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Gen. James IF. Amos’
237th Marine Corps
birthday message

Commandant of the Marine Corps

As we pause to celebrate the 237th birthday of our
Corps, we reflect on the rich legacy of service handed
down to us, we recommit ourselves to the tasks at hand,
and we look forward toward a bright future in service
to our country.

Marines exist to fight and win our nation’s battles. We
are most proud of our well-earned reputation for an-
swering the clarion call first. This was never more evi-
dent than at the epic battle of Guadalcanal 70 years ago.
Picked to lead the first allied counter-offensive of the
Pacific War because they were the “most ready,” Ma-
rines landed on Aug. 7, 1942, in the Solomon Islands.
They persevered through months of unremitting depri-
vation and bitter combat. By the time the veterans of
the blue diamond, the cactus Air Force, our legendary
Marine raiders, and initial elements of the follow-me
division gathered together to raise a canteen and toast
the birthday of their beloved Corps some three months
later, the battle was no longer an issue. The situation
was well in hand ... victory was assured.

We carry that same legacy of resolute commitment
and valor today. Over the past year, Marines have stood
firm in the toughest of circumstances and on numer-
ous occasions. We've taken the fight to the enemy in
Helmand and to the Horn of Africa. We've manned the
ramparts of beleaguered embassies in the Middle East
and North Africa, fought alongside our allies through-
out the world, while behind the scenes, afloat and
ashore, other Marines did the painstaking hard work
required to maintain our high levels of readiness and
efficiency.

As we look toward the future, we know that our senti-
mental place in the hearts of our fellow Americans and
critical role in the defense of our way of life are assured.
America has always wanted a Marine Corps ... it’s al-
ways been that way. Now, more than ever, America
needs its Marines as we confront a dangerous and un-
predictable world. Faced with difficult days ahead, we
will continue to draw strength from our rich heritage
and the shared values of the Marines to our left and to
our right. We know who we are ... we know what we
stand for. As ever we will strive to be found worthy of
the legendary trust of our fellow Americans.

I salute the enduring faithfulness of those who have
gone before, of those who wear our cloth today, and of
the families who stand so resolutely at our sides. Happy
birthday Marines ... and semper fidelis.
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Photo by Lance Cpl. MaryAnn Hill

Marines from Weapons and Field Training Battalion escort the birthday cake to the center of the All-Weather
Training Facility for the cake-cutting ceremony during the 237th Marine Corps birthday celebration Nov. 7.
The cake was cut by Brig. Gen. Lori Reynolds, depot commanding general, and presented to retired Master
Gunnery Sgt. E. Anderson, 90, the oldest Marine present, and Lance Cpl. Octavia Davis, |8, the youngest

Marine present, as part of Marine Corps birthday tradition.

Rlpha shoots

down training

Photo by Lance Cpl. David Bessey

Rct. Cole Benacquista, 18, Platoon 1081,Alpha Company, st Recruit Training Battalion, aims at his target during
his combat marksmanship evaluation on Parris Island’'s Hue City Rifle Range on Oct. 19. Recruits fire at moving

targets and perform several other shooting drills at distances of 25 and 100 yards during Basic Warrior Training.
Benacquista, who is from Pickerington, Ohio, is scheduled to graduate with his company today.
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Lance Cpl.

David Bessey

Staff Writer

Recruits of Alpha
Company, 1st Recruit

Training Battalion, shot
their way through Ba-
sic Warrior Training
by qualifying in combat
marksmanship on Parris
Island’s Hue City Rifle
Range on Oct. 19.

The purpose of com-
bat marksmanship is to
teach recruits how to
engage and immobilize
targets at close range
by using a series of fir-
ing drills, said Cpl. Noah
Berry, 24, a marksman-
ship coach with Weap-
ons and Field Training
Battalion, and a native of
Annapolis, Md.

Before being evalu-
ated, the recruits were
given classroom instruc-
tion on firing positions,
vulnerable areas on
their targets, and how
to quickly reload their
weapons.

The firing drills are
about three to five sec-
onds long. Recruits
have to quickly sight in
on their targets and fire
a series of shots before
time runs out.
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“The coaches taught
us how to use speed and
control with our weap-
ons,” said Pfc. Rafael Co-
lon, 20, of Platoon 1081.

Some of the recruits
struggled with learning
how to engage moving
targets.

The coaches werevery
hands-on and taught
recruits to accurately
shoot moving targets,
said Colon, a native of
Elizabeth, N J.

They said the best
time to fire at a moving
target is just as it ap-
pears. When the target
is first raised, recruits
must quickly sight in
and fire within the allot-
ted amount of time, said
Colon.

When the recruits fin-
ish closerange firing,
their scores are tallied,
officially qualifying them
asriflemarksmen, sharp-
shooters or experts.

With their evaluation
behind them, the Ma-
rines of Alpha Company
are now equipped with
the basic knowledge to
quickly move, sight in
on a target and bring
them down before they
have a chance to attack.
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Graduates

Alpha, Oscar Companies’ Graduates
Alpha Company Honor Graduates

Pfc. M. T. Montemurno, Jacksonville, Fla.
Platoon 1080, Montemurno was recruited by
Staff Sgt. Palacpac and trained by Sgt. Flohr

Pfc. J. J. Sprucebank, Dinwiddie, Va.
Platoon 1082, Sprucebank was recruited by
Staff Sgt. Simmons and trained by Staff Sgt. Herrera

Pfc. D. M. Mathis, Washington, D.C.
Platoon 1084, Mathis was recruited by
Staff Sgt. Polt and trained by Sgt. Blankenship

Pfc. T. J. Melchisky, Kendall Park, N.J.
Platoon 1086, Melchisky was recruited by
Sgt. Weztle and trained by Staff Sgt. Franklin

Oscar Company Honor Graduates

Pfc. T. L. Conaway, Galena, Ohio
Platoon 4032, Conaway was recruited by
Staff Sgt. Baker and trained by Staff Sgt. Carrilo

Pfc. M. T. Brock, Atlanta
Platoon 1081, Brock was recruited by
Sgt. Hallis and trained by Staff Sgt. Allen

Pfc. W. K. Walker, Phenix City, Ala.
Platoon 1083, Walker was recruited by
Staff Sgt. Scholl and trained by Gunnery Sgt. Viera

Pfc. C. L. Beekman, Jacksonville, N.C.
Platoon 1085, Beekman was recruited by
Staff Sgt. Salazar and trained by Staff Sgt. Webb

Pfc. D. M. Brassard, Zeeland, Mich.
Platoon 4033, Brassard was recruited by
Sgt. Sharbo and trained by Gunnery Sgt. Rivera

Platoon 1 O 8 Pfc. N. S. Alawar, Pvt. B. J. Alcantara, Pfc. M. K. Ballard, Pvt. C. S. Barnett, Pvt. H. J. Batista, Pvt. N. Benavidez, Pfc. R. C. Benkert, Pvt. M. H.

Binkley, Pfc. M. J. Binkley, Pfc. D. J. Blaylock, Pfc. N. W. Cabell lll, Pfc. J. D. Cannon, Pvt. S. A. Carr, Pfc. S. P. Carroll, Pvt. B. R. Cole, Pfc. C. M.

Collins, Pvt. J. K. Cooper, Pfc. J. L. Crews, Pvt. S. M. Cruz Il, Pfc. S. F. Dakin, Pvt. L. S. Daniels, Pfc. E. L. Davis, Pfc. J. M. Donaldson, Pvt. A. D.
Downey, Pfc. K. A. Ellen, Pfc. J. A. Fountain Il, Pfc. G. L. Fournier, Pfc. E. J. Garcia, Pvt. K. R. Garza, Pfc. T. A. Gifford, Pfc. R. J. Gregalunas, Pvt. C. B. Hake, Pvt. J. A. Horn, Pvt. M. Hoyos,
Pvt. C. M. Hymes, Pfc. K. D. Irvin Jr., Pfc. J. H. Jenkins, Pfc. M. A. Jenks, Pfc. B. T. Jeter, Pfc. P. D. Joseph, Pvt. J. S. King, Pfc. S. P. Korthas, Pfc. C. D. Langley, Pvt. J. H. Lee, Pvt. R. A.
Lisinichai, Pfc. G. D. Little, Pvt. J. I. Lock, Pvt. M. B. Lynn, Pvt. T. M. Maio, Pfc. A. W. Marshburn, Pvt. N. R. Matteson, Pfc. R. L. Mayfield II, Pvt. R. T. McGee IV, Pvt. M. C. McLain, Pvt. D.
A. McReynolds, Pvt. A. B. Minchew, Pfc. C. N. Mitchem, Pfc. M. T. Montemurno, Pvt. R. A. Moultrie, Pfc. T. S. Murphy, Pvt. P. J. Norman, Pvt. J. C. Overton, Pfc. J. D. Oxendine, Pfc. D.
D. Pallitta, Pvt. D. B. Pelosi, Pfc. A. D. Phan, Pvt. V. G. Rivas, Pfc. E. J. Santosrodriguez, Pvt. M. R. Silva, Pvt. C. A. Smith, Pfc. M. P. Stackhouse, Pvt. A. T. Swanson, Pfc. K. K. Sweeney,
Pvt. D. J. Tapley, Pvt. E. J. Thompson, Pvt. A. M Thrash, Pfc. J. R. Ward, Pfc. T. D. Watkins, Pfc. C. P. Webb, Pfc. J. F. Webster, Pvt. D. M. Wheeler, Pvt. B. A. Whobrey, Pfc. J. C. York
Platoon 1 08 1 Pvt. K. A. Best, Pvt. D. C. Brewer, Pfc. M. T. Brock, Pvt. G. A. Brown, Pvt. J. L. Bryner, Pfc. T. A. Buice, Pfc. J. P. Bulger, Pvt. C. M. Canfield, Pvt. M. B.

Carrthomas, Pvt. Z. D. Christopher, Pfc. A. M. Cicchino, Pfc. T. A. Colbert, Pfc. R. A. Colon, Pvt. K. M. Compton, Pvt. J. A. Cooke, Pvt. C. L. Cooper, Pvt.
D.A. Croya, Pvt. E. W. Delbrugge, Pvt. G. J. Donnely, Pvt. D. F. Driggers, Pvt. R. M. Dunkerly, Pvt. B. J. Elswick, Pfc. S. J. Erbes, Pfc. M. L. Evans, Pfc. M. K. Fairbanks, Pfc. A. R. Fenton, Pfc.
D. G. Foster, Pfc. J.A. Foye, Pfc. B. M. Getman, Pvt. J. P. Geyer, Pvt. A. B. Gibbs, Pvt. E. D. Glenn, Pvt. C. J. Graham, Pfc. T. R. Grubb, Pfc. K. M. Hargroves, Pfc. J. A. Hinkley, Pvt. T. K. Ho, Pfc.
J. L. Johnson, Pvt. J. A. Jones, Pfc. J. D. Jones, Pvt. A. T. Kahler, Pvt. G. P. Kelly, Pfc. R. Leal, Pvt. V. R. Lupica, Pfc. S. J. Lynford, Pvt. M. L. Martin, Pvt. N. J. Martin, Pfc. C. T. Mathis, Pvt. J. S.
McClure, Pvt. N. S. McCollum, Pvt. K. S. McCormick, Pvt. T. E. Morris lIl, Pvt. J. P. Murch, Pvt. A. M. Norris, Pvt. W. J. Pickens, Pfc. T. C. Pierce, Pfc. C. M. Powell, Pfc. B. A. Radford, Pfc. K. A.
Ramsey, Pvt. M. D. Ray, Pvt. J. D. Rider, Pfc. D. L. Roberts, Pvt. J. M. Seidner, Pfc. P. J. Seyfried, Pfc. D. G. Sickels, Pvt. W. M. Smith, Pvt. T. M. Stasyshyn, Pfc. U. Z. Stewert, Pfc. B. J. Stringer, Pvt.
J.A. Tennant, Pvt. K. M. Vauls Jr., Pfc. C. E. Verapedrique, Pfc. M. A. Wadley I, Pvt. C. D. Wells, Pvt. J. A. Werema, Pvt. J. R. Whitehead, Pfc. A. T. Williams, Pvt. D. L. Williams, Pfc. J. T. Williams
Platoon 1 082 Pvt. E. D. Bomber, Pvt. G. A. Brock, Pfc. J. D. Brown, Pvt. T. A. Browning, Pfc. W. A. Bush, Pfc. Z. T. Calvert, Pvt. N. M. Candeias, Pvt. K. A. Carpenter,

Pfc. D. K. Charette, Pfc. J. M. Cintron, Pvt. R. J. Considine, Pvt. M. Cooks lll, Pfc. P. J. Coyne, Pvt. D. M. Cyr, Pvt. A. L. Dibattista, Pfc. J. P. Dodson,
Pvt. T. J. Elansari, Pfc. D. E. Ellis, Pfc. R. M. Elsesser Jr., Pfc. J. E. Ettinger, Pvt. C. Fang, Pvt. Z. J. Ferrara, Pfc. R. M. Frier, Pvt. J. E. Glaus IV, Pvt. |. Gonzalez Jr., Pfc. N. M. Grindrod-Greene,
Pvt. A. S. Hall, Pfc. D. R. Jamaine, Pvt. R. D. Jenkin, Pvt. P. L. Jennings, Pvt. S. K. Johnson, Pfc. J. A. Kasunic, Pvt. Q. D. Kedley, Pvt. C. D. Kelton, Pvt. T. R. Kimball, Pfc. S. M. Lenahan,
Pvt. A. Leon, Pvt. K. D. Lupori, Pfc. J. H. Macpherson, Pvt. S. L. Mauro, Pvt. T. J. Mays, Pvt. N. M. Mccoy, Pfc. M. J. Messier, Pvt. C. J. Miller, Pvt. J. H. Moyers, Pvt. D. J. Novak, Pfc. N. E.
Ogburn, Pfc. B. M. Olson, Pfc. Z. E. Perez, Pvt. V. Pha, Pfc. C. A. Prinkey, Pvt. K. T. Richard, Pvt. L. E. Robinson I, Pfc. P. A. Ruotolo, Pvt. E. R. Schafer, Pfc. W. H. Segeleon, Pfc. C. J.
Skirvin, Pfc. C. B. Smith, Pvt. D. A. Smith, Pvt. P. R. Sorrentino, Pfc. J. J. Sprucebank, Pvt. A. M. Stidham, Pvt. F. J. Stout, Pfc. B. E. Stump, Pvt. R. R. Taylor Jr., Pfc. J. B. Teague, Pfc. N.
A. Terry, Pfc. K. J. Traynhamwillis, Pvt. C. J. Upton, Pvt. O. J. Vargassegura, Pfc. Z. C. White, Pfc. D. L. Williams Jr., Pvt. C. K. Wilson, Pfc. C. J. Withers, Pfc. T. C. Wajy, Pfc. T. M. Woolard
Platoon 1 08 Cole, Pfc. L. A. Conder lll, Pvt. T. J. Conner, Pvt. C. R. Cornett, Pvt. R. E. Craig, Pvt. A. R. Creamer, Pfc. N. D. Dabbock, Pfc. M. J. Ferris, Pvt. A. M.

Finnegan, Pfc. C. S. Fisher, Pfc. J. T. Flemming, Pvt. D. T. Gallagher, Pfc. C. T. Gibson, Pvt. N. D. Giorgio, Pfc. J. A. Gonzales, Pfc. J. F. Gonzalez, Pvt.
F.D. Green, Pvt. T. G. Hall, Pfc. C. D. Hargis, Pvt. T. R. Hayes, Pfc. J. A. Henderson, Pfc. Z. D. Herstine, Pvt. H. C. Hills lll, Pfc. W. N. Hudnall, Pvt. C. R. Hurm, Pvt. R. Jacques, Pvt. B. L. Jolley,
Pvt. J. M. Kelley, Pfc. D. A. Kidd Jr., Pvt. B. A. Kiefer, Pvt. K. W. Kiehimeier, Pvt. T. R. Kirchner, Pvt. S. J. Krouse, Pfc. D. J. Lamonica, Pvt. B. D. Luarymcaurthor, Pvt. M. F. Louis, Pvt. K. J. Luscy,
Pfc. K. M. Macey, Pvt. W. R. McCaskill lll, Pvt. N. G. Miller, Pvt. P. T. Miller, Pvt. D. L. Moody, Pvt. A. W. Morgan, Pvt. B. R. Mrozinski, Pvt. D. D. Munn, Pfc. C. A. Nagy, Pfc. N. C. Nunez, Pvt. D.
L. Odom, Pvt. C. J. Odorcich, Pfc. A. C. Palmer, Pvt. J. H. Parsons IV, Pfc. L. M. Pembrook, Pvt. C. D. Perdue, Pvt. J. R. Perkins, Pvt. A. K. Phommarath Jr., Pvt. M. A. Powers, Pvt. J. E. Prine
Ill, Pvt. K. Rattana, Pvt. R. A. Riley, Pvt. J. Robles, Pvt. V. B. Rodgers Il, Pvt. K. M. Roehl, Pvt. K. H. Ross, Pfc. R. D. Sanders, Pvt. M. J. Schartner, Pvt. M. C. Serrano, Pfc. C. L. Shoemake,
Pvt. J. M. Simmons, Pvt. M. D. Smith, Pvt. S. L. Smith, Pvt. S. M. Spencer, Pvt. R. M. Stiner, Pfc. J. M. Tester, Pvt. E. M. Trautman, Pfc. W. K. Walker, Pvt. M. M. Webb, Pfc. C. D. Winston
Platoon 1 084 Pvt. S. A. Berkholz, Pfc. T. L. Black, Pvt. C. D. Bouch, Pvt. M. J. Brace, Pvt. S. M. Bristow, Pvt. A. A Camacho, Pvt. M. Cancel, Pfc. J. C. Cheng, Pfc. L. D.

Coleman Jr., Pfc. C. T. Crouch, Pfc. A. K. Daniel, Pvt. S. A. Daniel, Pvt. J. M. Delcollo, Pvt. K. Diazrodriguez, Pfc. E. J. Douse, Pvt. R. D Emptage, Pfc. C.
D. Estrel, Pvt. J. M. Fanning, Pvt. P. A. Franco, Pfc. M. B. Fullerton, Pvt. J. D. Funes, Pfc. G. D. Glende, Pvt. K. P. Griffin, Pvt. S. J. Gustaitis Jr., Pvt. A. M. Harleybishop, Pvt. D. P. Hickey, Pfc. D. K.
Jobity, Pvt. N. A. Jumaili, Pfc. J. C. Kennedy Jr., Pfc. J. A. Kent, Pvt. J. M. Kindel Jr., Pfc. N. J. Kononitz, Pvt. D. Lajara, Pvt. A. O. Lazo, Pvt. B. A. Lemire, Pvt. A. J. Lora, Pvt. R. T. Loving, Pvt. L. D.
Manges, Pfc. A. D. Martin, Pvt. F. Martinez Jr., Pvt. J. A. Mason, Pfc. D. M. Mathis, Pvt. J. L. Matos, Pvt. S. P. McGarry, Pfc. B. E. Medinamoran, Pfc. H. A. Mejia, Pfc. V. D. Morantedonayre, Pvt. F.
W. Nieves, Pfc. J. Nina, Pvt. R. Nunezblanco, Pvt. G. E. Ogbunigwe, Pvt. M. A. Oktavec, Pvt. R. F. Pangilinan, Pfc. D. L. Persinger, Pfc. A. J. Pillsbury, Pfc. J. B Poligardo, Pvt. Z. L. Quade, Pfc. P. M.
Reese, Pvt. G. A. Robillard, Pvt. J. A. Robinson, Pvt. D. R. Roca, Pvt. J. T. Rodriquez, Pvt. S. D. Roman, Pvt. A. L. Rosquist, Pfc. N. D. Sanchez, Pfc. J. Sanchezvazquez, Pvt. B. M. Seese, Pfc. L.
Sekulitsrodriguez, Pvt. T. J. Sheets, Pvt. B. M. Smith, Pvt. D. R. Stedman, Pvt. J.A. Toma, Pvt. C. L. Urso, Pfc. R. R. Valentin Jr., Pfc. B. M. Walker, Pvt. C. P.Whelan, Pvt. H. C. Williams, Pfc. S. D. Wilson
Platoon 1 085 Pvt. S. E. Carvin, Pvt. M. J. Casaletto, Pvt. H. J. Cedeno, Pfc. N. W. Chapman, Pvt. M. A. Cook, Pfc. D. B. Cope, Pfc. A. L. Cousins, Pvt. S. M. Crofford,

Pfc. C. J. Degnan, Pvt. J. M. Dillard, Pvt. M. J. Dinan, Pvt. O. H. Edgecomb, Pvt. H. K. Ettinger, Pvt. D. J. Forst, Pfc. S. N. Greene, Pvt. A. L. Gulley,
Pvt. G. B. Heath, Pfc. B. Heath, Pvt. J. S. Heeter, Pvt. R. W. Henry, Pvt. J. B. Herring, Pvt. T. A. Hinson, Pvt. M. L. Jackson, Pvt. S. M. Johnson, Pvt. B. L. Karr, Pvt. D. E. Kim , Pvt. K. Lamarche
, Pfc. J. M. Ling , Pfc. M. J. Luciani, Pvt. J. C. Lydick, Pfc. C. D. May, Pfc. J. C. McClure, Pvt. T. McDonald I, Pfc. M. A. McLean, Pvt. R. S. McMillin, Pvt. A. Mercado, Pvt. P. Moise, Pfc. J.
B. Money, Pvt. B. L. Montagna, Pvt. E. B. Morales, Pvt. J. W. Omalley, Pvt. J. N. Ortega, Pvt. D. O. Ortiz, Pvt. A. Padro Jr., Pvt. C. T. Papszycki, Pfc. R. Polanco, Pvt. J. L. Quintero, Pvt.
A. J. Ramirez, Pvt. J. V. Ramirez, Pvt. J. L. Ramos, Pvt. A. Randall, Pvt. J. P. Reed, Pvt. J. A. Reyes, Pvt. J. M. Robles, Pfc. D. E. Rogers, Pvt. A. D. Rundle, Pvt. V. K. Sammy, Pfc. N. A.
Sangastiano, Pvt. D. D. Santos, Pvt. T. M. Scharrn, Pfc. M. Schmidt, Pvt. A. J. Sellar, Pvt. J. A. Serna, Pvt. S. L. Shull, Pvt. J. P. Soccodato, Pvt. S. D. Solano, Pvt. C. D. Sosebee, Pvt. D. J.
Soucy, Pvt. R. J. Spikes, Pvt. A. J. Szarko, Pvt. P. R. Tibbetts, Pvt. B. P. Tunney, Pvt. M. A. Vasquez, Pfc. M. T. Veale, Pfc. W. A. Wall, Pvt. J. S. Warren, Pvt. T. J. Washock, Pvt. R. A. White
Platoon 1 08 P. A. Cintronfrenandez, Pvt. J. D. Cline, Pfc. T. Cooleytorres, Pvt. J. W. Cooper, Pvt. J. J. Cummiskey, Pvt. K. D. Debaecke, Pvt. C. J. Debow, Pfc. S. R.

Demick, Pvt. J. R. Denmeade, Pvt. J. K. Descoteaux, Pfc. J. M. Douek, Pvt. W. R. Elliot, Pfc. W. R. Esquivel, Pfc. J. M. Fabrizio, Pfc. J. H. Faulkner Jr.,
Pvt. A. Figueroamorfin, Pvt. R. A. Flenke, Pvt. T. A. Gabrielsen, Pfc. C. M. Galdo, Pfc. A. J. Galiano, Pvt. Z. N. Gardner, Pfc. R. M. Givens, Pvt. K. M. Gregg, Pvt. N. J. Griffith, Pvt. K. V. Groff,
Pfc. E. J. Harris, Pvt. R. E. Hernandez, Pfc. K. R. Hohwald, Pvt. M. F. Hudgins, Pvt. M. C. Jeffreys, Pvt. T. J. Jones, Pfc. N. D. Kelly, Pvt. J. D. Kinnaird, Pvt. D. C. Kinney, Pvt. D. D. Kirk, Pvt. K.
N. Lanoue, Pfc. M. V. Lewis Jr., Pfc. A. O. Lincoln, Pvt. M. A. Louis, Pvt. T. R. Ludeker, Pfc. T. J. Melchisky, Pvt. T. A. Moore, Pvt. B. S. Mundus, Pfc. B. A. Munoz, Pvt. D. A. Negron, Pvt. Z. P.
Orr, Pfc. A. Ortiz, Pfc. J. L. Osteen, Pfc. G. A. Parker, Pfc. G. J. Pasquarella, Pvt. C. R. Paulus, Pvt. J. L. Porter, Pvt. K. G. Qaadir, Pfc. S. M. Rollins, Pfc. N. A. Ronalds, Pvt. M. P. Ryder, Pvt. A.
Sanchez Jr., Pfc. D. C. Sarriavillegas, Pvt. J. C. Schnegelsberger, Pfc. T. W. Schoenherr, Pvt. T. A. Schumacher, Pfc. J. C. Senf, Pfc. G. S. Smith Jr., Pvt. M. J. Spera, Pvt. M. R. Steffan, Pvt.
M. D. Stofila, Pvt. C. L. Sturgis, Pvt. V. Suntaroj, Pvt. J. C. Suttles, Pvt. N. M. Thomas, Pfc. J. S. Vanhook, Pvt. J. E. Watson Ill, Pvt. D. J. Whittington, Pfc. D. R. Wiesner, Pfc. D. R. Wood Jr.
Platoon 4032 M. Braudis, Pvt. S. N. Bruce, Pvt. R. Chang, Pfc. S. B. Chaudoin, Pvt. C. K. Cochran, Pfc. C. D. Colley, Pfc. T. L. Conaway, Pfc. N. A. Cook, Pfc. K.

L. Coulter, Pfc. S. C. Denson, Pfc. J. L. Femandez, Pvt. N. M. Finen, Pvt. J. R. Gallagher, Pvt. M. L. Gutierrez, Pvt. K. A. Hayes, Pfc. J. D. Hoemke,
Pfc. E. P. lannacone, Pfc. L. A. Johnson, Pvt. R. E. Johnson, Pfc. J. L. Kline, Pfc. D. G. Lawrence, Pvt. C. E. Luebkemann, Pfc. E. L. Lyn, Pvt. E. K. Mansfield, Pfc. J. Martinez, Pfc. E. N.
McKelvey, Pvt. D. G. Medina, Pfc. K. F. Middlebrooks, Pvt. Y. L. Mitchell, Pfc. K. L. Nelson, Pvt. A. M. Oehler, Pfc. A. M. Owens, Pvt. J. M. Pein, Pvt. S. B. Rigney, Pfc. C. T. Robertson, Pfc. L.
E. Sanders, Pvt. J. R. Sandoval, Pfc. N. K. Sargent, Pvt. B. N. Schmidt, Pfc. O. E. Selman, Pvt. E. R. Tippett, Pfc. M. R. Tomaszewski, Pvt. M. M. Tran, Pvt. C. L. Wescher, Pfc. T. A. Wiliams
Platoon 403 Fuller, Pfc. A. T. Gaon, Pfc. M. K. Garcia, Pvt. K. J. Gaynor, Pvt. S. Guerrero, Pvt. D. Guerrerogarcia, Pvt. P. Gumbrecht, Pfc. H. A. Hageman, Pvt. V. N.

Holifield, Pfc. D. L. King, Pfc. J. T. Lara, Pfc. S. R. Lewis, Pvt. A. K. Lopez, Pvt. M. M. Lopez, Pvt. P. J. Maldonado, Pfc. R. M. Malkin, Pvt. M. L. McGuire,
Pvt. S. A. Medellin, Pvt. J. S. Medina, Pfc. J. A. Medrano, Pvt. A. Meraz, Pvt. A. C. Mohamed, Pfc. A. Montoya, Pfc. M. A. Moresco, Pvt. S. L. Olsen, Pfc. D. L. Orton, Pvt. V. Perez, Pfc. . Pinedo,

Pvt. A. M. Pippin , Pvt. M. M. Robichaux, Pfc. A. N. Rolfe, Pvt. A. E. Rubo, Pfc. J. A. Ryan, Pvt. C. R. Santiago, Pvt. B. N. Smith, Pfc. E. M. Smith, Pfc. T. Smith, Pvt. N. E. Tarrants, Pvt. K. L.
Taylor, Pvt. K. L. Tinklenberg, Pfc. E. M. Torres, Pfc. A. V. Torresramires, Pfc. L. M. Velasquez, Pfc. B. F. Williams, Pvt. B. A. Williams, Pfc. H. M. Wolle, Pfc. J. R. Zimmerman, Pvt. S. J. Zimpfer
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Pfc. W.A. Agee, Pfc. A. J. Anderson, Pvt. A. D. Apple, Pfc. J. J. Bailey, Pvt. B. Banks Jr., Pfc. |. V. Barriente, Pvt. C. M. Benacquista, Pvt. R. J. Bennaugh,

Pfc. J. A. Acevedo, Pvt. D. M. Aeh, Pvt. C. A. Bailey, Pvt. R. D. Barton, Pvt. S. M. Bateman, Pfc. J. T. Bengel, Pvt. C. L. Blanchard Jr., Pfc. L. H. Boesch,

Pvt. D. K. Adams, Pfc. D. A. Anderson, Pfc. B. E. Barrett, Pvt. T. E. Bartel, Pvt. T. N. Brooks, Pvt. P. Bulla, Pvt. J. A. Carter, Pvt. K. S Caudill, Pvt. T. W.

Pvt. Y. F. Abraham, Pfc. M. C. Allison, Pfc. K. Andrade, Pvt. W. J. Angyelof, Pvt. K. D. Bauer, Pvt. S. T. Bellmann, Pvt. M. D. Bennett, Pvt. M. J. Bennett,

Pvt. M. K. Agbodza, Pfc. M. T. Atkinson, Pvt. D. J. Bailey, Pvt. M. A. Barry, Pfc. J. C. Bataller, Pfc. L. P. Beazer, Pfc. C. L. Beekman, Pfc. A. B. Caraballo,

Pvt. W. M. Adams Ill, Pvt. C. L. Aguilar, Pfc. I. M. Baird, Pfc. D. R. Bastos, Pfc. A. C. Carroll, Pfc. T. J. Chapman, Pfc. T. A. Chavira, Pvt. C. M. Cieza, Pvt.

Pfc. D. H. Adams, Pvt. M. Aguilarvillafuerte, Pvt. J. S. Albert, Pfc. S. J. Ayala, Pfc. L. D. Bednarski, Pvt. P. E. Bowers, Pvt. N. K. Boyd, Pfc. K.

Pvt. L. N.Armenta, Pfc. A. L. Branch, Pfc. D. M. Brassard, Pvt. K. M. Burrows, Pfc. S. E. Coats, Pvt. S. Corbin, Pvt. V. R. Ellis, Pvt. D. J. Fancelli, Pvt. M. R.
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Inside Feature

Sgt. Ryan Flohr, senior drill instructor of Platoon
1080, Alpha Company, I st Recruit Training Battalion,
tells his new recruits what will be expected of them
for the duration of their stay on Parris Island on Aug.
18.This speech is the first impression the recruits
have of the drill instructors who guide them through
the majority of recruit training. Alpha Company is
scheduled to graduate today.
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Photos by Cpl. Tyler Reiriz

Drill instructors serving with Alpha Company, I st Recruit Training Battalion, recite the drill instructors’ creed
Aug. 18 before taking charge of the recruits whom they will lead for the next three months on Parris Island.

The recruits are scheduled to graduate today.

Hipha Company recruits meet their DRILL INSTRUCTORS

Cpl. Tyler Reiriz
Social Media Editor

More than 500 recruits with Alpha Company, 1st
Recruit Training Battalion, sat stoically as they wait-
ed for their drill instructors to speak on Aug. 18. The
silence was finally broken with the beginning words
of the drill instructors’ creed.

The creed is a reaffirmation of the principles and
responsibilities of all drill instructors.

“The creed is what we are,” said Staff Sgt. Charles
Kelley, a chief drill instructor with the company. “It
was written for drill instructors, by drill instructors.

Notice to boaters

Marine Corps Recruit Depot Parris Island is scheduled to conduct extend-

It is our mission statement.”

Sgt. Ryan Flohr, senior drill instructor of Platoon
1080, said it is important that the recruits hear the
drill instructors renew their dedication to making
Marines.

“These recruits are entrusted to my care’'— the
first line says it all,” he said. “That lets them know
that yes, I am going to train them hard, but I'm going
to take care of them.”

When the creed was complete, the recruits under-
stood the responsibilities and commitments their
drill instructors had undertaken. After the creed,
the senior drill instructors gave a speech to their

ed live-fire training Nov. 18 from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. The marsh and waterways
in the range impact area to include Archers Creek, Ribbon Creek and Ed-

ding Creek will be closed to boater traffic.

For questions regarding firing times and waterway closures, contact the
Weapons and Field Training Battalion range control at 843-228-3170.

recruits letting them know what will be expected of
them during recruit training.

One part of the speech includes the phrase “we
will not give up on you, even when some of you have
given up on yourselves.”

The speech and drill instructors’ creed are perhaps
some of the most important words the recruits will
hear during their time on Parris Island. The speech
concludes with a reminder to the young men as to
why they chose the difficult path ahead of them.

“We offer you the challenge of recruit training, and
the opportunity to claim the title of United States
Marine.”
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Photos by Cpl. Tyler Reiriz
Rct. Tamera Smith, Platoon 4033, Oscar Company, 4th
Recruit Training Battalion, looks up at the |10-foot-tall
platform she will have to leap from as part of the swim
qualification Sept. | | on Parris Island. Smith had not entered
the deep end of a pool in 16 years. Smith,a 23-year-old
native of Junction City, Kan., is scheduled to graduate today.

qualifications.

Rct. Tamera Smith, Platoon 4033, Oscar
Company, 4th Recruit Training Battalion,
leaps from a 10-foot tower into the recruit
swimming pool on Parris Island on Sept.

I 1. Smith had a lifelong fear of heights and
deep water, but overcame both during swim

Inside Feature
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Rct. Tamera Smith, Platoon 4033, Oscar Company,
4th Recruit Training Battalion, climbs out of the
recruit swimming pool on Parris Island on Sept. I I.
After completing a 25-meter gear-assisted swim,
Smith and her fellow recruits learned a variety of
techniques to help them swim in different situations.

Marine faces lifelong fear at recruit pool

Cpl. Tyler Reiriz
Social Media Editor

Sixteen years ago, a 7-year-old girl injured herself after jumping from a high-dive at her
local pool, leaving her afraid of heights and deep water.

More than a decade later, Pfc. Tamera Smith of Platoon 4033, Oscar Company, 4th
Recruit Training Battalion, faced both of those fears during swim qualifications Sept. 11
on Parris Island.

The recruits from Oscar and Alpha companies went to the recruit swimming pool to
learn the water survival skills they will need as Marines. Many of the recruits, including
Smith, were classified as “iron ducks,” meaning they had difficulty or a fear of swim-
ming.

Swimming instructors take extra time preparing these recruits, making sure they
know the fundamentals before moving them to the more difficult parts of the training.

The swim qualification consisted of several events that gave recruits the opportunity
to learn how to keep their heads above water and avoid panicking. They learned how to
use issued gear as improvised flotation devices and how to quickly discard heavy equip-
ment that could pull them underwater.

‘When Smith leapt from a 10-foot tower into the water below, it was the first time she
had entered deep water since she was 7 years old. For her, the training was about more
than simply learning how to swim.

“I've been afraid of this basically my whole life,” said Smith, a 23-year-old from Junction
City, Kan. “But if I can face a fear like this now, I know I'll be better prepared to face the
fear of combat if I ever experience that.”

Smith said she gained confidence from her senior drill instructor, Gunnery Sgt. Sigrid
Rivera, who gave the recruits advice and encouragement between swim events. Smith
said when she told Rivera she was afraid, the senior drill instructor told her to “drop kick
fear in the face.”

“It's important for the recruits to face a personal challenge,” said Rivera, a 29-year-old
native of West Palm Beach, Fla. “It's going to build not just a better Marine, but a better
person.”

By the end of that week, Smith was officially qualified and ready to continue recruit
training.

“I am very proud of myself and my fellow recruits who were iron ducks,” she said. “It
was very hard for all of us, but we did it. I conquered my fear.”

Smith is scheduled to graduate with her company today.
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Rct.Jemma Lara,
Platoon 4033, Oscar
Company, 4th Recruit
Training Battalion,
stands on the
battalion’s parade
grounds during drill
practice Nov. I. Lara,
a 19-year-old from
Saipan, joined the
Marine Corps to help
support her family.
Lara’s first visit to

the U.S. was for
recruit training. She is
scheduled to graduate

today.
Photo by Lance Cpl. Caitlin Maluda

Saipan native travels across Pacific to join Corps, support family

Lance Cpl. Caitlin Maluda
Staff Writer

A 19year-old girl stepped foot in the continental United
States for the first time, leaving her home in the calm is-
lands of Saipan for a much more stressful environment
- Marine Corps recruit training.

Pfc. Jemma Lara, of Platoon 4033, Oscar Company, 4th
Recruit Training Battalion, wanted to show her family she
could help take care of them and shoulder some of their
burdens. She followed in the footsteps of her older broth-
er and enlisted in the Marine Corps.

“This summer, I went and signed up with the Marine
Corps,” said Lara. “This is the first time for me to leave
my island.”

Since Saipan is a U.S. territory, residents are eligible to
enlist.

Lara prepared herself as best she could for the chal-
lenge that she chose to take.

“I learned everything I possibly could about the branch-

es,” said Lara. “But I didn’t want to just wing it. I wanted
to prove to myself I would grow up and protect and help
my family. I wanted to show that they don’t have to suffer
anymore, and that I'll take the burden for it all.”

Eight years ago, Lara’s father was moved to a medical fa-
cility in the Philippines after developing lung cancer. This
left Lara, her mother and her siblings on their own.

The small island is very family oriented, Lara said. She
enlisted into the Marine Corps because the Corps is con-
sidered a large family, and her brother is a Marine as
well.

Lara chose to specifically join the Marine Corps because
she said she thought it would give her the challenge she
was searching for. Although her family supports her de-
cision, they initially tried to talk her out of it, which only
caused Lara to become more determined.

“Even my brother tried to persuade me not to go,”
said Lara. “But they understood that I challenged every-
thing.”

Lara said she felt that if her brother could make it

through training, she could too.

Lara visited her first airport, arrived in South Carolina
and was promptly taken to Parris Island for her first night
in the United States.

“I just didn’t realize how fast everything would be mov-
ing,” said Lara, referring to her first meeting with a drill
instructor. “It’s challenging trying to reach to their stan-
dards.”

Lara said that earning the title does not feel real even
after making her way through every obstacle that was
thrown at her during training. She said the responsibility
that comes with the title of Marine has left her speechless
with pride.

Lara said coming to the United States and completing
the 13-week journey was the most significant thing she
has ever done.

Accomplishing feats that few people go through, she
volunteered for the opportunity to prove to herself and
her family that she could support them. Today, she walks
proudly across the Peatross Parade Deck as a Marine.
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Around the Corps

Photo b Cpl. Bryan Nygaard

Marines with the 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit assist in the Hurricane Sandy recovery efforts by picking up trash in the streets of Staten Island, N.Y., on Nov. 5.The
26th MEU curtailed predeployment training to sail for New York on Nov. | to help with the cleanup of the devastating storm.

Marines assist New York's storm-stricken Staten [slanders

Capt. Lucas Burke
26th Marine Expeditionary Unit

NEW YORK - Marines assigned to the 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit are con-
tinuing to help clear debris in the storm-stricken Staten Island community after
they deployed aboard Navy ships to New York on Nov. 1 as part of Hurricane
Sandy relief efforts.

The MEU was able to provide generators, fuel, clean water and helicopter lift
capabilities to aid those suffering from the disaster.

“First and foremost, our thoughts and prayers go out to those impacted by Hur-
ricane Sandy. The capabilities of the 26th MEU are augmenting the larger relief
efforts currently being executed at the federal, state and local level,” said Col.
Matthew G. St. Clair, commanding officer of the unit.

The unit has been using helicopters to survey damaged areas of Staten Island in
preparation of follow-on support to local residents.

The flights have also allowed the Marines to land in the hardest-hit areas and see

what local leaders and residents needed the most.

“We've all seen the news, but to actually walk around and talk to people about
what they are going through allows us to build a clearer picture as we conduct our
planning,” St. Clair said. “Despite the devastation, seeing the communities come
together and help each other is motivation for us.”

Marines are moving house to house through Staten Island, surveying damaged
structures, assisting those in need of medical support and providing manpower to
remove damaged household goods from residents’ homes.

The eastern shore of Staten Island has seen some of the worst destruction from
Hurricane Sandy.

The 26th MEU, stationed at Camp Lejeune, N.C., was in predeployment training
when it received orders to head north to the destructed coastal regions of New
York and New Jersey.

“The Marines and sailors of the MEU are extremely motivated about assisting
other Americans in a time of need. This deployment demonstrates the responsive-
ness of a MEU in support of a crises and the expeditionary nature of the Navy-
Marine Corps team,” said St. Clair.
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Photo by Lance Cpl.
MaryAnn Hill

Brig. Gen. Lori
- | Reynolds, center,
- +| depot commanding
= general,hands a
piece of the birthday
cake to the oldest
Marine present at
the 237th Marine
Corps birthday
celebration, retired
Master Gunnery Sgt.
E. Anderson, 90, as
part of the traditional
birthday ceremony.
The oldest Marine
hands a piece of the
birthday cake to the
youngest active-duty
Marine, symbolizing
the transference of
Marine Corps history
and tradition to
the Corps’ younger
generations.
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Photo by Sgt. Jon Holmes
Cpl. Shaun Malcolm, a Marine with Headquarters and Service Battalion,
wears a Marine Corps uniform similar to the one worn by Marines in
1805 for the Marine Corps birthday pageant Nov. 7 on Parris Island.The
pageant was part of the depot's celebration of the 237th Marine Corps
birthday.

Photo by Lance Cpl. MaryAnn Hill

Marines and sailors wear historic uniforms during the 237th Marine Corps birthday
pageant Nov. 7 at the All-Weather Training Facility on Parris Island.The birthday pageant
showed an audience of Marines, sailors, recruits and civilians the differing uniforms worn
by Marines throughout the past 237 years.
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PME DISTANCE LEARNING ON MARINENET

Money being collected for holiday meals Teens invited to Parris Island open house b - Pl
The Staff Noncommissioned Officers Spouses Club is The Parris Island Teen Center is hosting a free open w /
currently collecting money to provide holiday food vouchers to house with video games, basketball and music for
Parris Island families in need this Thanksgiving and Christmas. military children ages 13-17 from 7-10 p.m. Nov. 17.
Those wishing to donate must contact their unit sergeant major The center is located at 501 Wake Blvd.
or leave donations in deposit boxes located at the Religious For more information, contact Debbie Andoga at 843-228-1669.
Ministries Center in building 854 or at
the Navy Federal Credit Union. Thanksgiving bash set for single Marines
Checks should be made payable to Holiday Meal A free Thanksgiving bash sponsored by the Single
Help Program, with “2012 SNCOSC HMHP” writ- Marine Program is scheduled for Nov. 14 at 6 p.m. at
ten on the check’s memorandum line. Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort’s Afterburners club.
The money collected will provide vouchers A full Thanksgiving meal will be provided along
redeemable at the Parris Island commissary. with live music and prize giveaways for active-duty
Donations for Thanksgiving must be received no later than personnel. Single Marines and sailors, single
Nov. 16, and Christmas donations must be received by Dec. 17. parents, and geographical bachelors are invited.
For more information, contact club For more information contact the
president, Rosa Robertson, at 843-263-5869. program office at 843-228-7405.
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