
The recruits of Kilo Company, 3rd Recruit Train-
ing Battalion, navigated Parris Island’s wooded 
areas Nov. 20 using only a map and compass to 
prepare for times when modern technology is un-
available.

“Even though the modern world has a lot of navi-
gational technology, it is still important to teach the 
recruits the basics,” said Sgt. James Reed, a land 

navigation instructor. “They need to know it in case 
all the technology stops working.” 

Instructors taught the recruits about possible ter-
rains they could cross while practicing land naviga-
tion, the different features on a map, how to plot 
points on their maps, and how to use their compass 
and protractor.

The recruits received four points they had to find 
during the course, which they completed during 
the day and night. 

“We made them do it at night too because they 

never know when they are going to need it,” said 
Reed, a 23-year-old from Ossian, Ind. “Technology 
can go out at any time, and they need to be pre-
pared.”

Some recruits believed land navigation would be 
easy because they had experience with some form 
of it prior to arriving on Parris Island.

“I hunted a lot before I came into the Marine 
Corps, so I thought I knew a lot about land naviga-
tion,” said Pfc. Matthew Miller, Platoon 3096. “After 
we were taught the way the Marine Corps does land 
navigation, I was very surprised and happy I paid 
attention.”

The recruits can see the numbers on the compass 
during the day portion of land navigation, said Reed. 
When they do the night portion, they have to rely a 
lot more on their math skills and pace counts.

“When we do the night portion of land navigation, 
we are going to have to move a lot slower,” said Pfc. 
Alexander Albrecht, Platoon 3097, a 19-year-old 
from Easley, S.C. “We are going to have to concen-
trate and be precise in our pace counts because we 
have the element of darkness against us.” 

The recruits of Kilo Company have navigated to 
the end of recruit training, and now they march 
across the parade deck as the nation’s newest          
Marines.
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RECRUITS SIGHT IN 

Rct. Tyler Eaton, 21, Platoon 3100, 
Kilo Company, 3rd Recruit Training 
Battalion, acts as security for 
his partner as the pair advance 
through the day movement course 
Nov. 19 at Parris Island's combat 
training area. Recruits practiced 
basic combat tactics while on the 
course. Eaton, from Williamson, 
N.Y., is scheduled to graduate today. 
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Kilo navigates through training 

Rct. John Watson, left, and Rct. Juan Guevara-
Sanchez, Platoon 3096, Kilo Company, 3rd Recruit 
Training Battalion, discuss a plan to find their next 
destination during the land navigation course at 
the land naviagtion training area Nov. 20 on Parris 
Island. Watson, a 19-year-old from Pensacola, Fla., 
and Guevara-Sanchez, a 23-year-old from Orlando, 
Fla., had to navigate to four points using a map 
and compass during the course. Kilo Company is 
scheduled to graduate today.Photo by Lance Cpl. MaryAnn Hill
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Kilo Company Graduates
Honor Graduates

Pfc. J. M. Avans, Pfc. P. A. Baker, Pfc. C. A. Bennett, Pvt. A. B. Benton Jr., Pvt. A. E. Blythe, Pfc. M. D. Brown, Pvt. J. A. 
Brumbelow, Pvt. J. E. Bushnell Jr., Pfc. D. E. Caffy, Pvt. A. S. Campbell, Pvt. C. A. Canto, Pfc. C. C. Champagne, Pvt. D. 
M. Chastain, Pvt. J. E. Clark, Pvt. S. J. Cobb, Pvt. J. T. Collins, Pfc. C. D. Copeland, Pfc. D. L. Daniels, Pvt. C. J. Davila, 

Pfc. J. D. Dodd, Pvt. D. S. Duren Jr., Pfc. A. C. Elmore, Pvt. K. W. Ervin II, Pvt. J. D. Escobedo, Pfc. J. M. Fitzgerald, Pvt. E. C. Fragoso-Perez, Pvt. 
H. C. Garrett, Pfc. G. E. Gloska, Pvt. D. D. Glover, Pvt. D. D. Gosha, Pvt. D. D. Grant, Pvt. J. A. Green, Pvt. A. R. Griffis, Pfc. J. E. Guevara-Sanchez, 
Pvt. S. J. Gustaitis Jr., Pvt. M. J. Hallahan, Pvt. A. E. Haltom, Pvt. N. D. Harrell, Pfc. C. A. Harwell, Pvt. L. T. Haynes, Pvt. D. L. Henry, Pfc. J. S. Houk, 
Pvt. M. E. Howell Jr., Pvt. A. T. Howerton, Pfc. A. T. Hull, Pvt. C. J. Jackson, Pfc. C. L. Jackson Jr., Pfc. P. B. Jarrett, Pfc. K. N. Jenkins, Pfc. M. X. 
Johnson, Pfc. D. M. Kabina, Pvt. M. E. Knight, Pvt. J. D. Lane Jr., Pfc. J. R. Laws, Pvt. J. S. Lee, Pvt. J. T. Lee, Pvt. N. W. Magness, Pvt. S. P. Magruder, 
Pfc. D. A. Matlock, Pfc. M. J. Miller, Pvt. T. L. Montgomery, Pfc. B. R. Moody, Pvt. C. T. Morton, Pvt. C. M. Myers, Pvt. B. J. Newman, Pfc. M. L. 
Norman, Pvt. J. M. Ortiz-Ruiz, Pfc. D. M. Peach, Pfc. K. J. Poteet, Pvt. M. D. Quick, Pvt. D. M. Rhodes, Pfc. D. N. Rhodes III, Pfc. J. A. Schultz, Pfc. 
J. S. Shelton, Pfc. J. S. Shumate Jr., Pvt. R. W. Spakes, Pvt. C. N. Stacy, Pvt. H. D. Stanford, Pvt. L. N. Tabor, Pvt. A. E. Tellez, Pvt. M. O. Terry, Pvt. 
W. D. Traxler, Pvt. D. R. Vanvleet Jr., Pfc. D. R. Watkins, Pvt. J. R. Watson, Pvt. D. L. Welborn, Pfc. C. J. Williams, Pvt. A. D. Wilson, Pfc. D. R. Yates

Platoon 3096

Pfc. Matthew J. Miller, Douglasville, Ga.
Platoon 3096, Miller was recruited by 

Staff Sgt. Leeyow and trained by Staff Sgt. Galloway

Pfc. Alexander J. Albrecht, Easley S.C.
Platoon 3097, Albrecht was recruited by

Staff Sgt. Hodges and trained by Gunnery Sgt. Hickman

Pfc. Wesley R. McCulloch, Dyersburg, Tenn.
Platoon 3098, McCulloch was recruited by 

Staff Sgt. Totzke and trained by Staff Sgt. Hogue

Pfc. Zachary D. Alexander, Stuart, Fla.
Platoon 3100, Alexander was recruited by

Staff Sgt. Frazao and trained by Sgt. Herrera

Pfc. Kevin R. Wiseman, Glenwood, N.J.
Platoon 3101,Wiseman was recruited by
Sgt. Newton and trained by Sgt. Butler

Pfc. Robert E. Harrington Jr., Baltimore
Platoon 3102, Harrington was recruited by

Gunnery Sgt. Stepney Jr. and trained by Sgt. Sylvester

Pfc. A. J. Albrecht, Pvt. J. E. Alvarez, Pvt. S. E. Amaranteal-Cantara, Pfc. W. Andino Jr., Pvt. D. C. Ard, Pfc. N. A. Baker, 
Pfc. S. C. Barickman, Pfc. J. V. Beatty, Pfc. J. T. Beck, Pfc. W. H. Benhoff IV, Pfc. S. L. Bohannon Jr., Pvt. C. L. Bonner, 
Pfc. I. T. Booth, Pfc. R. A. Boyne, Pvt. R. V. Bullock, Pvt. J. L. Carawan, Pvt. C. C. Cartagena, Pfc. C. L. Chavis, Pvt. J. D. 

Cline, Pvt. H. M. Colon-Morales, Pfc. J. A. Conn, Pvt. J. M. Contreras-Cabrera, Pvt. J. M. Daniels, Pvt. G. A. Davis, Pfc. Y. Z. Defoe, Pvt. Q. D. Dinh, 
Pvt. T. P. Dziamniski, Pfc. K. J. Fink, Pvt. E. B. Geuser, Pvt. K. I. Gibbs, Pfc. J. B. Godfrey, Pvt. E. K. Gohl, Pvt. E. A. Gotay-Ortiz, Pfc. T. A. Gramsch, 
Pvt. B. L. Griggs, Pfc. C. J. Guerra, Pfc. D. J. Harrison, Pvt. T. A. Hensley, Pvt. T. R. Hines, Pvt. J. G. Hollaway, Pvt. T. R. Holmes Jr., Pvt. A. A. Hoots, 
Pvt. C. R. Johnson, Pfc. N. L. Johnson, Pvt. D. M. Kadinger, Pvt. D. A. Kilmer, Pvt. C. M. Kopet, Pvt. W. C. Kulovitz, Pfc. A. J. Lavender, Pfc. R. A. 
Leachman, Pvt. J. D. Loyd, Pfc. J. C. Murnahan, Pvt. J. C. Myers, Pfc. L. D. Nixon, Pfc. J. S. Nunez, Pvt. S. C. O’Connor, Pfc. G. L. Ojeda Jr., Pfc. C. 
J. Pappas, Pvt. A. D. Payton, Pvt. N. Perez, Pfc. H. J. Pretorius, Pfc. M. Quevedo-Chirinos, Pfc. C. J. Raines, Pvt. D. F. Rendon, Pvt. A. J. Rivas, Pvt. 
C. D. Roberts, Pfc. R. C. Robinson, Pfc. P. A. Roe, Pvt. S. M. Rogala, Pfc. S. D. Schmeer, Pfc. B. B. Schuler, Pfc. A. Scott, Pvt. K. M. Scott, Pvt. D. D. 
Shear, Pfc. J. A. Shockley, Pfc. D. A. Smalls, Pvt. D. M. Smith, Pfc. E. Soto, Pvt. T. O. Swain, Pfc. P. A. Taylor, Pvt. Z. E. Tomberg, Pvt. Z. M. Trombley, 
Pfc. B. D. Vaughan, Pfc. D. D. Velez, Pvt. J. A. Walden, Pvt. A. W. Walton, Pfc. C. M. Ward, Pvt. J. M. Whorley, Pfc. J. M. Yelton, Pfc. D. R. Zeballos

Platoon 3097

Pfc. C. T. Alaxanian, Pvt. E. D. Antorbeza-Pardo, Pvt. T. E. Archer, Pvt. E. J. Armstrong, Pvt. Q. M. Armstrong, Pvt. 
A. B. Arslanian, Pvt. S. J. Attiani, Pvt. K. E. Bandeira, Pvt. J. A. Baque, Pvt. M. R. Bedard, Pvt. R. D. Benny, Pvt. D. R. 
Bentley, Pvt. T. D. Betts, Pvt. D. M. Blair, Pvt. R. W. Boyd, Pvt. J. M. Boynes, Pfc. M. R. Brown, Pvt. D. W. Burch, Pfc. 

B. J. Burgess, Pvt. S. G. Calleia, Pvt. T. B. Cantrell, Pvt. J. D. Case, Pvt. C. M. Cassavaugh, Pvt. J. A. Caughill, Pvt. B. R. Cilley, Pvt. D. D. Colon, Pvt. 
C. D. Cortez, Pvt. J. D. Coudriet, Pvt. N. J. Cruz, Pfc. D. C. Desilvey, Pvt. N. T. Dodson, Pfc. D. S. Emery, Pfc. M. D. Fischer, Pvt. J. W. Foulke, Pvt. 
Z. J. Frail, Pvt. B. W. Funkhouser, Pvt. K. Garcia, Pfc. A. J. Gifford, Pvt. M. A. Grant, Pfc. C. M. Grimes, Pfc. R. W. Hand, Pvt. M. L. Hardesty, Pvt. J. 
A. Hartman, Pvt. N. C. Hershey, Pvt. A. A. Hindes, Pvt. G. M. Hone, Pvt. J. L. Jackson, Pvt. M. A. Leger, Pvt. J. K. Linnebur, Pfc. S. M. Love, Pvt. J. R. 
Lowry, Pvt. L. M. Majano, Pvt. S. A. Martin, Pvt. D. J. Mascher, Pfc. W. R. McCulloch, Pfc. P. D. McMahon, Pfc. M. Moncivais, Pvt. T. J. Monroe, Pvt. 
W. E. Moore Jr., Pfc. D. J. Nance, Pvt. T. R. Nelson, Pfc. L. E. Phillips, Pvt. R. J. Pinder, Pfc. B. A. Poffenberger, Pvt. S. M. Porter, Pvt. H. M. Prewitt, 
Pfc. J. L. Proof, Pvt. J. C. Prush, Pfc. R. D. Raffensberger, Pvt. D. J. Ray, Pvt. T. D. Rehs, Pvt. J. G. Rice, Pfc. J. E. Richardson, Pfc. B. E. Roca, Pvt. M. 
T. Salvo, Pfc. R. Santos Jr., Pvt. N. D. Skidmore, Pvt. A. L. Steager, Pfc. A. M. Steele, Pfc. J. C. Suhoney, Pvt. J. P. Talley, Pvt. J. N. Taravella IV, Pvt. M. 
D. Thomas, Pvt. D. B. Treacher III, Pfc. L. W. Tull, Pvt. S. P. Wallace, Pfc. D. C. Wardsmith, Pfc. N. J. Winkelholz, Pvt. C. A. Winsor, Pvt. C. P. Yanko

Platoon 3098

Pfc. A. Y. Abro, Pvt. D. S. Alba, Pfc. Z. D. Alexander, Pvt. C. T. Alvord, Pvt. D. F. Baker, Pvt. A. B. Barney, Pvt. M. C. 
Batchman, Pvt. J. S. Beas, Pvt. D. R. Bodden, Pvt. D. A. Bordelon, Pvt. W. G. Bruner, Pvt. Z. R. Butler, Pfc. J. D. Campot, 
Pvt. D. W. Carlin, Pfc. S. F. Castro, Pvt. E. M. Chombo, Pvt. R. M. Clouse, Pvt. M. J. Colangelo, Pvt. J. D. Davis, Pvt. 

L. M. Delao, Pfc. D. N. Delucca, Pvt. L. J. Dunbar, Pvt. N. A. Durand, Pfc. T. D. Eaton, Pvt. S. P. Edmonds, Pvt. T. K. Eibl, Pfc. J. Elias-Agosto, Pfc. 
R. M. Erdman, Pvt. M. T. Fiegenbaum, Pvt. A. N. Frawley, Pvt. K. M. Gayer, Pvt. J. W. Geary, Pfc. R. R. Gilbert, Pvt. J. S. Hall, Pvt. P. R. Hanlon, Pvt. 
A. J. Hansen, Pvt. A. O. Hatton, Pvt. C. C. Hayes II, Pfc. C. A. Hokamp Jr., Pfc. A. J. Johnson, Pvt. P. M. Kearnely, Pvt. J. A. Kramer, Pvt. T. J. Kraser 
Jr., Pvt. A. R. Kupseta, Pvt. A. J. Laufer, Pfc. M. A. Lavergne, Pfc. S. A. Macintosh, Pfc. D. P. McCaughan, Pvt. S. A. McCulley, Pvt. A. H. Millender, 
Pvt. D. G. Minor, Pvt. A. B. Moran, Pvt. B. R. Muessig, Pvt. M. W. Mullery III, Pvt. M. A. Munter, Pvt. C. N. Mutabazi, Pvt. J. E. Newland, Pvt. J. M. 
Niemeier, Pfc. A. W. Norwood, Pfc. J. M. O’Connor, Pvt. K. E. O’Connor, Pvt. C. J. O’Donnell, Pvt. N. J. Parrilla, Pvt. D. Peraza Quintero, Pfc. J. K. 
Plunkett, Pvt. J. E. Ponce, Pvt. A. W. Reesor, Pfc. S. R. Roberts, Pvt. K. L. Rogers, Pfc. A. L. Rueff, Pvt. N. A. Russell, Pvt. C. A. Sandy, Pvt. C. J. Sidoti, 
Pfc. R. C. Sippel, Pvt. D. A. Smith, Pvt. M. T. Smith, Pfc. J. D. St. Clair, Pfc. D. L. Talbert, Pvt. O. P. Tellez, Pfc. C. K. Thompson, Pvt. D. A. Vargas, 
Pvt. A. M. Vasquez Jr., Pfc. J. W. Vest, Pfc. J. J. Villatoro, Pfc. T. P. Waddle II, Pfc. L. R. Weddle, Pfc. C. J. Willis, Pfc. J. B. Willis, Pvt. Z. T. Wisniewski

Platoon 3100

Pvt. R. D. Aiken III, Pvt. A. C. Beatty, Pvt. M. S. Blaser, Pvt. K. C. Bloodgood Jr., Pvt. J. T. Bobeng, Pvt. D. S. Brown, 
Pvt. D. G. Caudill, Pfc. N. Z. Chieu, Pfc. W. J. Conte, Pvt. J. C. Cupps, Pfc. J. D. Dotson, Pvt. N. W. Fardink, Pvt. J. L. 
Ferrer-Bermudez, Pvt. W. R. Fields, Pvt. D. Flores, Pvt. M. A. Forgione, Pfc. B. E. Forte, Pfc. J. W. Frishkorn, Pvt. J. L. 

Garcia-Bermudez, Pfc. S. A. Garner, Pfc. B. P. Grandinetti III, Pvt. M. T. Grant, Pfc. M. P. Grega, Pvt. W. S. Hanson, Pfc. C. T. Hayes, Pfc. S. B. Hearn, 
Pfc. B. L. Heckman, Pfc. L. B. Helwig, Pvt. J. M. Henry, Pvt. Z. V. Hildebrandt, Pfc. J. A. Hodgson, Pvt. J. H. Hurd, Pfc. J. A. Jacobsen, Pfc. N. M. Jones, 
Pvt. H. E. Kyle, Pfc. J. A. Labrecque, Pfc. D. E. Lawson, Pvt. A. L. Lemon Jr., Pvt. A. M. Loguercio, Pfc. Z. I. Macintyre, Pvt. A. L. Marlin, Pfc. G. S. 
Mascagni, Pvt. B. S. Matott, Pvt. K. A. McClure, Pvt. J. A. Meunsaveng, Pfc. J. V. Mills, Pfc. R. C. Mills, Pvt. W. P. Morein, Pfc. J. M. Murray, Pvt. N. 
M. Nee, Pvt. N. C. Nelson, Pfc. A. N. Newman, Pvt. C. H. Orellana, Pvt. R. B. Pangan, Pvt. J. S. Parker, Pvt. E. D. Perez-Rios, Pvt. S. L. Placke, Pvt. S. 
Z. Quin, Pfc. M. J. Rice, Pfc. F. C. Rizzo, Pvt. N. F. Robbins, Pvt. D. D. Rolle, Pvt. J. Rosario Jr., Pvt. C. M. Rose, Pvt. R. Santiago Jr., Pvt. T. C. Schiliro, 
Pvt. J. A. Serrano-Echeverria, Pfc. C. R. Sims, Pvt. C. A. Skelly, Pvt. J. C. Sortorodas, Pfc. C. C. Spinks, Pvt. S. T. Stehlin, Pfc. D. X. Stiles, Pvt. M. A. 
Strong, Pvt. S. O. Styka, Pvt. D. R. Sullivan, Pvt. D. W. Taylor, Pvt. D. Thep, Pvt. H. A. Thomas, Pvt. U. K. Tiller, Pvt. M. C. Tull Jr., Pvt. T. W. Tusing 
II, Pvt. E. J. Vasquez, Pfc. C. R. Walker, Pvt. W. L. Warren, Pvt. K. J. Weinrick, Pvt. J. M. Wells, Pvt. K. T. Williams, Pfc. K. R. Wiseman, Pvt. J. Zhang

Platoon 3101

Pfc. F. Alves, Pfc. D. J. Bailey, Pvt. C. Bartolotta, Pvt. K. Bautista, Pvt. M. M. Bechard, Pfc. A. G. Boatright, Pvt. N. L. 
Bracy, Pfc. C. J. Burford, Pvt. A. L. Centofanti, Pvt. D. A. Clark, Pfc. B. E. Colliglesias, Pvt. B. A. Cordero, Pvt. S. B. 
Corkadel, Pfc. J. E. Cormican, Pfc. B. O. Diaz-Alonso, Pfc. R. L. Dickason, Pfc. M. Diep, Pvt. E. L. Dorsey III, Pfc. B. L. 

Duke, Pfc. T. R. Duncan, Pvt. G. D. Dworek, Pfc. J. J. Edwards, Pfc. M. L. Edwards II, Pvt. D. J. Elliott, Pvt. D. R. Ellis Jr., Pvt. B. J. Ellsworth, Pfc. D. 
A. Fedosh, Pfc. M. H. France, Pvt. B. J. Frazier, Pfc. C. P. Gardner, Pvt. C. A. Glenny, Pfc. M. P. Griffiths, Pvt. S. W. Hall, Pfc. R. E. Harrington Jr., Pfc. 
K. S. Harrison, Pvt. W. M. Hoffer III, Pvt. I. D. Holman, Pvt. R. D. Hubbard, Pfc. T. E. Jacobs, Pvt. M. V. Johnson, Pfc. N. D. Johnson, Pfc. J. E. Joseph, 
Pvt. S. C. Joseph, Pfc. C. L. Kennedy, Pvt. M. D. Kukulski, Pfc. R. P. Lennon, Pvt. L. D. Loza, Pvt. S. A. Martindale, Pvt. J. H. Meyer, Pvt. D. D. Moran, 
Pvt. D. A. Morgan, Pfc. J. C. Mudge, Pvt. J. T. Myers, Pvt. D. J. Packer, Pvt. D. A. Perkins Jr., Pvt. M. G. Posey, Pfc. J. S. Raj, Pfc. M. T. Rak, Pfc. D. 
Regilus, Pfc. S. T. Richeal, Pvt. R. Rivera, Pvt. B. T. Robertson, Pvt. J. J. Rodriguez-Zavala, Pvt. K. M. Romero, Pvt. J. R. Sale, Pfc. O. Sanabria Jr., Pvt. 
J. Santiago Jr., Pfc. Z. N. Sarro, Pvt. Q. O. Saunders, Pfc. T. L. Shotland, Pvt. C. J. Sloan, Pfc. A. D. Smith, Pvt. R. Soendoro, Pfc. C. W. Speedy, Pvt. S. 
R. Steagall, Pvt. D. W. Steffens Jr., Pvt. C. T. Steuerwald, Pfc. D. W. Sullivan, Pfc. A. Torres-Pagan, Pvt. J. M. Triton, Pfc. J. A. Ugunaquilli, Pfc. D. P. 
Vancor, Pvt. W. J. Vega, Pvt. B. D. Warner, Pvt. J. R. Watson, Pvt. S. D. Way, Pvt. C. L. Whittaker, Pvt. E. N. Wiafe, Pvt. R. L. Young, Pvt. M. V. Zaverukha 

Platoon 3102



Recruits of Kilo Company, 3rd Recruit Training Battalion, sprint out of a simulated helicopter during 
an event of the Crucible on Dec. 6 on Parris Island. The recruits maneuvered through obstacles before 
crawling through a simulated battlefield. Kilo Company is scheduled to graduate today.  

Recruits of Kilo Company, 3rd Recruit Training Battalion, 
make their way across a rope bridge obstacle during the 
Crucible at Parris Island’s combat training area Dec. 6. The 
recruits faced a number of obstacles during the Crucible 
that are designed to test their mental and physical stamina, 
teamwork and overall development as recruits.  At the end 
of the Crucible, recruits are awarded the Eagle, Globe and 
Anchor and the title of U.S. Marine. 
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Kilo’s final hours: 
The Crucible

Rct. Caleb Burford, 
Platoon 3102, Kilo 
Company, 3rd 
Recruit Training 
Battalion, helps 
another recruit 
drag a simulated 
casualty to 
safety during 
the Crucible on 
Dec. 6 on Parris 
Island. Burford, 21, 
from Fairfax, Va., 
helped drag the 
simulated victim 
through sand and 
under razor wire 
obstacles during 
the course. 

Photos by Lance Cpl. Caitlin Maluda
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Staff Writer

Photos by Lance Cpl. David Bessey
Rct. Jorge Garcia-Bermudez, 21, Platoon 3101, Kilo Company, 3rd Recruit Training 
Battalion, crosses a log bridge during the day movement course Nov. 19 at Parris 
Island’s combat training area.  Recruits crossed the obstacle with their rifles 
elevated as they looked ahead for potential threats. The course consisted of a 
series of events and obstacles that recruits navigated using combat maneuvering 
techniques. Garcia-Bermudez is scheduled to graduate with his company today. 

The recruits of Kilo Company, 3rd Recruit Training Battalion, honed combat 
maneuvering skills during the day movement course Nov. 19 at Parris Island’s 
combat training area.

Recruits navigated a simulated battle environment with another recruit, ma-
neuvering in short sprints and over obstacles. 

“The tactics they learn here are the basics of how to shoot, move and com-
municate on the battlefield,” said Sgt. Jason Boggess, 26, lead day movement 
instructor at the combat training area.

The course gave recruits a chance to take charge and perform fire-team tactics 
they previously learned during Basic Warrior Training.

“It was challenging,” said Pfc. Rocco Mills, 18, Platoon 3101 and a native of 
Green Brook, N.J.

Recruits remained in constant communication with their buddy as they ad-
vanced through the course. Failure to do so resulted in both recruits being sent 
back to the beginning to retry the course.

It gave recruits a chance to develop leadership, listening and communication 
skills, and camaraderie, said Mills. 

The recruits completed the short sprints in the wooded area and advanced to 
the second half of the course consisting of a series of obstacles.

One such obstacle is called the “tangle-wire.” Recruits cautiously made their 
way through a grid of razor wire less than a foot above ground masked by white 
smoke.

 “The smoke is used to conceal the tangle-wire and forces recruits to pay atten-
tion,” said Boggess, a native of Stuart, Fla. 

Recruits used their peripheral vision to spot the wire as they simultaneously 
looked through the scopes of their rifles, searching for potential threats.

Many recruits found themselves struggling when they reached the next ob-
stacle – spirally cords of razor wire spread over the ground. 

Recruits crawled on their backs under the wire, using their rifle to push the 
wire above their heads while slowly inching their way to the other side.

When the recruits completed the obstacles, they rushed to the finish, giving 
a sigh of relief. 

The knowledge the recruits gained through the course will carry them through 
future training in the Marine Corps as they continue to sharpen their skills to 
work as a unit on the battlefield.

Rct. Dane Ellis, 18, Platoon 3102, Kilo Company, 3rd Recruit Training Battalion, attempts to crawl under razor wire after getting stuck while advancing through the 
day movement course Nov. 19 at Parris Island’s combat training area. To successfully navigate the obstacle, the recruits used their rifle to push the wire above their 
heads before crawling under it. Ellis is from Afton, N.Y., and is scheduled to graduate today. 

KILO COMPANY 
rushes to 

finish 
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NEWS BRIEF
Notice to Boaters

Marine Corps Recruit Depot Par-
ris Island is scheduled to conduct 
extended live-fire training Mon-
day through Wednesday from 6 

a.m. to midnight. The marsh and 
waterways in the range impact 
area, to include Archers Creek, 

Ribbon Creek, and Edding Creek, 
will be closed to boater traffic.
For questions regarding firing 
times and waterway closures, 

please contact the Weapons and 
Field Training Battalion Range 

Control at 843-228-3170.
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Marines load a KC-130 
Hercules aircraft at Marine 
Corps Air Station Futenma, 

Japan, bound for the 
Republic of the Philippines 

on Dec. 8 to assist in 
disaster relief efforts 

in the wake of Typhoon 
Bopha. The aircraft 

transported personnel 
and relief supplies to 
areas where they are 

needed. Personnel with 
3rd Marine Expeditionary 

Brigade, already located 
in the Philippines, will help 
provide assistance to areas 
affected by the typhoon in 

support of ongoing relief 
efforts by the government 

and the armed forces of 
the Philippines and the U.S. 

Agency for International 
Development. 

Photos by Lance Cpl. Matthew Manning

A KC-130 Hercules 
aircraft prepares to take 
off from Marine Corps 
Air Station Futenma, 
Japan, to the Republic of 
the Philippines on Dec. 
8 to assist in disaster 
relief efforts in the wake 
of Typhoon Bopha. The 
aircraft provided the lift 
capacity and capability to 
transport personnel and 
relief supplies to affected 
areas. The aircraft and 
Marines are with Marine 
Aerial Refueler Transport 
Squadron 152,  based in 
Okinawa, Japan. 

OKINAWA, Japan – At the request of the government of the Republic of the 
Philippines, the U.S. government is assisting with humanitarian relief opera-
tions in the Philippines in the wake of Typhoon Bopha, which made landfall 
Dec. 4.

Two KC-130 Hercules aircraft from Marine Aerial Refueler Transport Squad-
ron 152, arrived in Manila, Philippines, from Marine Corps Air Station Futen-
ma on Okinawa on Dec 8. The aircraft are transporting relief supplies to the 
affected areas.

The squadron has flown a total of six flights and transported approximately 
202,300 lbs of relief supplies, including 14,500 family packs, 500 relief aid box-
es and 40 generators.

Relief supplies were transported from MCAS Futenma to Villamor Air Base, 
close to the disaster area, where the supplies were given to displaced families 

affected by the typhoon and distributed by U.S. Department of Defense Over-
seas Humanitarian, Disaster, and Civic Aid program.

The U.S. military is providing air transport and other assistance in coordina-
tion with the armed forces of the Philippines through the OHDACA program 
to support the relief effort led by the government of the Philippines.

U.S. military personnel, including Marines with the III Marine Expedition-
ary Force who were in the Philippines attending a planning event for Exercise  
Balikatan, were redirected to assist with the response effort. Balikatan is the 
largest annual U.S.-Philippines military exercise, which focuses on humanitar-
ian assistance and disaster relief operations.

The Philippine government and military have led the effort to help its citi-
zens during after typhoon. The U.S. military has partnered and trained with 
the armed forces of the Philippines for many years in humanitarian and disas-
ter relief operations.

Courtesy Story

Marine Corps continues 
typhoon relief in Philippines 
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A young man from Fort Lauderdale, Fla., has dreamed of serving his country 
in uniform since he was a small child.

Pfc. Tahrick Duncan, 21, Platoon 3102, Kilo Company, 3rd Recruit Training 
Battalion, graduates today after more than 13 weeks of training and a lifetime of 
wishing to earn the title U.S. Marine.

Duncan needed 12 college credits to enlist because he failed to excel at his 
local high school, said Arepha Duncan, Tahrick’s mother.

Tahrick Duncan wanted to enlist in the military directly after high school, 
but his mother refused to sign the paperwork for her 17-year-old son unless he 
completed two years of college, Arepha Duncan said. 

Tahrick Duncan attended classes at the Marion Military Institute in Ala-
bama.

He earned an associate degree in science and eventually worked toward a 
degree in meteorology.

MMI is predominantly an Army-inspired institute but has a few Marines who 
attend classes. During his time at MMI his mind swayed to possibly enlisting 

in the Army. However, Tahrick Duncan saw how the Marines there held them-
selves to a higher standard compared to the other cadets. He said their profes-
sionalism and demeanor attracted him to the Corps even more. 

Tahrick Duncan’s closest friends from high school enlisted in the Marine 
Corps. He saw how they changed after returning from recruit training. 

However, his friends were later tragically killed in combat in Iraq. Tahrick 
Duncan had another reason to join – to honor his fallen friends.

Like any mother, Arepha Duncan worried her son risked the same fate.  
“I didn’t want to lose my child, but at the same time it’s been his lifelong 

dream,” said Arepha Duncan.
“My family was completely against me joining, but they still support me,” he 

said.
Tahrick Duncan has much planned for his career after he graduates recruit 

training and is the first in his family to enlist in the Marines.
“I want to financially help my family and one day even be deployed,” he said. 

“I would also like to finish my degree.”
“He is one determined young man, and he just wants to serve his country,” 

said Arepha Duncan. “He loves his country and wants to help make the world 
a better place.”

Lance Cpl. David Bessey
Staff Writer

Lifelong goal achieved

Photo by Lance Cpl. David Bessey
Rct. Tahrick Duncan, Platoon 3102, Kilo Company, 3rd Recruit Training Battalion, patrols in the center of his squad’s formation during a march to their next event 
of the Crucible on Dec. 6. Duncan was only hours away from earning the title U.S. Marine, something he has wanted since he was a child. Duncan, 21, is from Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., and is scheduled to graduate today. 



The Parris Island Boot Friday, Dec. 14, 20128 Advertisements


