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Oak Grove High School stu-
dent Meghan Petersen has made
her mark in Hattiesburg, and now
plans to do the same in college
once she graduates from high
school.

Meghan, the daughter of Col.
Jennifer Peterson and retired Lt.
Col. Dale Petersen, made her col-
lege choice official.  The Oak
Grove Warrior signed a national
letter of intent swimming schol-

arship with the University of
Arkansas Little Rock Trojans.

Meghan will have a full tuition
scholarship to swim for the
UALR Trojans.

“Swimming is a great team and
individual sport,” said Meghan.
“I am really excited about swim-
ming for UALR and taking my
passion for this sport to the next
level.”

Since the age of eight years
old, Meghan has been swimming.
Throughout her commitment and
dedication, Meghan has had a
positive influence on her younger

brother, Chase, who is also swim-
ming.

“Swimming teaches kids how
to prioritize their efforts and set
goals,” said Meghan.

To keep in shape with other
competitors, she swims year
round at the Hattiesburg YMCA
under the leadership of Coach
Steve Panzram.

Even though the Trojans are
not nationally ranked, they have
started their season off by break-
ing three school records during
the opening night. She will join
Holly Myers, who is a native of

Purvis.
Meghan has not only made

waves with the accomplishment
of a swimming scholarship, she
has set the standard in leadership
during her senior year at Oak
Grove High School as the
National Honor Society
President. 

“A leader is one who knows the
way, goes the way and shows the
way,” said Meghan in response to
her leadership challenge as the
NHS president.

Meghan plans to pursue a
degree in engineering while at
UALR. Meghan’s Family and the
Camp Shelby Family wish her all
the best.

By DANA ELISE SMITH
Camp Shelby Public Affairs

Newly commissioned officer, 2nd Lt. Brian
Gibbs, was honored with a pinning ceremony
on Feb. 11 at Camp Shelby Joint Forces
Training Center to shed his rank of sergeant
and proudly wear his new rank of an officer.

There to congratulate him were the post
commander, Col. Steve Parham and the
Director of Information Management, Lt. Col.
Anita Easley. Gibbs’ wife, Erica, had the honor
of pinning on his new rank.

Gibbs addressed his co-workers, Family and
friends after the pinning.

“I want to express gratitude for people who
have led my success. You guys developed me
into what I hoped to become,” said Gibbs.

He is a native of Conroe, Texas and is a
member of B Company, Brigade Special
Troops Battalion, 155th Brigade Combat
Team. He has been mobilized at Camp Shelby
Joint Forces Training Center for nearly seven
years working as a senior systems analyst in
the Directorate of Information Management
section.  

He is responsible for providing internet and
network services to Camp Shelby personnel
and mobilized Soldiers. This includes manag-
ing, maintaining and upgrading Camp
Shelby’s Non-classified Internet Protocol
Router network (NIPR),  Secret Internet
Protocol Router network (SIPR), commercial,
and satellite networks. 

In addition, he works closely with mobiliz-
ing units and training units on specialized
training networks to provide any necessary
training and assistance that they may need for
current and anticipated missions.

Gibbs enlisted in the military 12 years ago
after years of being inspired by military
Families.

“I grew up around military Families and
always had a tremendous respect for my
friends’ parents who were in the military,” said
Gibbs.

Within his career he has earned two military
occupational specialties; Information Systems

Analyst and General Construction Equipment
Operator.  Gibbs has also been deployed over-
seas on both humanitarian and combat mis-
sions. He deployed with B Joint Task Force
Bravo to Honduras to assist in recovery efforts
after Hurricane Mitch in 1998. He later
deployed to Afghanistan in 2003 with 2nd
Battalion, 20th Special Forces Group as a
Systems Analyst. In 2004, he mobilized at
Camp Shelby where he has remained since.

In his spare time, he enjoys golfing with his
Family and co-workers and spending time
with his wife and his 18-month-old daughter,
Aubrie. He is currently pursuing a Bachelor’s
degree in Marketing from the University of
Southern Mississippi. 
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Latasha Williams/CSJFTC PAO NCO
HAPPY FAMILY... 2nd Lt. Brian Gibbs, a senior
systems analyst for CSJFTC directorate of infor-
mation management, stands with his wife, Erica,
and their 18-month-old daughter, Aubrie, after his
pinning ceremony on Feb. 11.
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Sgt. LaWanda Renea Turner
is a native of Natchez and a
member of the 168th Engineer
Battalion, headquarted in
Vicksburg. She is currently
working in the personnel sec-
tion at Camp Shelby Joint
Forces Training Center.  Her
duties are to
ensure that
the mobiliz-
ing and
demobilizing
Soldiers’ doc-
umentation,
such as insur-
ance policies
or emergency
contacts, are
properly updated and
processed.

Turner attributes her influ-
ence to join the military to the
Natchez High School’s
JRROTC program in which
she participated all four years.

“I liked it because it has bet-
ter prepared me for the mili-
tary,” she said.

Turner said that she was cer-

tain that she wanted to make
the military her career and so
far, it has spanned eight years.
She deployed to Afghanistan
in 2008 with the 168th En. Bn,
and returned in November
2009. 

She holds a Military
Occupational Specialty as a
human resources specialist- a
skill that proved useful over-
seas. While deployed, she
served as the human resource
specialist for Soldiers on rest
and recuperation. She was
responsible for the accounta-
bility of the R&R Soldiers.
She also presented R&R brief-
ings for her unit.  In addition,
she processed emergency
leave and passes. Her service
in Afghanistan earned her the
Meritorious Service Medal
and the Combat Action Badge.
Immediately following her
return home, she was mobi-
lized at CSJFTC.

When she is not working,

she enjoys watching television
and spending time with friends
and Family. Most of all, she is
an avid reader. Reading was a
hobby that spurred in her
youth, when she invested into
many book series. She said
that R.L. Stine’s “Fear Street”
book series was one of her
childhood favorites.

“Now, I read a lot of
romance novels, but I’ll read
almost anything if it appears
interesting on the back cover,”
said Turner.

Also in her spare time,
Turner’s attentions are geared
to finishing her college educa-
tion. Every Saturday, she
attends her final class at
Jackson State University in
Jackson. She plans to graduate
on May 7 with a bachelor’s
degree in criminal justice.

She is married to Corey L.
Turner and together they have
a son, Corey, 4, and a daugh-
ter, Kiley, age 2.

Gibbs helps keep CSJFTC online

Turner

Turner is a native of Natchez

Local athlete swims her way to college

Meghan Petersen smiles with her Mom,
Col. Jennifer Petersen the Medical Task
Force commander at Camp Shelby Joint
Forces Training Center, during the scholar-
ship signing at Oak Grove High School.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


