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U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Nathan Kovacs, center, recites the oath of enlistment administered by 2nd Lt. Ryan Hill during a reenlistment ceremony on 
Combat Outpost Monti, Kunar province, Afghanistan, Dec. 30, 2012. Kovacs and Hill are assigned to 2nd Battalion, 320th Field Artillery Regiment, 

1st Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault). (U.S. Army photo by Spc. Jenny Lui/ Released) 



U.S. Army Lt. Gen. James Terry, Commander of ISAF Joint Command, has a discussion with troops on Forward Operating Base Tagob, Kapisa 
province, Afghanistan, Dec. 31, 2012. Terry is visiting for an update of how things are going in the operating area and to visit with troops. (U.S. 

Army photo by Spc. Andrew Claire Baker/Released) 



Lt. Col. Matthew Cody, commander 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry Regiment, 4th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division awards First Lt. 
Alexander Klimowich the Bronze Star Medal during an awards ceremony Dec. 31, 2012 Forward Operating Base Sharana, Paktika province, 

Afghanistan. (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Thomas Childs/Released) 
 



U.S. Army Col. Andrew Rohling, commander of the 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team, awards Sgt. Alexander Fascia with the Purple Heart 
Medal at an award ceremony on Forward Operating Base Shank, Jan. 01, 2013, Logar province, Afghanistan. Fascia is assigned to Havoc Troop, 

1st Squadron, 91st Cavalry Regiment, 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team. (U.S. Army photo by Spc. Alexandra Campo/Released) 



U.S. Army 1st. Sgt. Nathan Gaines salutes during the playing of the 'Star Spangled Banner' at a Change of Command ceremony at Forward 
Operating Base Shank, Jan. 01, 2013, Logar province, Afghanistan. Gaines is assigned to Havoc Troop, 1st Squadron, 91st Cavalry Regiment, 173rd 

Airborne Brigade Combat Team. (U.S. Army photo by Spc. Alexandra Campo/Released) 



Jordanian Army Maj. Abdelnor, Capt. Ahmed, Capt. Sabri, 2nd Lt. Thabet, and linguist Mohammad, members of the Jordanian Engagement Team, meet with 
the Afghan National Army soldiers stationed at the "ANA Castle" on Matun Hill, Khost province, Afghanistan, Jan. 2, 2013. As Muslims, the Jordanians were 
able to speak with the ANA soldiers on subjects that would not be as well received from U.S. forces. (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Kimberly Trumbull / Released) 



A UH-60 Black Hawk operated by Task Force No Mercy lands to drop off passengers at Combat Outpost Wilderness, Khost province, Afghanistan, 
Jan. 3, 2013. (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Kimberly Trumbull / Released) 



Jordanian Army Capt. Ahmed, 2nd Lt. Thabet, and Maj. Abdelnor, members of the Jordanian Engagement Team, pose for a group photo with Afghan National 
Army soldiers stationed at Combat Outpost Wilderness, Khost province, Afghanistan, Jan. 3, 2013. As Muslims, the Jordanians were able to speak with the 

ANA soldiers on subjects that would not be as well received from U.S. forces. (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Kimberly Trumbull / Released) 



Afghan Security Guards (ASG) prepare to conduct a weapons training exercise on Combat Outpost Baraki-Barak, Jan. 05, 2013, Logar province, 
Afghanistan. The ASG will practice disassembling and reassembling their weapons while blindfolded. (U.S. Army photo by Spc. Alexandra 

Campo/Released) 



U.S. Army Soldiers provide security on Combat Outpost Baraki-Barak, 
Jan. 05, 2013, Logar province, Afghanistan. The Soldier is assigned to 
the 1st Squadron, 91st Cavalry Regiment, 173rd Airborne Brigade 
Combat Team. (U.S. Army photo by Spc. Alexandra Campo/Released) 



U.S. Army Pfc. Justin Walker, a Dog Handler, plays with his dog on Combat Outpost Baraki-Barak, Jan. 05, 2013, Logar province, Afghanistan. 
Walker is assigned to the 1st Squadron, 91st Cavalry Regiment, 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team. (U.S. Army photo by Spc. Alexandra 

Campo/Released) 



Capt. Justin Larson, Commander Darkhorse Company, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Infantry Division, promotes Staff Sgt. Armando 
Valadez to Sgt. 1st Class Jan. 4, 2013 on Forward Operating Base Sharana, Paktika providence, Aghanistan.  (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Thomas 

Childs/Released) 




