
By Gregory Ripps
470th Military Intelligence Brigade                        
Public Affairs

The 14th Military Intelligence 
Battalion returned to Joint Base 
San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston 
in the early morning hours of 
Oct. 21 after a one-year deploy-
ment to Afghanistan in support 
of Operation Enduring Freedom.

Earlier that morning, the bat-
talion disembarked from a char-
tered airliner at the Joint Base 
San Antonio-Lackland flightline 
and boarded buses for the 
Fort Sam Houston Teen Center. 
Inside the gym, their families 
waited to greet them with color-
ful signs and balloons.

As the Soldiers entered the 
gymnasium and fell into for-
mation, applause and cheers 
resounded.

Col. Pierre Gervais, 470th 
MI Brigade commander, briefly 
addressed the returning Soldiers 
of the brigade’s subordinate 
battalion, listing some of their 
accomplishments during their 
interrogation mission.

“You’ve done absolutely 
fantastic,” he said. “We’re very 
proud of what you’ve done.”

With the short ceremony 
over, the Soldiers received the 
command “Dismissed!” but 
the family members were the 
first to move, springing from 
the bleachers to embrace their 
Soldiers.

Staff Sgt. Kenneth Lebowitz’s 
wife and six-year-old daughter 
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hunting trip equals 
therapy for group of 
wounded warriors
By Staff Sgt. Keith Anderson
ARNORTH Public Affairs

Six wounded war-
riors spent Oct. 11 in 
the woods of central 
Texas hunting exotic 
game as a therapeutic 
retreat.

Five Soldiers from 
the Warrior Transition 
Battalion, along with 
a wounded warrior 
with U.S. Army North, 
took advantage of an 
opportunity to hunt an 
exotic animal of their 
choice and to fish 
for Florida bass on a 

private central Texas 
game ranch. 

The trip was orga-
nized by retired Army 
Lt. Col. Sid Trawick, 
secretary for the 
Alamo Chapter of the 
Association of the U.S. 
Army. 

Maj. Gen. Adolph 
McQueen Jr., deputy 
commanding general 
for support, Army 
North, escorted the 
Soldiers.

The ranch provided 
guides and rifles for 

See HUNT, P19

14th Military Intelligence Battalion 
returns from year in Afghanistan

Photo by Staff Sgt. Keith Anderson
Two stags battle for territory Oct. 11 at a private central Texas 
game ranch. Five wounded warriors from the Warrior Transi-
tion Battalion, along with a wounded warrior who serves with 
U.S. Army North, took advantage of an opportunity to hunt 
and fish at the ranch. The trip was organized by retired Army 
Lt. Col. Sid Trawick, secretary for the Alamo Chapter of the 
Association of the U.S. Army. Maj. Gen. Adolph McQueen 
Jr., deputy commanding general for support, Army North, 
escorted the Soldiers.

See RETURN, P10

Photos by Gregory Ripps
Full of anticipation, family members in the 
bleachers watch for their Soldiers as the 
14th Military Intelligence Battalion forms up 
in the Fort Sam Houston Teen Center gymna-
sium. The battalion returned Oct. 21 after a 
year in Afghanistan. 

Cpl. Heather Merrill reunites with family members Oct. 
21 after her return from Afghanistan with the 14th 
Military Intelligence Battalion. 

had traveled from their home in 
Alabama to greet him.

“The first thing I want to do is 
spend time together,” he said as 
he held his family close. This had 
been his fourth overseas deploy-
ment since joining the Army, but 
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With Halloween right 
around the corner, 
it’s important for both 
parents and children to 
make it a safe occasion. 
Here are some safety tips 
from the National Fire 
Prevention Association 
and Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

The NFPA recommends 
the following in regards 
to keeping little ghouls, 
goblins and other as-
sorted monsters safe:

• When choosing a 
costume, stay away from 
billowing or long trail-
ing fabric. If your child 
is wearing a mask, make 
sure the eye holes are 
large enough so they can 
see out.

• Provide children with 
flashlights to carry for 
lighting or glow sticks as 
part of their costume.

• Dried flowers, corn-
stalks and crepe paper 
are highly flammable. 
Keep these and other 
decorations well away 
from all open flames and 
heat sources, including 
light bulbs and heaters.

• It is safest to use a 
flashlight or battery-oper-
ated candle in a jack-o-
lantern. If you use a real 
candle, use extreme cau-
tion. Make sure children 
are watched at all times 
when candles are lit.

• When lighting 
candles inside jack-o-lan-
terns, use long, fireplace-
style matches or a utility 
lighter.

• Be sure to place lit 
pumpkins well away from 

anything that can burn 
and far enough out of 
way of trick-or-treaters, 
doorsteps, walkways and 
yards.

• Remember to keep 
exits clear of decorations, 
so nothing blocks escape 
routes.

• Tell children to stay 
away from open flames. 
Be sure they know how 
to stop, drop and roll if 
their clothing catches 
fire. Have them practice 
stopping immediately, 
dropping to the ground, 
covering their face with 
hands and rolling over 
and over to put the 
flames out.

• Use flashlights as 
alternatives to candles 
or torch lights when 
decorating walkways 
and yards. They are 
much safer for trick-or-
treaters, whose costumes 
may brush against the 
lighting.

• If your children are 
going to Halloween par-
ties at others’ homes, 
have them look for ways 
out of the home and plan 
how they would get out 
in an emergency.

The Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion also have some use-
ful hints for prospective 
trick-or-treaters and their 
parents:

• Swords, knives and 
similar costume accesso-
ries should be short, soft 
and flexible.

• Avoid trick-or-treat-
ing alone. Walk in groups 
or with a trusted adult.

• Fasten reflective tape 
to costumes and bags to 
help drivers see you.

• Examine all treats 
for choking hazards 
and tampering before 
eating them. Limit 
the amount of treats            
you eat.

• Hold a flashlight 
while trick-or-treating 
to help you see and 
others see you. Al-
ways walk and don’t 
run from house to 
house.

• Always test make-
up in a small area first. 
Remove it before bedtime 
to prevent possible skin 
and eye irritation.

• Look both ways 
before crossing the street. 
Use established cross-
walks wherever possible.

• Lower your risk for 
serious eye injury by not 
wearing decorative con-
tact lenses.

• Only walk on side-
walks whenever possible, 
or on the far edge of the 
road facing traffic to stay 
safe.

• Wear well-fitting 
masks, costumes and 
shoes to avoid blocked 
vision, trips and falls.

• Eat only factory-
wrapped treats. Avoid 
eating homemade treats 
made by strangers.

• Enter homes only 
if you’re with a trusted 
adult. Only visit well-lit 
houses. Don’t stop at 
dark houses. Never ac-
cept rides from strangers.

• Never walk near lit 
candles or luminaries. Be 

sure 
to wear flame-resistant 
costumes.

People who are expect-
ing trick-or-treaters or 
party guests can make it 
a really Happy Halloween 
by doing the following, 
according to the CDC:

• Provide healthier 
treats for trick-or-treaters 
such as low-calorie treats 
and drinks. For party 
guests, offer a variety 
of fruits, vegetables and 
cheeses. 

• Use party games and 
trick-or-treat time as an 
opportunity for kids to 
get their daily dose of 
60 minutes of physical 
activity. 

• Be sure walking ar-
eas and stairs are well-lit 
and free of obstacles that 
could result in falls. 

• Keep candle-lit jack-
o-lanterns and luminaries 
away from doorsteps, 
walkways, landings, and 
curtains. Place them on 

sturdy tables, keep them 
out of the reach of pets 
and small children, and 
never leave them unat-
tended. 

• Remind drivers to 
watch out for trick-or-
treaters and to drive 
safely. 

Follow these tips 
to help make the fes-
tivities fun and safe for                  
everyone!

follow these safety tips for a happy (and safe) halloween!

post-wide trick or treat-
ing is from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Oct. 31 on joint Base 
San Antonio-fort Sam 
houston for jBSA-fort 
Sam houston residents 
only. Children under the 
age of 12 should be ac-
companied by an adult. 
police will be present in 
the neighborhood to en-
courage safe practices.
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Customer Care Center At The CPAC

People looking for job information 
can visit the new customer care center 
at the Civilian Personnel Advisory 
Center, Building 144, 2438 Stanley 
Road. Army civilian employees can 
also receive assistance with resetting 
passwords for the Electronic Benefits 
Information System or completing 
employee beneficiary forms. For more 
information, call 221-1425.

Retiree Appreciation Day
A retiree appreciation day is sched-

uled for 8 a.m. to noon Nov. 3 at Willis 
Hall, Building 2841, located on the 
corner of Harry Wurzbach and Stanley 
Roads. Military retirees and their fami-
lies can learn current information about 
topics such as benefits, entitlements, 
health care and special services avail-
able for them. Various BAMC clinics and 
civilian health care providers will lead 
the health fair portion. Call 221-9004 or 
visit http://www.samhouston.army.mil/
hra/Retirement.aspx

Flu Shots Available On and Off Post
Seasonal influenza vaccines are 

offered at the Roadrunner Community 
Center, Building 2797, for Department 
of Defense beneficiaries 5 years and 
older from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Oct. 31, 
and from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Nov. 7, 21 
and 28. Vaccines for DOD beneficiaries 
18 years and older are administered 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Oct. 26 and 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Nov. 16. Retirees 
can get the vaccine at the Army Medi-
cal Department Center and School from 
8 a.m. to noon Nov. 3. Beneficiaries 
can also get the vaccine at no cost at 
one of 45,000 network pharmacies that 
administer vaccines to TRICARE benefi-
ciaries. Find a participating pharmacy 
at http://www.express-scripts.com/
tricare/pharmacy, or by calling Express 
Scripts at 1-877-363-1303. 

Flu Shots at WHASC 
Flu shots are available for all active 

duty personnel at the main immuniza-
tions clinic at Wilford Hall Ambulatory 
Surgical Center. This is a mandatory 
requirement and must be completed by 
Nov. 21. Flu shots will be available for 
all Department of Defense beneficiaries 
in the WHASC atrium from 7:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Mondays through Fridays. Active 
duty will have priority. Patients with 
booked appointments may also receive 
the vaccine with their primary care 

See NEWS BRIEFS, P6

Local WWII paratrooper gets special birthday
By Staff Sgt. Keith Anderson
ARNORTH Public Affairs

Military leaders 
“dropped in” Oct. 15 to 
celebrate a birthday for 
a local WWII paratroop-
er and author.

Darrell G. Harris cele-
brated his 91st birthday 
with members of the 
Alamo Chapter of the 
82nd Airborne Division 
Association, including Lt. 
Gen. William Caldwell 
IV, commanding general, 
U.S. Army North, and 
senior commander, Fort 
Sam Houston and Camp 
Bullis.

Retired Army Maj. 
Gen. Guy Meloy III, a 
former 82nd Airborne 
Division commander, 
was also on hand to 
congratulate Harris on 
his 91st birthday. 

His three combat 
jumps at Sicily and 
Salerno in Italy and 
Nijmegen in the Nether-
lands during World War 
II, and his beach landing 
at Anzio, make Har-
ris special to the 82nd 
Airborne Division.  

“There’s a unique 
bond among old Air-
borne troops; and when 
you add combat experi-
ence, it’s even stronger,” 
Meloy said. “You just 
can’t really define it.”

Harris, a soft-spoken 
great-grandfather and 
author of “Casablanca to 
VE Day: A Paratrooper’s 
Memoirs,” said his 91st 
birthday had another 
meaning for him.

“It means I’m glad 
I stopped smoking 20 
years ago,” Harris joked.

Harris, like many 
others, said he enlisted 
after Pearl Harbor.

“I was going to col-
lege when Pearl Harbor 
happened,” Harris said. 
“We were hitchhiking 
back from Fort Worth, 
and the driver had the 
radio on. At first we 
thought it was a radio 
show.”

Harris, a native of 
Strawn, Texas, enlisted 
from Amarillo, Texas, 
and, after landing in 
North Africa, served 
in the three parachute 
operations and the Ital-

ian campaign. He said 
he spent his enlistment 
in several demolition 
platoons, working with 
dynamite, TNT, Com-
position C and other 
explosives.

The humble para-
trooper said service 
during WWII was what 
shaped him and gave 
him purpose.

“I’m proud to be able 

to serve my country,” 
Harris said.

Harris’ wife, Omadell, 
was unable to attend, 
but he said he’d cel-
ebrate his birthday with 
her later. Harris and 
Omadell have three 
children, three grand-
children and one great-
grandson.

“It’s important to cel-
ebrate the contributions 

and service of veterans 
like Harris,” said Fred 
Castaneda, chairman, 
Texas Alamo Chapter of 
the 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion Association.

“We have to give 
homage and honor to 
these men,” Castaneda 
said. “D.G. is very 
humble. When he talks, 
you are listening to liv-
ing history.”

Photo by Sgt. Lee Ezzell
Lt. Gen. William Caldwell IV (right), commanding general, U.S. Army North, and senior commander, 
Fort Sam Houston and Camp Bullis, presents a birthday gift to WWII veteran Darrell G. Harris Oct. 
15. Harris made three combat jumps at Sicily, Salerno and Nijmegen during World War II and a beach 
landing at Anzio. The gift, “September Hope: The American side of a Bridge Too Far,” by John C. 
McManus, discusses the American perspective during Operation Market-Garden, a WWII offensive 
that Harris participated in.

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-FORT SAM HOUSTON HONORS
NATIONAl DISABIlITy EMPlOyMENT AWARENESS MONTH

Photos by Lori Newman
The San Antonio Lighthouse for the Blind Choir performs during the National Disability Employment 
Month event on JBSA-Fort Sam Houston Oct. 18. Guest speaker retired Staff Sgt. Shilo Harris spoke 
about the advantages of hiring wounded service members and Zackery Gant, transition coordinator for 
the Brooke Army Medical Center Warrior Transition Battalion, also highlighted opportunities to hire 
wounded warriors.

Col. William V. Hill, U.S. Army South chief of staff, pres-
ents guest speaker retired Staff Sgt. Shilo Harris a token 
of appreciation during the National Disability Employ-
ment Month event on Joint Base San Antonio-Fort Sam 
Houston Oct. 18. Harris spoke to the audience about the 
advantages of hiring wounded service members.
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Soldiers to compete for Army’s best medic title
By phil Reidinger
AMEDDC&S Public Affairs

Sixty-two Soldiers 
from across the Army 
will compete in a 
grueling 72-hour team 
competition at Joint 
Base San Antonio-Camp 
Bullis from Oct. 26 to 
28 to vie for the title of 
the Army’s best medic.

The first day of the 
competition includes a 

physical fitness chal-
lenge, followed by an 
obstacle course and 
pistol and rifle stress 
shoots.

The obstacle course 
tests the team’s agility 
and physical strength. 
The M-9 stress shoot 
replicates a combat 
situation.

The second day of the 
competition includes an 
urban assault course, 

combat medic lanes and 
challenging advanced 
land navigation through 
the rugged JBSA-Camp 
Bullis terrain.  

Competitors will 
tackle the urban assault 
lane by maneuvering 
through an urban envi-
ronment to engage the 
enemy, while treating 
casualties and defending 
themselves. 

The combat medic 

lanes test competi-
tors’ ability to perform 
casualty care in close 
quarters, as well as 
evacuating wounded to 
a medical evacuation 
aircraft. Events on the 
third day include mass 
casualty scenarios and a 
litter obstacle course. 

The final event will 
be a timed 2.7-mile 
buddy run, testing the 
fortitude and endurance 

of the competitors. 
The awards ceremo-

ny, hosted by Lt. Gen. 
Patricia Horoho, Army 
surgeon general, is at 
2 p.m. Oct 28. Horoho 
will present trophies to 
the winning team and 
recognize the teams for 
their accomplishments.

The competition is 
open to the public and 
visitors and guests 
will be directed to the 
visitor control center. 
Shuttle buses will then 

transport visitors to the 
competition areas. 

Access to JBSA-Camp 
Bullis is off NW Military 
Highway and requires 
photo identification, 
such as a military ID 
card or state-issued 
driver’s license. Vehicle 
registration and safety 
inspection sticker must 
also be current.    

The Army Golden 
Knights Parachute Team 
will drop in to congratu-
late the winning team. 

Electronic Official personnel folder coming soon for Army civilians
Electronic Official 

Personnel Folder accounts 
are scheduled to be 
activated Nov. 6, mak-
ing eOPF accessible to all 
Army non-appropriated 
fund and appropriated 
fund civilian employees 
serviced by the Joint Base 
San Antonio-Fort Sam 
Houston Civilian Person-
nel Advisory Center.

 The Official Personnel 
Folder is a file contain-
ing records that covers a 
civilian federal employ-
ee’s entire employment 
history.  

The eOPF is an elec-
tronic version of the 
paper OPF, providing 
web-enabled access for 
employees to view their 
OPF documents.  

Accessing eOPF is 
designed to be user 
friendly and does not re-
quire any formal class-
room training.  

All Army civilian em-
ployees serviced by the 
Fort Sam Houston CPAC 
are encouraged to visit 
“My eOPF” on the CPOL 
webpage at http://cpol.
army.mil/library/general/

eOPF to view education 
and training material.

It is designed to ad-
dress questions ranging 
from “What is eOPF” 
to “How do I access my 
eOPF.”   

Employees will also 
be able to view an Office 
of Personnel Manage-
ment video that intro-
duces employees to the                 

eOPF system.  
A link to eOPF infor-

mation on CPOL has also 
been posted on the FSH 
CPAC website (http://
www.samhouston.army.
mil/cpac/index.aspx), 
Facebook (http://www.
facebook.com/pages/
Ft-Sam-Houston-Civilian-
Personnel-Advisory-Cen-
ter/217123538373277) 

and Twitter (https://twit-
ter.com/FSHCPAC) pages.  

(Editor’s note: Infor-
mation provided by the 
JBSA-Fort Sam Houston 
CPAC. This will clarify 
information that was 
listed in an article titled 
“AF officials to migrate 
civilian personnel records 
to OPM” in the Oct. 19 
News Leader.)
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manager. For more information, call 
292-4278.

Free Tops in Blue  
Tickets Available

Joint Base San Antonio is 
scheduled to feature a free Tops in 
Blue show 4 p.m. Nov. 4 at the Laurie 
Auditorium on the Trinity University 
campus, 715 Stadium Drive. Seating 
is on a first-come, first-served basis, 
but patrons must have a ticket to get 
in. Tickets can be picked up at the 
Randolph Community Services Mall, 
Building 895; Sam Houston Com-
munity Center, Building 1395, Chaffee 
Road; and Lackland Information, 
Tickets and Travel Office, Building 
5506. Doors at the Laurie Auditorium 
will open no earlier than 45 minutes 
prior to show time.

Federal Employees  
Health Benefits Fair 

All Federal employees are invited 
to attend the upcoming 2012 Federal 
Employees Health Benefits Fairs. Rep-
resentatives will be present to discuss 
different health care insurance options 
available to Federal employees. FEHB 
open season is from Nov. 12 to Dec. 
10. The first fair is from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Nov. 6 at the Roadrunner Com-
munity Center, 2010 Stanley Road, 
Building 2797. The second fair is 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Nov. 7 at the 
San Antonio Military Medical Center, 
in the medical mall next to the pain 
clinic. For more information, Air Force 
employees can call 808-0205 and 
Army employees can call 221-9638.  
Federal employees can click on http://
www.opm.gov/insure/health/index.asp 
for more information.

Nasal influenza research study
Brooke Army Medical Center is en-

rolling people for a self-administered 
nasal influenza feasibility study. Male 
and female applicants should be 
in good health, between 18 and 49 
years of age and be a Department of 
Defense beneficiary. During the study, 
applicants will complete an interview 
and diary, have blood drawn twice, 
make two visits over a one-month 
period and be supplied with the nasal 
vaccination. There is a payment of 
$25 for each blood draw. To apply, or 
for more information, call 916-6014.

from P3

See NEWS BRIEFS, P23

BAMC supports Cole students with
career info, anti-bullying messages
By marsha huffman
BAMC Public Affairs

As a part of the 
Brooke Army Medi-
cal Center adopt-a-
school partnership with 
Cole Middle and High 
Schools, Soldiers from 
BAMC Troop Command 
hosted a career day and 
an anti-bullying presen-
tation for students on 
Joint Base San Antonio-
Fort Sam Houston.

The Cole High School 
Career Day Oct. 5 had 
BAMC professionals 
introducing the students 
to various medical ca-
reer opportunities in the 
areas of general medi-
cine, pharmacy, as well 

as physical and occupa-
tional therapy.

“This event gave the 
students an idea of what 
career fields they might 
be interested in,” said 
Sgt. Eshon Anderson, 
BAMC speech pathology 
specialist and organizer 
of the event. “It also 
provided a personal 
insight to the informa-
tion to help further their 
career searches.”

On another subject, 
bullying and teasing is 
a worldwide problem 
that can have negative 
consequences for the 
school, as well the obvi-
ous ones for the student.

To raise awareness, 
Soldiers from Com-

pany D, BAMC Troop 
Command, along with 
Patricia Huffman, wife 
of BAMC Command Sgt. 
Maj. Marshall Huffman, 
made a presentation 
to Cole Middle School 
students Oct. 10 on the 
effects of bullying and 
how to deal with the 
situation.

Bullying can be iden-
tified in many forms, 
Huffman said. In some 
cases, the victims can 
suffer for the rest of 
their life.

“Verbal abuse and 
cyberbulling, facial 
expressions, teasing, 
the spreading of rumors 
and rejection by peers 
are all forms of bully-
ing,” she said. “Bully-
ing is not cool and the 
Texas House and Senate 
passed an anti-bullying 
law Sept. 1.”

jBSA-fort Sam houston Adopt-a-School program
provides role models, mentors for children
By Sgt. 1st Class                   
Christopher Dehart
ARNORTH Public Affairs

Kids need heroes; 
and in this community, 
those heroes are their 
teachers and the Sol-
diers who volunteer to 
mentor and tutor them. 

Military leaders and 
school district officials 
met Oct. 16 for an 
Adopt-a-School part-
nership luncheon at the 
Fort Sam Houston Golf 
Club to assess the suc-
cess of the program, to 
hear new recommenda-
tions and to plan for 
the next year.

The Joint Base San 
Antonio-Fort Sam 
Houston Adopt-a-School 
program partners 
service members with 
students on the post or 
in nearby San Antonio 

schools.
Lt. Gen. William 

Caldwell IV, command-
ing general, U.S. Army 
North, and senior 

commander, Fort Sam 
Houston and Camp 
Bullis, met with district 
officials and staff from 
the Fort Sam Houston 

Independent School 
District, the North East 
ISD and the San Anto-
nio ISD to discuss the 
program.

“I’m thrilled that the 
Army units from across 
Fort Sam are here 
making a contribution 
and reaching out to our 
community,” Caldwell 
said. “To our school 
representatives, I ap-
preciate all that you 
do and the magnitude 
of the challenges you 
face.”

FSHISD superin-
tendant Dr. Gail Siller 
talked about a host of 
observations she has 
made in her many 
years working with 
military school chil-
dren. 

“Our ‘kiddos’ want 
to be able to talk about 
what they want and 
need, and sometimes 
they have to be asked 
in order to find that 
out,” Siller said. 

“They know that 
they have to be strong 
as a military child, but 
they have a lot of pride 
in what their parent or 

Photo by Sgt. Lee Ezzell
Lt. Gen. William Caldwell IV, commanding general, U.S. Army North, and senior commander, Fort 
Sam Houston and Camp Bullis, provides opening remarks Oct. 16 at the Adopt-a-School Program 
School-Unit Partnership Luncheon held at the Fort Sam Houston Golf Club.

See ADOPT, P21

Photo by Staff Sgt. Stephen Pendarvis 
Mark Heniser, a physical therapist from the Center for the Intrepid, 
talks to Cole High school students Oct. 5. The Cole High School 
Career Day had BAMC professionals introducing the students to 
various medical career opportunities in the areas of general medi-
cine, pharmacy, as well as physical and occupational therapy. See BAMC, P22
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his first deployment with 
the 14th MI Battalion.

For Sgt. Felix Contreras, 
it was his second year-long 
deployment with the 14th; 
his first was to Iraq in 
2009-2010.

“I first felt I was really 
back home when I was 
holding my family,” he said 
as he embraced his wife, 
Irene, and their two little 
boys.

“I’m holding onto the 
moment and enjoying my 
family,” she said.

 Lt. Col. Kris Arnold, 
14th MI Battalion com-
mander, said it felt “in-
credible” to be home as 
he stood surrounded by 
his wife and daughters.

“The battalion did a 
fantastic job while they 
were deployed,” he said. 
“They truly set the stan-
dard high.”

The 14th MI Battalion 
primarily consists of inter-
rogators and information 
analysts. 

During the deployment 
they conducted detainee 
screening and interroga-
tion, document and media 
exploitation and intelli-
gence analysis to provide 
timely intelligence to 
commanders in support 
of the International Stabi-
lization Force in Afghani-
stan. 

Returning Soldiers will 
have some reintegra-
tion training during their 
first week home. How-
ever, they will then have 
30 days of leave before 
resuming their military 
duties. 

The battalion is sched-
uled to inactivate before 
the end of the fiscal year.

RETURN from P1

Lt. Col. Kris Arnold, 14th Military Intelligence Battalion commander, leads the battalion in render-
ing honors to the U.S. flag during the playing of the national anthem. The battalion returned to Joint 
Base San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston Oct. 21 after a year in Afghanistan. 

Photos by Gregory Ripps
A Soldier and his wife kiss after the 14th Military Intelligence Battalion 
was dismissed to join their families. The Soldiers will have some reinte-
gration training during their first week home, then have 30 days of leave 
before resuming their military duties.  
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Local retiree picked as a 
‘Great Getaways’ vacation 
package winner
By Kelly jones
Family and Morale, Welfare  
and Recreation Public Affairs 

Bobby White, a U.S. 
Air Force retiree in San 
Antonio, was one of four 
people selected as the 
grand prize winners in 
the 2012 Armed Forces 
Recreation Centers Great 
Getaways Sweepstakes.

Army National Guards-
man Lt. Col. David 
Brushwein, Army family 
member Michelle Suh 
and Kelley Ezell, a U.S. 
Marine Corps family 
member, were the other 
winners.

The U.S. Army In-
stallation Management 
Command’s Family and 
Morale, Welfare and Rec-
reation Programs award-

ed grand prize vacation 
packages to Dragon Hill 
Lodge and Resort in 
Korea, Hale Koa Hotel in 
Hawaii, Edelweiss Lodge 
and Resort in Germany 
and the Shades of Green 
Resort at Walt Disney 
World, Fla. 

The vacation pack-
ages include airfare, hotel 
accommodations and 
spending money and were 
sponsored by GM Military 
Discount.

White said he and 
his family are looking 
forward to a break from 
the San Antonio heat and 
enjoying moonlit strolls 
along the white sands 
of Waikiki Beach during 
their stay at the world-
class Hale Koa Hotel.  

The Great Getaways 

sweepstakes raises 
awareness of the Armed 
Forces Recreation Centers 
as world-class resorts, 
showcases their unique 
locations and highlights 
the many exciting ac-
tivities available to service 
members and their 
families.  

White, Ezell, Suh and 
Brushwein were randomly 
selected out of more than 
35,000 entries received 
between July 2 and                    
Aug. 31.

Courtesy photo
Bobby White, a U.S. Air Force re-
tiree in San Antonio, was one of 
four people selected as the grand 
prize winners in the 2012 Armed 
Forces Recreation Centers Great 
Getaways Sweepstakes.

Allen Road Closure Nov. 5-20
Officials from the 502nd 

Civil Engineer Squadron 
have announced that Henry 
T. Allen Road will be closed 
in the mid-block area be-
tween the two main streets 
of Scott and Funston Roads 
from Nov. 5 to 20. People 
can access that area from 
each side of the streets. 
To access east and west 
traffic, motorists should 
follow posted detour signs 
which will be posted. For 
westbound traffic, detour 
along Funston Road to 
Schofield Road and then to 
Scott Road. For eastbound 
traffic, follow the detour 
northbound along Scott 
Road to Schofield Road 
and then to Funston Road. 
The pharmacy is accessible 
from H.T. Allen Road via a 
parking lot driveway which 
is 100 feet east of Schofield 
Road. The AAFES employee 
parking area is accessible 
from either side along H.T. 
Allen Road. 
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By Chondra perry
BAMC Public Affairs

Her dream was to help 
people as a nurse in a 
military hospital and take 
care of patients. 

On Oct. 11, thanks to 
the Make-A-Wish Foun-
dation of America, Aissa 
(whose last name is with-
held by the request of the 
foundation) was officially 
sworn in to the Army 
Nurse Corps at the San 
Antonio Military Medi-
cal Center and fulfilled 
her wish, with the help 
of Army and Air Force 
nurses. 

The Make-A-Wish 
Foundation is an or-
ganization that grants 
wishes of children with 
life-threatening medical 
conditions. 

Col. Kimberly Smith, 
Brooke Army Medical 
Center chief of nursing 
services, swore Aissa in 
and presented Aissa’s 
grandmother with a rib-
bon on behalf of her own 
mother, who was also a 
nurse. 

“The ribbon belonged 
to my mother. It has spe-
cial significance, because 
I lost my mother six 
years ago,” Smith said. “I 
thought how cool would 
it be to share this rib-
bon. My mom would have 
been so thrilled to hear 
about her story.”

Aissa was presented 
with a uniform, boots, 
blood pressure cuff, 
stethoscope and custom 
dog tags. Before be-
ing whisked away by 
a group of nurses, she 
shared the reason for                   
her wish. 

“I get sick a lot and 
I feel good when I help 
people,” Aissa said. “Life 

is a challenge, but I don’t 
give up.” 

Aissa’s desire to be a 
nurse in a military facility 
was the result of spend-
ing countless hours in 
hospitals and wanting to 
help other people, espe-
cially those recovering 
from war injuries.

The teen, who has 
been battling epilepsy and 
other illnesses, changed 
into her uniform and 
began her rounds. 

She visited the SAMMC 
simulation center, where 
nurses taught her how to 
perform an adult, child 
and pediatric assessment, 
as well as how to initiate 
an intravenous drip and 

secure an airway.  
“We wanted her to 

learn and get hands on,” 
said Army 1st Lt. Mol-
lie Franks, clinical staff 
nurse and one of seven 
nurses Aissa shadowed 
throughout the day. “I’m 
excited and amazed she 
chose this. We tend to 
forget how honored we 
are to be in this profes-
sion. I wanted to do all I 
could to make this special 
for her.”

The next stop was the 
orthopedic ward where 
Aissa assisted in car-
ing for wounded service 
members Capt. Ryan 
Keogh and Capt. Matthew 
Anderson. 

Keogh, an Army Rang-
er injured in Afghanistan, 
was more than happy to 
help grant her wish. 

“If I can help somebody 
else have a better day, 
then absolutely,” he said.

Aissa listened to his 
lungs, stomach and 
checked his pulse. She 
determined, with the help 
of other nurses, that he 
would “be OK.”

Anderson, who was 
also injured while de-
ployed in Afghanistan, 
helped point out some of 
his veins on the monitor 
while Aissa used a vein-
finding machine. 

“I think it’s great that I 
can help grant her wish,” 

Anderson said. “It’s the 
least we can do, and it’s 
nice to see that people 
are going out of their way 
to make this happen for 
her.”

After seeing a few 
more patients and learn-
ing how to read an elec-
trocardiography monitor, 
Aissa met with Maj. Gen. 
M. Ted Wong, commander 
of BAMC and the South-
ern Regional Medical 
Command, who presented 
her with a commander’s 
coin for excellence.

She was also presented 
with a signed photograph 
of SAMMC and a coin 
on behalf of Maj. Gen. 
Jimmie O. Keenan, com-
manding general of U.S. 
Army Public Health Com-
mand and chief of the 
U.S. Army Nurse Corps. 

“This day was beyond 
our expectations,” said 
Aissa’s mother, Cynthia 
Alvarez, who spent the 
day watching her daugh-
ter learn the ropes. “I’m 
so happy. She’s so happy, 
and we’re so thankful.”

Army 1st Lt. Zachary Godwin, SAMMC clinical staff nurse, teaches 
Aissa how to place a peripheral intravenous catheter on a mannequin 
Oct. 11.  

Photos by Chondra Perry
Maj. Gen. M. Ted Wong, commander of Brooke Army Medical Center 
and the Southern Regional Medical Command, presents Aissa with 
a commander’s coin Oct. 11. Aissa’s wish to be a nurse in a military 
facility was granted by the Make-A-Wish Foundation, with the help of 
nurses at San Antonio Military Medical Center.  

SAMMC helps grant teen’s 
wish to be military nurse

Aissa performs an assessment on Capt. Matthew Anderson at San Antonio Military Medical Center Oct. 11. 
Her wish to be a nurse in a military facility was granted by the Make-A-Wish Foundation, with the help of 
nurses at San Antonio Military Medical Center.
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Tibbets shares stories, legacy of service in Air Force
By L.A. Shively
JBSA-FSH News Leader 

The weather was very 
bad in theater. But the 
crews of the two B-2 
Spirits, selected for a 
mission over Yugoslavia, 
took off from Whiteman             
Air Force Base, Mo., 
nonetheless. 

Although the B-2 crews 
weren’t sure they would 
be able to carry out their 
tasking, they decided they 
would press on through 
the nearly 30-hour           
round trip.

“We headed into the-
ater,” recalled Air Force 
Col. Paul W. Tibbets IV, 
who piloted one of the 
batwing-shaped stealth 
aircraft. 

“The folks in theater 
could not take off, except 
for our friends in the 
Navy, who provided some 
of the enemy suppres-
sion and support. Their 
mentality was that if they 
were needed, they would 
make it happen.”

Both sets of crews 
achieved their missions 
over Yugoslavia. The 
Navy pilots returned their 
aircraft to their carriers 
and the B-2s flew back 
to Whiteman without 
incident.

Part of NATO’s Op-
eration Allied Force, the 
U.S. military strikes in 
Yugoslavia, from March 
through June 1999, led 
to the withdrawal of 
Yugoslavian forces from 
Kosovo and put an end to 
the Yugoslav Wars.

Allied Force also 
proved to be a success-
ful combat debut for                        
the B-2s.

Tibbets, the grandson 
of retired Air Force Brig. 
Gen. Paul W. Tibbets Jr., 
who delivered the atomic 
bomb over Hiroshima, 
Japan, facilitating the end 
of World War II, was in 
San Antonio recently. 

He spoke at an Eighth 
Air Force Historical So-
ciety Gala for 300 guests 
at the Crown Plaza hotel, 
sharing highlights of his 
23-year Air Force career 
as a pilot, like his grand-
father, and of his family 
legacy.

But the B-2 pilot did 
not grow up with the 
same passion to fly as his 
grandfather. He’d seen 
his grandfather only twice 
during his youth. 

Instead, the younger 
Tibbets found satisfaction 
serving with organizations 
such as Key Club in high 
school. Students in Key 
Club clean parks, collect 
clothing and organize 
food drives. They also 
learn leadership skills 
conducting meetings, 
planning projects and 
vying for positions at the 
club, district and interna-
tional levels.

It was Tibbets’ father, 
Paul W. Tibbets III, a 
pharmacist and hospi-
tal administrator in the            
U.S. Army Reserve, who 
influenced his son’s deci-
sion to enroll at the U.S. 

Air Force Academy. 
At the academy, Tibbets 

relished the military life-
style and then graduated 
from pilot training, follow-
ing in his grandfather’s 
footsteps after all. 

He logged more than 
3,800 hours flying combat 
missions in Southwest 
Asia, the Balkans and 
Afghanistan, piloting both 
the B-1 and B-2 bombers. 

After a successful 
career as a bomber pilot, 
Tibbets served as ex-
ecutive assistant to the 
commander, Eighth Air 
Force, and chief of the 
nuclear policy branch at 
NATO headquarters. He is 
currently serving as com-
mander of the Air Force 
Inspection Agency at 
Kirtland Air Force Base 
in Albuquerque, N.M.

While in San Antonio, 
Tibbets discussed cour-
age, recalling a story his 
grandfather related to 
him. Then-U.S. President 
Harry Truman called the 
Enola Gay pilot into his 
office to talk about the 
Hiroshima mission.

“Look, I’m the one that 

sent you,” Truman said 
to Brig. Gen. Tibbets “If 
somebody has a problem 
with it, tell them to come 
see me.”

“I call that courage 
from the top,” Tibbets 
said. “Truman never 
apologized because he 
knew the decision to drop 
the atomic bomb over Hi-

roshima would save lives 
across the board and 
bring World War II to an 
end sooner. What does it 
mean to apologize for try-
ing to stop the killing? On 
both sides – on all sides?

“That’s what I most 
respect about my grand-
father and those folks 
who were a part of the 
fight in World War II – 
their integrity and their 
honesty – to do the right 
thing, no matter what.”

Courage to do the 
right thing means that 
Americans must continue 
to be vigilant in order 
to defend our hard-won 
freedoms, Tibbets said, 
and deterrence through 
military strength is the 
answer to aggression in 
the world today.

“We are being tested, 
we are being looked at 
and every day we have 
to show that America is 
going to defend the free-
doms it has. If deterrence 
works then we don’t 
have to worry about the            
next step.”

The first slide in his 
presentation at the his-
torical society’s gala quot-

ed former U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan: “Free-
dom is never more than 
one generation away 
from extinction. We didn’t 
pass it to our children in 
the bloodstream. It must 
be fought for, protected 
and handed down for 
them to do the same.”

“We have a culture of 
serving something bigger 
than ourselves,” Tibbets 
said. “That is my second 
slide. One half of one 
percent of today’s Ameri-
cans have served. During 
World War II, there were 
about nine percent of 
Americans serving.”

Tibbets stressed that 
though the number of 
volunteers who serve in 
the military today are 
few, each is providing a 
huge return on invest-
ment to our country.

“It’s the culture that 
keeps me in,” Tibbets 
said. “They’re a class 
act and really believe in 
what they are doing. We 
must continue to earn our 
freedom through those 
that serve in the military. 
How do you hang a price 
tag on freedom?” 

Courtesy photo
Retired Air Force Brig. Gen. Paul W. Tibbets, Jr. (left) and his grandson, (then-) Air Force Capt. Paul W. Tib-
bets IV aboard Fifi, the only airborne-capable B-29 left in the world, during an actual flight Oct. 2, 1998 
at Midland, Texas. The aircraft belongs to the Commemorative Air Force. 

Courtesy photo
“The Legacy,” an oil and acrylic painting by Ronald Wong, was commissioned by retired Air Force Brig. 
Gen. Paul W. Tibbets Jr. to commemorate the legacy of service his grandson, (then-) Air Force Capt. Paul W. 
Tibbets IV, is following. It depicts the Enola Gay, the aircraft Brig. Gen. Tibbets flew over Hiroshima in World 
War II in the background, and a B-2 stealth bomber, the aircraft Col. Tibbets flew, in the foreground.



PAGE 18 NEWS LEADER OCTOBER 26, 2012



OCTOBER 26, 2012 NEWS LEADER    PAGE 19

each Soldier. The tour 
started with weapons 
familiarization at a small 
range on the property, 
and the guides discussed 
the areas to focus on for 
hunting the exotic deer, 
antelope, sheep and bison 
on the ranch.

Spc. John Whittinghill, 
a transportation special-
ist who was injured by 
an improvised-explosive 
device detonation in 
Afghanistan in November 
2011, successfully hunted 
a spotted fallow deer – 
the first successful hunt 
of the day. 

Whittinghill, a native of 
Muskogee, Okla., said he 
wanted to help organize 
hunting trips for fellow 
wounded warriors when 
he finishes his reha-
bilitation at Joint Base 
San Antonio-Fort Sam 
Houston and returns to 
Oklahoma.

“These hunting trips 
get Soldiers out of the 
barracks and get their 
minds off of their situa-
tion,” Whittinghill said. 
“I enjoy the outdoors, 
getting away from every-
thing. Hunting is a way 

to have a little fun and 
relax.”

There are many 
activities for wounded 
warriors to participate 
in, but hunting is unique, 
McQueen said.

“It’s very therapeutic 
for the Soldiers,” Mc-
Queen said. “You’re in 
nature; you’re part of 
nature. I have seen the 
gleam in their eyes and 
their smiles as they vali-
date their shooting skills 
in the woods.”

For Spc. Michael 
Crawford, confined to a 
wheelchair after an IED 
blast in Afghanistan, the 
hunt was a first, other 
than dove hunting.

“The atmosphere 
makes it fun,” said 
Crawford, a 21-year-old 
military policeman. 

“The ranch hands and 
volunteers are very hospi-
table. They actually enjoy 
talking to you – and they 
make sure you get an 
animal of your choosing.” 

Crawford, a native of 
Vancouver, Wash., bagged 
a nine-point Sika deer 
for his first exotic game 
hunting trip. The Sika is 
a large, shaggy deer from 
eastern Asia.

HUNT from P1

Photo by Staff Sgt. Keith Anderson
Spc. Michael Crawford, along with Maj. Gen. Adolph McQueen Jr., 
deputy commanding general for support, U.S. Army North, show 
off the Sika Deer that Crawford bagged Oct. 11 as part of a hunting 
trip for wounded warriors at a private central Texas game ranch. The 
Sika is a large, shaggy deer from eastern Asia. “The atmosphere 
makes it fun,” said Crawford, a 21-year-old military policeman who 
is confined to a wheel chair after an IED blast in Afghanistan. Craw-
ford, a native of Vancouver, Wash., said he plans to have the deer 
meat for Christmas dinner.

“The meat – I’ll have it 
with my girlfriend’s par-
ents for Christmas dinner,” 
Crawford said. 

Approximately 200 
wounded service members 
have participated in hunt-
ing trips to more than 20 
area ranches since Tra-
wick started organizing the 
trips four years ago.

“I have three rules 
for ranchers who want 
to participate: You have 
to feed them; they get to 
shoot something, and you 
have to process the meat,” 
Trawick said. 

The former JBSA-Fort 
Sam Houston dental activ-
ity commander said many 
ranchers want to partici-
pate in hunting outings for 
wounded service members.

One of the volunteers 
participating in the hunt, 
who is not affiliated with 
the private game ranch, 
said he volunteered as a 
way to return the favor for 
service members who have 
sacrificed for the nation.

“It’s just a giving back,” 
said Darrell Taylor, a 
rancher and member of 
the Wounded Warrior 
Hunting Committee of the 
Houston Safari Club. 

“I just thank all these 
Soldiers from the bottom 
of my heart. You’ve got to 
count your blessings every 
day.”

Leaders from the War-
rior Transition Battalion 
said they have seen posi-
tive impact from the events 
and the sponsored trips 
for the wounded service 
members.

“Having been given the 
great privilege and op-
portunity to participate in 
several wounded warrior 
events, I can personally at-
test to the positive impact 
these events can have on a 
wounded service member’s 
psyche,” said Capt. Chris-
topher Brewer, assistant 
plans officer, WTB. 

Some wounded war-

See HUNT, P20
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HUNT from P19
Capt. Vance Flowers, a 
wounded warrior who 
serves with U.S. Army 
North, along with Maj. 
Gen. Adolph McQueen 
Jr., deputy command-
ing general for support, 
U.S. Army North, 
show off the white 
Texas Dall sheep that 
Flowers bagged Oct. 
11 during a wounded 
warrior hunt at a 
private central Texas 
game ranch. Flow-
ers lost his right leg 
below the knee after an 
improvised-explosive 
device detonation in 
Iraq in 2007.

Photo by Staff Sgt. 
Keith Anderson

riors experience a sense 
of helplessness and 
depression after their 
injuries, Brewer said, 
but the trips and events 
build confidence and 
sometimes also lead to 
networking and jobs.

“There is nothing in 
the world like watching 
a Soldier re-attain the 
understanding that he 
or she can still effec-
tively engage the world 
around him or her 
– and, in some cases, 
gaining new interests 
and a newly impas-
sioned spirit that leads 
to new professional 
employment opportuni-
ties.”
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parents do and under-
stand that requirement 
better than we realize,” 
Siller added. “They are 
trying to pursue their 
own dreams and I think 
we all want to see them 
do this and help them 
with this.”

Service members 
and their teammates, 
staff from their partner 
school, presented joint 
projects and initiatives 
and also discussed 
what plans they had for 
the remainder of the 
year. 

Ideas like bringing 
kids on the installation 
to see different areas 
such as the medical 
facilities or the his-
toric Quadrangle were                
offered.

More traditional 
events were also 
planned, including read-
ing programs and guest 
speakers who could 
come to the schools.

“This is a really spe-
cial program, and it’s 
great that our students 
know they have addi-
tional adults that have 
their backs,” said Tonya 
Hyde, principal for Fort 

Sam Houston Elemen-
tary School.

“I think one hour a 
day can make a lifetime 
of difference for a child 
– this is an investment 
in America’s future,” 
said Lt. Col. Zoltan 
Krompecher, command-
er, Headquarters and 
Headquarters Battalion, 
U.S. Army North. 

District superinten-
dants spoke following 
the round-robin from 
each school, reinforcing 
what was said and cap-
turing the spirit of what 
the Adopt-a-School pro-
gram is about – Soldiers 
and teachers teaming 
up to provide quality 
role models for school 
children.

“The military not only 
protects our future, you 
build our future too,” 
said Mark Scheffler, as-
sociate superintendent 
for administration and 
human resources with 
the North East ISD. 

“It’s time we start 
looking at the people 
in our children’s lives 
who make a difference. 
Please believe me: You 
are true heroes to our 
children – and you are 
also heroes to us.”

Photo by Sgt. Lee Ezzell
Lt. Col. Zoltan Krompecher, commander, Headquarters and Head-
quarters Battalion, U.S. Army North, speaks with his school part-
ners from Pershing Elementary School – principal Kathleen St. 
Clair (left) and Debbie Andrews – Oct. 16 at the Adopt-a-School 
Program School-Unit Partnership Luncheon held at the Fort Sam 
Houston Golf Club.

ADOPT from P6 Education and training test center 
offers accessibility, opportunities   
By Deyanira Romo Rossell 
502nd FSS Marketing

Military wife Laudra 
Calaf just gave birth 
to her fourth child a 
couple of weeks ago and 
recently found herself in 
complete calm and quiet 
within the walls of the 
502nd Force Support 
Squadron Education and 
Training Testing Center 
on Joint Base San Anto-
nio-Fort Sam Houston. 

Calaf is among a 
varied group of test-
takers, including mem-
bers from all branches 
of the service and even 
family members like her, 
tackling everything from 
College Level Examina-
tion Program tests and 
mid-term exams to 
professional military 
education courses at this 
National Test Center. 

“I am getting a degree 
in early childhood educa-
tion,” Calaf said. “Since 
I’m taking online courses, 
some of them require 
proctored exams, so I 
come here to take those 
tests.”

Wayland Baptist Uni-
versity National Test Cen-
ter Administrator Linda 
Muth is a retired Air 
Force major and proctors 
exams at the JBSA-Fort 
Sam Houston office Mon-
day and Friday and at 
JBSA-Randolph Tuesday 
through Thursday. 

Muth arrives at 7:30 
a.m. and testing begins 
at 8 a.m. CLEP and 
Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education 
Support Subject Stan-
dardized Tests exams, 
which provide college 
credit, are free for mili-
tary members and $100 
for civilians, military 
dependents and retired 
military members. The 

proctor fee for university 
exams is $20. There is 
no age limit for testing.

Chief Master Sgt. Mark 
Renninger, who is retir-
ing soon after 30 years of 
service, is spending a lot 
of time at the test center. 

He is taking advantage 
of the free CLEP tests 
before his retirement, 
amassing 57 semester 
hours in just eight days. 

“I didn’t get a bach-
elor’s degree while I was 
in, so I am trying to get 
as many hours as I can 
toward getting a degree,” 
Renninger said. “I am 
very grateful for this 
center. Hopefully, this is 
going to save me a lot of 
time and money as far as 
taking classes.”

Down a few comput-
ers, Army Staff Sgt. Neil 
Kimball works on an 
anatomy and physiology 
mid-term exam, work-
ing toward getting into 
the physician assistant 
program. 

He finishes and steps 
out to tell Muth that he 
scored an 85. According 
to Kimball, setting up 
the proctor exam was a 
quick and easy process. 

“It is very simple. You 
come in, do your thing 
and get it done,” Kimball 
says 

For Muth, celebrating 
the successes is the best 
part of her job. 

“They are excited 
about it and I’m excited 
for them,” she said. “I 
went through it.” 

The Education and 
Training Center is in a 
trailer off of Reynolds 
Road on 2427 Hood 
Street, a new location. 

Along with Muth, there 
is an enlisted training 
manager and two civilian 
training managers under 
the direction of John 
Fitzgerald, the acting 
chief of the Force Devel-
opment Flight. 

“The feedback we 
have received since 

opening the National 
Test Center is extremely 
positive,” Fitzgerald said. 
“Personnel no longer 
have to travel to JBSA-
Lackland or JBSA-Ran-
dolph to take CLEP or 
DANTES tests or to have 
exams proctored. They 
are extremely grateful 
and supportive of our 
facility and our mission.”

DANTES is a Depart-
ment of Defense orga-
nization created to help 
service members pursue 
their educational goals 
and earn degrees or cer-
tifications while continu-
ing to serve their country. 

While it has been a bit 
challenging to find the 
trailer at its new loca-
tion, word of mouth has 
spread and more ser-
vice members and their 
dependents are finding 
their way to the center. 

Muth sees 10 to 20 
test-takers every Monday 
and Friday. 

“We understand duty, 
family and time con-
straints impact people’s 
day-to-day lives,” Fitzger-
ald said. “So wherever 
and whenever we can 
make a positive impact, 
we will assist any way 
we can.

“Although we are 
in a temporary facility, 
we understand that the 
impact we have on this 
base and community is 
permanent.”

The center offers 70 
DSST and CLEP exams 
that fulfill general subject 
areas such as math, hu-
manities, English, social 
science and speech. 

To schedule an ap-
pointment for testing at 
JBSA-Fort Sam Houston, 
go to http://www.sa.wbu.
edu/SAtest7/ntc.asp. For 
more information on the 
test center, call 221-1844.

Photo by Deyanira Romo Rossell
Chief Master Sgt. Mark Renninger gets started on a new CLEP test 
with the help of Linda Muth, the test administrator at the 502nd 
Force Support Squadron Education and Training testing center on 
JBSA-Fort Sam Houston.
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The new law gives 
teachers and admin-
istrators more options 
than they had before. 
For example, under the 
law, the bully may be 
transferred to another 
class or school. Until 
now, only the victim 
could be transferred.

Additionally, the law 
states that the victim of 
bullying may no longer 
be punished for using 
reasonable self-defense 
to protect themselves. 
Until this provision 
was enacted, a student 
defending himself from 
an attack was often the 
one punished.

“If you are doing or 
saying things that are 
no longer fun to the 
other person, then it is 
time to stop and apolo-
gize,” Huffman said.

“Where can you 
find bullying?” asked 
Company D commander 
Capt. Jennifer Hus-

bands of the group of 
students. The students 
all shouted in response, 
“Everywhere!”

“Cyber bullying is 
also gaining popularity 
among young teens,” 
Husbands said. “Us-
ing the Internet or cell 
phones to torment, 
threaten or text inap-
propriate words can 
hurt or cause a dan-
gerous outcome to the 
person who is receiving 
the message.

“You must fight back 
in a positive manner,” 
she said. “Never try 
to ‘handle your busi-
ness’ in a vengeful way. 
Always tell someone 
– your teachers, your 
parents or someone you 
can trust – so they can 
help you resolve the 
problem.”

After the presenta-
tion, Lt. Col. Frank 
Valetin, BAMC ophthal-
mology chief, spoke 
about his experiences of 
bullying in school and 

how he dealt with the 
situation.

“I remember one day 
being so mad at the 
kids who were teasing 
and picking on me that 
I cried at my desk and 
took out my Bible and 
read a scripture that 
helped me with the pain 
that I felt,” he said. 

With his spiritual 
guidance and by telling 
his parents and teach-
ers, it helped him to 
overcome it and kept 
him from acting out in 
a negative way.

“Use the three T’s,” 
he emphasized. “Talk to 
the person who is doing 
the act, tell a parent 

or teacher, and keep 
telling until a course of 
action takes place.”

Consequences of bul-
lying are serious and 
can be prevented. Talk 
to school counselors, 
teachers and parents if 
students are harassed 
or you feel threatened 
by someone.

FSHISD Weekly
CAmPUS ACTIvITIeS
Fort Sam Houston Elementary School
Nov. 1
College/University T-shirt Day
Report cards go home
Football Fun Run, grades one through five, 
Cole track at 7:10 p.m.

Robert G. Cole Middle and High Schools
Oct. 30
Red Ribbon Week: “Team Up Against Drugs.” 
Middle school students can wear their 
favorite sports jersey.
Oct. 31
Red Ribbon Week: “You’re My Inspiration.”  
Middle school students to dress like a person 
that inspires them.
Nov. 1
Cole flu shot clinic from 8 a.m. to noon, 
Media Center Workroom
Josten’s Senior presentations during Pride 
class
Junior varsity football at Goliad, 6 p.m.
Middle school football vs. Goliad, 5 and 6:30 
p.m.
Nov. 2
Varsity football vs. Goliad, 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 3
Fall musical rehearsals at Mosely gym, from 
1 to 3 p.m.

BAmC from P6

Photo by Robert Shields
Patricia Huffman, wife of Brooke Army Medical Center Command Sgt. Maj. Marshall Huffman, 
speaks to the Cole Middle School students on anti-bullying and prevention in the school’s gymna-
sium Oct 10.
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Budge Dental Clinic 
Hours Change

Walk-in exams at the Budge 
Dental Clinic, located at 3145 Gar-
den Ave., Building 1278, are from 
6 to 10 a.m. and noon to 2 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. Sick call is 
from 6 to 10 a.m. and noon to 3 
p.m. weekdays. The clinic is open 
from 6 a.m. to 3 p.m., and closed 
for lunch from 11 a.m. to noon 
weekdays. There are department 
and clinic meetings from noon to 
1 p.m. Thursdays. People may now 
call to schedule an exam/prophy-
laxis appointment in place of a 
walk-in exam. These combination 
appointments are limited and only 
offered certain days of the week. 
For more information, call 808-
3736 or 808-3735.

JBSA FSH Voting  
Assistance Office

The Joint Base San Antonio-Fort 
Sam Houston Voting Assistance 
Office is open and available to 
provide information and resources 
to military and civilian personnel 
and their family members about 
the 2012 elections. The office also 
assists voters in registering. The 
office is open from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. weekdays at 1706 Stanley 
Road, Building 2263. Call 221-
1424 for more information. For 
additional information on voting 
in Texas, outside of Texas and 
absentee voting, go to http://www.
fvap.gov.

Army’s Funded Legal  
Education Program

The Office of the Staff Judge 
Advocate General is accepting 
applications for the Army’s Funded 
Legal Education Program, where 
active duty commissioned officers, 
second lieutenant through captain, 
may attend law school at govern-
ment expense. Interested officers 
should review Chapter 14 of 
Army Regulation 27-1 (The Judge 
Advocate General’s Funded Legal 

Education Program), to determine 
their eligibility. Review the AHRC 
website for branch specific contact 
information at http://www.hrc.
army.mil or contact their local 
Staff Judge Advocate for more 
information: U.S. Army North and 
JBSA-Fort Sam Houston at 221-
0484, Army South at 295-6325; 
Army Medical Department Center & 
School at 295-9893 or Army Medi-
cal Command at 221-8400.

Suicide Intervention  
Skills Training Offered

Applied Suicide Intervention 
Skills Training is being offered for 
Joint Base San Antonio active duty 
members, civilians and family 
members. The training will be held 
on the last Thursday and Friday 
of every month. Call 221-1696 to 
register, as seating is limited. T4T 
trained instructors are also needed 
to facilitate the course. People 
who have successfully completed 
the T4T training can also call 
221-1696.

All-Day Appointments 
for CAC/ID Cards

The 502nd Air Base Wing now 
has an all-day appointment-only 
process for all military members, 
retirees, dependents, civil service 
employees and contractor custom-
ers. Appointment times are 8 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, scheduled in 20-minute 
intervals. Changes to existing ID 
Card/CAC and DEERS services 
only affect the main DEERS ID 
Card/CAC issuance facilities at 
these locations: 502nd Force 
Support Squadron, Building 367, 
Joint Base San Antonio-Fort Sam 
Houston, 221-0415; 802nd Force 
Support Squadron, Building 5616, 
JBSA-Lackland, 671-4178; and 
902nd Force Support Squadron, 
Building 399, JBSA-Randolph, 652-
1845. Customers can schedule 
appointments at any of these 
facilities by visiting https://rapids-
appointments.dmdc.osd.mil/ or call 
the numbers listed to set up an 
appointment.

NeWS BRIeFS 
from P6

Walk Challenge
Army Health Promotions is 

challenging people to walk twice 
a week for 30 minutes. Group 
walking sessions are 3:20-4:50 p.m. 
Mondays and Fridays at the Medical 
Education and Training Campus 
track or 6:30 a.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at San Antonio Military 
Medical Center outside by the Grab 
n Go tables, by the Tower North. Call 
221-1131, 295-2399 or 295-2538 
for information.

Haunted House 
The JBSA-Fort Sam Houston 

Youth Center haunted house will 
open Friday-Saturday, Oct. 26-27, 
6:30-10:30 p.m. and on Halloween, 
Oct. 31, 6-9:30 p.m. at the Youth 
Center, Building 1630. Casper’s Fun 
House will be open for the little ones. 
The cost will be $1 for children 5 
and under, $2 for children and youth 
ages 6-18 and $3 for adults. Call 
221-3502.

Concert In The Quad 
Joint Base San Antonio-Fort 

Sam Houston presents an evening 
of patriotic music performed by 
the 323rd Army Band "Fort Sam's 
Own" at the "Concert in the Quad" 
at 5 p.m. Nov. 4. The Quadrangle 
will open at 3:30 p.m. and all are 
invited to come, bring a blanket, tour 
the historic Quadrangle and listen 
to historic presentations. Join our 
service members and their families 
and settle in for a free evening of 
melodies guaranteed to please.

Vietnam Veterans 50th 
Anniversary Welcome 
Home Ceremony

U.S. Army North hosts a Vietnam 
Veterans 50th Anniversary Welcome 
Home Ceremony, parade and recep-
tion from 4 to 7 p.m. Nov. 7. The 
ceremony, which is free and open to 
the public, will be held on the Staff 
Post Parade Field. All Vietnam-era 
veterans are invited to attend and 
participate.

Wicked Zumba Workout 
Oct. 27, 10 a.m.-noon at the 

Fitness Center on the METC, Building 
1369. Costumes are welcome. Par-
ticipants take home giveaways and 

T-shirts. Youth, 13-15 years old, are 
welcome to work out with a parent or 
guardian. Call 808-5709.

Library Gets Its Scare On
Preschool children are invited to 

don their costumes for a Halloween 
tradition, Spooky Story Time, Oct 27, 
2-3 p.m. at the Keith A. Campbell 
Memorial Library. Enjoy some ghoul-
ish stories, a trick-or-treating parade 
and howling-fun crafts. Children 
up to age 5 are welcome to join the 
excitement. Call 221-4702.

41st Combat Support
Hospital Reunion

Former members of the 41st CSH 
are invited for a picnic reunion noon 
to 5 p.m. Oct. 27 at Salado Creek 
Park on JBSA-Fort Sam Houston. 
Cost is $25 per person. Call 916-
9527, 269-2150 or 654-3264 for 
more information.

Movie Night
The votes are in; find out what plays 
on the big inflatable screen Oct. 27 
at dusk at the JBSA-Fort Sam Hous-
ton flagpole. Call            221-1718.

Gospel Music Fest
Oct. 27, 6:30 p.m., Dodd Field 

Chapel, call 241-1713 or 382-1978.

Budget Development
Oct. 29, 2-4 p.m., Roadrunner 

Community Center, Building 2797, 
call 221-2380.

Access Level 1
Oct. 30, 8 a.m.-noon, Roadrunner 

Community Center, Building 2797, 
call 221-2518 or 221-2705.

Family Readiness Group 
Leadership Academy

Oct. 30-31, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Road-
runner Community Center, Building 
2797, call 221-1829 or 221-0946 
or e-mail usaf.jbsa.502-abw.
mbx.502-fss-acs-mobilization-and-
deployment@mail.mil.

HUGS playgroup
Oct. 30, 9-11 a.m., Middle School 

Teen Center, Building 2515, call 221-
0349 or 221-2418.

Newcomer’s Extravaganza
Oct. 30, 9:30-11 a.m., Sam 

Houston Community Center. The 
extravaganza is an opportunity to 
learn about JBSA-Fort Sam Houston 
and the San Antonio area as well 
as meet representatives from many 

different organizations, programs 
and businesses. Call 221-1681 or 
221-2418.

Dare to be Debt Free
Oct. 30, 2-4 p.m., Roadrunner 

Community Center, Building 2797, 
call 221-1612.

Teens and Money Management
Oct. 30, 5-6 p.m., Roadrunner 

Community Center, Building 2797, 
call 221-2380.

Access Level 2
Oct. 31, 8 a.m.-noon, Roadrunner 

Community Center, Building 2797, 
call 221-2518 or 221-2705.

Surviving the Holidays
Oct. 31, 9-11 a.m., Roadrunner 

Community Center, Building 2797, 
call 221-1612.

24/7 Dads
Oct. 31, noon-2 p.m., Roadrunner 

Community Center, Building 2797. 
This is a four-part series, lunch will 
be provided the first day. To register, 
call 221-0349.

Halloween Carnival
Oct. 31, 4-5:30 p.m., JBSA-Fort 

Sam Houston School Age Services, 
Building 1703. Wear your costume 
and enjoy carnival games, dancing 
and treats. Call 221-3381.

Excel Level 1
Nov. 1, 8 a.m.-noon, Roadrunner 

Community Center, Building 2797, 
call 221-2518 or 221-2705.

Trails & Tales Tour
Nov. 1, 9 a.m.-noon, meet at 

the Roadrunner Community Center, 
Building 2797 at 8:45 a.m., call 
221-2418.

ScreamFree Marriage
Nov. 1, 2:30-4:30 p.m., Roadrun-

ner Community Center, Building 
2797. This is a four part series. To 
register, call 221-0349.

ScreamFree Parenting
Nov. 1, 5:30-7:30 p.m., Dodd 

Field Chapel, call 221-0349

Joint Base San Antonio 
Special Olympics

The Exceptional Family Member 
Program will hold a Joint Base San 
Antonio Special Olympics from 9 
a.m. to noon Nov. 3 on JBSA-Fort 
Sam Houston. For more information 

or to volunteer, call 221-2962.

Free Tops in Blue 
Concert Tickets

Joint Base San Antonio is hosting 
“Listen,” a free Tops in Blue show 4 
p.m. Nov. 4 at the Laurie Audito-
rium. Seating is on a first-come, 
first-served basis, but patrons must 
have a ticket. Doors will open no 
earlier than 45 minutes prior to 
show time. Tickets are available at 
JBSA-Randolph ITT in the Community 
Services Mall, Building 895; JBSA-
Lackland’s ITT office, Building 5505 
and the Sam Houston  Community 
Center, Building 1395. Ticket-holders 
must be seated by 3:40 p.m. Those 
without tickets will be allowed to 
enter at this time.

Federal Resume Writing 
Nov. 5, 9 a.m.-noon, Roadrunner 

Community Center, Building 2797, 
call 221-0516 or 221-0427.

Armed Forces Team 
Building Level 2 

Nov. 7-8, 8:30 a.m.-2:45 p.m., 
Installation Chaplain's Training 
Room, Building 2530, call 221-0918 
or 221-2611.

Employment Search Orientation
Nov. 9, 1-3 p.m., Roadrunner 

Community Center, Building 2797, 
call 221-0516.

Friday Night Jazz & Wine
Nov. 9, 7:30 p.m. at the Historic 

Fort Sam Houston Theatre featuring 
American jazz, blues and funk 
saxophonist Ronnie Laws and Swiss-
born jazz pianist and composer 
Alex Bugnon. Laws is one of the 
original members of Earth, Wind 
and Fire and Bugnon will be joined 
by special guest musician Jeffery 
Smith. Doors open and cocktail 
hour begins at 7 p.m. Open to DOD 
ID cardholders and their guests. 
Tickets are available for purchase at 
https://einvitations.afit.edu/inv/anim.
cfm?i=128924&k=03634A007953. 

Armed Forces Action Plan 
The Armed Force Action Plan 

Conference will be held Nov. 13-16. 
People can submit issues and/
or volunteer to participate in this 
annual event. To submit an issue, 
email jbsa.afap@gmail.com. Call 
221-2336 for more information.

THE     GATE

See INSIDe, P24

One of the best things about ICE is that 
people can let service providers know when 
they do a great job, not just for poor service. 

It takes 5 minutes or less to submit a 
comment at http://ice.disa.mil.

Did you know? 
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“On Golden Pond” 
at the Harlequin

Thursdays, Fridays at Saturdays 
through Nov. 17 at the Harlequin 
Dinner Theatre, Building 2652, 
Harney Road. Call 222-9694 for 
reservations. 

Theater Arts Program 
Children, ages 4 and up, can 

take the stage after a long day at 
school in the Theater Arts Program 
at School Age Services, Building 
1705. The cost is $80 for a month 
of biweekly classes. Classes are 4-5 
p.m. for ages 4-6, 5-6 p.m. for ages 
7-10 and 6-7 p.m. for ages 11 and 
up. Call 221-3381 for information.

Story Time at the Library
Preschool children are invited to 

the weekly story time Thursdays, 10 
a.m. at the Keith A. Campbell Memo-
rial Library, Building 1222 on Harney 
Path. Call 221-4702.

Thrift Shop Open
The JBSA-Fort Sam Houston Thrift 

Shop at 3100 Zinn Road, run by 

the Spouses’ Club of the Fort Sam 
Houston Area, is open and full of 
clothing, shoes, housewares, toys, 
books, furniture, jewelry and more. 
There is currently a summer blow-
out sale with many items marked 
half off. The shop also has Hal-
loween costumes and ladies formal 
wear. Store hours are Wednesday, 
Thursday and the third Saturday 
of each month from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Consigned items are taken 
those same days from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Donations are taken anytime 
during regular business hours. 
Consignment of fall items begins 
Oct. 17. For more information, call 
221-5794/4537 or click on http://
www.scfsh.com.  

Basic Skills Education Program
Classes are Monday-Friday 7:30 

a.m.-3:30 p.m. for a period of 14 
working days. Service members 
will receive instruction in reading 
comprehension, vocabulary and 
math skills. The class is designed 
to teach basic college preparatory 
skills to service members with a GT 
score less than 110. Call 221-1738 
to enroll.

The Waring Halloween Walk
The Hill Country Volkssportv-

erein volksmarch club is hosting 
a 5k, 10k and 15k walk Oct. 27 
and 28 starting at the Waring VFD 
Hall, Waring-Welfare Road near the 
intersection with FM 1621. Walks 
start between 8 a.m. and noon, 
finish by 3 p.m. Call 830-995-2421 
for information.

Halloween at Morgan’s 
Wonderland

Morgan’s Wonderland will be 
open 5-8 p.m. Oct. 31. Children 

age 12 and younger and special-
needs individuals of all ages can 
wear their Halloween costumes 
and go trick-or-treating while they 
enjoy the 25-acre theme park and  
attractions that are accessible to 
everyone. For more information, 
visit http://www.MorgansWonder-
land.com.

UIW Veterans Day 
Ceremony, Guest Speaker 

The University of the Incarnate 
Word holds its 10th Annual 
Veterans Day Ceremony at 11 a.m. 
Nov. 8 on the Dubuis Lawn. as 
part of the event, Maj. Andrew E. 
Montoya from U.S. Army South will 
talk about being an active duty 
Soldier as well as studying for a 
doctorate degree. Toys for Tots will 

also collect toys for disadvantaged 
children as holiday gifts. For more 
information, call 829-2705

Foster a Puppy
The Department of Defense dog 

breeding program needs families 
to foster puppies for three months. 
Potential foster families will raise a 
puppy age 12 weeks to six months 
in a stimulating and safe home 
environment. Call 671-3686 for 
more information.

Dinosaur Stampede 
The San Antonio Botanical 

Garden, 555 Funston, features a 
life-size dinosaur exhibit through 
Dec. 31. Call 207-3255 or visit 
http://www.sabot.org for more in-
formation.
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PROTESTANT SERVICES
Main Post (Gift) Chapel
Building 2200, 1605 Wilson Way 
8 and 11 a.m. - Traditional 
Dodd Field Chapel
Building 1721, 3600 Dodd Blvd. 
8:30 a.m. - Samoan
10:30 a.m. - Gospel
Army Medical Department
Regimental Chapel
Building 1398, 3545 Garden Ave. 
9:20 a.m. - 32nd Medical Brigade 
Collective Service 
Brooke Army Medical
Center Chapel
Building 3600,
3851 Roger Brooke Rd. 
10 a.m. - Traditional 
Evans Auditorium 
Building 1396, 1396 Garden Ave.
11:01 - Contemporary 
“Crossroads”

CATHOLIC SERVICES 
Daily Mass
Brooke Army Medical Center Chapel
Building 3600,
3851 Roger Brooke Rd. 

11:05 a.m., Monday through Friday
Main Post (Gift) Chapel
Building 2200, 1605 Wilson Way 
11:30 a.m., Monday through Friday 
Saturday 
Main Post (Gift) Chapel
4:45 p.m. – Reconciliation
5:30 p.m. - Evening Mass
Sunday 
8 a.m. - Morning Mass, AMEDD 
8:30 a.m. - Morning Mass, BAMC 
9:30 a.m. - Morning Mass, MPC 
11:30 a.m. - Morning Mass, BAMC 
12:30 p.m. - Morning Mass, DFC

JEWISH SERVICES 
8 p.m. - Jewish Worship, 
Friday, MPC
8:30 p.m. - Oneg Shabbat, 
Friday, MPC

ISLAMIC SERVICE
1:30 p.m. – Jummah, 
Friday, AMEDD

LATTER DAY SAINTS SERVICES 
1 p.m. - LDS Worship, Sunday, 
AMEDD 

CHAPel WORSHIP SCHeDUle

For worship opportunities of faith groups not listed here,
please visit the JBSA-Fort Sam Houston Chaplain’s website at

http://www.samhouston.army.mil/chaplain.

INSIDe from P23

fort
freebies
forsale
FOR SALE: Microwave oven, 
$25; stackable electric 
washer and gas dryer, $250; 
dresser, $35; single bed with 
headboard and frame, $60; 
living room set with coffee 
table and end table, $250. 
Call 241-1291.
FOR SALE: New Rascal 
wheelchair, $700. Call        
661-3765.

Nov. 1 
CAM Kickoff Luncheon – 11:30 a.m. regis-
tration, noon lunch. Guest speaker is Robin 
Lineberger, CEO, Deloitte Federal Govern-
ment Services; San Antonio Exposition Hall 
at Freeman Coliseum, 3201 E. Houston St. 
Members, $40 for individual, $450 for table 
of eight; non-members: $50, individual and 
$550 for table of eight. Registration required. 
Senior NCO Salute – 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Chamber reception at San Antonio Botanical 
Garden, 555 Funston Place. Performance 
by the 323rd Army Band “Fort Sam’s Own.”  
Free and open to public.
Nov. 2
Association of the U.S. Army Luncheon – 
11:30 a.m. Guest speaker is Arthur Emerson, 
Texas Military Preparedness Commissioner, 
Sam Houston Community Center.  
Nov. 3 
Saluting America’s Heroes – 2:30 to 8:30  
p.m., Texas A&M University-San Antonio 
Main Campus, 1 University Way. Displays, 
exhibits, military enlistment ceremony, 
benefits fair and more.
San Antonio Spurs CAM Game Night – 7:30 
p.m. at AT&T Center, One AT&T Center 
Parkway. Opponent is the Utah Jazz. Ticket 
for game required. 
Nov. 4 
“Listen” Tops in Blue Concert – 4 p.m. 
at Laurie Auditorium, Trinity University, 715 
Stadium Drive. Free and open to the public. 
Concert at the Quadrangle – 5 p.m. at the 
Joint Base San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston 
Quadrangle, 1400 E. Grayson St., with the 
323rd Army Band “Fort Sam’s Own.” The 
Grayson Street pedestrian gate will be open 
at 3:30 p.m. Free and open to the public.
SeaWorld San Antonio Military Family Day 
– During regular park hours.

Nov. 5 
CAM Birdies for the Brave Golf Tournament 
– 9:30 a.m. registration and noon shotgun 
start at TPC San Antonio, JW Marriott San 
Antonio Hill Country Resort and Spa, 23808 
Resort Parkway.
Nov. 6 
Employer Support for the Guard & Reserve 
“Salute to Employers Awards Luncheon” 
– Noon at Doubletree Hotel Downtown, 502 
West Cesar E. Chavez Boulevard. Guest 
speaker is Brig. Gen. Kirk Vollmecke, com-
mander, Mission and Installation Contract-
ing Command. 
Nov. 7 
Air Force Association Combat Breakfast – 
7 a.m. at Kendrick’s Enlisted Club at Joint 
Base San Antonio-Randolph. Guest speaker 
is Maj. Gen. Suzanne Vautrinot, commander 
of 24th Air Force. 
Welcome Home, Vietnam Veterans – 4 
p.m. at JBSA-Fort Sam Houston Staff Post 
Parade Field with Vietnam Veteran reception 
following at the Quadrangle. Open to the 
public.
Nov. 8 
Spirit of America Dinner – 6:15 p.m. cock-
tails and 7 p.m. dinner at Grand Hyatt Ho-
tel, 600 E. Market St. Guest speaker is Gen. 
Charles H. Jacoby Jr., commander of North 
American Aerospace Defense Command 
and U.S. Northern Command. By invitation 
only. Registration required and available at 
http://www.CelebrateAmericasMilitary.com or 
call 229-2119.

Nov. 9 
JW Marriott San Antonio Hill Country 
Resort & Spa presents a Salute to Fisher 
House Gala – 6 p.m. cocktails and 7:30 
p.m. dinner and program at JW Marriott San 
Antonio Hill Country Resort & Spa, 23808 
Resort Parkway. Registration required. Call 
(240) 559-2470 for information.
Nov. 10 
Veterans parade and wreath-laying                  
ceremony – 10:30 a.m. ceremony and 
parade at noon at Alamo Plaza. Open to 
public.
UTSA Military Day Football Game – 4 p.m. 
at Alamodome, 100 Montana St. Game 
features UTSA Roadrunners hosting the 
McNeese State Cowboys. Ticket purchase 
required. Buy tickets at http://www.ticket-
master.com. 
Nov. 11 
San Antonio Rock n’ Roll Marathon, Half 
Marathon and Mini-Marathon – 7:30 a.m. 
start in downtown San Antonio near South 
Alamo Street and East Market Street. $15 
registration discount for military members 
with code MILITARY2012. See http://runrock-
nroll.competitor.com/san-antonio for more 
information. 
Veterans Day Ceremonies – 9:30 a.m. 
musical prelude, 10 a.m. program at Fort 
Sam Houston National Cemetery, 1520 Harry 
Wurzbach Road. Open to the public.
Bexar County Buffalo Soldiers Com-
memorative Ceremony – 1:30 p.m. at San 
Antonio National Cemetery, 517 Paso Hondo 
St. Open to the public
Veterans Day Concert “Salute to Service” 
– 7 p.m. at Majestic Theater, 224 E. Hous-
ton Street, with the San Antonio Symphony 
and Air Force Band of the West. Open to the 
public.
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