortress and of hiking trails 
and old gardens. The town itself 
has old pubs and restaurants and is 
certainly worth a visit.”

When Count Siegfried built his 
castle he didn’t know that his home 
was to become the cradle of one of 
the smallest, yet one of the richest 
countries in the world. The industrial 
sector, which was dominated until 
the 1960s by steel, has diversified to 
include chemicals, rubber, and pother 
products. In the past few decades, 
growth in the financial sector has 
more than compensated for the 
decline in steel. Services, especially 
banking and other financial exports, 
account for the majority of economic 
output. 

Luxembourg’s contribution to 
its defence and to NATO consists 
of a small army, not even 1,000 
people. As a landlocked country, it 
has no navy, and it has no air force. 
Despite that, it’s a full member of 
the E-3A Component. The country 
‘rescued’ the Component in the 
early eighties. The international 
regulations governing military air 
traffic stipulate that all military 
aircraft must bear national makings 
and be registered in a country. So, it 
was impossible to use NATO insignia 
to register the Component’s aircraft. 

Notwithstanding the fact that 
Luxembourg doesn’t have its own air 
force it offered to register the aircraft 
and that is why the Luxembourg 
Lion adorns the tails of the E-3A and 
Trainer Cargo Aircraft. 

The country is divided into two 
clearly defined regions. The ‘Oesling’ 
in the north, which is part of the 
Ardennes, on the western rim of 
the Eifel, and covers one-third of 
the territory. It is a wooded country 
of great scenic beauty. The ‘Good 
Country’ in the centre and the 
south, covering the remainder of the 
territory, is mainly rolling farmland 
and woods. It’s bordered in the east 
by the wine-producing valley of the 
Moselle, and in the extreme south-
west by a narrow strip of red earth 
which forms the Luxembourg iron-
ore basin.

“Luxembourg is a small peaceful 
island in Europe,” said Lentz, 
who after 22 years in Germany  
is still proud of his country of 
birth.

Small and beautiful Bourscheid Castle.     Photo Serge Moes

Müllerthal: The ‘Schiessentümpel’ 
waterfall in the ‘little Switzerland 
area’ of Luxembourg.

Photo Marc Theis

Luxembourg by night.

Photos © Luxembourg Tourist Office – London. 
Used with kind permission.



Experience the Fascination of a Mobile World

BMW. MINI. Land Rover. Opel. Renault. Dacia. Motorbike. Car rental. Emotions.
Insurance. Harley-Davidson. Events. Kohlibri gastronomy. Offroad tracks.
Tuning. Clothing. Infotainment. B&O. Accessories. Service. Fun. Lifestyle. 
Premium Quality.

KOHL automobile GmbH · Heinsberg Branch
Industriestrasse 53 · 52525 Heinsberg  
Tel. 0 24 52 / 91 35 0 · Fax 0 24 52 / 91 35 40 ·  info@kohl.de

www.kohl.de 
 
 

Beyond the standard

To place an advertisement in

                              contact

Skywatch is the only authorized  
NATO AWACS Base Newspaper.

Hub Durlinger media
Phone  +31 (0)46 4529292
Mobile +31 (0)6 54726473
hub@durlingermedia.nl

Steegh
Insurance

For all your insurance needs
Concessionaire of JFC HQ Brunssum for the past twentyfive years!

Location: Building H-603, JFC HQ Brunssum, ext. 2492
T +31 (0)45 5262492      E JFC@steegh.nl      W www.steegh.nl (JFC HQ)

Only 9 miles from base and only 
1 mile to the centre of Heinsberg.

Indoor pool, playgrounds and jogging path, 
various shopping facilities and restaurants 
within walking distance.

Fully equipped modern kitchen, washer, 
dryer, SAT-TV, DVD- and CD Player,
free high speed DSL Internet, babybed, 
highchair, toys, backyard, basket-ball.

Free weekly cleaning.

  Gästehaus Cosima
Kuhlertstraße 71

D-52525 Heinsberg-Schafhausen
            Tel.: +49 (0) 2452-930600  •  Fax: +49 (0) 2452-930700

  www.gaestehauscosima.de  •  gaestehauscosima@t-online.de

  Gästehaus Cosima

Enjoy your transition in this 
independent guesthouse.

Cosima’s Lodge

For further information or reservations 
please contact  Mrs. Cosima Gödde at: 

Cosima’s Lodge

First Sunday in every month:    brunch
6 December & 3 January    with Italian buffet

1130 - 1500  hours

Please make a reservation in advance

FaFamily Loettel  -  Landstrasse 6  -  Selfkant-Wehr
Phone +49 (0)2456 509855

www.ristorante-lastrada.de
Open Tuesday - Saturday 1700-2300 hours (kitchen till 2200 hours)

Sunday 1130-2200 hours   -   Closed on Monday

www.ambridge.nl

AuthorizedmerchantTAX FREEshopping

Authorized



6 NATO Skywatch 6 November 2009

By Maj. Kirk Stahlbaum

In the beginning of October, the 
Tactical Leadership Programme 
(TLP) in Spain officially stood up 
at Albacete Airbase. More than 
100 officials from the ten NATO 
nations participating in TLP 
were on hand for the opening 
ceremony, which was hosted by 
the Spanish Air Force. The guest 
speaker was the Spanish Air 
Force Chief of Staff, General  
Jose Jimenez-Ruiz.

TLP’s primary mission is to train 
mission commanders who, in a span 
of a few hours, organize, plan, and 
execute air operations involving 
multiple military aircraft and aircrew. 
The 15-sortie flying course syllabus 
includes offensive air operations, 
close air support, air interdiction,  
and combat search and rescue.	

The Tactical Leadership 
Programme originally started at 
Furstenfeldbrueck AB Germany 
in 1978. A year-and-a-half later it 
moved to Jever AB where it remained 
until 1988. The program then moved 
to its most recent home at Florennes 
AB Belgium where it trained NATO 
personnel for the last 20 years. 
For more than 30 years the TLP 
has trained thousands of aircrew, 
many of whom have participated in 

multiple combat actions around the 
world since the mid-1980s. Alumni 
include numerous general officers in 
the various NATO air forces as well as 
combatant commanders.

General Jiminez stated in his 
opening remarks, “Albacete will be 
the focal point in Europe for our 
warfighters to stimulate change and 
to enhance the tactical capabilities 
of our air forces.” While focusing 
on the recent completion of the 21 
million euro TLP complex, complete 
with new hangar and dormitories 
for 500-plus visiting students and 
support personnel, General Jiminez 

concluded, “Our aim is learning 
how to work together in the most 
effective and efficient manner, giving 
our pilots and aircrews the tools to 
win wars, the tools to keep our air 
forces as relevant in the future as 
they have been in the past.”

In addition to the six 4-week flying 
courses conducted annually, TLP 
performs on average 15 academic 
courses ranging from Electronic 
Warfare and Composite Air 
Operations, to Air Defense Systems, 
Personnel Recovery, and Air-Land 
Integration. One course a year is 
held for members of the Partnership 

for Peace, eagerly seeking to include 
basic NATO functions to their 
emerging joint capabilities.

	
The first flying course for TLP Spain 

is scheduled from 9 November to 
4 December 2009, and will include 
participants from the NATO E-3A 
Component at Geilenkirchen who 
will perform support for both blue 
and red forces, as well as act as a 
white force to enhance training goals 
and objectives. 

For more information about 
participating in both flying and 
academic courses, visit the new  
TLP webpage at: www.tlp-info.org.

The Tactical Leadership Programme opens in Spain

Since 1 October Albacete Air Base, Spain is the focal point in Europe  
to train mission commanders.           Photo courtesy Maj. Kirk Stahlbaum

Services Squadron’s Sentry Club 
pizzas are famous! At the start of the 
serving line you will see a wooden 
plate indicating, “We are making 
the world’s best pizzas” and in small 
letters “and we are the judges”. But 
it really is true - this Italian national 
dish is one of the most ordered items 
on the menu. Due to the enormous 
usage, the old pizza oven broke down 
just a few days ago.

“As we did not want to disappoint 
our customers, we had to work fast 
and replace the oven. Luckily, our 
Procurement Office found a supplier, 
who could deliver the new oven in 

almost no time,” said Mr. Helmut 
Tellers, the Sentry Club Manager. 
“Now - with the help of soldiers from 
the German Support Unit - the ‘brand 
new toy’ is in place and working. We 
would like to thank our customers for 
their support by offering as special 
discount in the coming week. If you 
present the attached voucher when 
buying a pizza, you will receive a free 
‘Spirit of Georgia’ soft drink on top.

Also, for your further information, 
the delicious Lindt Fioretto chocolate 
pralines are now back in stock for the 
Christmas period. The 850gr bag is 
on offer for just €6 in all MWA Clubs. 

New Pizza Oven at Sentry Club!

Wednesday, 25 November 1630 to 2100 at the IDH. The dinner is open 
to all Component ID cardholders plus two guests. Tickets will be on 
sale until 13 November at the IDH from 1100 to 1300. Tickets must be 
purchased in advance. Ticket prices as follows: Adults €9; children 3-12 
€6; children under 2 free. White/red wine €3 (large), €1,50 (small). There 
will be five 45-minutes interval-eating times from which to choose. Eating 
times are: 1630-1715, 1715-1800, 1800-1945, 1845-1930 and 1930-2015. 

For more information, please contact the Food Services Branch at  
ext. 4935 or 4930.

International Dining Hall 
Thanksgiving Meal

Photo PAO archive
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Decimomannu, known as ‘Deci’, 
on the sunny Mediterranean island 
of Sardinia is well known for its 
European fighter community and 
outstanding air combat training 
facilities. STAREX (Sardinia Tactical Air 
Ranges Exercise) 2009 was the place 
to be for a spectacular air defence 
exercise with command and control 
provided by a NATO E-3A, manned 
with crews from the Training Wing.

The exercise was hosted by the 
Italian Air Force and included 5 F-15I 
Eagles and 5 F-16I Sufas from the 
Israeli Air Force (IAF). The Italian Air 
Force contributed with 10 F-16s,  
10 Tornados, 6 AMXs and 4 AV-8s 
from the aircraft carrier Garibaldi 
and Eurofighter aircraft flying daily 
sorties out of Grosseto, which is 
situated in Tuscany on the mainland 
of Italy. In total more than 40 fighters 
turned and burned for two weeks, 
using all methods of advanced air 
warfare tactics. 

Training Wing Exercise Director 
Major Sergio Manfre deployed 82 
crewmembers, split into 2 crews, 
Advon and maintenance personnel  

to Sardinia. As Deployment 
Commander for this exercise many 
times, I believe this year’s exercise 
once again offered spectacular 
training only two flying hours from 
our home base. A huge ‘over-water’ 
Air Combat Manoeuvring Installation 
(ACMI) around the island offers 
unique training possibilities with 
far fewer restrictions than Central 
Europe. In Sardinia it is possible to 
drop chaff and flares, fly supersonic 
and use Electronic Counter Measures 
Jamming pods. Flying days were 
divided into 3 periods. Morning 
and noon events were normally 
Combined Air Operations (COMAO) 
– a large scale exercise – with an 
average of 30 participating aircraft 
each. Afternoons were reserved for 
Air Combat training.

Aircraft Commanders Maj. Andrea 
Franceschinis and Capt. Willem 
Hadders piloted the first week’s 
A-Crew. They launched every day 
shortly before lunch to cover the 2nd 
COMAO event. Final mission details 
were received via radio from Lt. Col. 
Fabio Militello while the E-3A was 
airborne. Weapons Controllers built 
dynamic mission scenarios and tactics 
‘on the fly’. Fighter Allocator Capt. 
Juan Vazquez Moreira designated the 
flights to his two Controllers: Capt. 
Yadira Greeson took the Red Air Migs, 
simulated by Italian F-16s, in the 
northern part of the training area, 
and SMSgt. Kris Wouters, controlling 
the blue force, took the attacking 
F-15s and F-16s into the southern 
tip of the STAREX airspace. All Israeli 
fighters are equipped with a helmet-
mounted aiming vision system, 
the Elbit Dash System, which is 
worldwide the best. It allows the pilot 
to visually follow the target and 

release the Python missile that is so 
agile that it will kill any airplane in any 
situation. The true motto of the Israeli 
pilots is “...you kill what you see.”

Only 10 minutes after takeoff from 
Deci the fighters, with call signs like 
Sniper, Hammer, Stingray or Arrow, 
were ready for their 60-minute area 
time and started the engagement 
scenarios. With good planned tactics 
and excellent defensive directions 
given by Tactical Director Maj. Ignacio 
‘Nacho’ Lanzat the blue F-16 force 
were able to defend us against the 
attacking fighters from Israel, which 
tried to attack our aircraft, call sign 
‘Magic’. Initially they claimed hits on 
us. However, after each mission an 
intensive debrief with video analysis 
and voice recorder replay assessed 
the capabilities of the flying and 
controlling crew and in the above-
mentioned event it turned out that 
the claimed hits on us were invalid 
shots. So the AWACS crew and the 
defending Italian F-16 pilots left the 
ACMI building to go for a ‘victory’ 
Espresso.

An unusual sight for European 
jet jockeys was the long hair of 
the Israeli reserve pilots. In civil 
life they have occupations such as 
computer engineers or students and 
fly normally only once per week. 
Sometimes up to 70% of a squadron’s 
personnel are reservists but their 
performance was still outstanding. 
The IAF officially claims that it has 
never lost a fighter in direct air-to-air 
combat. “This underlines the great 
achievements of Israeli training,” 
said Maj. Joshua K., an experienced 
instructor F-15I pilot. Every day they 
launched all their scheduled sorties 
without a single abort resulting 
from technical causes. There is no 
doubt that the IAF today is arguably 
the world’s best-trained and most 
capable air arm. 

Controlling, pre- and debriefing, 
and arguing face to face with these 
experts from Israel and Italy was 
an absolute highlight for every 
participating aircrew member. 
The entire exercise was a fantastic 
experience for the two NATO E-3A 
crews.

The events described above 
continued over the two weeks and a 
significant improvement in combat 
tactics was noted. Training Wing is 
already hoping that NATO AWACS will 
be back in Sardinia next year and is 
looking forward to the next STAREX.

This helicopter landed 
at Geilenkirchen 

Air Base

Do you know 
what it is?

SEE PAGE 14

The Airbus A300 (B4 Cargo), which landed on 22 
July at NATO Air Base Geilenkirchen, is a short- 
to medium range widebody aircraft, which is a 
large airliner with two passengers aisles, also 
known as a twin-aisle aircraft. It’s the world’s 
first twin-engine widebody and, launched in 
1972, the first product of the Airbus consortium 
of European aerospace companies, wholly owned 
to day by EADS.

Airbus Industry was formally set up in 1970 
following an agreement between Aérospatiale 
(France), the antecedents to Deutsche Aerospace 
(Germany). They were to be joined by the 
Spanish CASA in 1971. Each company would 
deliver its sections as fully equipped, 
ready-to-fly items.

In 1972 the A300 made its maiden flight. The 
first production model, the A300 B2, entered 
service in 1974. Initially the success of the 
consortium was poor, but by 1979 there were 81 
aircraft in service. It was the launch of the A320 
in 1981 that established Airbus as a major player 
in the aircraft market.

The A300 B4 was the major production version and 
features a centre fuel tank for increased fuel 
capacity. Production of the B2 and B4 totalled 248.

Photo Amn David Pohl

Collective soul 
playing at JFC 
HQ Brunssum

The JFC Community Activities 
Section (CAS) is extremely proud to 
announce that Collective Soul will be 
the next performer in our NATO 60th 
Anniversary concert series. Collective 
Soul is one of the most successful 
rock bands of the last two decades 
and they continue to enjoy major 
commercial popularity on alternative 
and mainstream rock radio.

They have scored 4 platinum 
albums and 7 #1 singles, in the USA, 
with standout songs like ‘Shine’, 
‘December’, ‘The World I Know’ and 
others.

This FREE powerhouse show will 
be held in the JFC Alliance Theatre, 
on Tuesday, 17 November at 1930. 
ALL JFC, NATO, USAG Schinnen and 
Geilenkirchen Airbase personnel are 
welcome, so bring your friends for 
an unforgettable night of LIVE music 
and FUN!

The venue’s maximum occupancy 
is 350 people. Large crowds and 
limited parking are expected in the 
area so personnel are advised to 
arrive early. Doors will open at 1830 
and CAS will have great snacks and 
beverages for sale at the show site. 
For more information please contact 
CAS at 0031 (0)45-526-2626.

International 
Youth 
Activities

Registration and further 
information at the IYA Office  
in Bldg 95, ext. 4955.

Basketball season
The IYA Basketball season for 

international boys and girls between 
6 and 15 years is coming up. Children 
and teenagers of all nationalities 
are invited to learn and play this 
sport together in our international 
community. The season - full 
of fun filled and exciting games 
and tournaments - will run from 
December to February. Fee for the 
season: €27 per player. Registration 
from 2 to 27 November. 

Text and photos  
Lt. Col. Raimond Schulz

Top Gun over the Mediterranean: 
Israeli fighters attack NATO AWACS 
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JFC HQ Alliance 
Theatre presents

The theatre is located in Building  #406, 
JFC HQ Brunssum, the Netherlands. 
Doors open 30 minutes prior to film 

start. Admission for 
adults is €4, 

and for 
children 
(11 and 
under)  

is €2. 

Gamer (R)
Friday, 6 November, 1930
Gerard Butler,  
John Leguizamo

G-Force (PG)
Saturday, 7 November, 
1600
Nicholas Cage,  
Penelope Cruz

The Final Destination 
(R)
Saturday, 7 November, 
1900
Bobby Campo,  
Shantel Van Santen

Inglorious Bastards 
(R)
Friday, 13 November, 
1930
Brad Pitt, 
Melanie Laurent

Aliens In The Attic 
(PG)
Saturday, 14 November, 
1600
Ashley Tisdale,  
Robert Hoffman

Julie & Julia (PG-13)
Saturday, 14 November, 
1900
Meryl Streep,  
Amy Adams

Extract (R)
Friday, 20 November, 
1930
Jason Bateman,  
Mila KunisThe flight is done; the E-3A crewmembers  

on their way to the ACMI debriefing.

Aircraft Commander Maj. Andrea Franceschinis explains 
the First Pilot the area east of Sardinia.

Italian F-16 on take-off.

Top Gun over the Mediterranean: 
Israeli fighters attack NATO AWACS 



SnowWorld Landgraaf
Witte Wereld 1
NL- 6372 VG Landgraaf
T : + 31 (0)45 54 70 700 

WINTER SPORTS  |  HOTEL  |  FITNESS  |  WELLNESS & BEAUTY  |  PARTY LOCATION  |  MEETINGS
RESTAURANTS  |  APRÈS-SKI  |  OUTDOOR SPORTS  |  EVENTS

SnowWorld Landgraaf
The world’s largest indoor winter sports resort

5 PISTES - FIS FUNPARK - 8 LIFTS
6-SEATER CHAIR LIFT - ALMHÜTTE ON THE PISTE

OPENED 365 DAYS A YEAR

INFORMATION & SPECIALS, SNOWWORLD.COM

November
Special

- 2 hours slope access excl. gear rental

- Bread with garlic butter

- Calf ribeye with red wine sauce

- Potatoes and season vegatables

 
Now only € 33,50 p.p.

SWL 230x330 okt NSW.indd   1 20-10-09   17:24



•Every 2nd & 4th Sunday from 9:00 -
10:00 @ Volkel, Zeelandsedijk # 11, 
The Netherlands

•Every Sunday from 13:00 & every 
Wednesday 18:30 @ Treebeek, 
Horizonstraat #73, The Netherlands

For more information:                     
Call: 0031-455234818                      
Fax: 0031-455234819                         
E-mail: cphop@yahoo.com

Christian Powerhouse of Prayer
One Church Two Locations

• Men’s Ministry • Choir • Dance Ministry • Children’s Church • Usher Ministry • 
• Mime Ministry • Teens Ministry • Hospitality Ministry • Women’s Ministry • 

• Audio-Visual Ministry • Nursery • Marriage & Singles Ministry •

Yo u r  c h u rc h  a w a y  f ro m  h o m e !

Pastor Peter D. & 
V. Frances Nunn

satellite

   DISCOUNT COUPON  valid on a

total treatment

of euro 125,-

� your car is being hand-washed with wax shampoo for only € 12,-

� car cleaning

� Permagard protective coating

� dent removal without repainting

� spot repair

�

��

�
of 

€ 20.00

Heerlen   •   Breukerweg 195   •   Heerlen   •   +31 (0)45 - 522 59 00

for your total car cleaning

Call 02451 2983

Culpeck Insurance Broker GmbH

Haihoverstrasse 11
    D- 52511 Geilenkirchen

    Email: geilenkirchen@culpeck.com
Web: www. culpeck.com

We proudly introduce and welcome ALL NATIONALITIES.

DAY C A R E

Animal Hotel Abdissenbosch
For 30 years the address where your pet feels at home

New cat-place where your cat can move freely. Roomy outside place,  
playgrounds, central heated. Grooming salon,  

also Do-It-Yourself wash salon for pets.

Opening hours: Monday-Saturday 08:00-12:00 and 16:00-19:00 hrs.
Sundays and holidays closed for bringing in or picking-up.

Vogelzankweg 230 • NL-6374 AN Landgraaf • phone +31 (0)45 5317217
www.dierenhotelabdissenbosch.nl (also in English)

LIVE IN STYLE.. .

How to find us:  

From Geilenkirchen/Brunssum  

take the motorway E314 direction 

Antwerpes, exit Maasmechelen  

or from Aachen over the Holland 

border direction Antwerpes, 

1200-m after the Belgium custom, 

exit Maasmechelen.

Rijksweg 477 • 3630 Maasmechelen

BELGIUM • Tel. +32 (0)89 76 19 
23

 

A  
large 

variety 
of clocks 

  at the 

 best
 price!

...with our selected collection of 
solid Belgian style and oak furniture.
Please come and see 
for yourself!

• Bedrooms

• Occasional furniture

• Suites

• Clocks

• Wall units

• Lamps

• Dining room corner units
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By CMSgt. Uli Ponssen

On Saturday, 12 September the 
‘Bodensee Radmarathon’, which 
is a challenging bicycle marathon, 
took place in southern Germany. 
Five Component members, CMSgt. 
Uli Ponssen, SMSgt. Rene Lerche, 
MSgt. Preben Andersen, Johan van 
Raemdock (our coach and organizer) 
and Mike Borchers participated in 
this bicycle marathon.

The circuit around the lake is about 
220 km long. Due to the unique 
location of the Bodensee it took the 
participants through three different 
countries: Germany, Austria and 
Switzerland.

For the Component members the 
marathon started in Meersburg, 
Germany north of the lake. Near 

Bregenz they had to cross the border 
to Austria. After about 40 km the 
tour went on through Switzerland 
for approximately 75 km until they 
reached the historical city of Stein am 
Rhein. Back in Germany for another 
30km in a hilly area they arrived at 
a car ferry, which took the cyclists 
back to Meersburg. Upon arrival in 
Meersburg there was final challenge 
waiting for the team. A steep hill 
was in front for the last 2 km before 
reaching the finish.

For the whole period of the ride 
the team stayed together and they all 
finished the marathon successfully. 
It took the team 7 hours and 40 
minutes to get around the lake in 
perfect weather conditions. A special 
thanks to Johan who had the brilliant 
idea for participating in such an 
event.

Component members successful in Bodensee-Radmarathon

The Bodensee challenge is taken, (from left to right) SMSgt. Rene 
Lerche, MSgt. Preben Andersen, CMSgt. Uli Ponssen, Mike Borchers 
and Johan van Raemdonck.                Photo courtesy CMSgt. Uli Ponssen

Text and photo Amn David Pohl

Children from the Geilenkirchen Elementary School visited several 
locations around the base on 23 October in order to celebrate 
Halloween. Halloween actually takes place in the night from  
31 October to 1 November (All Saint’s Day). Emigrants from Ireland 
brought this custom to America at the end of the 19th Century.  
Its earlier name was ‘All Hallows Evening’.

Trick-or-treating is a customary celebration for children on 
Halloween. They go in costume from house to house, asking for 
treats such as candy or sometimes money, with the question, “Trick 
or treat?” The word ‘trick’ refers to a - mostly idle - threat to perform 
mischief on the homeowners or their property if no treat is given. 

This year more than 160 kids enjoyed the Trick-or-Treating-parade. 
Many organizations participated and provided the youngsters an 
enjoyable day, like Squadron 3, which not just handed out candy, 
but creepily decorated their hallway into a haunted attraction with 
tombs, cobwebs, mysterious music and a lot of fog.

The costumes of the children were more than diversified: Not just 
Spider-Man, the Masterchief (from the videogame ‘Halo’), devils and 
wasps were seen as well as magicians and witches, even a clown and  
a princess could be located.

Trick Or Treat Europe’s best holiday shopping 
comes to the Tri-Border region on 
Friday, 20 (1000-1800), Saturday,  
21 (1000-1800) and Sunday,  
22 (1000-1600) November.

28+ Vendors from wine, cheese, 
pottery, rugs, artwork, jewellery, 

furniture, tapestries, bar accessories, 
and other great gifts will be at NATO 
Air Base, Geilenkirchen, Hangar 4. All 
NATO ID card holders are welcome 
and… Euros will be accepted!

For more information please call 
Rhonda L. Perez at 0049 (0)2451 99 
3384.

Foggy Fields Bazaar

Christmas Fair
On Saturday, 14 November from 1100-1500 at the AFNORTH 

International School an extensive range of vendors will be around at 
the Christmas Fair. Besides a grand draw, there will be games, arts and 
crafts, face painting and much more will be organized. Of course Santa 
will be around as well. Admission is €2 per adult; children are free. 
Military ID or passport is required.

Photo PAO archive



'r ou  i a tWe e y r English speak ng ssis ance 

v e nd o k eser ic  a  netw r  for ev ryday life!

MOVING WITHIN
GERMANY

LEAVING
GERMANY

EASY IT TOOLBOX

MOVING TO
GERMANY

MOVING WITHIN
GERMANY

LEAVING
GERMANY

EASY IT TOOLBOX

MOVING TO
GERMANY

All our guests receive a

on selected MidThinker’s servi

ce
s!

10% Discount*

Welcome to Karin’s Guesthouse
Everything you need during a hectic transition!

All guesthouses are fully equipped with 
modern appliances such as:

Complete kitchen with dishwasher & oven 
Microwave & fridge-freezer - washer & dryer
Free English speaking satellite SKY TV
Multi regional DVD player - own telephone
Free high speed Internet connection
Baby cot & nappy changing facility
BBQ & patio with garden - free parking
Pets are always welcome!
Credit Card & VAT Form accepted

For more information or reservation call:
+49 (0)2451-72015 or +49 (0)178 414 0855
or visit us at www.karins-guesthouse.com

For more information 
call: +49 (0)2451-9124006 
or visit www.midthinkers.com

VAT
FORM

An authentic dinner in a modern, 
elegant Greek ambience

In down town Heerlen you find now the Greek restaurant El Greco. 
Located behind the church at the Pancratiusplein 39, you enter modern 
Greece. No surplus of plastic grape clusters or the obligatory blue-and-
white interior.  

At El Greco you taste the traditional Greek cuisine with-
in a contemporary design. 
Having dinner at the Greek restaurant puts you to a higher level at 
El Greco. El Greco sets a new norm to style and ambiance.

The ambiance reflects modern Greece, but the cuisine 
is completely authentic. The diverse menu is like a 
poem to connoisseurs and lovers. 
Everyone can find something of his or her choice on the menu. All 
products are of top quality. The close team of El Greco continuously 
works at a high level. From the kitchen to the table, it is pure pleasure.
However, the price of the offered products is completely reasonable. 
That is why El Greco is the perfect address not only for a family dinner, 
but also for your friends, for a delicious Greek night out.

You will certainly experience the authentic Greek cosiness during 
one of our Greek nights with live music, dance and excellent food 
and drinks.

RESTAURANT

THE REAL GREEK CUISINE

Those who would like to pre-taste the 
wonderful cuisine of El Greco, can already 
visit our website www.elgreco-heerlen.nl

Pancratiusplein 30, 6144 JZ Heerlen
Phone: +31 (0)45 574 206 96
www.elgreco-heerlen.nl

Opening hours: Mon to Sat 1600-2400 hrs
Sun and Holidays 1300-2400 hrs
Kitchen open until 2230 hrs

As an introduction: 

5 EURO DISCOUNT 
on your bill / 1 coupon per 2 persons

Your car, our care 

Melchiorstraat 5, 6461 HZ Kerkrade 
(t) +31 (0)45-5452865    

kerkrade@care-schadeservice.nl 
(f) +31 (0)45-5455978 

Your car body repair shop www.care-schadeservice.nl 

Workshop & spare parts: Bernd Schüller
schueller@autohaus-conen.de – Phone +49 (0)2452 9510 16

Sell: Waldemar Bader – bader@autohaus-conen.de – Phone +49 (0)2452 9510 13
Fax +49 (0)2452 9510 20 – www.autohaus-conen.de – English spoken

Authorized Honda partner, Acura and Citroën workshop
Large selection of new and used cars

Spare parts (Honda, Acura and Citroën)
Maintenance and services (for US-spec. also)

Body repair and spray paint jobs

Conen GmbH

Erkelenzer Straße 76 - Heinsberg-DremmenTAX
FREE

TAX
FREE

Starting price € 21.419 Starting price € 20.449

Workshop & spare parts: Erik Thönnissen
thoennissen@autohaus-conen.de – Phone +49 (0)2452 9510 18
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The helicopter that touched ground on the ramp in front of 
Hangar 4 at the end of October was a Eurocopter Fennec of 
the Royal Danish Air Force.

The AS550 is a lightweight, multipurpose military helicopter 
manufactured by the Eurocopter Group. Based on the AS350 
Ecureuil and AS355 Ecureuil 2 series, they are named after 
the Fennec Fox. The powerful Turbomeca Arriel 2B turbo-
shaft engine (632 kW) can perform a maximum speed of 
259 km/h/150 knots and passenger capacity is up to 
4 persons. 

The special-varnished copy, which landed here with three 
other Fennecs’, shows that the 12 eurocopters of the Royal 
Danish Air Force have summed up 50,000 flight hours within 
18 years. Also the two small signs, one with reindeer and the 
second with a camel, above the cockpit show that the 
helicopters from the squadron were launched in action from 
the north in Norway to the south in Iraq.

The eurocopter is also being used by the French and 
Ecuadorian Air Force and also the Malaysian and Argentine 
Navy.

Due to a thorough cleaning and high-quality sealing of the hallways 
the New Gym is closed on Saturday, 21 and Sunday, 22 November.Closure of New Gym

By Tony Dale

The E-3A Component International 
Ski Club, also known as NATO Ski 
Club GK, is not only offering it’s 
members discounts at Snow World in 
Landgraaf, NL but also has some very 
good deals on ski and snowboard 
trips to the Ski Amadé in Austria  
with more than 860 kilometres of  
ski pistes and 270 lifts. 

Six days, Sunday to Saturday, 
including accommodation, breakfast 
and dinner, 5 days lift pass, ski or 
snowboard instruction for 5 days  

(4 hrs/day) at all levels plus evening 
entertainment will only cost you 
from €576,50 for an adult in a double 
room, €547,50 for a youth (16-18 
years), €479 for a child (12-15 years) 
and €446 for a child (6-11 years).

For more information visit our 
website www.SkiClub.de or mail to 
Info@SkiClubGK.de

The E-3A International Ski Club is 
open to all personnel affiliated with 
NATO and/or military organizations 
in the tri-border area, including those 
at JFC HQ Brunssum and USAG

Schinnen.

E-3A Component 
International Ski Club

Ed Seaman, a long time member of the NATO Ski Club, ready to go  
down no. 8 in San Cassiano, Italy.      Photo courtesy NATO Ski Club GK

  Deadline Registration: 11 NOVEMBER 2009 
  Tournament Day: WED 18 NOVEMBER 2009 
  Game Times between 10.00—15.00 hrs 

  Different categories: 
  Men Recreational 
  Men Competitive 
  Ladies Open Class 
  Deadline Registration: 25 NOV 2009 
  Tournament : 1 Dec-18 Dec 

 
  Deadline Registration: 8 NOVEMBER 2009 
  Tournament Day: 11 NOVEMBER 2009 
  Place: New Gym   Time: 10.00-14.00 hrs 

    
  New Gym Multi Purpose Room 

Instructor: Bert Hendriks 

E-3A Component 
sports 
events

For more info please call Bert  
Hendriks at ext. 4921 or by  
email bhendriks@e3a.nato.int



Pentagon Car Sales

Im Kreuzgarten 1 A
54529 Spangdahlem
Tel: 06565 93 69 90
E-mail: Sales@PentagonCarSales.com

JOY DOESN’T havE TO
BREaK ThE BaNK.

BMW have introduced their entire range of new 2010 models at prices substantially lower than those offered
in 2009, making BMW’s unrivaled value more affordable than ever. The dynamic 2010 1 Series Coupé is now
available from just $25,670.  For more details on the factory-direct, introductory pricing offered exclusively
to US military members based overseas though the BMW Military Sales Program, drop by a Pentagon Car
Sales showroom near you, or visit us on the web at www.PentagonCarSales.com

BMW MILITaRY SaLES BRINGS JOY.






