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Photo by Lance Cpl. Caitlin Maluda
From left, Rct. Dillon Nuzum, 18, from Philippi,W.Va., assists Rct. Matthew Russnogle, 19, from Murfreesboro,Tenn., in dragging Rct. Jon Chasteen, 19, from Rockcastle
County, Ky., to safety as he acts as a casualty during the Crucible Nov. 29 on Parris Island, S.C. Recruits of Platoon 2099, Fox Company, 2nd Recruit Training Battalion,
demonstrated the practice of leaving no man behind as they dragged each “wounded” recruit to safety.

Lance Cpl. David Bessey
Staff Writer

The recruits of Fox Company, 2nd
Recruit Training Battalion, test-
ed for their tan belt in the Marine
Corps Martial Arts Program at Par-
ris Island’s Leatherneck Square on
Oct. 12.

MCMAP helps form the foundation
of every basically trained Marine, said
Gunnery Sgt. Stephen Justice, 31, a
martial arts instructor at Leatherneck
Square. It teaches recruits the warrior
ethos and the importance of mental,

physical and character discipline.

The program began in 2001 to
train Marines in unarmed combat,
edged weapons and bayonet tech-
niques. MCMAP also teaches the
importance of character develop-
ment, responsible use of force and
leadership.

Recruits complete approximately
27.5 hours of MCMAP training be-
fore they test for their tan belts.

The evaluation is one of the gradua-
tion requirements recruits must pass

SEE STOMPS PAGE 3

Recruits of Fox Company, 2nd Recruit Training Battalion, perform a stomp
during their martial arts evaluation at Parris Island's Leatherneck Square on

Oct. 12.
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Photo by Lance Cpl. aryAnn Hill

Rct. Kaylah Baggerly, Platoon 4036, November Company, 4th Recruit Training
Battalion, climbs down the rope on the “Sky Scraper” obstacle on the Confidence
Course at Parris Island S.C., on Oct. 3. Baggerly, a 19-year-old from Camden
County, Ga., is scheduled to graduate today.

November reaches peak

Lance Cpl.
MaryAnn Hill
Staff Writer

The recruits of No-
vember Company, 4th
Recruit Training Bat-
talion, built self-confi-
dence as they jumped,
ran and climbed their
way through the Confi-
dence Course on Oct. 3
on Parris Island.

The Confidence Course
consists of 15 different
obstacles, each designed
to test the recruits’ stam-
ina and strength. The
course also ensures a
confidence boost at the
completion of each ob-
stacle.

“Our main goal with
the Confidence Course
is to build the recruits’
confidence,” said Staff
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Sgt. Carl Farmer, a mar-
tial arts instructor at
Parris Island’s Leath-
erneck Square. “Some
recruits see obstacles
and think they cannot
possibly get over them.
This course is designed
to break that habit.”
The “Slide for Life” is
one of the obstacles the

see PEAK PAGE 6
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Graduates

Fox & November Companies’ Graduates
Fox Company Honor Graduates

Platoon 2096 Platoon 2097

Pfc. Derek J. Howell, Ocala, Fla. Pfc. Anthony J. Howard, Lynchburg, Va.
Platoon 2098 Platoon 2099

Pfc. Bronson E. Becker Jr., Lavale, Md. Pfc. Joseph P. Reardon, Sandwich, Mass.
Platoon 2100 Platoon 2101

Pfc. Kenneth R. Rienecker III, New York Pfc. Garry M. Yarborogh, Cleveland

Platoon 2102
Pfc. Kevin J. Malachefski, Toms River, N.J.

November Company Honor Graduates

Platoon 4037
Pfc. Davonn S. Vong, Philadelphia

Platoon 4036
Pfc. Brittany G. Sanchez, Tampa, Fla.

Platoon 2096 Pic.K.J. Adams, Pvt. C. R. Addair, Pvt. W. A. Banks, Pfc. J. G. Betancourt, Pfc. D. S. Bragg, Pfc. J. R. Bray, Pfc. A. C. Brock, Pvt. D. C. Brooks Jr., Pfc.

J. E. Caban, Pvt. E. J. Calixte, Pfc. D. A. Campbell, Pfc. C. B. Caskey, Pfc. B. L. Caudle, Pvt. D. O. Chambers, Pfc. R. M. Clements, Pfc. T. G. Conrad,

Pvt. J. D. Cooper, Pvt. D. M. Coreasdeleon, Pvt. T. N. Davis, Pfc. E. R. Degeorge, Pfc. J. M. Demitraszek III, Pfc. B. T. Dennis, Pvt. M. J. Dillard, Pfc.
J. A. Dismuke, Pvt. M. A. Djibril, Pvt. P. L. DumontLopez, Pfc. C. J. Enser, Pfc. D. S. Falcone, Pvt. J. M. Fioritto Jr., Pvt. G. A. Fleming, Pvt. D. B. Flores, Pvt. M. R. Gochenaur,
Pfc. A. D. Groseclose, Pfc. G. D. Hale, Pfc. J. K. Harris, Pvt. O. A. Hayles, Pfc. J. T. Hilbert, Pfc. C. D. Hill, Pfc. G. M. Holden, Pfc. D. J. Howell, Pvt. A. J. James, Pvt. A. S.
Jordan, Pvt. J. A. Jordan, Pfc. B. E. Kanzigg, Pfc. T. B. King, Pvt. A. V. Kokuev, Pfc. R. M. Kulcsar, Pvt. N. Law III, Pfc. J. G. Long, Pfc. M. T. Long, Pfc. D. C. Mahan, Pvt.
C. T. Mathew, Pvt. C. B. McDonald, Pvt. T. A. Mcelwee, Pvt. ]J. P. MelendezVillanueva, Pvt. A. K. Miller, Pvt. M. J. Namura, Pfc. M. B. Neville, Pfc. A. H. Nguyen, Pvt. A. D.
Nicholas, Pfc. H. W. Nolan, Pvt. T. U. Nwabeke, Pvt. J. A. Palmer, Pfc. A. C. Patrick, Pvt. J. C. Peeples, Pvt. ]J. I. Rachels, Pfc. N. R. Sanders, Pvt. J. R. Santos, Pfc. L. O. Santos,
Pvt. R. A. Sarver, Pvt. A. R. Sexton, Pvt. T. E. Shorunke, Pfc. M. R. Souilliard, Pvt. K. J. Spivey, Pvt. K. R. Stephens, Pvt. O. D. Sterling, Pfc. C. A. Stevenson, Pfc. B. G. Taylor,
Pfc. J. L. Thomas, Pfc. T. A. Thompson, Pvt. J. T. Tibbetts, Pvt. J. Tseten, Pvt. S. P. Tuten, Pvt. D. A. Welch, Pvt. C. West, Pfc. A. Wilson, Pvt. D. Yamasato, Pfc. J. E. Young

Platoon 2097 Pvt. T. J. Abrams, Pvt. C. L. Arnette, Pfc. B. M. Balek, Pfc. L. W. Biggs, Pvt. B. S. Blevins, Pfc. C. A. Boutin, Pvt. J. T. Boyd, Pvt. J. W. Brown, Pfc. J. T. Bruce,

Pvt. T. M. Burke, Pvt. E. ]J. Cafarella, Pfc. W. C. Calloway, Pvt. S. O. Cameron, Pvt. R. P. Cowick, Pfc. J. D. Cuffee, Pvt. Z. A. Dally, Pfc. Z. B. Dean, Pfc. T.

Deloach Jr., Pvt. C. E. Dragosavac, Pvt. W. M. Drew Jr., Pfc. M. A. Drew, Pfc. M. P. Dunham, Pvt. C. R. Flores, Pvt. M. W. Foley, Pvt. I. M. Fort, Pfc. G. Franco,
Pvt. A. C. Galloway, Pvt. T. D. Gibbs, Pvt. J. L. Hardy, Pfc. P. T. Heath, Pfc. Z. R. Herrera, Pvt. E. C. Hogeland, Pfc. M. A. Holman, Pfc. V. D. Hooks, Pfc. A. J. Howard, Pvt. H. W. Howard,
Pfc. S. A. Hunley, Pfc. K. R. James, Pfc. W. T. Kelly IV, Pvt. K. S. Koudaya, Pvt. J. M. Lavandera, Pvt. D. R. Lee, Pvt. T. C. Long, Pvt. W. P. Long, Pvt. M. X. Lugo, Pvt. T. A. Madyda, Pvt.
K. L. Marolla, Pvt. A. C. McGregor, Pvt. J. Miller, Pfc. W. P. Morgan, Pvt. B. G. Newman, Pvt. A. B. Nickerson, Pvt. J. D. Ostrowski, Pfc. A. R. Palpallatoc, Pvt. C. T. Parcell, Pfc. F. J.
Perez Jr., Pvt. R. Phillips Jr., Pvt. J. A. Phillips, Pvt. S. J. Puckett, Pvt. S. G. Reed Jr., Pvt. E. Revell Jr., Pfc. L. S. Risher, Pvt. A. D. Robinson, Pvt. I. H. Sanchez, Pfc. G. A. Sartor Jr., Pvt.
A. B. Shurbutt, Pfc. I. B. Smith, Pfc. W. C. Spradling, Pfc. M. A. Shultz, Pvt. C. C. Swinney, Pfc. J. W. Taft, Pvt. J. Z. Terrell, Pfc. R. D. Terry, Pfc. D. A. Thursby, Pvt. W. Torresruiz, Pfc.
A.]. Trice, Pvt. T. C. Vickers, Pfc. A. H. Vigna, Pvt. R. E. Warrington Jr., Pfc. J. K. Wells, Pvt. J. M. Wells, Pvt. M. R. White, Pfc. C. A. Williamson, Pfc. W. D. Wills, Pvt. S. J. Worsley

Platoon 2098 Pvt. J. R. Aeppli, Pvt. D. C. Baker, Pfc. G. P. Bannon, Pvt. J. S. Bates, Pvt. G. M. Beasecker, Pfc. B. E. Becker Jr., Pvt. D. P. Berthold, Pvt. B. A. Black, Pvt. S. C.

Briggs, Pfc. E. Brown, Pvt. J. R. Burke, Pvt. M. T. Cairns, Pvt. B. M. Campbell, Pvt. M. A. Castro, Pfc. W. B. Ceballos, Pvt. J. L. Chaney, Pvt. A. M. Charles, Pvt.

1. A. Clark, Pfc. L. R. Clark, Pvt. G. D. Cogdell Jr., Pvt. D. D. Cole, Pfc. J. E. Coons, Pfc. C. R. Cooper, Pvt. B. M. Cox, Pvt. T. L. Cranmore III, Pfc.J. M. Cruz, Pvt. R.
M. Cruz, Pvt. A. J. Curatolo, Pvt. E. B. Dancesia, Pvt. C. M. Depoorter, Pfc. K. J. Dion, Pvt. S. R. Dolly, Pvt. P. J. Driscoll, Pvt. C. Dusevic, Pfc. K. J. Earl, Pvt. J. S. Ellsworth, Pvt. D. W. Fair,
Pvt.R. D. Fisher, Pfc. C. T. Fitzgerald, Pvt. T. Flores, Pvt. . K. Funderburg II, Pvt. J. M. Gallegos, Pvt. D.J. Garber, Pvt. S. F. Gomez, Pvt. J. P. Gray, Pvt. M. A. Hallowell, Pfc. G. Hallstead Jr.,
Pvt. H. A. Hamill, Pvt. R. Hammond, Pvt. M. Hanes Jr., Pfc. E. M. Hodges, Pvt. S. E. Kellow, Pfc. S. B. Lackey, Pfc. J. Lassiter, Pfc. J. M. Ledford, Pvt. M. Limlaw, Pvt. A. Lopez, Pvt. A. Lorick,
Pvt. C. A.Maddox, Pfc. R. K. Malone, Pvt. M. L. Martin, Pvt. D. D. McCann, Pvt. P. C. McMacken Jr., Pvt. A. J. Modderman, Pfc. T. J. Murphy, Pvt. J. L. Neal, Pvt. M. C. Needham, Pvt. D. A.
Noffsinger, Pvt. T. ]. Parker, Pvt. M. A. Pena, Pfc. B.J. Pimentel Jr., Pfc. A. D. Riggs, Pfc. E.J. Robertson, Pfc. R. H. Roe VII, Pvt. K. ]. Roehrs, Pfc. E. S. Romero, Pvt. M. C. Roy, Pfc. G. Stinehart,
Pvt.]. A. Stonier, Pvt. M. A. Taylor II, Pvt. R. R. Terris, Pvt. B. D. Tourigny, Pvt. H. J. Tripp, Pvt. E. M. Trout, Pvt. H. C. Walker, Pvt. R. M. Wiegand, Pfc. H. L. Woodard, Pvt. T. R. Wright Jr.

Platoon 2099 Pvwt. G T Adams, Pfc. J. T. Baker, Pvt. E. S. Betancourt, Pfc. S. S. Bhuller, Pvt. R. L. Blanton, Pvt. J. A. Bonheur, Pvt. T. J. Benome, Pfc. J. P. Brennan, Pvt.

D. Cadenatalavera, Pvt. R. S. Callahan, Pvt. J. J. Carleen, Pvt. N. M. Caruso, Pvt. C. A. Cason, Pfc. I. A. Caudill, Pvt. J. E. Caulfield, Pvt. J. D. Chasteen,

Pvt. C. J. Cloudman , Pvt. V. E. Colon, Pvt. R. A. Constantinovich, Pvt. P. M. Crowell, Pfc. B. F. Cook, Pvt. K. A. Cooney, Pfc. K. R. Cunic, Pvt. C. T.
Davidson, Pvt. D. S. Dignetti, Pvt. R. B. Engle, Pvt. C. M. Esch, Pvt. J. D. Flick, Pfc. J. R. Gonzalez, Pvt. A. Hardy, Pvt. A. J. Harmon, Pfc. A. M. Haugh, Pvt. L. E. Heilig, Pfc.
M. B. Johnson, Pvt. J. E. Jolly, Pfc. J. E. King, Pvt. J. L. Klardie, Pvt. S. J. Lane, Pvt. H. J. Lawson, Pvt. G. Lee, Pfc. C. Leonidas, Pfc. D. A. Lewissobiek, Pfc. T. M. Lingar, Pvt.
C. J. Maggs, Pvt. Z. M. Malcolm, Pfc. A. L. Manche, Pvt. R. Marshall, Pfc. S. M. Marshall, Pfc. R. E. Matta, Pfc. P. L. Maxie, Pvt. S. P. Maxwell, Pvt. B. J. McCoy, Pfc. M. W.
McCracken, Pvt. X. L. McDaniel, Pfc. M. P. McGrady, Pvt. W. D. McPheron, Pvt. O. Menard, Pvt. P. T. Molloy, Pvt. A. E. Mota, Pvt. L. M. Munoz, Pvt. D. A. Nevers, Pvt. D.
K. Nuzum, Pfc. R. K. Oder, Pfc. D. J. Orear, Pfc. A. L. Pate, Pfc. J. P. Reardon, Pvt. R. R. Rodriguez, Pvt. J. Rodriguez, Pvt. R. K. Rogers, Pfc. K. E. Roldanfeliciano, Pvt. D. D.
Romeiser, Pfc. P. J. Rousseau, Pfc. J. M. Russnogle, Pvt. T. K. Sanders, Pfc. C. J. Santamaria, Pfc. A. A. Sehlhorst, Pvt. J. S. Sexton, Pvt. J. M. Sierra, Pfc. J. Skibiel, Pvt. G. S.
Sparkman, Pfc. E. J. Swan, Pfc. B. T. Tallon, Pvt. R. D. Townsend, Pvt. P. N. Tyrell, Pvt. J. A. White, Pvt. C. M. Whitelock, Pvt. J. E. Williams, Pvt. J. T. Younger, Pfc. M. T. Wilson

Platoon 2100 Pvt. M. R Alexander, Pvt. D. A. Alfaro, Pvt. K. D. Anderson, Pvt. J. C. Aparicio, Pfc. J. Arbelaez, Pvt. M. A. Ardon, Pvt. B. C. Baker, Pvt. N. A. Bernal,

Pvt. D. K. Blackmon, Pvt. J. R. Blankenship, Pvt. D. J. Bourg, Pfc. R. L. Bowden, Pvt. A. L. Brown, Pvt. B. J. Butler, Pfc. C. C. Butler, Pvt. R. L. Cruz, Pfc.

R. E Cummings, Pvt. M. D. Dailey, Pfc. T. R. Davi, Pvt. S. C. Davis, Pvt. M. D. Dement, Pvt. R. E. Dixon Jr.., Pvt. G. M. Duquette, Pvt. B. R. Fay, Pfc. D.
J. Fiero, Pvt. J. B. Foley, Pvt. P. K. Freitas, Pvt. B. A. Genthe, Pvt. E. J. Goldschmidt, Pvt. J. G. Gonzalezarmijo, Pfc. E. P. Goodwin, Pvt. E. Guerrero, Pvt. M. C. Hayden, Pfc. J. A.
Iraheta, Pvt. J. R. Johnson, Pvt. E. L. Jolley, Pvt. B. M. Jones, Pvt. L. S. Kinzer, Pvt. C. ]J. Korpics, Pvt. T. Laddaphan, Pvt. D. A. Lee, Pfc. ]J. E. Maiwald, Pvt. T. C. Malsbury, Pvt. S.
W. McClenahan, Pvt. C. M. McClintock, Pfc. D. Mieles, Pfc. R. L. Molina, Pfc. J. N. Moore, Pvt. M. M. Moreira, Pvt. J. A. Murano IV, Pvt. K. S. Musselman, Pvt. J. R. Nace, Pvt.
J. S. Negri, Pvt. D. M. Normand, Pfc. B. X. Parks, Pfc. B. R. Paskus, Pfc. D. T. Pautler, Pvt. C. ]J. Pavlosky, Pvt. J. R. Peach, Pfc. C. Pego, Pfc. W. C. Peterson, Pvt. K. L. Petitfrere,
Pvt. J. A. Peyrefitte, Pvt. T. Q. Pham, Pvt. B. L. Price, Pvt. R. P. Proctor, Pvt. C. J. Purciello, Pvt. E. Quesadacabrera, Pvt. L. K. Reichartwarfel, Pfc. J. R. Reiersen, Pfc. K. R.
Rienecker III, Pvt. A. Rivera Jr., Pvt. N. A. Rodriguez, Pvt. J. D. Rodriguezrios, Pfc. B. H. Rosado, Pvt. M. J. Sanders, Pfc. O. A. Schaaff, Pfc. C. S. Scott, Pfc. Z. T. Scutnik, Pvt. B.
M. Senger, Pvt. R. M. Simms Jr., Pvt. O. A. Smith, Pvt. C. A. Snyder, Pvt. T. M. Tremble, Pvt. P. R. Tyler, Pvt. 1. S. Vallecillo, Pvt. C. H. Ward, Pvt. D. A. Ward, Pfc. A. M. White

Platoon 2101 Pfc.D. R Bell, Pfc. J. M. Bladek, Pfc. B. A. Bowen, Pvt. M. L. Brockington, Pvt. X. L. Cannon, Pvt. D. A. Cochran, Pvt. B. P. Concannon, Pic. J. M. Cook, Pfc. L.

M. Crowe, Pvt. H. Cruz, Pfc. C. T. Dabkowiski, Pvt. E. J. Dagsa, Pvt. E. David, Pvt. B. K. Doolittle, Pvt. K. M. Enriquez, Pvt. D. W. Evans, Pvt. G. R. Fenton, Pfc.

N.]J. Ferguson, Pvt. A. M. Fernandez, Pvt. B. K. Fernandez, Pvt. P. A. Forrider, Pfc. J. T. Fussell, Pvt. C. S. Gaines, Pvt. J. D. Gomes, Pfc. P. T. Hendricks, Pvt. P.
Holevas, Pvt. B. A. Hollis, Pfc. D. W. Householder, Pvt. Z. G. Howell, Pfc. J. K. Ipanaque, Pvt. B. G. Johnson, Pfc. M. Z. Kilgore, Pvt. P.S. Kiyabo, Pfc. N. A. Krouse, Pvt. J. A. Krupa, Pvt. P.N.
Langman, Pvt. T. J. Layne, Pvt. ]. Lendof, Pfc. L. W. Lutterodt, Pvt. B. E. Mazurowski, Pvt. A. S. Mcavoy, Pvt. J. C. McDaniel, Pvt. W. C. McDonaldjoo, Pfc. J. W. Mcilhatton, Pvt. D. S. Milioni,
Pvt. G. A. Mollerperez, Pfc. S. A. Molinamcfadden, Pvt. J. J. Morris, Pfc. N. P. Morrow, Pvt. K. K. Nakapaahu, Pfc. A. M. Nunez, Pfc. T. A. Ohare, Pfc.]. O. Pages, Pvt. T. A. Parker, Pvt. H. F.
Pate, Pvt. J. W. Peckham, Pfc. D. J. Peete, Pfc. D.J. Peete, Pvt. D. Persaud, Pfc. E. D. Petersen, Pvt. R. S. Phillips, Pfc. D. A. Qualls, Pvt. C. G. Reap, Pvt. A. H. Reid, Pvt. A. W. Rizzo, Pvt. E.J.
Sander, Pvt.J. E. Santiago, Pfc. A. V. Santos, Pvt. M. Scalise, Pvt. J. Seda, Pfc. T. M. Shea, Pvt. W. F. Simkins, Pvt. M. R. Smith, Pvt. M. J. Spence, Pvt. D. P. Stroud, Pvt. J. T. Thompson, Pvt. ]J.
M. Toledo, Pvt. D. Vargas, Pvt. E. Vasquez, Pfc. J. Villa, Pfc. G. A. Walker, Pvt. D. M. Willis, Pvt. D. G. Womack, Pvt. J. J. Woods, Pfc. G. M. Yarborogh, Pvt. K. D. Yennie, Pvt. C. D. York

Platoon 2102 Pvt. E. J. Allen, Pvt. C. J. Amos, Pfc. J. D. Avery, Pvt. R. J. Baezdavila, Pvt. T. D. Ballard, Pvt. A. L. Bond, Pvt. E. J. Borge, Pic. A. P. Bui, Pvt. D. J.

Burns, Pfc. J. P. Buxton, Pvt. J. S. Carter, Pvt. H. Chung, Pfc. M. A. Cockrell, Pvt. T. A. Colding, Pvt. T. D. Davis, Pvt. B. E. Desimon, Pfc. P. J. Devine,

Pvt. A. G. Distefano, Pvt. C. W. Domingues, Pvt. R. R. Drake, Pfc. 1. J. Eisenhut, Pvt. A. C. Enders, Pvt. T. J. Enold, Pvt. H. L. Files, Pvt. W. G. Fine,
Pvt. A. K. Galligan, Pfc. S. M. Garrison, Pvt. J. L. Getchell, Pvt. O. A. Gonzalezvargas, Pfc. S. T. Harmsen, Pvt. A. N. Hartley, Pvt. T. J. Hatch, Pfc. D. A. Hemmen, Pvt. W. C.
Holloway, Pvt. J. W. Hott, Pvt. F. Jimenez, Pfc. E. R. Johnson, Pvt. C. J. Jones, Pvt. M. D. Kilpatrick, Pfc. S. A. Labarbera, Pvt. T. J. Lahnen, Pfc. J. M. Lee, Pvt. M. S. Lee, Pvt.
W. R. Macdonald, Pfc. K. J. Malachefski, Pvt. T. A. Marino, Pfc. J. T. Marshall, Pvt. G. J. Martinez, Pvt. B. R. Mckendree, Pvt. X. L. Melton, Pvt. A. R. Middlebrooks, Pvt. C.
P. Middleton, Pvt. J. L. Miller, Pfc. R. H. Minor, Pvt. S. N. Nhek, Pvt. M. R. Noel, Pfc. T. G. Omalley, Pvt. J. D. Ortiz, Pfc. J. Owuondo, Pvt. C. A. Pellegrin, Pvt. D. B. Purcell,
Pfc. A. W. Radford, Pvt. M. Ramirez, Pvt. S. A. Ross, Pfc. N. J. Rouse, Pvt. J. G. Runyon, Pvt. T. L. Salukombo, Pfc. A. R. Sanders, Pfc. M. A. Scott, Pfc. V. L. Settineri, Pvt.
D. L. Shook, Pvt. A. M. Smith, Pvt. L. C. Smith, Pvt. D. J. Streightiff, Pvt. Q. M. Tabb, Pvt. J. S. Thomas, Pvt. M. A. Toledo, Pvt. C. S. Tomczak, Pvt. A. L. Tomlinson, Pvt.
C. J. Toussaint, Pvt. J. C. Traylor, Pfc. M. P. Vasiloff, Pfc. L. D. Watts, Pfc. E. M. Weaver, Pfc. C. A. Webb, Pvt. B. M. Wehrle, Pvt. K. W. Woodard, Pvt. T. M. Wrightington

Platoon 4036 Pic.K.C.Baggerly, Pvt.S. Barcenas, Pvt. T. B. Bayaton, Pfc.]. Blanco, Pic. 1. R. Bouchard, Pvt.]. S. Bowers, Pvt. R. L. Bridges, Pfc. B. D. Brooks, Pfc. D. M. Brown,

Pfc. N. M. Brumfield, Pvt. A. N. Cain, Pfc. S. Chen, Pvt. M. J. Childers, Pfc. L. M. Couch, Pvt. M. J. Covington, Pvt. T. C. Davis, Pfc. M. L. Desantiago, Pfc. S. S.

Dunavan, Pvt. C. E. Einsiedel, Pfc. B. Y. Espinal-Pinnett, Pfc. A. J. Farahkhan, Pvt. K. L. Fontaine, Pvt. E. J. Francois, Pfc. S. L. Franklin, Pvt. S. A. Gonzalez, Pvt. X.
Gonzalez, Pvt. B. L. GoveaAdams, Pfc. 1. C. Greavesthomas, Pfc. A. B. Halboth, Pvt. D. L. Hayes, Pvt. E. E. Heavey, Pfc. P. L. Helms, Pvt. C. E. Henson, Pvt. S. L. Hitchens, Pfc. K. L. Jacobson,
Pfc. L. A. Jones, Pfc. J. M. JordanBrown, Pvt. S. N. Kenly, Pvt. K. M. KennedySmith, Pvt. S. Keodouangsy, Pfc. P. T. Leab, Pvt. P. E. Livesay, Pvt. L. E. Lopp, Pvt. E. Mattson, Pfc. L. S. Miles,
Pvt. A. B. Obermeyer, Pfc. A. R. Patterson, Pfc. A. R. Peterson, Pvt. M. C. Phillip, Pvt. E. M. Prevost, Pfc. K. G. Rodgers, Pfc. B. G. Sanchez, Pvt. A. M. Sanderson, Pfc. T. Santiago, Pvt. K.
D. Stith, Pvt. R. M. Surugui, Pvt. V. T. Temple, Pfc. B. A. Tickle, Pvt. E. A. Trunck, Pfc. N. M. Turzinksi, Pfc. B. M. Veneziale, Pfc. A. M. Vizinat, Pvt. M. D. Williams]Jones, Pfc. C. A. Wright

Platoon 40377 Pic.J. A. Abrego, Pvt. K. A. Allen, Pfc. M. M. Allison, Pvt. B. R. Andres, Pfc. R. L. Arvig, Pfc. M. Avellaneda, Pfc. B. Barrios, Pvt. A. M. Brooks, Pvt. A.

E. Buckridge, Pvt. C. N. Castillo, Pvt. A. C. Chavez, Pvt. R. Chavira, Pvt. E. J. Chayrez, Pfc. M. S. Delaney, Pfc. S. J. Dotson, Pvt. M. J. Epps, Pfc. J. L.

Fain, Pvt. C. Fares, Pfc. K. D. Farley, Pvt. A. N. Ferreira, Pvt. ]J. Y. Franco, Pvt. T. N. Gabaldon, Pfc. S. A. Garcia, Pfc. B. A. Gonzalez, Pfc. M. Hernandez,
Pvt. S. B. Hidad, Pvt. M. L. Irons, Pfc. S. Jordi, Pvt. J. J. Kataviravong, Pvt. A. G. Lara, Pfc. C. Lee, Pfc. M. C. Lee, Pvt. D. A. Mack, Pfc. A. L. Maddox, Pvt. E. L. Martin, Pfc. A. M.
Martinez, Pvt. B. E. Mason, Pfc. L. L. Masters, Pfc. K. R. Mcauley, Pfc. A. L. McGuire, Pvt. M. I. Mendezmyers, Pfc. E. Moo, Pfc. C. V. Moran, Pfc. R. M. Nunez, Pvt. J. K. Ocanna,
Pvt. C. P. Piano, Pvt. P. E. Pileggi, Pfc. T. E. Quinones, Pvt. I. I. Ramos, Pvt. J. Realivazqauez, Pvt. M. E. Ripley, Pfc. C. Riveramendez, Pfc. S. Rodriguez, Pfc. K. M. Saporito, Pvt.
T. L. Stockert, Pfc. D. Torresfeliciano, Pfc. Y. Vacalopez, Pvt. A. L. Vallecillo, Pvt. R. Varela, Pvt. Y. B. Vides-Velasquez, Pfc. D. S. Vong, Pfc. J. M. Vonrumpf, Pvt. K. L. Wissmann
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Fox’s finale

Lance Cpl.
Caitlin Maluda
Staff Writer

The recruits of Fox Com-
pany, 2nd Recruit Train-
ing Battalion, charged
through the Crucible,
knowing they were near-
ing the end of their three
months of training on Par-
ris Island, S.C., Nov. 29.

The Crucible is the final,
culminating event of train-
ing, said Staff Sgt. Ronnie
Mills, a drill instructor
for Platoon 2099. It is the
place where the recruits
can apply the skills they
had learned from the past
three months.

The recruits began
their hike to the Crucible
around 2 a.m. Thoughts of
finally earning their Eagle,
Globe and Anchor came
with an early start to their
final task as recruits.

“Remembering stepping
on the yellow footprints
and how we had checked
the training calendar and
thought this day would
never come ... to just wake
up and know it is the day of
the Crucible, it’s like I can
see the light at the end of
the tunnel,” said Pvt. Chad
Butler, Platoon 2100.

He felt as if he had made

it to the end of a long jour-
ney as he prepared to take
on any obstacle that tried
to stop him from earning
the title of Marine, said
Butler, 20, from Balti-
more.

The recruits have hiked
more than 35 miles to-
gether, ran approximately
70 miles, become quali-
fied with the M16-A4 ser-
vice rifle and received ba-
sic warrior training over
the past three months.
These young men have
been training for their fi-
nal 54-hours as recruits
since the day they stepped
on the island.

The recruits have
trained together and en-
dured the same pains and
challenges as the recruit
beside them.

It is hard to believe
these past three months
are about to come to an
end, said Pfc. Robert
Bowden, Platoon 2100. He
said becoming a Marine
was not a dream anymore.
His goal was finally within
reach.

He was prepared to en-
dure through any chal-
lenge that stood in the
way of becoming a Ma-
rine, said Bowden, 19,
from Gambrills, Md.
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It was unbelievable that
he was already on the cru-
cible, said Pvt. Bryan Gen-
the. He knew he had to
finish the Crucible. There
was no question about
it. The 18year-old from
Monroe Township, N.J.,
and Platoon 2100, said
he had worked too hard
the past three months for
three days to stand in his
way of finally becoming a
Marine.

The Crucible is where
they transform from re-
cruits into Marines, said
Mills, a 33-year-old from
Barbourville, Ky. They
employ all the leadership
skills they have learned
and put them to use
here.

“With all the hard work
I'd put in throughout
training, I knew the Cru-
cible couldn’t defeat me,”
said Genthe. “This is the
final step, and I'm ready
for it.”

The recruits of Fox
Company went to the
Crucible with confidence
and determination. These
traits paid off as they ac-
complished their final
task and finished their 54
hours of intense training
as Marines.

S AP
Photo by Lance Cpl. Caitlin Maluda
Rct. Dillon Nuzum, Platoon 2099, Fox Company, 2nd Recruit Training Battalion,
runs toward a recruit who is simulating a wounded Marine in need of help during
the Crucible Nov. 29 on Parris Island, S.C. Nuzum, an |8-year-old from Philippi,
W.Va,, quickly took cover when he heard simulated gun shots before reaching the
simulated victim and dragging him to safety.

Photo by Lance Cpl. David Bessey
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to become Marines. The evalu-
ation is supervised by the mar-
tial arts instructors who taught
the recruits over 23 days.

“We only teach the basics
to recruits here,” said Sgt.
Dana Hineline, 25, a martial
arts instructor at Leatherneck
Square. “This is only the be-
ginning level of MCMAP.”

Recruits were tested on up-
per and lower body strikes,
counters, chokes, joint ma-
nipulations and bayonet and
knife techniques.

“The drill instructors and the
martial arts instructors walked

through all the moves with us
during training,” said Pvt. Jes-
se Carter, 18, of Platoon 2102,
Fox Company, 2nd Recruit
Training Battalion. “They made
sure we were doing them well.
If we get attacked in a combat
zone we need to know how to
defend ourselves.”

Recruits will have a chance
to advance through the gray,
green, brown and black belts
later in their Marine Corps
career once they graduate.
Each level comes with more
difficult techniques and more
responsibility.

Rct. Jesse Carter, 18,

of Platoon 2102, Fox
Company, 2nd Recruit
Training Battalion,
breaks free of a hold

by Rct.Andrew Bond,
18, of Platoon 2102,
during their martial

arts evaluation at Parris
Island's Leatherneck
Square on Oct. 12. Carter
is from Galion, Ohio.
Bond is from Kittanning,
Pa.
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Around the Corps

Photo by Cpl. Timothy Childers

Staff Sgt. Nathan C. Stocking, platoon sergeant, Scout Sniper Platoon,Weapons Company, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, assigned with the 15th Marine
Expeditionary Unit, instructs a member of the Kuwaiti Armed Forces in basic marksmanship techniques at a firing range near Camp Buehring during Exercise Eager
Mace 13 on Nov. 12.The U.S. Navy and Marine Corps participated in the bilateral training exercise with the Kuwaiti Armed Forces Nov. | I-21.The purpose of the
exercise was to expand levels of cooperation, enhance mutual maritime capabilities, and promote long-term regional stability and interoperability between U.S.
forces and regional partners. Stocking, 29, is from Phoenix.

Cpl. Timothy Childers
15th Marine Expeditionary Unit

KUWAIT - Marines

shielded their eyes the
best they could as a sand
storm moved across
the firing range. Wind-

speeds reached more
than 30 mph, which
made a dead-center shot
at more than 500 yards
seem impossible.

What  may have
seemed unfeasible was
made achievable by the
scout snipers of 3rd Bat-
talion, 5th Marine Regi-
ment, assigned with the
15th Marine Expedition-
ary Unit. They flawless-
ly brought down targets
at a firing range near
Camp Buehring during
Exercise Eager Mace

13 on Novw. 10.
The U.S. Navy and
Marine  Corps  par-

ticipated in an annual
training exercise with
Kuwaiti Armed Forces
on Nov. 11-21 called Ea-
ger Mace. The purpose
of this exercise was to
expand levels of coop-
eration, enhance mutu-
al maritime capabilities
and promote long-term
regional stability and in-
teroperability between
U.S. forces and regional
partners.

During this training
event, the Scout Sniper
Platoon from Weapons

Company went to one
of many firing ranges
around Camp Buehring
and trained alongside a
Kuwaiti Armed Forces
unit. The team helped
teach some basic marks-
manship skills to junior
members of the Kuwaiti
military.

“We assisted with
teaching basic marks-
manship skills for the
Kuwaiti soldiers,” said
Staff Sgt. Nathan Stock-
ing, platoon sergeant.
“It's good that we can
train them, so that they
have the capability to
protect themselves.”

The real work was
done within the Scout
Sniper Platoon as it took
advantage of the unique
training opportunities
the firing range provid-
ed.

“At the range, we prac-
ticed quite a lot of ad-
vanced marksmanship
techniques in simulated
combat surroundings,”
said Stocking. “Camp
Pendleton doesn’t facili-
tate this kind of training.
Because of the range’s
size and facilities, we

were allowed to practice
more advanced drills
that we wouldn’t be
able to simulate at most
[military] bases back
home. As Marines, we
know these techniques
by the book, but we can
truly prove the concept
at this range.”

The range also provid-
ed a unique training en-
vironment, compared to
the platoon’s home base
of Camp Pendleton, Ca-
lif. The high winds, dust
clouds and terrain fea-
tures that comprise the
region gave the snipers
a new challenge to build
on and improve their
skills.

“I always enjoy an op-
portunity to train some-
where different,” said
Cpl. Dakota Mortensen,
a scout sniper with the
platoon and a 25-year-
old, Ephraim, Utah
native. “We had an op-
portunity to zero our
weapons to meet this
type of environment.
We can use the data we
gathered to prepare us
for any possible contin-
gencies in the future.

This is also our first op-
portunity we’ve had on
deployment to fire our
weapons and knock the
rust off.”

In order to hone their
craft, the 14-man team
conducted a number of
maneuvers  including
unknown distance, lim-
ited exposure and move-
ment to contact drills.

“I enjoyed being with
the platoon and having
all day to concentrate on
shooting,” said Stock-
ing, a 29-year-old Phoe-
nix native. “We took the
opportunity to find and
correct deficiencies. Ev-
eryday we increased the
distance, decreased the
target size and changed
weapon systems. By
throwing different vari-
ables at the snipers we
made it harder, but it
made them better.”

By shooting all day,
braving sand storms and
an unfamiliar environ-
ment, the scout snipers
were challenged, and
were able to effectively
train and learn along-
side Kuwaiti soldiers.
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Recruits use technology, train for success

'.

Photo by Lance Cpl. MaryAn

Rct. Maggie Vizinat, Platoon 4036, November Company, 4th Recruit Training
Battalion, grips her rifle firmly and sights in on the target at the Indoor Simulated
Marksmanship Trainer on Parris Island, S.C., on Oct. 25.Vizinat, a 20-year-old from

Lafayette, La., graduates today.
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Lance Cpl.
MaryAnn Hill
Staff Writer

The recruits of No-
vember Company, 4th
Recruit Training Battal-
ion, used wireless tech-
nology to boost their
confidence in the Indoor
Simulated Marksman-
ship Trainer Oct. 25 on
Parris Island, S.C.

Recruits spend rough-
ly four hours a day
learning and practicing
the different shooting
positions during their
sixth week of training.

The recruits used the
ISMT to show their Pri-
mary Marksmanship In-
structors they correctly
grasp the fundamentals
of marksmanship by the
end of the week.

“The ISMT lets us see
the recruits’ deficien-
cies before live firing
starts,” said Cpl. Brad-

EPME4000AA

ley Bruss, a PMI. “It
also lets the recruits
see how well they are
applying what they have
learned.”

The ISMT uses wireless
technology and a projec-
tor system to simulate
firing at a real target at a
predetermined distance.
The rifles are loaded with
magazines filled with
compressed air to simu-
late recoil when firing at
the targets.

The computer records
where the recruits’
shots hit, then the in-
structors assess the
problems based off the
placements of the shots.

Recruits do not have
many chances to see
how they are perform-
ing or to receive posi-
tive feedback. This is
one of the few times
where they have both.

“The main goal of
the ISMT is to identify
and correct deficien-

cies while, at the same
time, letting them see
how they are doing,”
said Bruss, a 23-year-old
from Tucson, Ariz. “It
is practical application
as well as a confidence
booster.”

The ISMT provides
recruits with a realistic
feel for the weapon.

“It felt like an actual
weapon, and it had ac-
tual recoil,” said Rct.
Brandi Mason, Platoon
4037. “I feel ready to fire
real rounds next week
after practicing in the
ISMT.”

Spending long hours
practicing the fundamen-
tals of marksmanship,
learning how to fire in the
ISMT and qualifying dur-
ing firing week are now
just memories of obsta-
cles overcome. November
Company marches across
the parade deck as the
nation’s newest Marines
today.
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Rct. Rosio Surugui, Platoon 4036, November Company, 4th Recruit Training
Battalion, swings from bar to bar on the “Arm Stretcher” on the Confidence
Course at Parris Island, S.C., on Oct. 3. Surugui, an 18-year-old from Houston, is
scheduled to graduate today.

Peak
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recruits must overcome
in order to complete
the course. It begins
with a 37-foot climb up
a set of stairs and then
the recruits must pull
themselves across an
85-foot long rope over
a man-made water pit,
with their backs to the
ground the entire time.

“The recruits need
to be able to get over
their small fears, such
as heights, in order for
them to face their big-

ger fears,” said Farm-
er, a 29-year-old from
Gary, Ind.

Some recruits were
frightened when they
looked up at the tower-
ing hurdles, but others
were ready to take on
the new challenges.

“I was really excited
when we were told that
we were doing the Con-
fidence Course,” said
Rct. Brittany Sanchez,
Platoon 4036. “I love
the feeling of getting
over hard obstacles.”

The “Arm Walk” is
another obstacle that

some recruits said was
particularly difficult
during the Confidence
Course. The obstacle
consists of two paral-
lel bars with which re-
cruits must hold their
bodies up and cross the
other side.

The Marines of Novem-
ber Company have over-
come many obstacles and
trials during their time at
Parris Island. They have
proved they have what
it takes to bear the title
U.S. Marine.

S D s AR
Recruits of November Company, 4th Recruit Training Battalion, practice their
martial arts skills at Parris Island’s Confidence Course on Oct. 3.

Photos by Lance Cpl. MaryAnn Hill

More of the Story

Ath Annual Lowcountry Christmas Concer

The Parris Island Marine Band is scheduled to perform their 4th Annual Low-
country Chistmas Concert at the Community Bible Church in Beaufort on Dec.
16 at 7 p.m.

The band will be performing patriotic and holiday favorites such as “sleigh ride”
an% 1?elections from the film “Polar Express.” The concert is free and open to the
public.

For more information, contact the Parris Island Marine Band at 843-228-4925.



