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CPT Joshuad Yarbrough

With everything besivw\ivxg to wind doww So quickly heve, | $ind it

havd to imagine that I'm completing my ninth year of service in ' 4

the Arwu, Resevve, | certa‘m\\, wouldn’t have thought 9 years 390 2553SSin 6 \eads the Wa\j
whewn | enlisted 3as 2 Private First class that | would §ind w\\jse\%
3 captain n Afghanistan commanding 3 company of outstanding
Soldters,

n 2004, | was starting wmy thivd year of college and
looking for divection in my |ife. | Struggled to wmaintain
wy focus n class and needed an opportunity to take 3
break. That break led wme to enlist tw 2004 and veport to
Basic Tvadining i eavrly 2005, From the onset | vealized
that sevvice in the mi\itav\, was the M1iSSing lwnk. £ gave
we Puvrpose and let we feel like | was contributing to
Somethihs \3V9ev than W\\,Se\\:. Theve weve wany S+,VM33|63
of couvse during the challenging nitial entry training
throughout the sumwer of 2005 3t Fort dacksown, South
cavoling.

ASter completing basic and wy advanced individual tradining, |
veported back to the 30znd Minimal cave Detdchment n Bossier City, LA. | fell nto the Human Resouvces SGT billet and continued to wovk
wy way up and attended Golden Medic 2006, My time n the unit taught we 3 lot about diffevent Styles of leadership and | saw a lot of
opPovtunities to improve the organization. | felt like | could give move back to the nstitution that gave me wmy divection and so | applied

Sor 3 Divect commission w Decembevr 2006,

Intevestingly enough, | boavded for both E-5 SGT and 2L T in January 2007, In Febmav\,‘ | was prowmoted to Sevgeant. | had just enough
time to Sow wy Stripes own befove | veceived 3 letter in April Saying that the Secretary of the Defense had approved wy commission. | was
very excited, but | would 3Iso be vemiss i§ | did not think about how different wy Service would become - how wy velationship would change
with those who had been wy peers. | wade the deciSion to dccept and went to §ind 3 §ield svade o§ficer to swear wy 03th of of§ice.

n 2005, while T basic, wmy uncle, then 3 Master Sevgeant (E-7) ™ the Aiv Force wrote we letter telling wme who proud he was that | had
decided to Serve wmy country. He i3 and was one of wmy Primary nfluences to join the wilitdry. That being said, he also quipped towards the
end of his letter, “At least | will always out vank you.” 0f course, 'm very competitive by nature and vemembered this immediately the day |
veceived wiy appointment,

| wmade 3 call to wiy aunt and awav\ged t0 Visit thew 3t Sheppard Aiv Force Base near wichita Falls, TX. we awanged fov we to go to work
with my uncle the next movning and weet his commander to veceive wmy 0ath of office. | certdinly think it was 3 surprise to him when |
went with him i wmy uniform and his commander, stas§, etc. were 3ll theve in the office. | took wy 0dth and then received my fivst salute
$rom wy uncle, | will never f\:ovget that.

Years |ater now, | §ind that wy time 33 dn enlisted Soldier comes back o vemind wie 0§ how talented ouvr youngest Soldiers ave and that
their Potential 1S limitless given the vight wmotivation and divection. This wonth's newsletter is geaved towavds shaving their pevSpective
and | believe that the Sights we learn $vowm our junior wost Soldiers can often be the wost evx\ightemed. They ave the wheels and cogs that
wake the machinery of war function - without them no mission can be dccomplished.

AS we Progress towards our veturn howme, ouv Schedule heve will only become wove hectic and our Soldiers will be busier than ever. From
w3intdining combat operations during the Summer Fighting Season to packing to cledr customs, the days will be long yet wove exciting as
each tick bv'mas us 2 little closer back to our §amilies.

| continue to be very proud of everything we have accomplished 3s a company. our Soldiers continue to be Some of the best in our Task
Fovce and the wmost wotivated gvoup of wen 've had the Privilege of Sevving. until next-wowthIllhope allyis,wellonsthe Home Front and
want you £0 know that you can sleep peaceably knowing your Soldiers continue to “Clear the way!” here in western Afghanistan.
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ILT chvis Scott

The Success of our company 1S divectly velated to the chavacter, execution, and
professiondlism of our juwnior enlisted Soldiers. These Soldievs (Pvi, Pvz, PFc, SPc)
ave the engine that dvives everything we do. They execute the wissions wan the
wedpons opevdte the vehicles, and §1nd the I[EDS. | cannot Say ehough about each
and everyone of thew and how | am amazed each day by their performance. wWith
that understanding | wanted to turn this whole iSSue over to these outstanding
young wen, and let you heav about this de?\o\jmeht Svowm their perspective. You
will not §ind any platoons ov sections, only Soldiers and their unique voices telling

theiv unique stovy.
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family matters

SPc Robert Fryar

The best part of this de?\o\jmewl; has been getting to
weet new people and becoming an Avrmy family away
from howe. When weve 3t howme we did not get 3 lot of
time to get to know edch othev. There weve only 3
Sew dvill weekends and 2 weeks at F+. Leonavd wood
before we wobilized. Being away and Spending months
on end with each other has given we the oppovtunity
to know these guys wove than | would ever have 3
chance too. The addition of vwew faces to the cove
group | have been with over the years has been great. |
consider wyself the §riendly type, and | enjoy making
new friends. Meeting new people on this deployment
has chahsed wy 11§e Sov the better. |t has chamSed wy
culture and wmade it 3 new one by adding diffevent paris
of other people’s culture £o wmine. | think that is the
cool part about people Svom all over the united States
coming together 3s one group. |t wakes you ledvrn move
about places that you have never been. |t 3lso makes
you get out of your little Shell and wmeet thew. The
Shy types have gotten drawwn into the group quick. It
also gave we 3 chance to get to See people at their
Strongest and wedkest. This helps make the family
closer, becduse we are theve to help each other through
the havd times,

| have been helped out by new §riends that have
been thevre whenever | needed thew. | have been gble to
Shave wy joy of waking new friends and wmy overall
enjoyment of |ife and wovk. 've wmatuved 3 lot Since
we left and can thank wy leadership for that. They
have mentored we all the way through this deployment
+0 wiake wie not Ov\\\j better at accom?\ishimg wy
wission but bettevr at being Robert Fryar. For that |
wanted to give thanks to our leadership fov taking the
time out of their day to get to know we and the other
guys. To let us §ind out about them and to shave about
who we are, how our §awilies ave doing, and just
SPending time to hang out. This has wade us not owly
better friends, but 3 stronger Army §amily. | wmust say
| would deploy with this group of people 39ain i§ had
the chance to in the future. That's how close we ave 3s
friends, veally 3 second §awily. This has to be the best
Part of this deployment for we and the sawme for
otherS. | hoPe | to get See this group of Soldiers after
this deployment, and still have that friendship and bond
that we wmade. | will 3lways vemewmbev the best parts of
this deployment with wmy Army §amily,

SGT Jay witt
quns up!

4

SPc cARLOS ORTIZ-MediA vucking like 2 chamyp!
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i'm gonna \AURECK it!

PFC MiCAH HIZELT?

(5JUNEZ0(3 - Being 3 Part of the Field Maintenance
Teaw | have wovrked on every vehicle i our wotov
Pool. | have driven every vehicle that we have been
assismed' 3s well 33 operated 3 few outside the wire.
Theve 1S one that has takewn cave 0§ us and served
our every need. The HMMT 984A4 Wrecker, Hemwit
i the slang we call it, 1S one of our vecovery assets
during wmissions, and it 1S wmy §avorite vehicle in the
fleet. 1t has @ Winch with 3@ 50 ton capacity and a
cvane that can |ift 12 tons. |t has an All wheel §
Wheel Drive and something that we call 3 “Stinger” " 3 ad
on the back. This Stinger 1S 3 triangle like Shape and THE "HEMMIT PROVIDING SHADE ON MISSION
i§ts our broken vehicles up so we can tow them own
the back of the HMMT.

| vemember being on missions and driving of§ the

voad. without 3 doubt the coolest experience ever «
because no wmatter what the tervain, the Hewmit will V& VUW 1nLO ?Ot—hO\es, W\U\d, (AV\ex?ec-bec\

always overcome. We vun tnto pot-holes, wud, d-“l}ches amd HUGE YOC\(S bM‘t ‘bl’\e
{”

unexpected ditches, and HUGE vocks, but the suspension
1S 3 beast! Sowetimes the load on it vanges frowm zevo SMS?ev\SIOV\ | beast
+0 avound 20,000 pounds!!l | know that i§ | maintdin
+his vehicle and take carve of i, it will a\wa\,s take cave 0§ we, The best way | can describe this vehicle is, “When Man and
Machine Becowe ovxe,”
You can wanudlly operate all povtions of the vehicle's vecovery systews: the crane, Stinger, and the winch. Spedking of the
cvane, | have to ddwit it 1S the best part dbout the Wrecker. | remember dreaming a3 a kid dbout qoing to Space and using the
vobotic arm on the shuttle. Although | am not h SPace now... the crane on the wrecker 1S the closest thing you can get, and |
love it! It §olds out of the back of the wrecker kind of Itke 3 Transfovrmer, and it has 3 wmetal cable on it that we use to |ift
vehicles out of ditches. we can §Iip trucks back on their tires i§ they voll over.
The crave 1S dlways one of our best friends during vecovery operations,
J one 0§ our Wreckevs we nicknamed “Mater” because it 15 S0 old and beat
up, kind of like the old beat up tow truck from “cars.” we have put this
S0 rcidiiee ULl o vehicle through 3 lot, yet it never quits. | was in Mater once and the
vehicle started going Sideways down 2 35 degree sSlope. All the tives kept
contdct with the ground and the Tvuck vefused to voll over despite the
extva 7 thousand pounds on top of it. |t fredked we out but it was a
gveat laugh after. This 1S wy §irst deploywment and | have had a blast
wovrking on the Hemmit and every vehicle in our $leet. Hats o$§ to the
984A4 wrecker and all of ouv 3ssets Ehat use te our

1
wmissSions, N




PFc RickY MARKOVICS
we have been vunning 3 lot of wmissions lately, sowme o

thew longer than others. The one we just got 0§ was (5
days long. we've been getting to work with Some new guys
and seeing Some new things. We have been kept pretty busy.
The weather 1S getting hotter, it qot up to (20 degrees |ast
week.

Theve have been quite @ few wewovrable mowments during
this deployment. First of§ getting to interdct with the
locals, learning about their |ifestyle, and cultuve has been
great!. Also, getting to talk to and learn about how the

~ Afghan National Avrwmy (ANA) and the Afghan National Police
' (ANP) work, and also learn about thew as people has been
very rewavrding, Personally | love Meeting soldiers §rom
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diffevent countries, trying their food, and getting to know
y thew has been one of the best parts of being n
ASghanistan. wovking with Marsoc (Marine Special
opevations command) IS the Marine covps version of

Special Fovces, is amazing, those quys are high Speed!
on wmission all kinds of things happen. Sowetimes when we
90 thvough villages the Afghan people Stop us. They have
7eople who wneed wedical attention and our doc, SGT Zach
williams, helps thewm out every time. WHen the day 1s over
and we 3rvive 3t the Forward operating Base (FOB) we
finally get Some time to hang out. Sitting avound with
the vest of the platoon, stvess fvee just joking avound,
talking about §amilies back howme and what we 3ll ave going
to do when we get back, these ave Sowme of wy favorite
wewovries. Guys will bust out 3 1aptop and a lot of us will
watch wovies tosethev.

{ almost forgot a tradition that SPc. Timothy Ledvitt
started! When it is one of our quy's birthday we will
tackle thew and hold thew down and give thew 3 pink belly.
Don't try this at home, ha ha! Ow our |1ast wission our
Platoon Leader, ILT Bennett Adaws, let it Slip that his
bivthday was the day before. When it was time for our pre
wission brie§ we attacked! It took 10 of us to get him
down to the ground, So when we §indlly did he got Pink
bellied... veally good!!! SPc. Taylor Saiz had a bivthday a few
days befove that So we got him too. He tried to keep it 2
Secvet. Owce 3¢3in Happy 3Ist Birthday to (LT Adaws and 3
HaPPy 23vd birthday to SPc Saiz. &lad we ot to celebrate
it with both 0§ you. our time n Afghanistan 1S §lying by
and everyday 1S 3 day closer to going howme. All the Soldievrs
n Fivst Platoown appreciate everyone's support back howe.
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wountdin Pass i western afghanistan

C wes e\j CSSe\j
During our 1ast wissSion, 3@ mission over 3 week long, We Set up our Patrol Base out n the desert. we were tasked with
keePing watch over 3 Stretch of highway-| (the main voad through Afghanistan.) we stayed out theve 3ll day and all night.
Ove day W particuldr will likely Stay in wmiy mewory for 3 long time,
we had just veturned to the desert that aftevnoon from 3 vesupply trip to an allied Forwavrd opevating Base (FOB.) we had
fueled up and eaten 3 hot weal and just |ike that it was back to the desert. we weve needed to 3ssist 3vd Platoon pulling
old and burned out wrecks awdy from the voad. we are Route clearance, its part of the job description. | was tw the HEMTT
(n wiy oPinion the best Series of wheeled vehicle th the Avmy) and the job obviously called for our capabilities. So | and wy
Truck commander (Tc), cPL Amwon, Set out Sor 3 long day of taking out the trash. we followed one of our platoon’s qun
trucks @ handful of kiloweters novth up highway-I. we arvived on Site and linked up with the wrecker teawm §rowm 3vd Platoon
(Shout outs to CPL Scrogging and SPc chatwman!ll) Between the four of us we quickly came up with a Plan: wWrap 3 chain
through the vehicle fvame, attach it to the end of the HEMTT'S wmidin winch, dvop it in low and PuLL!!!
It wovked like @ charm. | bavely even noticed the weight of the vusted and burned out cars and trucks we pulled. cPL Ammon
and | wmoved eight of them all on our own. The desert Stavted to look like 3@ used cav lot consisting of two old b-tons, 3 few
swall civiliagn cars and trucks, @ tanker, and wmost of 3 blown-up HMMWV (humvee.) Buyer bewave those vehicles had been vun
a little vough. Every vehicle had been hit by an IED blast and burned up, wmeaning they dvagged vather than volled across the
divt. we staged all the wrecks §ifty wmeters awady, the highwdy was clear and we called it 3 job well done. we were safe the
entive time thanks to 3 voawing group of Soldiers frowm 3vd Platoon watching our backs, thanks SS& Rostan, SGT Hunsucker
and SPcs Yeager and Graves. Thanks to those quys we didn't need to wovrvy 3t 3ll. With Second taking cave o§ their vehicles
and 3lways spotting the IEDS we ave 3lways successful. ~"haveronly had £o vecover a fewnvehiclessonymissionand £hose that 'l
do ave usually just Stuck. For we getting to Push wy truck to the limit and throw around broken burned out vehicles like
toys was the best.
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oversized, oversharing, over the top

SPc chvistopher overton

overdrive heve. Ov ovevtoc, buttercup, overstuffed
ovdltine, or some other nickname you come up with.
Theve ave other names, but they are not §amily
friendly... Sorvy wmom, This 1S wmy Second deployment
W Afghanistan. The §ivst time | was over heve, |
was 3 vehicle opevator in 3 voute cledvance patvol.
we would go own 30 d3y wmissions that weve vough,
divty, and dangevous. | thought that job was tough,
and it was. This time around | §ind myself working
W the company headquarters. |ts 3 new kind of
tough. Not So wuch dirty ov dangerous, but hectic
and nonstop. | am constantly credting veporis that
vequire hours upow houvs of wovk. | help to
NGNS SNSRI oordinate missions with the Italians, Special Fovces,
and the ¢SSB (quys that haul stuft Soldiers need all
over the place.) So not ownly aw | Planning for our unit, but units all dround Afghanistan. |t gets pretty crdzy in here Svom
time to time. Phones cowmputers vadios, cPL wade wove phones ewails, §acebook (Just being honest) wove vadios, conferences
calls... you get the picture.
Its not 3ll work, work, work. My time n and out of the office gets a3 little wild thanks to ILT Scott. He 1S 3 good §riend of
wmine from our howe unit the 688th MAc. We have done 3 lot of stuf§ together. we are work out buddies, which usually ends
with him Pushing wme until | puke (its Still fun.) we wovked together to Plan 3 1o wile vace heve on Shindand 3t the end of May.
we spent 3 lot of time vegistering People and coming up with ideds to wake the vace better. we had 3 huge turn out and | was

vedlly proud of how it all came togethev.

\§ the two of us ave not n the office working, we are probably at howme in good ‘ol TENT 26!!! Howe of the best 9uys W the
company. We have 3 wovie theater n one of our vooms. Well itS hal§ 3 theater and hal§ cPT Yarbrough's bedvoow. Sowmetimes
its all cPT Yarbrough's bedvoom and he just happens to have @ movie theater in it. We watch wovies, play games, and hang out,
itS our howe. Heck, we even walk around in ouvr vanger panties (google it) just because we can,

ASter Spending So wiuch time with (LT Scott, | have decided | want to become an officer. He has put we under his wing and
tries to Show we how to be 3 great officer. | have ledrned 3 lot from him and | hope when | get back | can go to RoTc and
Pursue commissioning as an officer. Oh, and unofficially he has adopted we 33 his deployment Son. The wain benefit of this
adoption, fvee push ups whenever | want.

AS this deployment comes to an end, | have to S3y it has been 3 pretty good vun. OVERTOC-OUT

4
SPeStepHen DreNNow headed outsSide £he wive
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chicken, pasta, watermelon, an afghan picnic

SPc Tvevor Scott

What's the best mowent of the deployment S0 §3r? Between MWR days with the unit, and days of§ relaxing with wy battle
buddies, to Put 3 Single itew at the top of wy list is difficult to s3y the least. | will, however, 53y that one of wy wove
enjoyable experiences from this de?\o\jmemt has been having the ability to work and learn about the other nations we ave
§ighting dlongside. I've had the pleasure of being able to vest in an Italian base, eat theiv chow, work out in there gym and
overall learn 3 |ittle wmove about theiv culture and the way their wilitary is vun. Every time | eat theve one of the chefs tries
to tedch we a little (talian, but it way take we 3 while to be fluent!

Even though we 3re quests, ov because we ave quests on their base, they've always polite and §riendly, whether it be that extra
Sevving of chicken and pasta at dinner, shaving 3 bench in the gym, or letting us have Svozen water so we don't bake in the Sun.
Getting used to the wmetric System however i3 Something entively diffevent!

In addition, being able to teach the Soldiers n the Afghan National Army (ANA) has been 3 veal tredt. They've very stubborn
when it comes to ledrning the things we try to tedch thew. They are understandably 3 proud bunch. wWhen the c\a\,‘s dove they
can velax with the best of thew. They are wmove than willing to Shave 3 weal, and will not hesitate to enjoy 3 gawme of Soccer.
Making sure that these soldievs ave prepaved for the time NATO fovces ledve has given we 3 gredter undevstanding of not only
ouvr importance 3s 3 unit, but our job as an Army.  These Afghan Soldiers are to vital to theiv own country. So, all n all, |
would s3y | DEFINITELY look forwavd to another wight of (talian food with good people, good friends and good Soldiers. And fovr
lunch waybe sowe local watevrmelon. So, until next time, Stady safe and dvink water true believevs!!!
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P ‘)z_lc_‘o? SPRy .
giving it allihe’s got.
N s, S e AP DA

SPc BenjamiN HeiNer and some new Afghaw FriewDs




soldiers being soldiers
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y , ' ‘
SPc ?hi\\%’keevas aeATactisAL

'S’Pc Tevvry RoaRk chéckiwg the R?& netting
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SPc {;lw\o’lh\j
Leavitt
vea\izin3 0 witles
83 \ovxg vun

ped . e , g

SPc )asoN HArpeR and SPc chviS BrowN having 3 BattLE Buddy Mowent
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soldiers being soldiers

SPc Bewn Dickwman
there are many
vifles like this one,
but this one 1S his.
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AWARDS:

HERO of THE BAttLe:

SS& ®rian NeudeckeR

S&T Yay WiTT

SPC Benjamin Dickwman
CERtFicate 0§ ACHieVEWENT:

S&GT day WiTT

SPc AdAM chATMaN

SPc BendaMin IbAvvA

SPc Mark Sanchez

SPc Joseph Welch

REENLISTMENTS:

S?Pc Benjamin 1barvad hawngin at the uSo

SPc ManueL HuizaR

“we search $ov happiness everywheve, but we ave |ike Tolstoy's
§abled beggar who Spent his |ife Sitting on 3 pot of gold, undev
him the whole time. Youvr treasure--your perfection--13 within
you 3lready. But to claim it you wust leave the busy commotion
of the vaind and abandow the desives o the eqo and enter inwto
the Silence of the heart.” -Elizabeth Gilbert



